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PREFACE. 



The fiaiyorable reception which the Sermons pub- 
lished last year on the Got^els for Sundays appear 
to have experi^ced, has encouraged the Author of 
them to venture to produce another volume^ the 
first part of which may be regarded as a kind of 
supplement to' the two preceding, as it conudsts of 
Sermons on the Gospels for the Festivals which 
are appointed to be kept holy by the Catholics in 
England. To these is subjoined a Sermon for 
Good Friday, on the Passion of Jesus Christ, which 
is followed by a selection of discourses on various 
religious subjects, delivered many years ago in 
London, and recently revised and corrected by the 
Author* Should this present volume have the good 
fortune to meet with a reception similar to that of 
its two predecessors, the Author will certainly 
derive from such reception additional gratification. 
Gratifying, however, as it will always be to his 
feelings, to obtain the approbation of those whom 
he wishes to please in order to serve, 

" Lectorcm delectando^ pariterque monendo," 

yet he can say with sincerity, that to contribute, in 
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any degree^ to the promotion of the everlasting 
interests of his readers^ will be incomparably more 
so. He therefore earnestly entreats them to pre- 
sent; in the first place^ their most fervent petitions 
to Almighty God to give a blessing to his feeble 
endeavours. And he exhorts them, in the second 
place, to pray most ardently for the Divine influence 
of his grace upon their own hearts, that the seed of 
His holy word disseminated by him who is no more 
than an humble labourer in the service of their 
common Lord and Master, may not have the mis- 
fortune to fall either on a rocky soil, or on a soil 
overgrown with thorns, but that being happily 
received into a good soil, it may be productive of a 
rich and plentiful harvest, which will nourish their 
souls unto everlasting life ; and that thus, in the 
words of our blessed Saviour, "both he who soweth, 
and he who reapeth, may rejoice together." (John, 
c. iv. V. 36.) 



BURN HALL, 

December 1st, 1835. 
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SERMON I. 

FESTIVAL OF THE CIRCUMCISION OF 

JESUS CHRIST. 



ON THE IMPORT OF THE HOLY NAME OF 
JESUS, AND THE BENEFITS TO BE DERIVED FROM 

MEDITATING UPON IT. 



Gospel. Lake, c. u. v. 21. After eight days were accom- 
plished that the child should be circumcised : his name was 
called Jesus^ which was called by the Angel before he was con- 
ceived in the womb. 

It is related in the first chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Luke, that when the Angel Gabriel 
conunumcated to the blessed Yirgin, in her house at 
Nazareth, the importsmt intelUgence of her bemg 
about to become the mother of the World's Re- 
deemer, he also announced to her, at the same time, 
the significant name by which that Redeemer was 
to be distinguished, in the following terms : ^^ behold, 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus/' That 
name was, accordingly, given to him, when, in com- 
pliance with the law of Moses, he was subjected to 
the rite of circumcision, as recorded in the Gospel 
of the festival which we this day celebrate; " And 
after eight days were accomplished that the child 
should be circumcised, his name was called Jesus, 
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which wa^ calkd by the Angel before he wa^ coh* 
ceived in the womb." The Jewish ceremony of 
circumcision^ which was performed on our blessed 
Saviour, having been long since abrogated, together 
with the law which gave it birth, has ceased indeed, 
it is true, to be an object of interest to the votaries 
of Christianity, and is therefore little fitted to fiimish 
matter of edifying discussion to my present hearers '^ 
but not so the illustrious name which was bestowed 
upon him on that memorable occasion : not so tb^ 
venerable name of Jesus, that name surpassing in 
dignity every other name; and to which it has been 
decreed, by the Eternal, that heaven, earth, and hell, 
should express on bended knee, their profoimi^ 
sentiments of reverential awe. For ** God," sc^ys 
St. Paul, " hath given him a name which is aboya 
every name, that in the name of Jesus every, knecv 
should bow, of those that are in heaven, on ^^rth^ 
and under the earth." (Philipp., c. ii. v. 9, 10.), 
No, my friends, that name shall never, never pass 
away. It is an imperishable, an everlasting name*. 
It is a name conunensurate in duration with th^ 
mighty consequences of the great achievement, on 
account of which it was imparted, and like them, 
is therefore destined to be eternal. And as it 
will be hailed for ever by the blessed in heaven, 
with transports of admiration, who, in the Iso^gua^e 
of the Apocalypse, are represented as " saying with 
a loud voice, the lamb that was slain is worthy to re- 
ceive power, and divinity, and wisdom, and strength, 
and glory, and benediction," so it is an in^xhausti- 



ble ikource of unspeakable blessmgs to the faithfhl 
tipou earthy whose minds are duly impressed with a 
just notion of its import, and who make it the sub- 
ject of their habitual me<fitation, as I purpose to 
fAiOvr in the following instruction. 

Jesus ^ is a, name of Hebrew derivation, which 
i^gnifies a Saviour. It was first given by Moses 
to Osee the son of Nun, a short time previous to 
tiie entrance of the Israelites into the land of 
Canaan, and was intended to designate him as their 
Saviour from the hands of the enemies, to whom, 
under his supreme command, they were about to be 
opposed ; ^* and he called Osee the son of Nun, 
Josue," (Numb., c. xui. v. 17.) which is synonymous 
widi Jesus, as appears £rom the 45th verse of the 
7th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, as well as 
from the 4th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews* 
And it wad afterwards applied as an appellative to 
some, among the judges of Israel, who were raised 
up by God to deliver the Jews from their oppressors, 
as we read in the dth and 15th verses of the 3rd 
cfetpter of the book of Judges ; *^ and they cried to 
&e Lord, who raised them up a Saviour j and deli- 
vered them, viz.Othonid the son of Cenez ;" (Judge s, 
c. iS. «). d.) *^And afterwards they cried to the 
Lord, who raised them up a Saviour called Aod the 
son of Gera.** (Ibid., c. iii. v. 15.) But it was as- 
^gned to our blessed Redeemer, on the solemn 
occasion which we this day commemorate, in a far^ 

^ ytZJirP Joshua or Saviour, in the version of the Sep- 
tuagint^ is translated lnovv$, Jesus. 
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more importairi: and extensive sense. FV>r when 
assigned to him it was intended to convey an idea 
of the author of a salvation incomparaMy nunre 
momentous Ihan that of any earthly deliverance ; 
and that too of a salvation not confined to any one 
particular nation^hut extended universally to every 
kidividual of the human race, who should enrol 
hilnself under his baunei^, and obey his commajtids. 
l%is we learn from the declaration made by the 
Aug^l to St. Joseph, when he said to him, ^^ And 
thou shalt call his name Jesus ; for he shall save 
ids people fit)m their sins." (Matt., c. i. v. 21.) 
it was therefore because he was destined to rescue 
Ms people, that is to say, his faithful adherents frit^n 
the guilt, the punishment, and the dominicm of s^, 
that this characteristic title was conferred upon hSm. 
Ob ! reflect then, my friencb, reflect seriously upon 
the magnitude of the evils involved in the guilt, the 
punishment, and the dominion of sin. Refled; on 
that leprous taint which sin had introduced into the 
constitution of human nature, extinguishing in it (he 
principle of spiritual life ; " for you were dead in 
your sins," says St. Paul. (Coloss., c. ii. v. 18.) 
Reflect on that dreadfrd and everlasting punishm^it 
beyond the grave which it had entailed upon you. 
For we were condemned, in the language of the 
same Apostle, " to suffier eternal punishm^it in de- 
struction from the face of the Lord, and the glory 
of his power." (2 Thess., c. i. v. 9.) Reflect on 
that degrading bondage in wliich mankind were 4^ 
tained under the dominion of sin, " being brofi^jt 



into caipti^ity to the law of sin> wUch it in your 
members/' (Rom^ c. viL v. 23.) For, alas! mj 
friends, 80 portentous a rerolalion did Ae oiigmal 
guilt of our first parent produce in the human coa- 
stituti(m, thtt the natural powers of man were no 
longer, competent. to prevent him from being sub- 
jaoted to sin's ignominious yoke. Ignorance and 
cooaeoiwsoence, those melajicholy oonsequenoes of the 
^MWmpt biw which it gave to hb inclinations, hj 
clpttding his understanding, and prompting faim to 
the grat^ation of his sensual appetites, rendered 
him the dupe of the most dq[>lorable delusions, and 
burned him on to the grossest excesses. These 
himentable eCects of the transgression of our first 
pdl?ent were strikingly conspicuous in the inhabit- 
twAs of the Heathen world, whose idolatrous super- 
^taons and unbridled Ucentiousness are described 
by St Paul, in mich hideous colours, in the first 
chapter of his Epistle to the Romans -, *^ and they 
diai^^,*' says the Apostle, *^ the glory of the in- 
eampiiUe God, into the likeness of the image of 
corruptible man, and of birds, and of four-footied 
beasts, and of creeping things. Wherefore God 
gSrYe them up to tl\e desires of their heart, to dis^ 
honor their bodies among themselTes, who changed 
the: truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator, who ia 
fe^e^aed for ever, amen." (Rom., c. I v. 23, 24, 25.) 
^nd if the same darkness of the understanding and 
dc^ar^vity !of heart, which disfigured our Pagan an- 
Cfi^^w^no longer pifevail amongst us to.the samt 
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extent^ it is to tlie light of the Gospel^ and to the 
influence of God's Holy Spirit, imparted to li** 
through the blessed Jesus, that we are indebted for 
the advantages which we possess over them in ikme 
respects. Such then, my friends, was the disastroos 
state to which man was reduced by the guilt and 
consequences of sin. Such the condition fr(»n whidh 
**Gx)d, who was in Christ, recondling the wwid to 
himself/' hath graciously delivered us. For << when 
you were dead in your sins he hath quickened you 
together with him, forgiving you all offences, blot- 
ting out the hand-writing that was against us, fasA- 
ening it to the cross/' (Coloss., c. ii. v. 13, 14.) 
And " the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus 
hath freed us frt>m the law of sin and of deafli." 
(Rom., c. viii. v. 2.) The immensity of the good- 
ness d* the Saviour of mankind, which has be^n 
thus displayed by him in the work of man's redenip- 
tion, is enhanced in our estimation, by the consider- 
ation of the personal indignities and sufferings to 
which he condescended to submit, in order to accom- 
plish it; for " being in the form of Crod, he debased 
himself," says St. Paul, ** taking the form of a 
servant" (Philipp., c. ii. v. 6, 7.) And « having 
joy set before him," as the same Apostle observes, 
" he endured the cross, despising the i^dme." 
(Heb., c. xii. V. 2.) 

Is it possible, now, my friends, I confidently a^^, is 
it possible for any one to be feelingly convinced of 
these important and interesting truths, without being 
deeply affected by them P Is it possible that he 



4^1|ouM b^iiere in his heart that his condition was 
that of a disgusting lesper^ a criminal condemned to 
eirerla^tiiig tonnents, a wretched and degraded slave ; 
and that to rescue him from that condition, the Eter- 
nal Son of the Eternal Father, infinitely happy 
and infinitely glorious, had actually subjected him- 

1$^ to the most outrageous insulta, and suffered a 
orud and i^ominious death ; is it possible, I say, 

,ibltt in his heart he should believe all this, without 

^entertainmg towards so merciful a deHverer the 
mp^t Uvely sentiments of gratitude and affection? 
Is it possible moreover that he should entertain such 
seitunents without manifesting them externally by 

, axorr&^nding tenor of conduct ? If, like the poor 
wmmded traveller, mentioned in the Gospel accord- 

. ifig to St Luke, (Luke, c. x.) who fell among 

, robbers, you had been assailed by some powerful 
and ruthless tyrant, (who may be compared with 
the strong man in the subsequent chapter of the 
fiame Gospel,) who " having stripped you, had left 
you half dead,'' if in that state he had committed 
you to a darksome dungeon, with no other pros- 
pect than that of being dragged from it to the place of 
execution ; and if, under these circumstances, a be- 
nevolent individual had contrived to have access to 

' yiou, and like the good Samaritan, in the parable, 
above alluded to, had caused you to be restored to 
baalth j if having clothed moreover your naked limbs, 
l^.had by his superior strength, overpowered the 
stiDng man who detained you in captivity, rescued 

. you from his grasp, and thus preserved you from 
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unpeadiiig destructKm^ though he ha4 piurchaeied 
with his blood the dear-bought victor/ whicb he 
had gained over your oppressor, would you not hold 
Ms memory in the highest veneration, and woM 
not the wannest feelings of gratitude towards so 
kind, so magnanimous, so disinterested a bcu^i^tor, 
animate perpetuaUy your brea^? MyMen4»,aie 
case which I have been proposing to you as a |ac^ 
ture (mly of the imagination, has be^i actually 
realized, but upon an incomparably more ext^aaive 
scale, by your blessed Saviour, in your r^ard. A 
tyrant, more formidable than the strongest of eaitiily 
potentates, had inflicted upon you a deadly wound, 
terminating in a loathsome and incurable l^^sosy* 
The ^rrant to whom I allude is the prince of dackr 
ness, who has been pronounced by Christ '^ a 
murderer from the beginning/' (John, c. viii. v. 44.) 
The deadly wound which he had inflicted upon your 
souls, was the guilt of sin, to the cure of which all 
the united powers of created beings were whoUy 
inadequate. And having stripped them oi their 
robe of righteousness, he had laid them bare in all 
the naked foulness of their intrinsic tuzptude. In 
t^ state, having converted their earthly tabemades 
into dreary prisons, without a single ray of hqpe.ta 
comfort them in their confinement, he. had reserved 
them, (to use the language of St. Jude) like th& 
Angds who kept not their principality, xmder ev^w 
lasting chains, (for such the bonds of ^^ the law of 
sin which is in the members," may be jusUy coin, 
sidered,) unto the judgment of the great da^« 
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(isDEV ^ <(•) TIlis, my friends^ was our miserable 
coDibtUMi, when the only begotten son of God with 
^ki&iiteooriidesceDsum and goodness^ came forward in 
iMur behalf, and, by his merciful interposition, restored 
tCB to healtti, to liberty and immortality. 

And yet, with what coldness and insensibility do 
not the generality of Christians appear to listen to the 
representations so frequently made to them of this 
mfiittte condescension and goodness of their blessed 
Saviow in the work of their redemption ! And how 
fitde do they seem disposed to co-operate with him 
i|i the promotion of the grand object for which he 
undertook it, the eternal salvation of their immortal 
seals ! What can be the reason of this ? To what 
aie we to attribute this a{^>ajent indifference and 
apathy, opposed at once to the best feelings of their 
nature, and the highest interests of their being ? It 
suredy cannot be that they are not conyinced of the 
truth <tf that fundamental article of the Christian 
religion, ^' tiie redemption that is in Christ Jesus^ 
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
fiuthin his blood,'*(Il^M., e. m. v. 24, 25.) without 
which Christianity would be a baseless Mmc. No ; 
k is to be accounted for from a want of that due 
eonsideration of tibe imp(»rtant subject which is 
neo^sary to bring it home to their bosoms. It is 
because they are apt to view it rather as a mysteri- 
ous tenet of speculative belief, than as an inscrutable 
indeed, j^ practical transaction, in which individu- 
ally they are deeply interested. It is because they 
«i^ not s^osible of the immense improvement which 
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it has made in their condition, and of the pro^gioud 
expense at which it has been purchased. ** Know- 
ing", says St. Peter, '^ that you were not redeemed 
with comrptible tilings, such as gold or silvar, bat 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb ua- 
spotted and undefiled." ( 1 Peter, c. ii. v. 18, 
10.) Far be it fixmi you, my friends; fiir be it 
from you, to be so deficient in appreciating the nn- 
paralldied benefits which you have derived from the 
great work of your redemption. Far be it ftxHH 
you to contemplate it without flie most lively feel- 
ings of gratitude and affection towards that merci*- 
ful redeemer, who accomplished it at so high a pridel 
Oh ! then, my friends, let it be your endeavour, by 
meditation, accompanied with the most earnest sup- 
plications to heaven for the powerM influence of ihe 
Holy Spirit upon your hearts, to acquire that deep 
and feeling conviction of the obligations you are 
under to your blessed Redeemer for so wcmd^^fiil a 
manifestation of mercy in your behalf. And as the 
holy name of Jesus was given to Mm to d^K)te that 
wonderful manifestation of mercy, let it be so asso- 
ciated mih it in your minds, that the very sight, the 
soimd, (H* even the thought of the fonner may bring 
instantaneously the latter to your ree(Aection, and 
thus awaken in your hearts the warmest sentimeute 
of gratitude and love so justiy due to your imjMiy 
tal deliverer. 

Not only is the holy name of Jesus appUoable tx> 
our blessed Saviour, because by his atcmemelit for 
din, and by the assistance of the Holy Spirit whileh 
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hehM procm*ed for us, he has furnished us with the 
iiieaiKd of working out our salvation^ but because he 
has also presented us, by the efficacy of his example^ 
with a powearful incentiye to animate us to co-oper^ 
ate with him in the attainment of it Who, for 
instance, when he contemplates that unruffled medc* 
ness which he constantly testified amidst the most 
otitrageous insults, is not inclined to repress any 
angry ^notion whidi the provocations by which he 
may be assailed are calculated to excite ? Who 
does not perceive every vindictive feeling die within 
him when he reflects on the merciful disposition of 
fais ^g Saviour so strikingly evinced by that fei- 
v€Bt petition to his Heavenly Father, for the pardon 
of his attrocious murderers, in the memorable t^ms 
recorded by the Evangelist, " Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do/' ? (Luke, c. xxiii. 
V. 34.) Who, knowing that, as St Peter says, 
Christ left us an example that we should follow 
his steps, (1 Peter, c. ii. v. 21.) and finding those 
steps descr^d by the same Apostle as invariably 
marked by acts of b^ieficenee, when be observes 
&at ** he went about doing good/' (Acts, c. x. v. 
88.) does not feel disposed to do all Ihe good he can 
vMm the sphere in which it is allotted to him to 
move ? Who, among the numerous children of sor- 
row^m all the various sufferings, whether of mind or 
body, which he is liable to endure, is not induced ** to 
humble himself under the mighty hand of God'' 
(1 Peter, e. v. v. 6.) when he considers the exam- 
ple of perfect submissisn to the will of his Heavenly 



Father^ exhihked by the blessed Jeius in the gaxfl^ 
of Geth^emaoi ? But there is one pMcttc^lor jde^ 
9cri|>tioii of trouble, and that, too, aometimes ertre* 
mely diatressingy rn&i which holj and devout, aouiU 
aa'e ocoasioudly vviited^ to which the alG^cting qvc^ 
cumstauce in the life of our Diviiie Saviour, which 
I have Just loeutioued, is singularlj: applici(ldef 
For alas ! my pious Mends, you ^ow full well, tba^, 
ocoasioually, whw you are engaged in your devo* 
tioual exercises, when, attracted by the charms >of 
the suprevie object of your affections, you wash tp; 
indulge in sweet intercourse with him, whilst you 
are prepared to behold the heavens opening to jov(f\ 
view, and gratifying you with a foresight of those 
inexpres^ble delights which are enjoyed by the 
spirits of the just made perfect j you know, I siiy,iu{l 
well, th^t occasionally, in those hallowed momentSy 
a dismal gloom is apt to overspread your minds, 
and like a black and tempestuous cloud, to intesc^t, 
for a while, the light of God's countenance, to blot 
out the heavens from your sight, and to leave you^ 
like some benighted traveller amidst the tern^rs of an 
impending storm, alarmed, cheerless, and desolate* 
Oh ! then, what dismal and dii^iriting apprehensions 
begin immediately to agitate your minds ! Thep, 
listening to the inauspicious bodii^ of those inti^- 
nal alarmists, do you vainly imagine that the dark- 
ness with which you are encompassed is all the eS^t 
of the divine displeasure, that in the midst of tiiose 
baleful horrors the Eternal holds his dread paviliop, 
that already ''he has made bare his outstietdb^ 
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ftrm, - oad tiiaft he is about to dart the fightmngs 
of hid vengpeance on your devoted beads ; whilst, 
alas ! poor, weak^ dejected nMrtak, the God whom 
yon thus figure to your troubled imaginations^ as 
frow^ng upon you with indignant fiuy, and ready 
to make you feel the effects of his wrath, is looking 
down upon you all the time, with a benignant smile, 
ttai giving you^ in reality, the strongest proofs of 
his affectionate kindness. On these trying occasions, 
my pious friends, what relief might not you expect 
to derive, from an imitation of the example of the 
blessed Jesus, in the situation referred to, when, as 
St Mark expresses it, ^'he began to fear and to be 
heavy,'* and ''his soul,'' as he said to his three 
diosen disciples, ''was sorrowful even unto death/' 
Then it was, that, as the Apostle adds, in his Episfle 
to the Hebrews, offering up prayers and supplica- 
tions, with a strong cry and tears, to him that was 
a^le to save him from death, he was heard, " in 
bmg delivered from fear,"* in being ddivered, that 
is to say, from the fear of death. What relief, then, 
I say, my pious friends, might not you expect to 
derive from an imitation of his example in the touch- 
ing scene which I have described ? For, as Jesus, 
when he applied to his Heavenly Father for the 
conditiondl removal of the bitter cup which was pre- 
sented to his lips, succeeded so far, as to have the 
ingredient of fear withdrawn from it, ^ having been 

* In this sense> with learned and judicious commentators, I 
uadorstind the or^nal greek^-^EiraMfverdtfi; awo rri^ $uhalSiMf. 
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heard in being delivered from fear/' altboi^ the 
salvation of maiddiid required that he dionld drink, 
the remainder of the distasteM potion ; ao the c&h 
ti^saing appr^ensions of the loss of God's favmur 
occasioned by the want of devotional feeling, would, 
in all probability, on a similar application to Imn, 
be, in like manner, dispelled, althoi^h perhaps, with 
a view to your everlasting interests, your spiritual 
sadness may be allowed, for awhile, to remain. Foit^ 
by witholding from you for a time the interior €<m^' 
solations of his grace, he may wish to purify your 
pkty from every debasing mixture of sd&dvniotives^' 
to prevent it from being tainted by the contafioina^ 
tion of spiritual pride, to guard it with humifity, to: 
make you seQsible of your own natural weakacW' 
when left to yourselves, and to convince y<ni axpe-. 
rimentaUy of the absolute necessity of your depencU 
ance on the assistance of Heaven. 

Such, my friends, and many more than time will* 
permit we at present to develop, are llie blessings 
with which the holy name of Jesus is pregna&t lo 
those who fervently invoke it with a just sense of its 
real import; who invoke it, that is to say, as express 
sive of the saving influence of the divine author of 
man's salvaticm, who, having died for our ofleiM^es, 
and rkexL again for our justification, is now seated' 
at the right hand oi God, where he is ^' always 
living to make intercession for us." But, m I am. 
unwilling to extend this instruction to an inconveni- 
ent length, I will now bring it to a conclusion by 
an apporite passg^e from a " devout servant of God," 



a3 cited bj the very learned and pious Albau But- 
ter.^ ^^ O divine Jesus^ on thee depends my haf- 
piness, my life, and my death : Whatever I do, 
shall be done under thy patron^e, and in thy name. 
If I watch, Jesus shall be before my eyes. If I 
sleep, I will close my eyes breathing his pure love. 
If I walk, it shall be in the sweet company of Jesus. 
H I sit, Jesus shall be at my side. If I study, Je- 
sus shall be my master. If I write, Jesus shall 
cooduct my pen. It shall be my highest pleasure 
to write his holy name. If I pray, Jesus shall form 
asd onmiate my prayers. If I am £stigued, Jesus 
shall be my rest If I am sick, Jesus shall be my 
phyaidan, and my comforter. If I die, it is in the 
bosom of Jesus, who is my life, that I hope to die* 
(And when I am buried), Jesus shall be my tomb, 
a^ his name and cross my epitaph." To this pious 
and exquisitely beautiful extract may I be permitted 
to add my most fervent prayer, that this same Jesus, 
vfhoi, aa we read in the gospel according to St John, 
said to Martha the sister of Lazarus, ^^ I am Ae 
resurrection and the life ; he who believeth in me^ 
although he be dead, shall live ; and eveiy one that 
bdtieveth in me shall not die for ever," (John, c. 
xL V. 25, 36.) in^ire us all with that lively faith 
which, conformably to his promise, will be the means 
of enabling us to rise hereafter to a blissful im-^ 
mortdlity. 

'^'Moveable feasts, second Sunday after Epiphany. 
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SERMON II. 

FESTIVAL OF THE EPIPHANY. 



THE PROMPTITUDE, COURAGE, AND PERSEVERANCE OF 

THE WISE MEN IN THEIR JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM, 

RECOMMENDED TO THE IMITATION OF 8INNBBS IN 

THE WORK OF THEIR CONVERSION. 



Gospel. Matthew, c, n,,v. 1—12. When Jesus was bom in 
Bethlehem of Juda, in the days of King Herod, behold there e^ 
came wis^ Mai fiN>m the east to Jerusalem, saying : Wbeie is 
he that is bom King of the Jews P For we have seen his star 
in the east, and are come to adore him. And Herod hearing 
this was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And assembling 
all the chief Priests and the Scribes of the people, he enquired 
of them where Christ should be bom. But they said to him, 
in Bethlehem of Juda. For so it is written by the Prophet. 
'' And thou Bethlehem, the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda ! for out of thee shall come fortli 
the ruler that shall rule my people Israel.** Then Herod pri- 
vately calling the wise Men, enquired of them diligently the 
time of the star's appearing to them ; and sending tiiem into 
Bethlehem, said : Go, and search diligently after the Child : 
and when you have found him, bring me word again, that I also 
may come and adore him And when they had heard the Ejng, 
they went their way ; and behold the star which they had seen 
in the east went b^ore them, until it came and stood over where 
the Child was. And seeing the star, they rejoiced with exceed- 
ing great joy. And entering into the house, they found the 
Child with Mary his mother, and falling down they adored him : 
and opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold, frank- 
incense, and myrrh. And^ having received an answer in sleep 
that they should not return to H^rod, they went back another 
way into 'their own country. 

The interesting nairatiye of this day's Gospel 
presents us yiiih a clear and delightful exposition 
of the mercy of the Most High^ *' enlightening those 
who were sitting in darkness and in the shadow of 
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death, and directing their feet into the way of peace.** 
It exhibits- to us that great and merciful Being em- 
ploying, with infinite condescension and goodness, 
the preternatural interposition of an extraordinary 
star for the accomplishment of his eternal and bene- 
ficent designs in behalf of his chosen servants; 
alluring them, by its influence, from the dark regions 
of idokHy and superstition, manifesting to them, 
by its auspicious liffht, the course to be pursued in 
tL ixqZnt jo Jey i. M pcn^ L. U. UB- 
dertake, and conducting them at length, through 
numerous hardships and fatigues, to the humble 
mansion, in which, and in a state of the most com- 
plete debasement, lay secretly deposited the infant 
limbs of the word made flesh, the expectation of 
nations, and Saviour of mankind. But as the con- 
duct of these chosen servants of the Almighty, these 
wise men fi*om the east, as they are denominated 
in the Gospel, contains a rich fund of useful and 
edifying instruction, I have now to request the fa- 
vor of your attention, whilst I endeavour, without 
further preface, to draw from it such reflections as 
it obviously suggests. 

The first circumstance which naturally offers 
itself to our observation on surveying the conduct 
of the wise men, is their admirable promptitude to 
obey the summons of that Heavenly Messenger, who, 
under the semblance of a friendly propitious star, 
appeared as it were to beckon to them from above, 
and to solicit them to go forth in quest of the new- 
bom Kipg. They allowed not any consideration 
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whatsoever to induce them to defer their joamej to a 
later period, but immediately, wilhout hesitation, 
Ihey placed themselves under the direction of their 
Celestial Guide. " We have seen," said they, " his 
star in the east, and are come to adore him." Sinners, 
yon have here before you an admirable exampH 
L example highly woriy of your imitation. The 
promptitude of t^e wise men L committing them- 
selves to the guidance of that benign star^ is an ex^ 
cellent model of that with which it becomes you t6 
avail yourselves of the interior light which the Eter- 
nal^ in his mercy, has so firequently difiused over 
your souls, for the purpose of stimulating you to 
abandon the ways of iniquity, and to enter, without 
delay, into the path of righteousness which leads to 
the regiona of never-ending bliss. You have often, 
no doubt, been enabled, by llie aid of this divine 
Hght, to discover, on the one hand, the enormity of 
your disorders, witli all their attendant degradation, 
and consequent misery. The intrinsic beauty of 
holiness, on the other hand, the honor which wo 
companies it, and the happiness which it infallibly 
leads in its train, have, at the same time, been man- 
ifested to your view. But what advantage havie 
you derived from this twofold exposition ? Have 
you, like the wise men in the Gospel, been roused 
by it to a generous resolution o( quitting instant* 
aneously the resions of death, and iroiuK £arth iQ 
pursuit of life and immortaHty? Or^^yousuf, 
fered the suggestions of inordinate self-love to luD 
you into a state of inactivity and supineness ? Instead 
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«f that glowing ardor and invigoradng zeed 
*««ld urge yw, to an immediate reformation o< 
ywir condiict, are you not ingeniom,, on the con- 
toffly, m the fabrication of pretexts to deter yon 
»om engaging in w momentous an undertaking ? 
Do you not makeof eveiy slight and trifling incon- 
Temence a plea for deferring this most important 
^CCTn to wme future period ? Good God! my 
fiiends, IS it possible ! Is it possible that you should 
be so msensible to the dignity of your immortal 
souk as to behold the enslaved state to which thev 
«e reduced by the guilt of sin, and not eagerly em- 
h^ the first opportunity of rescuing them from 

tifeir Ignominious and degrading thraldom ? Isit 
possible that you should be so zealous in the vindi. 
cation of your ciril liberty, that you should kindle 
mto a flame at the 8%htest invasion of (hat truly 
valuable Me88ing,(for I wish not by any means li 
d^iedate its worth) and at the same time be so in- 
different to the most oppressive and disgraceful ser- 
vitude to which you are subjected by the tyranny of 
jwrpassioiis ? Is it possible, that conscious, as you 
M he, of labouring under the high displeasure of 
tarn who IS the supreme distributor of eternal rewards 
and pumdunents, you should be so regardless of his 
Bwitation to reconciliation and favor ? Is it posn 
«fl»fe, that standing on the verge of a gulph of inex- 
Jtem^ and endless woe, into which ten thousand 
enualti^ may plunge you any/noment, you should 
*w>ghtlesdy reject the friendly hand stretched forth 

towwchyoa from so perilous a situation? Whataa 

c2 
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infatuation is this ! By what species of reasoning 
will you attempt to justify so preposterous a conduct ? 
Will you tell me that such is the disordered state of 
your souls, that you have so long been in the habit 
of indulging yourselves in criminal excesses that 
you cannot think of entering so suddenly on the 
bu^ness of reforming your Uves, but that time mmt 
be allowed you to form a resolution adequate to the 
difficulty of so arduous an undertaMng ? This, my 
friends, you may be assured is all a delu^on of the 
enemy of your salvation. And if you suffer your- 
selves to be imposed upon by it, I do not hesitate to 
assert, that it is more ftaa ^obable you mU remain 
eternally in the same state. For, as tlie same con- 
siderations which may induce you at present to de- 
fer your conversion, will perpetually recur, you wfll 
continue. to deceive yourselves witti mere specula- 
tions of amendment, till you find yourselves stretdied 
out on the bed of sickness, and scarcely able to ex- 

» 

ecute them, or till death, perhaps, seize suddenly 
upon you in the midst of your procrastinations and 
Unrepented sins j and, consigning your bodies to the 
grave, dismiss your poor unhappy souls to take their 
trial at the awfiil bar of divine justice. 

It will be said perhaps by some, that their minds 
are distracted by such a multiplicity of car^s,^ that 
they are involved to such a degree in earthly occu- 
pations and pursuits as to be destitute of leirare to 
attend directly to tiie regulation of their consciences. 
I will suppose, for a moment, the plea to be founded 
upon truth: Still, I maintain, that to neglect an af- 
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fair of such vast importance, for objects so compara- 
tively trivial and insignificant, is the height of fcllly. 
Disregarded, rather, be every earthly care, abandoned 
every earthly pursuit and occupation which can 
occa^on the least delay in so momentous a concern. 
'^For what will it profit a man if he gain the whole 
woild and lose his own soul ?*' But let it not be 
thought that you cannot, consistentiy with your tem- 
poral interests, begin immediately the work of re- 
S(mn. What, then, my firiends, is it true that such 
is the pressure of worldly business as to afford you 
no leisure for religious consideration ? Are there 
no moments in the course of the day which you can 
devote to relaxation? None to the pleasures of 
society? None to diversions and entertainments? 
What do I say ! None, perhaps, to the gratification 
of your disorderly appetites? Oh! my firiends, 
imfy manifest the same earnestness in promoting the 
interest oi your inunortal souls which you are wont 
to discover in your schemes of indulgence, and your 
conversion will experience no opposition fix>m your 
earthly engagements. 

Great, however, as may be the folly of those, who, 
in the higher or middle classes of society, permit 
.ihdr attention to the business of eternity to be super- 
seded by their worldly cares, anxieties and pursuits, 
yet it may be accounted for, in some measure, fi-om 
the strong influence which prospects of emolument, 
and of other terrestrial advantages are known to 
possess over the depraved inclinations of the human 
Jieort. . ^ But that they on whom the world is apt to 
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look down with a lowering and disdainful aspect^ 
tbat they who have little else to expect from it bat 
severity and hardship, that they who have no other 
consolation to hope for than that which it is not in 
the power of the world either to give or to take 
away j that they, I say, should derive, from those very 
Qircumstances of their poverty and distress, which 
should strengthen their attachment to the divine 
favor, pretexts for remaining objects of the divine 
displeasure, is truly matter of astonishment. Indeed, 
my poor friends, when I hear from your lips an 
apology of this description for the postpon^nent 
of your conversion, the first emotions excited within 
me are such as my unfeigned sympathy with you in 
your sorrows forbids me to describe. But when, 
on the other hand, I behold,, on those occasions, that 
lowly attitude of supplication, when I survey that 
dejected countenance, those famished looks, those 
eyes sufiused with tears, — ^when I listen to the sad 
tale of your indigence and distress, to the plaintive 
tone in which it is rehearsed, to the sighs by which 
it is occasionally interrupted, then every harsher 
feeling is, I confess, subdued, and the stem re- 
proaches of severe remonstrance are compelled to 
yield to the milder strain of tender expostulation. 
If ever, then, my poor friends, I have laboured to 
interest the hearts of the humane and charitable m 
your behalf, — ^if ever I have endeavoured, by a faiffi- 
fiil exposition of yom* woes, to call forth the com- 
passionate tear from the eye of sensibility, — ^if ever 
I have been, in thehsaids of your Heavenly Father, 



m inatrument of his patenuil tpndemess in pro- 
curing some slender alleviation to the greatness of 
your distress, let not the feeble accents of my voice 
be heard this day in vain, whilst they plead the 
cause of your immortal souls. Tell me then, my 
poor Mends, do, pray, tell me, what can possibly be 
your reason for allowing tlie distress and poverty of 
your condition to be obstacles to your conversion ? 
Are you apprehensive of increasing, by the discharge 
of that important duty, the evils of life ? Are you 
afraid, that, if you make your peace with heaven, 
the inclement blast will shake more rudely your 
shivering limbs, that you will feel more acutely the 
corrosions of hunger, or add fresh weight to the 
burthens which press already so heavily upon you f 
Have you then forgotten, my beloved friends, that 
consoling invitation of your Divine Master, *^ come 
.to me all you who labor, and are heavily laden» 
and I will refresh you "? Have you forgotten that 
" his yoke is sweet and his burthen light *? Are 
you ignorant of those inexpressible comforts which 
are the inseparable attendants on '^ that peace of 
Gtod which surpaaseth all understanding '7 Bep^- 
auaded^ *^my little flock,** by one who wishes most 
ardently to contribute to the promotion of your 
highest interests, be persuaded, I entreat you, to 
pake the experiment. Be persuaded, at least, by 
the Spirit of God thus addressing you, in the words 
of the Psalmist, " O taste, and see that the Lord is 
4weet : blessed is the man that hopeth in him/* 
(PsAjLM xxxiii- V. 9.) Yes, blessed, truly, is that 
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man, blessed in the abundance of spiritual consola- 
tions infused into his soul ; more blessed stiU in -die 
present foretaste of that heavenly bliss which it is 
given to him to enjoy. Will you, then, my poor 
friends, by neglecting your conversion, refuse to 
avail yourselves of profferred blessings like these ? 
Will you, in particular, allow that Mse delicacy, 
that ignoble shame, arising from the consideration 
of the meanness of your apparel,^ to be a bar to 
your discharge of so interesting a duty, by deterring 
you .rSZn^yi^ wM. ZobB^ J ^ ^ 
woTsihip which would be inseparable fix>m it ? 
What ! my Mends, are you more ashamed to en- 
counter the eyes of men, clad in the patched°gaii> of 
innocent poverty, than to stand in the presence 
oi the Sovereign Lord of heaven and earth, defiled 
widi the loathsome leprosy of sin ? Do not suffer 
your minds to be warped by so pemidous a notion 
L to imagine IhatZre is any ^ in the me«.. 
ness .;;rapparel which ca/bring'disgrace upon 
you. God <mly is the just estimator of real worth } 
and with him vice alone is ignominy, and virtue 
honor. From the keen inspecL of Lall-seaxch. 
ing eye, no external appendages of earthly grandieur 
can hide the baseness of the corrupt heart ; nor can 
the coarsest coverings of the most destitute indigence 
conceal from him the virtues of the upright and 
good. 

* This sermon was originally preached in London^ where the 
Author frequently had occasion to hear the excuse here referred 
to assigned hy the poor, for their absence from public worship 
on the Lord's Day. 
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Consider, moreover, my Wends, whoever you may 
be, whatever may be your rank and condition in life, 
tbat by deferring your conyersion to a future day, 
besides depending upon a time which may never be 
granted to you, you rashly presume on the assis- 
tance of that divine grace, which is the free gift of 
the Almighty, which he offers you, indeed, at present, 
but which, if rejected by you now, he may never 
perhaps bestow i^n you again : for by neglecting to 
correspond with H, and thus rendering it unprofit- 
able and vain, you provoke the rigor of inexorable 
justice to avenge the cause of slighted mercy by 
'abandoning you to the depravity of your corrupt 
hearts. 

But if the conduct of the wise men exhibits to 

your view an admirable example of the promptitude 

'inth which it bec(Hnes you to yield to the impulse 

of divine grace, by entering without delay on the 

' r^rmation of your lives, it presents you, in like 

* manner, with a shining model of the firmness and 
intrepdity which you are called upon to display in 

- opposition to every obstacle which you may have to 
' encounter, in the prosecution of so excellent and 

kudable an undertaldng. They were not ignorant 
^ of the length of the journey on which they were 

abotit to enter. They were aware of the fatigues 

* and hardships they m%ht have to midure. And the 
thoi^ht of leaving their native land, their families, 

' relations, friends, and every other object of their 
' fondest attachment, may be fairly supposed to have 
' occasioned no small pain to the feelings of nature. 



20 

Thej did not however pennit these, or any other 
considerationB, to alter their resolutions, or to abate 
the ardor of their zeal. But convinced that the 
sifiie Omnipotent Disposer of events, who, in so ex- 
tmfxrdinaiy a manner, had manifested to them an 
event of such importance, would never abandon 
themintheprosecutionof an enterprise to which he 
had thereby prompted them, they proceeded, with 
alacrity, to carry it into execution. 

I know, full well, my friends, tiie discouragementa 
and difficulties which ytm niay also have to encounter 
in the accomplishment of your conversion. I know, 
that to men who have been accustomed to lirten to 
the loose suggestions of tiie world, the pure maxims 
of the Gospel will appear at first unpleasant and 
difficult I do not diss^nble that to^break asunder 
the bonds of infernal servitude, to renounce the ex- 
cesses of irregular pleasure, to lay a severe restraint 
on the impetuosity of ungovemed appetites, and to 
subject them to the salutary discipline of mortifica* 
tion and self-denial, may be a somewhat painful and 
arduous task. But let not these considerations dia*- 
eourage you. Let them not dissuade from makipg 
at least a manly and vigorous attempt. You do not 
desist from your vain pursuits of imaginary honors 
and perishable ridies, on account of the pains and 
hardships with which they are att^ided. And are 
not the permanent interests of eternity more worthy, 
far, of your lab<mous efforts than all the fleeting ad* 
vantages of your temporal existence ? Ccmtemplate 
that great and intrinsic d^^nity which you wiU pro- 
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coi^ to your inuDortal aook by banidiing from tbem 
those hordes of unclean spirits which defile and mi- 
daye them, and causing them to become the puce 
temples of tiie Holy Ghost Contemplate those 
^erlastii\g joys which will reward hereafter your 
^lesent sorrows. Contemplate that lasting and 
uninterropted repose which wiU ultimately termi- 
inte your transient labours. Contemplate that 
peace and serenity of mind which wiU spring up 
within you, when every tumultuous passion shall 
have been appeased, and religion shall have estab- 
lished within you her supreme dominion. Be assu- 
red, also, my friends, that the hardships you may 
have to undergo in the work of your conversion, 
will not be of long duration. They may be violent 
fai the beginning : but their violence will decrease 
in proportion to your advancement. TheyaUariae 
out of your form^ habits. And when you diall 
have exchanged those habits for others of an oppe- 
site description, they wiU totally disappear. Nor 
will he, who frt>m the highest heavens shall behold 
you struggling witli undaunted fortitude in so noble 
a cause, withhold from you his divine protection. 
No. He wiU impart to you his invigorating aid. 
He will fight, himself, your honorable battle. He 
will frnstptte all the assaults of the enemies of your 
salvation. He wiU crown your eflforts with victoiy, 
and your brows with. laurels of unfading glory. 

But, to return to the wise men ; — ^we learn from 
the Sacred Scripture, that the star which they had 
seen in the east, an4 whidi had preceded them in 
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their journey to Jerusalem^ withdrew itself from 
their sight on their arriyal at the holy city. Image 
to yourselves for a moment, my friends, the awk-^ 
wardness of the situation in whidi they ware now 
placed. Allured by the appearance of this extra* 
ordinary star, they had abandoned their natiye coun- 
try, they had carefully pursued, over a considerable 
tract of land, the course marked out to them by their 
heayenly guide, and, behold ! when, under its direc- 
tion, they had reached at length the capital of the 
nation whose king they sought, ityanished from 
their yiew, and left them, in the midst of a strange 
country, destitute of all connections, and unproyi<- 
ded with recommendations, to shift for themselyes. 
This indeed, must certainly be acknowledged to 
faaye been a trying situation ; and had they not been 
endued with extraordinary constancy frt>m aboye, it 
must haye induced them to relinquish their inau- 
spidious enterprise, and have caused them to return, 
in disappointment and vexation, to the distant coun*- 
try from which they came. Yet, notwithrtanding 
the discouragements under which they laboured, 
they still remained undaunted and firm. 

Learn, my friends, from the steady and perseve- 
ring constancy of fte wise men, during the tempo- 
rary absence of their Celestial Guide, not to be dis- 
heartened, if, after having been illumined by the 
light of divine grace, and stimulated, by its influence, 
to reform your conduct, you should be left destitute 
for a time of that spiritual joy, that sensibility of 
devotion, those tender effusions of divine love which 



29 

yoa tnay have experienced p^haps in the earlier 
moments subsequent to your conversion. The ene- 
my of your salvation enraged at your emancipation 
from his infernal bondage, employs on these occa- 
skms all the artifices of his malignant ingenuity, to 
persuade you that the Almighty has relinquished his 
designs of mercy in your regard, that his ears are 
^af to all your supplications, and that you have 
nothing to expect from him but the utmost severity 
of his inexorable justice. But do not listen to hb 
malevolent suggestions, my friends. They are pre- 
sented to you with no other view than that of pre- 
dpitating you into your former excesses, by render- 
ing you desperate. Suffer not a notion so injurious 
to the darling attribute of the Almighty to possess 
your minds, as to imagine that he will reject the 
humUe petitions of a repentant heart. No; God, 
you inay be assured, will never abandon you, if you 
do not first abandon him. The temporary suspen- 
sion of that inward comfort and satisfaction which 
you may have before enjoyed in your devotional ex- 
ercises, is not the effect of his ill will towards you, 
or a mark of his displeasure. On the contrary, it 
is a wgnid proof of his affectionate r^ard ; the pure 
result of that earnest solicitude and attentive care, 
with which, like a kind and tender parent, he wishes 
to i™™>te the true and pen^anent imerert ofhi. 
beloved children, by subjecting them to a mild and 
salutary discipline. Were you indulged, without 
interruption, in a constant fruition of spiritual de- 
lights, did you always e^^rience that sublimity of 
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hope atid joy, that ai^nt glow of charity, and dh 
those grateful and ravishing; emotions hy whidi de- 
vout souls are sometimes favoured with a partial' 
anticipation of the happiness of a future state, with* 
out the least mixture of sadness or depression, you' 
might be in danger of being puffed up with spiritual' 
piide, which, spreading its baneful imSuence over 
your souls, would obscure the lustre of your bright- 
est virtues. But when God, in his infinite wisdom 
and mercy, interrupts for awhile his heavenly con<^ 
solations, when he permits the clouds of dejecti<m 
and sadness to intercept the rays of his exhilarating 
countenance, oh ! then, are you tai^ht to fonn a 
proper estimate of your own deserts j then, indeed, 
ai^ you experimentally convinced of the weakness* 
of human nature ; then, to your humiliation, are yoU 
compelled to acknowledge the wretchedness and 
misery of mortal man, unsupported by the strong 
aiin of the mighty one of Israel. Be careful, how- 
ever, my Mends, on these occasions, not to allow 
tMs becoming sense of your infirmities, of yotxr 
wretchedness and miseiy, to degenerate into despon* 
dency • Let it stimulate you rather to have recourse 
to him who can supply, by his aid, the deficiency of 
nature. Let it prompt you to apply with fervw 
for a renewal of these enlivening and invigorating 
graces, a temporary suspension of which was only 
intended for the purification of your virtue and the 
trial of your fidelity. Imitate the conduct of the 
wise men, who, ^' when th^ had hetod the hii^» 
went their way, and bdiold ! the star which they 
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had seen in the east, went heSioe them, until it stood 
over the jdace where the child was. And seeing 
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy/* 
Not less, my friends, will be your joy, if yon imitate 
the example of these admirable sages. Consolations, 
ddigfats, transports, all will be again imparted to 
yon, and reward your constancy with an abundant 
recompense. 

Haying Uius fieur observed the conduct of the wise 
men, in their journey to Bethlehem ; let us now 
survey th^ behaviour at that important period, 
when the stationary appearance of the star an* 
iM>unced to th^n the term of their research and 
labors, and induced them to enter the humUe 
tiotansion over which it remained suspended. Say, 
ye heaven-conducted sages, what went ye in to see ? 
a royal infant clothed in soft garments ? Bdiold 
they that are clothed in soft garments, are in the 
houses of earthly kings. But what went ye in to 
see P A dazzling scene of splendor and magnifi*- 
cence, like that which presented itself to the aston- 
ished sight of Sheba's queen, whom the fame of 
Solomon had called forth from the distant regions of 
the south to witness, with her own eyes, the wonders 
which had been reported to her of his wisdom and 
g^ory ? A greater indeed than Solomon was here, 
though no external appearance of human grandeur 
surrounded his person. For this was he, of whom 
it is written, ^^ and let all the Angels of God adc»re 
him.** Hey beheld, however, no other spectacle 
than such as was of a nature to convey to their minds 
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a lively idea of extreme poverty and distress : tliay 
beheld a little infant attended by an indigent mother^, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger.^ 
So affecting an exhibition might well, one would 
think, excite in a feeling heart ^notions of compas* 
sion ; but surely it must have appeared little calculated 
to inspire respect and reverential awe. And truly, my . 
Mends, had these renowned sages trusted sc^y to 
the report of their senses, they would have been sadly 
disappointed in the object of their expectations. But 
He, who, by means of an extraordinary star, had ccm- 
ducted them in their journey, had diffiised also ov^r 
their minds the supernatural light of a strong and 
lively faith ; and by this they were enabled to dis- 
cover, under those humble veils which covered his 
transcendent majesty, the aug^t personage an- 
nounced by the prophet Isaiah, where he exclaims^ 
^' unto us a child is bom, unto us a son is given, 
and the- government shall be upon his shoulder} 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsel- 
lor. Mighty God, Father Everlasting, Prince of 
Peace.** To him, therefore, as to their God, they 
presented their tributes of religious homage, ^' and 
going into the house, they found the child with 
Maiy his mother, and falling down they adove4 
him. And opening their treasures, they offered 
him gifts, gold, firankincense and myrrh.** 

Such, my friends, should be your sentiments, 
when, after, having pursued, like the wise men, the 
course pointed out to you by the intmor l%fat of 
divine grace, you present yourselves at length be- 
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fere die holy altar, to receive into your souls that 
setf^same Omnipotent Being, whom, under the fonn 
of a h^less infant, those enlightened sages recog* 
nised and worshii^>ed in the stable of Bethlehem. 
What, though, concealed under mysterious vefls, the 
Maze of majesty burst not upon your sight; what, 

tbere displayed ; what, thot^h no star be seen pro- 
elaiming from on high the actual presence of the 
word made flesh ; yet proofs are not wanting to re- 
more fronJ your minds every shadow of doubt re- 
iqpecting this sacred and incontestible truth, proofs 
abundantly sufficient to preclude the necessity of so 
extraordinary a phenomenon. The positive de- 
daration 0/ the Sacred Scriptures, the constant and 
uninterrupted tradition of ages, from the infancy of 
Christianity to the present day ; and, what surely 
must be allowed to be of no inconsiderable weight, 
— ^tbe unerring authority of a church built upon a 
rock, against which you are assured, that the gates 
of hell shall never be suffered to prevail j all bear 
testimony to the reality of his presence. What 
stronger evidence can you reasonably require, to 
captivate your understandings to the obedience of 
Christ, to enable you to discern, under those sacra- 
mental accidents, beneath which he lies humbly 
concealed, the same Almiglity Sovereign whom the 
wise men contemplated under the mean garb of 
human infirmity ; and like them to pour forth to 
him your souls in the most profound sentiments of 
prostrate adoration ? What an ample field of edi- 
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fjixig and inatructjiYe discussian, does the sutgect, 
which I have just entered upon lay open before me ; 
l}Ut time will not permit me to pursue it at present 
Wherefore^ my Mends^ I shall now conclude by 
re(X)mmending to your imitation the fidelity of the 
wise men to the command of 6od^ in opposition to 
the ii\junctions of the hypocritical king of Judea. 
^^ And being warned in sleep that they should not 
return to £(erod, they went back another way, to 
their own country/' Do you, also, my ftiends, ad- 
monished by the words of eternal life, cautiously 
guard against all the artifices of wordlings seeking, 
li]ke Herod, to destroy the divine infemt) bom i^^^ 
tually in your souls by his grace. Reject, with a 
iioUe and virtuous disdain, their wicked 86licitalion^ 
]^es8ing you to return into the broad road of ini-r 
quity and error. And, finally, pursue, with con- 
stancy, the path pointed out to you by the Go^el oi 
Jesus Christ, and it will conduct you in safety to 
your true country. 



36 



SERMON III. 

FESTIVAL OF THE ASCENSION OF 

JESUS CHRIST. 



OK THE BLESSIKQSr RKSULTING tliCm IT, 
AND THE SENTIMENTS WHICH IT IS CALCUIATBD 

TO INSPIRE. 



CkmpfiL* Mark, c. xvi. 9. 14-^20. At that time : Jesus 
peared to the eleTen as they were at tahle ; and he uphraided 
them with their incredulity and hanlness of heart, because they 
<Md not beMeve them who had seen him after he was risen again. 
And he said to them : Go ye into the whole worfd, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature. He that beHeveth and is baptisedj 
shall be saved : but he that believeth not, shall be condemned. 
And these signs shall follow them that belieVe : In my name they 
shall cftst out devils : they ^all ^>eak with new tongues : (begr 
shall take im seipents: and if they shall drink any deadly 
thing, it shan not hurt diem : they shall lay their hxtn&A uppn 
the sick, and they ^lall recover. And the Lord Jesus, after he 
had spoken to them, was taken up into Heaven, and sitteth on 
tiie right hand of Gt)d. But they going forth preached every 
where : the Lord working withal, and confirming the wcnrd with 
signs that followed. 

It is related in the Acts of the Apostles, that our 
blessed Savioor '' showed himself alive after his 
passion by many proofs, for forty days, appearing to 
tJiem and speaking of the kingdom: of God." (Acts, 
ci. V. 3.) On one of these occasions, and that 
probably at Jerosalem, he is stated, in the Gospel of 
tliis? festival, to have discovered himself to thendt 
wh^i they were at table, and to have rqproaclwcl 
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them with their incredulity and hardness of h^art^ 
in refusing to give credit to the testimony of those 
who had heen ocular witnesses of his posthnm^usi 
existence. ^^ At length he appeared to the dsvea, 
as they were at tahle, and he upbraided them wiUi 
their incredulity and hardness of heart, because they 
did not believe them who had seen him after he wa3 
risen again/' He is then recorded to have deU- 
vered to them a commission to preach the Gospel 
to the inhabitants ^f the earth, without any distinct 
tion between Jew and Gentile ; accompanied, on the 
one hand^ with a promise of salvation to all such fta 
should cordially receive, and practically observe the 
covenant of mercy which was proffered to them ; 
and with a menace of condemnation, on the other, 
to those who should obstinately reject it* ^^ And 
he said to them, go preach the Gpspel to every 
creature ; he who believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved, but he who believeth not, shall be con- 
demned/^ To enable them to gain credence to the 
doctrines which they were thus commanded to teach, 
he is related to have pledged his word that he would 
invest the believers of them with powers to perform 
nxkch supernatural works, in confirmatioii of their 
truth, as would place it beyond the possibility of a 
doubt '^ And these signs shall follow them that 
believe. In my name they shaU cast out devils ; 
they shall speak with new tongues ; vthey shall take 
19 serpents ; and if they shall drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them : they sJiall lay their^ 
hands upon the sick, and they shall recover." Hav^ 
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ifig^ addressed the Apostles in these terms^ he pro- 
ceeded with them, as it would seem from St. Luke, 
to Bethania, situated on mount Olivet, where, in 
the words of the same Evangelist, ^^ lifting up his 
hands and blessing them," he is represented by St. 
Mark, in this day's Gospel, to have been raised up 
to heaven, and as there sitting pre-eminently exal* 
ted in the blissful kingdom of his Heavenly Father. 
^ And the Lord Jesus, aft;er he had spoken to them, 
was taken up into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God." The Gospel then concludes by ob- 
serving that the Apostles, in obedience to the man- 
date of their Divine Master, dispersed themselves 
abroad, in every direction, labouring with indefati- 
gable zeal and industry, in the discharge of their 
high commission, and that the promised miracles 
attended invariably their successftil exertions. " But 
they going forth preached every where ; the Lord 
working withal, and confirming Ihe word with signs 
that followed." 

The joyful event of the Ascension of our blessed 
Saviour into heaven, which is briefly mentioned in 
the Goi^el of this festival, appointed by the church 
to commemorate it, is described more circumstantially 
m Ae Acts of the Apostles, in the following terms : — 
** And when he had said these things while they 
looked on, he was raised up : and a cloud received 
Mm out of their sight. And while they were be- 
fa0l(fiiig him going up to heaven, behold two men 
sfood by them in white garments, who also said : 
Ye men ctf Galilee> why stand you looking up to 
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hearen? ThiiJetoawhoistekenupfroiiiyouiiito 
hearen^ diall so coma sb you have seen iom going 
into hearen. '' From tins passage of hdy writ it 
dearly appears, in the first place, tliat Cfaiist Jesus^ 
the man Christ Jesus, did actually, in the presencey 
and in the si^ of his Apostles, ascend ahove the 
clouds, since it was the interposition of a doud which 
intercepted thdr ulterior view of him ; and, in the 
next place, that the important intelligence of his 
entrance into hear^i was communicated to them 
hy two messengers from that blissful abode. But 
what, it may be asked, and where is that particular 
part of space to which the appellation of heaven is 
here given ? Why, my friends, from comparing 
the narrative of the glorious event which is the 
sul^ect of this instmetion, with other passages of 
the Saci^d Scripture in which it is aUuded to^ 
as where it is called *^ his ascending to his firfher,'' 
(John, c. ii v. 17.) ^^his passing out of this worid 
to his Father," (John, c. 13. v. 1.) ^' his a||>eaiiiig 
in the presence of God," (Heb., c. ix. i;. 24.) ** his 
being exalted to the right hand of God^" (Acts, 
c. ii. V. 13.) ^^ his being taken up into gh«y," 
(1 Tim., €. iiL v. 16,) "his entering into glory," 
(Luke, c. 34. v. 26.) or, as it is expressed by St» 
Peter, " the magnificent gkry,"^ (2Petbr, c. L t*. 
17.)^^ his entering into tiiemodk inward part bduad 
the veil," (Heb., c vk i;. IQ.) " his having ascesdisd 
ahove all the heavens," (Eph., e. iv. v. 10.) ''havii^ 
been made higher tlmn the heavens^" (Heb*, c. va. 



39 

V. 30.)-— 4roiti oompttring it, I My, with these and 
ainiilair passages, it is manifest, that hj heaven is 
to he understood that peculiar place in the umyerse 
of God, wfaidi is hright, beyond erery other, with 
the eAdgence of his glory, — ^which is supereminent- 
ly exalted above all other places; which in holiness, 
beauty, splendor, and magnificence, is incompara- 
Uy «aperior to ^m ; that it is the aogost presence- 
diBinber, if I inay be allowed the expresdon, of the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords — ^the inmost 
sanctoary of God's Temple not made with hands, 
in which, firom the mercy seat of light inaccessible, 
he replenishes the souls of the jnst made perfect 
with nnutterable delights. 

Such, my friends, is the grand and magnificent 
dwdHng to which our blessed Saviour is represented, 
in this day's Gospel, to have been borne up aloft, 
— not, like the prophet Elias, in a chariot of fire, but 
as tie only begotten Son of God — ^by the inherent 
energy of the fulness of '^ the Godhead dwelling in 
him bodily, " wfa^e he occupies a station superior, 
beyond comparison, to that of the most dignified 
of the glorified spirits that surround the throne of 
God. For, ** he sdtteth," says the Gospel, " on the 
right hand of God." Not that God, who is a pure 
Spirit, possesses, Uke human beings, coiporeal mem- 
bers; but the expression is used in reference to a 
custom at the courts of earthly princes, to convey 
an idea of the high degree of pre-eminence to 
which the humanity of Jesus is raised in the court 
of heaven. For, the most signal mark of distinc- 
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tion which it was usual finr the monaicfas of lUe east* 
to confer on those whom they designed to bmoittv 
was that of placmg them^ cm solemn ooGaoaBs,- al 
their right hand. Accordingly, we read^ in the llmrd 
book of Kings, (c. ii. v. 10) tiiat when the iira4he^ 
of Solomon came to petition in favor of Adooias^ 
who had rebelled against him, he sat cbwn on Ifas 
throne, '^ and a throne was set for the king's mothdr 
and she sat on his right hand ;" and tiiat the sons 
of Zebedee, erroneously imagining the kii^dotn' <rf' 
Christ to resemble an eardily kii^om, begged tint 
they might sit, the one on his i^ht hand, and te 
other on his left, in his kii^dom. (Matt^, e. x^» 
t;. 21.) ^When Christ, theiefoi^, is lepresented, in 
this day's Gospel, as sitting at the right hand of Qoii^ 
the meanincr is clearly dns : — ^that Christ, in his 
hmnan nal^e, is elevaLl to a pitch of grandeur 
and felicity inferior to that of the Divinily alone. Of 
this state of exaltation does the Apostie speak, wh^ 
he sa^ts, that " God raised him up from the dead and 
set him at his own right hand, in the heavenfy 
places, above aU princip^Hty, and power, and viZ 
and dominion, and evJry Lne tL is named, not 
only in this world,butlin that which istooo^e, 
and hath put all things under his feet" (EpH.^(r.L v. 
20 — 22.) And this the same Apostle represents as 
Christ's peculiar prerogative, which no other created 
being is perautted to enjoy. " For to which (^thean- 
gels," he asks, "did Grod say at any time: sit on my 
right hand, until I make thy enemies thy footstool?" 
(Heb., e. i. V. 13.) 
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^ Hie first emotion which the contemplatioii of the 
gkNn€ms event of the Ascension of Jesns Christ is 
calculated to excite in the breast of every sincere 
. Cfaristiitn^ is that of the most livdy and heartfelt 
exultation. For if we read, with pleasure, the ac- 
counts recorded in history of hon(nrs conferred on 
^fetBDtgvished individuals, as public testimonials of 
their eminent virtues, and meritorious achievements 
in the service of their country, and are prepared to 
join in the acclamations of applause with which they 
were hailed by their admiring and grat^id contem- 
porari^ ; ^with what unutterable satis£abction, with 
what rsqpturous expressions of joy, does it not be- 
tome us to celebrate the memory of that splendid 
triumph of the immortal Champion of man^s salva- 
tion, when, ascending on high, andleading captivity 
captive, he took possession of his seat of glory at 
tlie right hand of his Eternal Father ? Where, 
in reality, among the children of men, are we to 
lookfor one, who— in intrinsic worth, in every good 
tnd excell/ent quality which can. contribute to em- 
beUish and to exalt human ^nature^— is to be com- 
^ ^U. th» m>m^ jm^ of every pe.&c 
tion ? . In what school of philosophy was taught a 
scheme of ethics, by any of the most renowned 
sages of antiquity, which will bear to be put in 
con^etition with those pure, sublime, yet perfectly 
intelligible and popular lessons of heavenly wisdom, 
and divine morality, addressed by the blessed Jesus 
to. the promiscuous multitudes that followed him ; 
and which he exemplified, moreover, in his own 
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conduct ? Or when did there exist a man^ wkne 
serrioes to his feUow^-men^ can^ in any degree, tie, 
with those which the incarnate Son of God ImM 
merciAilly condescended to render to die creatures 
of his hand? What thraldom so severe and da- 
grading as that to whidi the fisdher of the human 
race had subjected, by his transgression^ his miser-' 
able descendants ? What loss so great, a» that 
of the never-ending joys of heaven, from which limy 
were excluded by that direful catastrophe ? Wh^t 
punishment so dreadful as that which it had ^itailed 
upon them in an unfathomable abyss of enckns 
woe ? Now it was from this galling and ignomin*^ 
ious servitude during life, and from this terrftld 
and everlasting punishment after death, that the^ 
immortal deliverer — ^to whom '^ all power had be6A 
given in heaven and on earth," and whose triumi^i- 
ant entry into the capital of his mighty empire^ 
if I may be allowed the expressdon, we this day 
commemorate — has rescued the whole human raee^ 
from the beginning to the end of time, with no 
other limitation than that of the acceptance of Im 
overture of giace, and obedience- to his ordinances^ 
And it is through his interposition, that the attedn- 
der has been cancelled which had previously debar- 
red them from their blissful inheritance in the hea- 
venly Jerusalem. Are we not then impencHiflly 
called upon, not only by a due sense of his hi|^ 
deserts, but by all the strongest motives ci^Ue e# 
influencing a gratefrd heart, to testify to him our 
wannest congratulations on the present occasion ? 
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Lxtmrest, also, as well as grotitade, should prompt 
us to Tqoioe with our Divine Redeemer in his glo- 
lions triumph, which we this day celebrate ; since 
his trhimph is, in reaHtj, our own triumph ; his ex- 
altation our own exaltation ; his felicity our own fe- 
lidtf • For in the person of Christ Jesus ascending 
into heaven, we behold. our own nature elevated to 
a station of superemment dignity; we behold it 
emtering triumphantly into that blessed mansion, 
the portals of which had before been closed against 
it ; we behold it taking possession of that eternal 
inheritance from which sin had debarred it, but 
which the immortal Captain of our salvation has 
jdaced within the reach of his f&ithful follow^». 
Yes, my friends, the enjoyment of that felicity, 
wloch, in the person of Christ Jesus, is allotted to 
o«r human nature, is a pledge of that with which 
aB who walk in his heav^ily footsteps may expect 
to be rewarded. For he assured his disciples that 
it was to -ptepeae mansions for them ^^ he was about 
to ascend to his Father, and their Father, that where 
he was, ^y also might be." And those mansions 
he ctid actualfy prepare, both for them and for all 
his laithfhl adherents, by fitting them for their re- 
c^tion through his precious blood, with which he 
ei!rtered into the inward sanctuary of the highest 
heavens, having obtained for them et^nal redemp- 
tion. *'For it was necessary," says St. Paul, **that 
the patterns of heavenly things should be cleansed 
with these, (alluding to the bloody sacrifices of the 
old law) but the heavenly things themselves with 
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better sacrifices than these. For Je«m is not en- 
tered into the Sanctuaries made with hands, the 
patterns of the true : but into heayen itself^ tiiat he 
may appear now in the presence of God for ns.*^ 
(Heb., e, ix. V. 23, 24.) 

Not only did he ascend into heaven in order to 
prepare mansions for his disciples and all his £fti&- 
ftd adherents ; but also to prepare them for those 
celestial mansions, by the descent of the Holy Spirit 
upon them, to which it appears, from his own d^ 
daration, that his Ascemdon into heaven was an ^h 
sential preliminary. '^ But I tell you the tm&j it 
is expedient to you that I go ; for if I go not, the 
Ftoadete will not come to you : but if I go, I wfll 
send him to you." (John, c. xvi. v. 7.) For let tt 
never be forgotten, my Mends, that the divine m* 
flu^nce of the Spirit of €rod on our minds and hearts 
is necessary to qualify us to become fit tenants for 
those blessed abodes which the Saviour of mankind 
went to prepare for us, by his Ascension into heaven* 
The qualifications necessary for the purpose, are 
capacities of enjoyment adapted to the objects whicdi 
constitute the happiness of tiie efect in the r^ons 
of bliss, and dii^ositions of mind conformable to 
those of the hs^py beings with whom we are des*- 
tined to associate. For, however exquisite the de-* 
light which those objects may be capable of «fibr«k*^ 
ing to all whose capacities of enjoyment are atbim^ 
pered to them ; yet, to* those who are d^tute of 
such corresponding faculties, they can yield no 
pleasure. What pleasure, for innitance, caa^that 
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umi be thoii|^ to derive from the finest concert of 
mnsicy whose ear is not attuned to the harmony of 
wwett sounds ? Or what allurements can a librarj 
stodLod with the choicest productions of genius, in 
every branch of science and elegant Uteratore — 
which to a person of cultivated understanding and 
r^ned taste is a source of such exalted satisfaction 
— be conceived to have for one whose mind has 
not been prepared, by previous cultivation, for the 
ii^Ileetual repast ? What entertainment, nunre- 
over, could such an one ^ther receive from, or com^ 
nnuodcate to, a society of individuals devoted to 
Ikerary ot: scientific pursuits ? Instead of contri- 
buting to each other's gratification, would they not, 
on the contrary, be irksome to each other ? How 
then is it to be imagined that '^ the good things of 
t^ Lord in the land of the living," that those pure, 
i^piritual and sublime delights which ravisli the souls 
of the just made perfect, can have any attractions 
for those whose minds, gravitating perpetually to 
the earth, ^' mind not,'' to use the language of the 
Apostle, " the things that are above "? Or how 
can they be deemed to be suitable associates who 
have notlni^ in common to recommend them to 
eadi other ? No, my fiiends; that can never be. 
To be quaMed to relish the enjoyments of heaven, 
there mwA be a heavmily firame of mind ; and to 
be fit members for the society of its inhabitants, 
&ere must be a correspondence of dispositions, an 
identity of views, a community of interests, a simi* 
larity of inclinations. To persons devoid of these 
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^laHfiottioiis, heaven itself would cease to Ibe h^t^ 
ven, and their admission into it would disturb, wiA 
discord, tbe hamonr of tlie Messed. Now tkrae 
qnalifications »« tlie precions frdls of tl. diri^e 
mfluence of that Holy Spirit of whose desceiit upon 
his disdj^s, our blessed Saviour, as I have abreadjr 
observed, declared his AsceBskm into heaven to be 
an indispensable condition. He, alone, can enable 
tts to disengage onr aiections from the un8a*titfiBK>« 
torj and perishable things of eartb, and ^ to sedi 
the things which are above, where Christ » sitting 
at the right hand of God." He, alone, ** by potn^ 
ing the love of God abroad in our hearts," catf 
cause ns to delight in contemplating his divine per^ 
feetions, and impart to us a relish hr " ike gt)o«b 
tilings of the Lord in the land of the living." He, 
alone, can so harmonize our minds and hearts wilb 
those of the choirs of blessed s^ts, as to prepare* 
us here on earth for their happy society hereafter in 
heaven. 

Let it be remembered, however, at the sani^ 
time, that the influence of the Holy Sj^t will be 
inefiectual upon our souls without our own co-oper- 
ation with it. For although our blessed Saviour 
has himself assured us, ^^ that his Heavenly Fatli^r 
will give the good spirit to those who ads: him," 
(Luke, c. xiv. r. 13.) and "that to every oi^tihafc 
hath shall be given, and he shall abound" (Matt., 
c. XXV. V. 29.) ; yet he has also denounced Ae 
most dreadM woes against^ the unprofitable ser- 
vant, who^ by his negligence and siq^eness, has* 
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nJlQiwed the talent intruated to him by bis Lord to 
remain im{>n)ductiye and fruitless. ^' Cast ye/* 
said he^ '^the unprofitable servant into exterior 
darkness* There shall be weeping and gnash* 
ing of teeth.'' (Matt., c. xxt. v. 30.) And the 
seme Apostiiei who informs us that ^' Gad worketh 
in ns both to will and to do," has likewise exhorted 
us ''to work out our own salvation in fear and 
trembling." From these and innumerable other 
passages in the Sacred Scripture, it is perfectly evir 
^miy that <he grace of the Holy Spirit, unaccompar 
nied by the concurrence of our own exertions, wiU 
never beget within us that heavenly frame of mind 
which is suitable to the enjoyments, and congenial 
to the dispositions of the happy society of the just 
made perfect. K, therefore, you wish to become 
b^reafier ''partakers of the lot of the saints in 
light," you must walk, whilst you are here, like 
(jiildren of l^i^ht; you must accustom yourselves, 
by faith "to see, as through a glass, in a dark man* 
191^," that when "&ce to £eu^" the beatific vision 
sjiiall burst upon you in a flood of glory, and " you 
shsdl see even as you are seen," you may not, like 
the obscene birds of night, which shim the light of 
d^., be painfully affected by it, but be duly prepared 
to exult fiw ev^ with transports of joy in its ever* 
ln^^ting eflblgence, carrolling harmoniously, with 
your partners in. bliss, the praises of him " who was, 
who is, and who is to come." • Like children of light, 
" you must have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
weifes of darkness, but rather reprove them : for the 
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fruit of the light is in all goodness, and justice, and 
truth." (Eph. c, v. V, 9 — 11.) Avoiding, that is 
to say, with caution, and fearlessly reprobating the 
defilements of sin of every description — ^which, by 
darkening the understanding and corrupting the 
heart, render those who are polluted by them imfit for 
admission into those pure abodes, which ^^nothing de^ 
filed can enter" — ^you must endeavour, on the contra- 
ry — ^by the mortification of your passions, the govern- 
ment of your tempers, the purity of your intentions, 
the gentleness of your manners^ and the discharge 
of every social duty — ^to acquire, to cultivate, and to 
improve such settled habits of soul, as, when perfected 
in glory, will be suited at once to the joys of heaven, 
and to the blissful society of its glorious inhabitants. 
Many, I know, there are who fondly persuade 
themselves that although during life their minds 
may have been wedded to the things of earth, and 
heaven in a manner shut out from thefr thoughts, 
yet, if, at the eve of their dissolution, they have an op- 
portunity, as they imagine, of making their peace 
with God, by having recourse to the Sacrament of 
penance, and of complying with such other rites of 
the church as are usually administered on that aw- 
fiil occasion, they will be ultimately admitted '^ into 
the joy of their Lord." But this, my friends, is a 
most deplorable delusion. For, although it be al- 
lowed that, by a miracle of grace, an habitual sin- 
ner may be transformed, in his last moments, into a 
saint, — of which we have one solitary example 
recorded in the Sacred Scripture — ^yet, St Paul in- 
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forms us> that ^^ what things a man shall sow, those 
also shall he reap ; for that he who soweth in the 
flesh, of the flesh also he shall reap corruption ; but 
that he who soweth in the spirit, shall of the spirit 
reap life everlasting." (Gal. c. v. v. 8.) Neither 
let the religious formalist ^^ take the flattering imc- 
tion to his Qoul/' that because he abstains from 
scandalous excesses which would disgrace him in 
the eyes of men — ^that because, moreover, he is 
laudably exact in the discharge of his sacred duties 
of public and ^ private worship, and punctual in 
the dl>servance of the ordinances of the church, he 
is therefore duly qualified to be a fellow-citizen of 
the saints in heaven ; whilst, by the irritability of 
hU ^^, fl.e ^y^j of hi, j^pncu. .nd U.e 
asperity of his censures, he is a perpetual cause 
of uneasiness, of discord and animosities to his fel- 
low creatures upon earth. The peace and concord 
of the mausioi^s of bliss are incompatible with the 
character of such turbulent inmates. 

Think not, my friends, that the preparatory dis- 
cipline, which I have represented to you as necessary 
to .enable you to acquire such habits of soul as the 
nature of the enjoyments and the character of the 
inhabitants of the heavenly Jerusalem essentially 
demand, will operate to the detriment of your tem- 
poral interests. It will require you, it is true, " to 
seiek, in the first place, the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness ; *' but havi^g seemed that point, 
it will oppose no obstacle whatever to an upright, 
diligent, and vigorous prosecution of your earthly 
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concerns j whilst, by its happy influence over y<mr 
minds, it will^ at the same time, prevent that care- 
ftihiess expressly recommended by St Paul in his 
epistle to the Romans, (Rom. c. xii. t;. 11.) from 
degenerating into the uneasiness of worldly solici- 
tude, which, in his first episUe to the Corinthians, 
he as positively censures. (1 Cork. c. vii. v. 32.) 
Nor will it, in any manner, contribute to add to the 
troubles, or to detract from the comforts of your pro* 
bationary state. I am persuaded on the contrary. 
th.t flTeffect win be. iTmJit,, the w ^^ 
F.„ from ^U.er^ yZ trouble/Ly ^ 
whether from the visitation of God, or the malig- 
nity of man ; from bodily infirmity, or firom men- 
tal distress ; from the casualties of life, or the ravages 
of death ; your resignation to the divine will, and the 
equability of your temper will greatly tend to miti- 
gate them ; whilst blended with the pleasures of the 
devout affections, accompanied with a conscience 
exempt from reproach, and attended by the good 
will of those whose hapjaness you seek to promote, 
your comforts, will, I am convinced, be prodigiously 
augmented. And oh ! the joys, the ecstatic joys, — 
oh ! the pure, the boundless, the everlasting trans- 
ports of delight which await you beyond the grave, 
when, your earthly tabernacles having been dissol- 
ved, your disembodied souls will wing their flight 
to the regions of blessed spirits, of the wisei, and of 
the good of all times, and of all countries, there 
*• to hold high converse with them," and to «ajoy 
with them, throughout eternity, the ineffable '^ things 
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wliich eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man (to conceive), but 
which God hath prepared for them who love him !*• 
Surely, my friends, the consideration of so immense 
and permanent a remuneration should induce you 
to submit to any state o[ preparatory discipline, 
however rigorous it may be, if necessary, to fit you 
for the possession of it For what proportion is 
there between the severest hardships, afflictions, and 
troubles, of this transitory life, and the never-ending 
joys of the next ? Courage ! then, my poor, afflic* 
ted, and distressed friends, courage ! I say ; suffer 
not the clouds of dejection and sadness to darken 
your future prospects. Do not allow them to blot 
out from your sight those ^^ glorious things which 
are said of thee, O city of God!" Let them not 
be permitted, like the cloud mentioned in the Acts 
of the Apostles, which received the blessed Jesus 
out of the sight of the Apostles, to intercept the 
view exhibited to you, through the medium of faith, 
^' of that same divine Author and finisher of faith," 
who, having joy set before him, endured the cross, 
despismg the shame, and sitteth on the right hand 
of the throne of God." (Heb., c. xii. v. 2.) "Think," 
on the contrary, oh ! " think diligently upon him that 
endured such opposition from sinners against him- 
self," as the Apostle exhorts; "that you be not 
wearied, fainting in your minds." (Heb., c. xii. 
V. 3.) And comfort yourselves with the assurance 
of the same Apostle, that, if you suffer with him 
at present, you will be glorified with him eternally 
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hereafter. And that '^ the present tribulation, which 
is momentary and light, worketh for us above mea- 
sure exceedingly an eternal weight of glory." (2 
CoRR., c. iv. V. 17.) 

In conclusion, my friends, let me call your atten- 
tion to the words addressed by the Angels to the 
Apostles, who, when a cloud had " received their 
Divine Master out of their sight," still continued 
to gaze, in an ecstacy of admiration upon it, yet 
bright, it may be presumed, with the irradiations of 
his glory, as the sldrts of the horizon are seen 
illumined by the reflected rays of the departed 
sun. " Ye men of Galilee,*' said those celestial 
messengers, " why stand you looking up to heaven ? 
This Jesus, who is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come, as you have seen him going into hea- 
ven." Oh ! remember then, my friends, that this 
same Jesus, whose Ascension into heaven we this 
day celebrate, will descend again from it at the 
awful day of final retribution, in great power and 
majesty, to judge the world; that the just will then 
be placed on the right hand of the judge, and the 
wicked on his left; and that by an irrevocable 
sentence which will then be passed, you will be 
associated eternally with the former, in the regions 
of bliss, or linked for ever with the latter, in the 
regions of despair and misery. And let the serious 
contemplation of that final issue of all earthly things 
stimulate you to co-operate with the Holy Spirit, in 
acquiring that heavenly temper of soul which may 
qualify you " to become hereafler partakers of the 
lot of the saints in light." 
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SERMON IV. 



FESTIVAL OF CORPUS CHRISTI. 



ON THB DOCTRINE OF THE REAL PRESENCE OF JESUS 

CHRIST IN THE SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST, 

AND ITS INFLUENCE ON THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO 

BELIEVE IT, IN THEIR APPROACH TO THE 

SACRED MYSTERIES. 



GosPRL. Jnhn,, c. vi. 17. 56—^9. At that time : Jesus said to 
the multitude of the Jews : my flesh is meat indeed : and my 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinkem 
«iy blood, abideth in me, and I in him. As the living Father 
hath sent me, and I live by the Father : so he that eateth me, 
the same also shall live by me. This is the bread that came 
domi from heaven. Not as your Others did eat manna, and 
are dead. He that eateth this bread shall live for ever. 

The words of this day's Gospel axe part of a dis- 
<;^iirse deUyered by our blessed Saviour at Ca- 
phiumaum to Uie multitude who had followed him 
thidi^, after they had been miraculously fed with 
faready in the wilderness^ by the supernatural op- 
eration of his divine power. And, as it was his 
i^sual custom to avail himself of circiunstances which 
incidentally occurred in communicating his instruc- 
tion, he took occasion, from the recent miracles which 
the multitude had witnessed, to elevate their minds 
to another species of food, with which it was his 
intention to provide his faithful followers for the 
nourishment of their souls. " Labouy not," said 
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he, ^ for the meat wMch pms^ieth, but for that whi(& 
eBdureih to eyerlaBting life, which the sob of maa 
^^ ff^^ you.'' The food to whidi he alladed, 
he afterwards declared to be his own fledb, r^resen- 
ting it figuratiTely under the appellation of bread. 
*^I/' said he, <^ am the bread of life; I am the liv- 
mg bread which came down from heayen. If any 
man eat of this bread he shall live for ever; 
and the bread that I will give k my flesh for the 
life of the world." The Jews, however, unable to 
conceive the possibility of realising an assertion 
80 incomprehenoible to tlieir underkandmgs, were 
vary naturally induced to exclaim, '' how can this 
man give us his flesh to eat ?'* To this exclamation 

our blessed Saviour replied m terms, which instead 
of softening, corroborated, on the contrary, that as- 
sertion, and which evidently indicated that they had 
rightly apprehended his meaning; since he ^. 
phatically averred — ^and that, too, with the most 
solenm assevcaration — ^that an actual participation 
of his fl^ and blood, revolting as it was to their 
low amceptions, was nevertheless indispeEDsaUy 
neoessary for maintaining within them the piincdple 
oi life. ^^ Then Jesus said to them, amen, wami. 
I say unto you, except you eat the flesh of the son 
of man and drink his blood, you shall not have life 
in you." But, that they might not imagine that 
the jj^inciple of life of which he spoke, was that 
which quickened thdr corporeal frames, he addedr^ 
that Hie vital principle to wtddb he alluded, was a. 
principle of a h^her order : that it would impart 



55 

to diem a life of endkssblist; and tfaift to be quali- 
fied for the enjoyment of that fife, their eartU^ to- 
bemaele would be again reared up from Ihe dost 
incorruptible and immortal : — *^ He that eateth my 
flesh and drinketh my blood hath everiasting life^ 
and I will raise him up at tihe last day/' This ad« 
mirable effeet he then ascribed, in the opening of ttia 
day's Grospel, to the nutridous efficacy of that veiy 
flesh and blooc^ the posability of imparting which 
WES, to the incredulous Jews, so utterly incompre^ 
hensible. ^^ For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed." He, in the next place, in^ 
formed them in what manner this wonderM operar 
tion, productiy e of eyerlasting life, would be effiscted ; 
that it would be by the intimate union whidi would 
be produced between himself and those, who, in 
^x)per dispositions, should become partakers of his 
flesh and blood; an uni<m resulting from that 
poweiful influence of divine grace which Ae, on the 
one hand, by abiding in them, would not feil to in* 
ftwe inta thdr «>«1b; and by which they, on ih» 
Othi^ hand, would be induced red^rocally to adhere 
to him with the closest attachment. ^^He that 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, abideth in 
me, and I in him." No w this union between him- 
self and the worthy receivers of his flesh and blood, 
he compared to that existing between himself and 
his Heavenly Father ; and he observed, that aa hii 
union with his Heavenly Father was the source of 
Id. ownmun..lal exuJce, »d>eir«>k<.irid.h»i. 
self would be productive to th^n of everlasting life. 
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<< An the liviBg Father Imtti sent me^and I live l^ 
the Father, so he that eateth me the same also 
shall live by me/' Such, he finally ccmduded, was 
the influence of that Celestial Food which he had 
actually provided for them in his own person for 
the nouridbment of their souls. It was a food, he 
said, which would be found, in its efficacy, inc^oi* 
parably superior to Ihat which nourished their fore* 
feUhers in the desert ; for that the manna with which 
^y were fed during their wanderings in the wild* 
emess, did not pieserve them from the stroke of 
death} but that the food which A« was prepared to be* 

* 

stow.on them would be tlie means of secuiis^ to 
them a blissful immortality. '^ This is the bread 
which came down from heaven ; not as your fathers 
did eat manna, and are dead. He that eateth tins 
bread, shall live for ever." 

Having thus laid before you the exclamation of 
the Jews on the present occasion, imd expounded 
to you the reply returned to it by our blessed Stt* 
viour, as recorded in the Grospel, I now confidessdy 
ask, if it be credible that the mercifrd Redeemer of 
mankind would have answered their ex^bxnation kk 
this manner, had it been founded onatotal mis- 
conception of Im n^aning ? Would he not, on flie 
coBtraiy. have informed them of their miateke, 
which he himself, by the language he Iraid used, 
would have unintentianally occasioned ? Wotdd 
he not have rectified th^ erroneous ideas on a sub* 
ject of such vast importance both to themselves, 
and to generations yet unborn ? Such, unquestion- ^ 
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aUy, would have bemi his couduet, had the Jews 
pat a wnmg construction up<m his words. As such, 
however, was not his conduct, as he did not tell 
them Aat thej had put a wrong construction upon 
his words, it must necessarily be concluded, tiiat 
they did actually understand those words in the 
sense in which he had intended they should be un^ 
derstood ; and that, consequently, his design was» 
— as they, firom his expression, had truly conceived 
it to be — ^to give them really his flesh to eat, and 
his blood to drink. This wonderful design he car- 
ried into ^ect at his last supper, the night before 
hiB passion, when, as we read in St Matthew, 
^^ he took bread, and blessed, and broke, and gave 
it to hie disciples, and said. Take ye and eat, this 
is my body. And taking the chalice he gave 
thanks, and gave to them, saying, Drink ye ail of 
this ; for this is my blood of the new testament, 
which shall be shed for many for the remission of 
sins." (Matt., e. xxvi. v. 26, — 28.) He added, 
moreover, as we learn both from St. Luke and St. 
Faul^ (Luke. c. xxii. t?. 19; 1 Cor. c. xi. v. 24.) 
the following most remarkable words, ^^ Do this for 
a commemoration of me.** From these passages 
of holy writ, two things are particularly deserving 
of our attention. The first is, that if Christ be to 
be belieyed, (and how can any Christian, consis- 
tently with his profession, r^use to believe him ?) 
that if. Christ, I say^ be to be believed, he actually 
did cause bread and wine to become, in some way 
or other, his own body and blood. The second is 



58 

Uiis, diat he commissioned his Aposdes, who were 
at tabk with him, to do the same, when he thus ad- 
dressed them, " Do this for a commemoration of 
me." The commission, and consequentlj the 
power, (for the one would he an absurdity without 
the other) which the Apostles, in this manner, re- 
cdved from their divine Master to cause bread and 
wine to become his body and blood, they communi- 
cated to others, by the imposition of hands, in the 
sacrament of ordination. And, by this sacred and 
solemn rite of divine institution, have the same been 
transmitted to their successors in the ministry, in 
every succeedmg age. And it is in viZ7this 
coiIisskTaJo^ power, so transmitted, that 
the bishops and priests of the Catholic Church per* 
form their part as the ministers of God, in the same 
supematmral operation at the present day. 

Snchf my Mends, are the solid and substantial 
grounds with which the plain, obvious, and literal 
interpretation of the clearest passages of the Sacred 

doctrine, respecting the real presence of Jesus 
Christ in the adorable sacram^[it of the altar, 
which, tiU the era of the reformation, ajbout 300 
years ago, was the universal belief of the Chrktian 
Church in every country and in every i^. It is 
not, however, my intention, this day, to enter largely 
on an elaborate defence of this important dogma. 
The edification of those who have the l^pneas to 
bdieve it is the main object of the instruction 
which you are about to hear. Thus much, however. 
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I thiiik it but fto^ to offer to the conedderatioii of 
those, should any such be here present, who can not 
prevail upon thmnselves to receive it Christ has 
spoken. His words are as phun as hinguage can 
possibly be to every und^^tanding. This, he has 
said, is my body : this is my blood. Do you mean 
to assert, seriously, thai to he false, which Christ 
has e;q^licitly declared to be true ? I am convinced 
yoadonot God forUd, my dissenting friends, that 
I should suspect you for a moment of so blasphe- 
mous an intention* But this, you must give me 
leave to observe, you undesignedly do, when you 
deny the reality of his corporal presence in the 
holy sacrament For that which Christ declared 
to be his body, you say, is not his body ; and that 
which Christ declared to be his blood, you say is not 
his blood. Are not these direct contradictions to 
his most positive assertions ? By what plea win 
you attempt to justify yomr incredulity in this 
lespect? Will you reply, in the language of the 
unbeUeying disciples, '^this is a hard saying, and 
who can hear it" ? They deserted their divine 
Master because on this very subject they were not 
aUe to comprehratd his doctrine ; and this principle, 
if acted upon by you, would lead you to a renunci- 
atioQ of Christianity altogether* For Christianity 
is r^ete with ,hard sayings of the same so^ : it 
abounds with doctrines which you are not able to 
compcciiend. Is not the mystery of the Trinity, 
for instance, quite a» incomprehensible as that of 
the imd presence of Jesus Christ in the sacrament 
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of the altar ? But I forbear pursuing these dbser^ 
yadons any farther at present, and I shall now take 
my leave of them, recommending, at the same time, 
to your particular attention, the following pious 
and elegant lines which were penned by llie poet 
Drtden, after his conversion to the Catholic faith. 

Good life be now my task, my doubts are done. 

What more could fright my Mth, than three in one ? 

Can I believe eternal God could lie 

Disguised in mortal mould and infancy ?— » 

That the great Maker of the world could die ? 

And afiber that trust my imperfect sense 

That calls in question his omnipotence ? 

Can I my reason to my faith compel P 

And shall my n^ht, and touch and tasie, r^>d ? 

Superior faculties are set aside : 

Shall their subservient organs be my guide ? 

Hind and Panthbr. 

Returning now to jou, my CathoUc Mends, who 
believe the doctrine of the real presence of your 
blessed Saviour in the sacrament of the altar j — 
let me entreat you to consider what sentiments that 
belief, if duly impressed upon your minds, is calcu- 
lated to excite. Reflect seriously on the import of 
that belief. Think, but for a moment, on what it 
necessarily implies. Oh ! my friends, it implies a 
strong, deep, and firm conviction, that beneath those 
sacramental veils which present themselves to your 
view, lies humUy concealed the incarnate Son of 
Qod : ' that that same Being is actually there, who, 
in the days of his fleshy astcmished the world, by his 
stupendous miracles ; whom the wind and the waves 
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obeyed ; whom tlie devils tfaeniselves were com- 
pelled to recognise ; who^ for your salvation, was 
delivered into the hands of sinners, and put to a 
cruel and ignominious death ; who afterwards arose 
triumphant from the tomb, ascended into heaven, 
is now seated on the right hand of his Eternal 
Father — ^your intercessor and advocate ; and who, 
at the consummation of the world, will come again 
in the character of your judge, in great power and 
majesty, and pronoimce on each individual amongst 
you that last solemn and definitive sentence which 
will fix for ever your unalterable destiny. Yes, my 
fiiends, your belief of the real presence of Jesus 
Christ in the sacred mysteries implies all this. Oh ! 
what inexpressible awe, what veneration, what pro- 
found prostration of soul should not these consider- 
ations inspire, when you assist at the celebration of 
these august mysteries ! You behold him not» it is 
true, with your corporeal eyes, arrayed in all the 
splendor of hb glory. But his intrinsic and essen* 
tial attributes — ^which entitle him to your homage, 
and which, wheresoever he is, are inseparable from 
him, — depend not on the impressions made upon 
your senses. Had you seen him in the midst of 
his enraged enemies, scorned, insulted, spit upon, 
treated rather as a worm than as a man, the contempt 
of men and the outcast of the people, the report of 
your senses would not assuredly have been very for 
vorable to his dignity. Yet, in that abject and ig^ 
nominious state you acknowledge him to have been, 
in reality, equally adorable as he is at jH'eseut on 
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his throne of glory in heaven, where an immense 
multitude of surrounding Angels is represented, hy 
the Apocalypse, as exclaiming with a loud voice, 
" the lamh that was slain is worthy to receive power, 
and divinity, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and henediction." (Apoc, c. v. v. 12.) 
Let not, then, the humhle form in which he condes- 
cends to offer himself to you in the sacred mysteries, 
diminish in you the respect which his august pre- 
sence so justly challenges. I will suppose, for in- 
stance, a heloved sovereign divested of all the in- 
signia of rc^alty, and assuming the garh of a pea- 
sant, to mix unknown with a promiscuous crowd of 
his own subjects. Unconscious of his presence 
among them, the heedless multitude would of course 
pass hhn by disregarded and mmoticed. But were 
you to behold and recognise that beloved soverdgn 
in this state, would the meanness of his apparel 
prevent you from paying him the honor due to his 
exalted rank ? My friends, your dear Redeemer 
is that beloved sovereign, who, having laid aside 
the marks of his royal dignity ; and who, being 
covered as it were with a sacramental mantle, pre- 
sents himself to you in *the sacred mysteries, whilst 
too many, alas ! of those who profess themsdves 
his subjects — ^not viewing him with the eyes of 
MHi— discern him not under his assumed disguise, 
and therefore do not show him that respect and 
veneration to which he is so justly entitled. But 
this greatly negled;ed — this deplorably sdighted, 
because tmdiscenied sovereign, you, my fnends. 
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acknowledge to be your Lord and jour God. As 
such, therefore, it becomes you to reTerence and 
adore him. And the consideration of the neglect 
and of the want of respect, which he is wont to ex- 
perience from the undhceming multitude, should 
encrease, if possible, your veneration of his sacred 
person, with a view of making him some compen- 
sation for such unworthy treatment, and that more 
particularly on the present festival, consecrated to 
the honor of this august mystery. 

But I will pursue the comparison still feurther : I 
wilLsuppose you beheld the same beloved sovereign, 
under a similar disguise, penetrating into the re- 
treats of wretchedness and sorrow, visiting the ho- 
vels of the needy and distressed, enquiring into 
their Utde wants, listening with compassion to their 
tales of woe, comforting tiiem in their afflictions, 
furnishing them with remedies suitable to their dis- 
tempers, and administering, in short, to them every 
succour which their several exigencies might require. 
Would not your respect for him, instead of being 
diminished by his mean appearance, and the dis- 
charge of these humane and beneficent offices, be 
greatly augmented ? Wou}d it not be accompa- 
nied^ moreover, witii the cordial tribute of your most 
ardent affection ? And yet, after all, my friends, 
the picture which I have been delineating to you 
of royal condescension and beneficence, in an earthly 
sovereign, is but a feeble representation of the 
same amiable and endearing qualities exhibited to 
you by your Divine Redeemer in the sacrament of 
the altar. For how great is the difference between 
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the condeeceiuiioa of a mortal maii> however de- 
yated Us rank and character, accomuiodating him- 
self to the eonditioii of his fellow-men, a^id the un^, 
psraUeled humility of the inmiortal God» looping 
to the lowliness of the creatures of his hand ! Or 
w]iat comparison, in reality, can be justly institqted. 
betwie^i &e most ample and abundant means that 
it is in the power of royal munificence to bestow for 
the coD^rt and rdief of his ind^ent and djjitreesed 
subjects, and that inexhaustible stock oiihe choicest 
bleaamgs of heaven, which, in the most Hdy Eu- 
charist, your Divine Rede^ner is, at all time^ reactjr. 
to confer on those, who, in proper dispositions, 
admit him into thar breasts ? Open to me the 
doors of your hearts, may he be conceived to say ta- 
ev^ child of sorrow, to all who labour and ace^ 
limmly laden, to all who are in need of suceiw: off 
aay descnqvtion: — open to me the doors (tf y<mr 
hearts, at whidi I am incessantly knocking, and. 
allow me to enter your humble dwelKngs. Refill 
me not admittance into those hearts of yours, whi^ 
I am anxious to enrich with the treasures of mf, 
beneficence. It is I — ^it is your loving Jesus j — it i#. 
I wlu> suffered, and who died for your offenees^ win- 
now stand at your doors and knock, and who am 
desirous of giving you an additional pro(^ of my 
love, by feeding you with my. own body and Uood 
for llie su{^K»rt and m)uxishment of your souls* ^ 
Such, my Mends, k the langoage in whkh (he. 
blessed Jesus may be imagined to address you iu: 
the sacrament of the altar* 

It is related by St. Luke, that Jesus, after his 
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rerarrectioB, haviBg joined the compwiy of the tw6 
disciples on their road to Emmaus, ^^ went in widi 
tfiem ; and it came to pass,'' adds the Evangelist, 
^'whiht he was at table with them, that he took fareMl 
amd blessed and broke, and gave to them, and'tiieir 
eyes were opened, and they knew Urn." Socb 
also, my Mends, are the happy effects experieneed 
by the deront Christimi, when, seated at the taUe 
of his Lord, in the sacred mysteries, he reeeivea 
into his sonl the bread of Hfe. His eyes, like those 
of the two disciples, are opened ; and, like th^n, 
he knows Jesus. Yes, my friends, his eyes — the 
eyes, I mean, of his mind — are opened. They are 
opened to the contemplation of those divine objects 
which faith presents to his intellectnal view. And 
from diat faith, as from the surface of a h^^y po^ 
Uriied mirror, he behdds reflected on his ravished 
sight Ike lovely form of the sni»reme object of his 
afibction. He beholds and recognises his own 
d^u^ Jesus. Yes ; he knows him well. He is 
seraible diat he cannot be mistaken. . For he 
dis»»)vers distinctly, in every feature, all those 
amiaUe and endes^g qualities which are the dis- 
tii^uislmig characteristics of his sacred p^»(m. 
TkeA same indulgent mercy, the same humiUty, the 
sjime meekness, Ae same ardent glow of charity, 
winch WCTe so prominent in him during his niortal 
Kfe, are equally visible to the devout communicant, 
through the me<&um. of faith, in the ^rament of 
the altar. He feels, moreover, the celestial influ- 
ence of his Saviour. He hears his vdoe. He lisr 
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And his heart, like that of each of the tiro disciples 
in their journey to Emmaus, is inflamed with the 
ardor of divine love. " And they said one to another, 
was not our heart burning within us, whilst he was 
q»eaking on the way, and opening to us the Scrip- 
tuieB ?" Enlightened by those torrents of divine 
lUwnination which rush ,qK>n his mind from that 
ineichanstible source of heavenly wisdom which he 
has now within him, he beholds, with not less asto- 
nishment than rapture, all the glories of the eternal 
Oity bursting upon his sight! And whilst he is 
gSng, inZ^^rta of Sght, on this ravishing 
spectacle of splendor and magnifioenoe^ he hear» a 
voice within him annonndng to him the exhilara- 
ting intdUigence, that for him that scene of glories 
is designed : for that that is the great and glorious 
inheritance purchased for him b j iSbe sufferings and 
death of the Redeemer of mankiad. Deeply pen- 
etrated with a lively sense of that blissful state, — 
to the enjoyment of which he is encom^ to 
aspire, and feelingly impressed witb a convictiopi]of 
the inexpresdUe and infinite obligations which he 
is uBder to him, who, by the price which he has 

tensioais — ^the highest pleasure he can possibly ^i- 
joy is to pour forth to him the feelings of his heart, 
in all the tenderest, yet most respectful effusions of 
adoration, gratitude, andlovB. Such, my friends, 
is a faint and imperfect sketch of that delightful in- 
tercourse which passes between the. soul of the 
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worthy recriver of that great Master of the feast, 
to whose mystic tahle he is invited in the holy sa- 
crament. 

Come then, my friends, and with a lively faith, with 
senthnents of the most profound reTerence, and with 
hearts overflowing with gratitude and love, recdve 
into your souls the God of all consolation presenting 
himself to you in an ineffahle manner in the holy 
sacrament ; particularly during the present festiral 
sacred to this great and incomprehensible mysteiy 
of unexampled love. Come, but be sure you banish 
from within you whatever may be offensive to his 
unsulHed sanctity. Let no unworthy thought, no 
disorderiy affection, no corrupt or sinful inclination 
disfigure those dwellings destined to be honoured 
with his august presence. Embellish them, on the 
contrary, with every virtue which he delights to 
contemplate, and which shone forth so conspicuously 
in his own conduct during his mortal life. Let 
meekness, humility, conformity to the divine will, 
the love of God and the love of man, be in the 
number of their most distinguished ornaments. 
Then will liis entrance into your souls be infallibly 
productive of the most salutary effects. Then will 
he replenish them with a rich profusion of heavenly 
graces, which will be your support, strength, and 
consolation during your mortal pilgrimage, and 
bring you at length to the possession of the pure, 
boundless, and never-ending joys of a bUssftd im- 
mortality. For "he who eateth this bread shall 
live for ever." 

f2 
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SERMON V. 

* 

DELIVERED ON THE FESTIVAL OF ST. 
PETER AND ST. PAUL, 

. AT THE CONSECRATION OP THE RIGHT RJBV. 

JOHN BRIGGS, D.D., BISHOP OF TRAGHIS, AND 

COADJUTOR TO THE RIGHT REV. THOMAS 

PENSWICK. D.D., BISHOP OF EUROPUM, AND 

VICAR APOSTOLIC OF THE NORTHERN 

DISTRICT, 
IN THE CHAPEL OF USHAW COLLEGE, A.D. 1833, 



EXPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF A PLAIN, 

EASY, AND COMPENDIOUS MODE OF ASCERTAINING THB 

TRUE DOCTRINE OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. 



Gospel. Matthew, c. xvi. v. 13-— 19. And Jesus came into 
the quarters of Cesarea Philippi : and he asked his disciples, 
saying : Whom do men say that the son of man is ? But they 
said : Some John the Baptist, and other scmie Elk^ and othelts 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. Jesus saith to them : But 
whom do you say that I am ? Simon Peter answered^ aaad said : 
Thou art Christ the Son of the living God. And Je^os answer- 
ing, said to him : Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona : because flesh 
a»d bkM)d hadi not revealed it to thee, bat my Father who i» in 
heaven. And I say to thee : That thou art Peter ; and inxm 
this rock I will build my chiurch, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it And I wiU give to thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon 
earth, it shall be bound also in heaven : and whatsoever thou 
shalt looBe on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven. 

The Gospel which you have just heard contains 
an account of a short but interesting dialogue 
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which took place between Jesus and his disciples 
in the territory of Cesarea Philippi. " And Jesus 
came into the quarters of Cesarea Philippi : and 
he asked his disciples saying : whom do men say 
that the son of man is ?" To the question thus 
put to them respecting the opinions which others 
entertained of his sacred person, they all appear, 
from the words of the Gospel, to have promis- 
cuously replied; and that, too, in a manner indica- 
ting an appearance of indifference upon the subject. 
" And they said : some say that thou art John the 
Baptist^ and some Elias, and others Jeremias, or 
one of the prophets." But no sooner did he call 
upooi them for their own individual opinions con- 
cerning him, than, with that characteristic earnest- 
ness peculiar to him, Simon Peter immediately step- 
ped forward and proncMmced him, without hesitation, 
to be the promised Messiah — ^the eternal Son of the 
Most High. ^^ Simon Peter answered and said, thou 
art Christ, the Son of the living God." So bold and 
energetic a declaration on the part of this great 
Apostle drew from the lips of his Divine Master, 
the following remarkable terms, in which he sub- 
sequently addressed him : " Blessed art thou Simon 
Bai>Jona, because flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it to thee, but my Father who is in heaven. And I 
say to thee, tbit thou art Peter ; and upon this rock 
I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. And I vnXi give to thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven \ and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound al^ in hea- 

F 3 
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Ten ; and whatsoever thou ^takt loose upon earth, 
it fiimll he loosed also in heaven." In this memorahle 
address of our blessed Saviour to St. Peter, two 
drcumstances obviously present themselves as par- 
ticularly deserving our attention. The first is, that 
the Church which he declares it to be Ins intention 
to build, alt}K>u^ erected ^^ on the foundation of the 
Aposdes and die Prophets, Jesus Clurist hin^elf 
being the chief comer-stone," (Eph., c. ii. v. 20.) 
was, in an especial manner, to be founded upon 
Peter, and that a supremacy of jurisdiction in the 
govennnent of it, agnified by the emblematical e^- 
presiuon of ** the keys of the kingdom of heaven," 
was to be delegated to him. The second ciroom^ 
stance is this, — ^that *^ the gates of hell shmiM never 
prevail against it;" that death, that is to say,-^-- 
whidi, being considered as an entrance into &at 
receptacte of souls by the Greeks denominated ojb^ 
and translated into English by the term hell, and 
was ther^ore called the gates of eAi^j or the gates 
of hell — should never succeed in putting an end to 
its existence. Now, that the Church was founded 
upon Peter, the prominent part which he took 
in haranguing the assembled multitude, and the 
success with which that harangue was atteided, may 
be thought perhaps, in some degree to have al- 
ready indicated. But how was it to be protected 
against the prevalence of the gates of hell, — of the 
Ili/xai ainl How was "its perseverance in the doc- 
taines of the Apostles," — ^implied in the Sacred 
Scripture (Acts c. ii. v. 42.) to be essential to its very 
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existenee — to be perpetually secured ? The^oetnoes 
of the Apostles are contained, kk true, in gieatBieaH 
sore, in the books of the New Testament But 
thaA Testament does not furnish us with the means 
requisite to enable us to understand th^n. It det 
clares on the contrary, that in the epistles of St 
Paul, in partioular, ^' there are mme things hard to 
he understood, which the unlearned and the nnsta*- 
ble wrest, as they do also the other sadptoreSi to 
tikm own destruction. (2 Pet., c. xiii. v. I64) A 
predous Testament indeed we gratefully acknow^ 
ledge itto be, it being no less than the blessed will of 
our Father who is in heaven, transmitted to uf( 
from abov^ and endited under the influence of his 
Holy Spirit, by which we are constituted *^ heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Ckdst," establishing, also^ 
ottc cfaiun to an immense and everhisting inheritaae^ 
on the observaace of certain ccmditiofis which the 
great Testator has required us to fiilfiL But that 
Testament must unavoidably be the sul^t of per*- 
petnal litigation, without the appointment of seme 
oVOTHTuling and paramount authority duly qualified 
to terminate the disputes to which it may ghre birth, 
by a final decision fir<Hn which there can be 
not appeal* Unless therefore it can be clearly as^ 
oertained that such authority does somewhere exist, 
it will necessarily follow, as woeful experience has 
but too evidently proved, that that Sacred Testa- 
ment must inevitably become a bitter source of 
endless controversies and contentions. The trulh 
however is, — eternal thanks to the munificent An- 



72 

iboriof. every choicest Ueasing, for ao'dfatiaigwiiihed 
101 iaataiice.af his infinite <Kmde6oeoftaon aad gfood*- 
ness,— r-the tnith. i», that such an authority dees 
mt&eSfy exist; nor to (his .assartion> .when fiairly 
and impartially eKaauned, can there^ I am eoaTOi* 
oed^ be q^posed any reasonable objection^ The 
miihoiily to which I allude is that of God's in£ftlliUe 
Church.: an au&ority of a most unexceptioaable 
and sa^ai^tory description ; an autJumty diviadlQr 
appointed .by Christ himsdf, for instruding m in 
the doctrines of eternal life ; proted;ed ineessandy 
by the Spirit of Truth from the deceptions of error ; 
perfectly adequate to the solution ^. every difl^* 
culty, and suited to persons of ev^ eapadty. 
I^h, myfriends, is the great and important pmnt 
which I will endeavour this day to eluddate^ and 
to apply. Nor will it^ I {uresume^ be deemed iur* 
appropriate on the present oc(sision» when> bytbe 
awful ceremony whidi you have seen performed^ 
a learned, zealous, and respectable ndniiiter of ithe 
Gospel, whc^ — in the language. of St. Paul in Jbis 
first epistle to Timothy, '' having minis(er#d wiell^ 
has acquired to himself a good degreet, and mudi 
confidence in the faith which is in Christ Jeeus^'- 
(1 TjM.><^ iii^ V. 13*) — ^has been consecrated < a 
liuember of that august body of spiritual mler^ 
whom the '' Holy Ghost," as the same Apostle obv- 
serves, ^^ has appointed bishops to govern the Church 
of God,'' (Acts, c. xx. w. 28.) and whose.auUionir 
tative decisions form that plain, easy, and compendit^ 
ous mode of asceitaining the true doctrine of the 
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i^Ugioo of JesQs Ckrat^ wiiieh is tlie subject of tbe 
discoorse to which I have now to solicit the fa- 
Tor of a G»iMiid and indulgent hearing. 

That the Divine Founder of our holy region eon^ 
stitnted his AposUes and their soccesBors ni the 
ministry the expounders of his doctrines^ with an 
absoSiite and unqualified promise, tliat, till the end 
of tsiae, he would constantly preserve their an^o* 
li^e d^i«o»8 bom the l^lion of em», 
I hope, in a few words, to be able to convince you. 
You well know, that the Saviour of mankind, be- 
sides teaching, himself, those heavenly doctmies 
which he proved by a variety of undexnable mira-» 
cle«, mi Irwa^ sealed Jth his precious blood, 
chose also twelve Apostles whom he commissioned 
to pr<^[)agato the same throughout every part of the 
habitable globe. Accordingly we read in the last 
efaapter o! Ae Gospel of St. Matthew, that after his 
resuff eetieii firom the dead, he solemnly addressed 
thJeouf in the following terms : — ** Go ye therefore 
smd teaeh all nations, baptizing them in the name 
ojf the- Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ohost, teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
evm* I have commanded you ; and behold I am with 
you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world.' ' Is it in the power of language to furnish 
wwds more appropmtely expressive of the exten- 
dve auAority delegated to the Apostle, and to their 
saociessors in the sacred ministry, or of a pro- 
mise of exemption from error, than those em- 
ployed by their Divine Master, on that memorable 
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occasion ? He did noi only command them to 
teach, but to teadi all nations : ** Go ye thi^efore>'* 
said he, ^^and teach all nations^" Consequendy 
their conumssioH wa* not coBfined to aay particular 
piovince or country; but their Yoice, like the 
harmony of the spheres, was, according to the 
suUime idea of the Psahnist, to go forii over the 
whole earth, and to be extended, without limitation^ 
to its utiliort confines. *^ Their sound hath gone 
forth into all tjhe earth ; and their words unto the 
^ads of the world." (Psalm xviii. v. 5») The 
truths, moreoYer, which they were instructed to 
teach, were not restricted to some few leading artir 
cles of the Christian faith ; there was no distiaction 
made betwe^i fundamentals and non-fiindamentals; 
but all, whatsoever they had heard from thp saicred 
lips of their Divine Master, they were requited ex- 
pressly to communicate to othi^rs witb the most 
scrupulous fidelity. ^^Teaching them to obseorve 
all things whatsoever I have comaianded yom«" 
Neither was the commission which was given to 
them, together with the assurance of being ^x)te<^4 
from error, limited exclusively to the peo^ns of the 
Apostles. No, my friends ; they weiie to be trantd? 
mitted, witJbout interruption, to their suiccessors in 
the ministry^ till time ^onld be no mor^ Fm the 
lives of the Apostles were, comparatively qp^eaiking, 
but of a'few years ; but the effects of Chrifldi's pro- 
mise were to be commensurate in their extei^bn 
with the duration of the world. '' Behold, I am 
with you all days, even to the consummation of t^ 
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world." Would time penBit, I could easily pio* 
duee a vari^ of other passages fixnn the inspired 
wntings in confirmation of the same important 
tmth. But ^t which I have already adduced is 
so Aill and complete^ in all its parts, as to render 
superfluo^ any additional citation upon the subject 
So persuaded indeed were the Aposties of the 
autt^rity wfaidi they possessed, and so entirely did 
they rely on their complete security from error, that 
no sooner did dissetmions arise among the Christians 
of Antbch Tespecting the observance of Jewish 
rites, than, with Urn conviction and reliance deeply 
impressed upon their minds, they proceeded to de^ 
cidVthe q^nin dilute; id prefa^ their 
dedsion with these remarkable words, ^'it hath 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us,'' (Acts, 
c. XV. 1^. 28.) they afterwards despatched it to the 
contending parties, which being, received by them 
with the veneration due to a decree of the Oracle 
of God, terminated atonce their religious differences, 
and restored ha*mony to their discordant nunds. 
Has example of the Aposties has ever been consi* 
dered as a model for imitatimi by their descendants 
in the ministry. And accordingly we find, that, 
in every general council which has since been con- 
vened, fix>m ike first at Nice, in the fourth century, 
to the last which was held at Trent, in the sixteenth, 
a similar line of conduct has been invariably pur- 
sued. So evident it is, both from the clearest, and 
most explicit testimony of Holy Writ, and the uni- 
ftwm practice of preceding ages, that the only safe 
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and unerring guide capable of conducting us with 
security in the path of truth, amidst the per^xii^ 
and intricate windings of error with which we are 
every wh^e surrounded, is the divine authority fjt 
the infallible dedsionB of die Sj»ritual rulers of the 
Church of Christ. 

Here, however, I am well aware, that another 
question, and that too of perhaps equal importance^ 
wiU obviously present itself to the mind ; and that 
is, where is that Church~t^ the decisions of whose 
™kr, k divine pri^leg. of in&lliMi., ta ui. 
conceded, and to the sure guidance of which we 
may abandon oursdives wilh safety, without tlie 
Jue^ d»>ger of bdng mided ,-wL» i, tl»t »u> 
Church to be found ? Numerous, it may be said, 
are the sects of Christians all difiering from each 
other in points of considerable moment, yet each 
professing itself to be the true Church of Christ* 
It is not oredible, it may be justly addedy thaet ^that 
divine religion which a God incarnate came down 
from heaven to teach, should be a motley ccmipo^ 
sition of jarring and heterogeneous doetiiues, ad»p- 
ted, one would think, to no other purpose than that 
of bewildering the min^ of men, and of sowio^ 
in their hearts the seeds of dissension* In the 
midst then of this extreme diversity of oppi^tje iMEid 
contradictory (pinions, how, it may natarally be 
asked, is the truth to be discovered ? Cncompass^ 
around with mists of doubt which this violent fer^ 
ment of conflicting sentiments must neceasarfly 
occasion, how are we to distinguish that divine edi- 
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fice built upon a rock by tbe great Arohifeect of the 
universe^ from those merely human fabrics raised 
upon sand by the puny skill and industry of man ? 
lliese queries, my friends, are, it miirt be aoknow-* 
lodged, both of a very natural and of a v^ import- 
ant description. But I hope, nevertheless, by a few 
pkun observations and stidiements, to return to them 
a satisiaetory re^y. 

The first remark I have to make is this : that the 
true Church of Christ, whichever it be, must have 
had Christ himself for its founder ; and that conse- 
quentiy it must be a^ ancient in its origin ao 
Christianity itself. The second is this : that the 
privilege of b^ing the true Church of Christ is ab- 
solutely inalienable; that an inddible character 
has been hnpressed upon it, which no time,circum^ 
stances, nor events can posdbly oUiterate ; that at 
the period of its fomidation a charter was conveyed 
to it by its heavenly fonnder, the terms of whidi 
essentially imply ite nninl^rrupted duration to the 
end of time ; ^^ Behold I am with you all days even 
to the consummation of the world ;" and that there^ 
fore that which was originally the true Church, 
muBt necessarily be so at the present day. Now, 
to say nothing of the ancient sects of the Nestoiians 
and Eutychians which sprai^ up in the fifth cen*- 
tury, — and which still exist in the east— -or of the 
Greek schism which commenced in the eighth and 
still continues,^ — it is an indisputable £u^t, that, 
amongst all the various denominations of Christians 
in this United Kingdom, dissenting from that 
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'wiiich h(M% cbmmuiiion with the See of Rome, 
theloldest is yet unable to boast a duration of more 
than about 300 years. An early period in the six- 
teenth centuiy beheld the first dawn of what is usu- 
ally termed the light of the Reformation. Then 
did new teachers begin to raise their voices against 
what they nominated the errors of Papal supersti- 
tion. Then Luther and Calyin &st broached those 
peculiar doctrines which distinguished the creeds 
of their respective followers. Then did England^s 
ruthless and licentious Kmg, who had previously 
employed his royal pen in refuting the sentiments 
of the former of the just mentioned innovators, 
imitate him in his defection from the see of Rome ; 
alUiough a short time before he had not disdained 
to receive from the Roman Pontifif the distinctive 
title of Defender of the Faith, which our most 
Gracious Sovereign King William the FV>urth con- 
tinues to retain at the present moment In snc- 
eeeding reigns a new system of belief was intro- 
duced, in which several of the tenets of the ancient 
Ohurch were rejected. And this system of belief, 
which is comprised in 39 Articles, constitutes the 
religious creed of the present Church of England. 
In process of time, as the minds of men were no 
longer shackled by the restraint of auth(mty, 
they began to exercise the liberty which they had 
been taught to assume, in seceding in their turn 
from the established worship : till '^ tossed to and 
fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine," 
they split into a multiplicity of discordant sects, 
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numerous as the fragments of a shatt^ed vessel 
dashed to pieces by the fury of the 8t<Nrm ; whilrt 
the ferment they have occasioned throughout the 
land may be said to resemble the i^tatioh of the 
wares which roll around its sea-girt coast. Such, 
my friends, is a succinct and impartial sketch of the 
nse, progress, ami effects of ithat varietrji of religious 
sects, no one of .which can ihave any just piv^tensioii 
to a more remote origin than 4he commeneement 
of the aixteenth century^ And I appeal to every 
individual among my pres^it hearers, if, in deli- 
vering to you this statement I have let fall a sin- 
gle expression calculated to wound, in the slightest 
degree^ the feelings of those — should any such be 
here present,^ — ^who may dissent from me in their re- 
ligious creed. I call your attention to this circum- 
stance, my Catholic friends, because I am anxious 
to recommend to you a similar mode of proceeding, 
whenever it may be your lot to be engaged here- 
after in rdigious controversy. The noble cause of 
truth needs not the support of acrimonious invec- 
tive. So far, indeed, is it from deriving any bene- 
fit from so ignoble an auxiliary, that it seldom 
£uls to sustain injury from its impotent assistance, 
whilst every spark of charity, which is the anima- 
ting spirit and life of true religion, is too frequently 
extinguished by its maHgnant influence. May I 
be permitted to add, that the use of such bitter and 
opprobrious language is as abhorrent from my iur 
clinalions a3 it is opposed tx) my judgment, and 
that therefore I have been impelled, even by my 
in-bred feelings, sedulously to avoid it. 
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I will now proceed, in the same eool and dispas- 
sionate strain, to institute an enquiry into tile origin 
of that Church from which all other dencnninations 
of Christians are known to dissent, and to which 
the appropriate epithet of CathoHc is exclusively 
applied. And in doing this it is not my intention 
to enter on an elaborate discussion of all that great 
variety of topics which obviously present themselves 
in an undertaking of this description : such as the 
prayers of liturgies — ^the decrees of coundk— the 
writings of the fathers — the narratives of early ec- 
clesiastical historians — and the constant and unin- 
terrupted succession of bishops in a variety of dio- 
ceses, and particularly in that of Rome, from St. 
Peter, the first of its Pontiffs, to his present Holi- 
ness Pope Gregory the XVI ; from which I nug^t 
make it cleariy to appear, that its hierarchy has 
subsisted, and its doctrines have been maintained 
in every period of the Christian era ; and that thus 
we are able to trace back the most unequivocal ves- 
tiges of its existence through every preceding ^ge, 
to the first introduction of Christianily into the 
world. A discussion, so multifarious, would occupy 
more time than it would at present be convenient 
to give to it ; for which reason, I mean to confine 
myself to the development of an argument founded 
on one sole fact ; and that fact is the essential con- 
nection of every part of the Catholic Church with 
the See of Rome as the centre of unity : from which 
I confidently hope to be able to demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of every impartial mind, the original 
'^^onnection of the same, through that See, with the 
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Cfaiiich of Christ established at Jerusalem on the feast 
of Pentecost; to which^ as we learn from the last 
Terse oi the second chapter of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles^ '* the Lord daily added such as should be saved.'' 
Fi»r this purpose then, I say, I must first of all 
hy it down as an established principle, that eveiy 
imdrridnal who professes himself a memheat of the 
Godlolie Church, in whater^ part of the worid he 
may reside, is necessarily united with the See of 
Rome ; in the bishop of which, as the raccessor of 
St« Peter, he is bound to acknowledge a supremacy 
boA of h«u)r «id of jurisdiction over tlie whole 
Chutch. Hiis principle being once admitted, it 
must follow from it that if, in the first place, I shall 
prove /the particular Churdi of Rome to have been 
or^B;inally so ccmnected with the Apostolic Chun^ 
of Jfemsakm, as to have been identified in a man- 
ner with it ; and that connexion, in the second 
pkoa, nev^ to have been dissevered, I then also 
shaU have jwoved the same propositions as aj^lied 
to the whole body (^ the Catholic Church, every 
mi^nber of which, as I have ahieady observed, is 
essentially linked with the Church ol Rome. Now, 
that, in the first place, the Church of Rome was so 
contteoted originalfy with the Apostolic Chwch of 
Jerusalem as to be identified, in a manner, with it, 
is clearly attested by the Sacred Scripture. For in 
the catalogue of the canonical books of Seriptore 
is included an epistie of St Paul to tiie Romans, 
or to those Christians who ccmiposed the Church of 
B«ae« And in that Very epirile, having ^spre^ly 
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addressed them as ** ibe called of Christ, as the 
beloved of God> as persons called to be saints, and 
whose faith is spoken of in the whole woild/* he 
describes their separation from the worship of idols, 
and their annexation to the society of Jewish be- 
lievers, under the figure of branches cut off from 
the wild olive tree, and grafted on the good olive 
tree, in the following terms : '^ For if thou wert 
cut out of the wild olive tree, which is natural to 
thee, and, contrary to nature, wert grafted into the 
good olive tree, how much more shall they who are 
the natural branches be grafted again into their 
own olive tree ?** It is impossible for any one who 
weighs attentively this striking testimony of holy 
writ to entertain, for a moment, the smallest degree 
of doubt of the intimate union, as there described, 
of the Church of Rome with the Apostolic Church 
of Jerusalem. The good olive itself, that is, the Jews 
converted to Christianity, as well as the branches 
cut from the wild olive, or the Gentiles separated 
from Paganism, were equally ingrafted on the same 
common stock. The Church of Jerusalem has long 
ceased to be. Its candlestick has been removed from 
its place. But the Church of Rome still exists. 
Has it ever separated itself or been separated from 
that Apostolic Church which was originally estab- 
lished both at Jerusalem and at Rome ? Most un- 
doubtedly not. For if at any period of time that 
connexion had been dissolved, some account of 
so memorable an event in the history of the Church, 
would unquestionably be upon record. The separ- 
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utions from that Churchy of all the various heretics 
who have arisen at different times are faithfully re- 
lated ; hut who ever heard of such a thing as the 
separation, either hy secession or exclusion, of the 
i&>man Christians from the Apostolic Church? May 
we not hence he fairly allowed to infer that no rach 
occurrence ever took place ? So far indeed is such 
an event from having at any time ^occurred, that 
Rome has ever been regarded and appealed to as 
the great centre and seat of orthodoigr, and its 
bishops, as the successors of the chief of the Apostles, 
have never failed to exercise the authority of their 
jurisdiction over the whole Church. ^ Hence, as 
early as tiie second century of the Christian era, 
we find St. Victor, bishop of Rome, threatening 
with excommunication the bishops of Asia, unless 
they abandoned their prax^tice of celebrating the 
festival of Easter at a time different from that at 
which it was ffenerally celebrated in other parts of 
fl,e CtoMan wcrid. Hence, in like m^L, did 
St. Stephen, in the third century, menace St. Cyp- 
rian, bishop of Carthage, with a similar censure, 
if he persisted in the custom of baptizing indiscri- 
minantiy all persons who had been baptized by 
heretics : a custom which that great and illustri- 
ous prelate had — conscientiously indeed, yet erro- 

neo4-I-l the nurforfme t. V Hence, in 
the fourth century, St. Silvester presided by his le- 

* When the sermon was delivered, this part of it, although 
composed at the time, was then omitted on account of the length 
of the ceremony. 
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gates at the first general council of Nice» in which 
was condemned the heresy of Anus ; as did St. 
Leo, in the fifUi, at those of Ephesus and Chalcedon ; 
in the former of which the Nestorian, and in the lat- 
ter the Eutychian heresy, was authoritatively con- 
demned. Hence, in the sixth century, did St. 
Gregory the Great exercise his authority in the 
Eastern Church by condemning the title of d?eu- 
Tnenical assumed by the patriarch of Constantinople. 
Hence, in the seventh century, St. Agatho presided, 
by his legates, at the fourth general council at Con- 
stantinople, in which was anathematized the heresy 
of the Monothelites ; as did Adrian the I., at the 
second general council of Nice, in the eighth cen- 
tury, in which the respect due to the images of 
Christ and his Saints was vindicated and main- 
tamed in opposition to the sax^rilegious fury of the 
frantic Iconoclasts. Hence, in the ninth century, 
Adrian the 11. presided also by proxy at the 
fourth general council of ConstaiJople, by the 
authority of which St. Ignatius was restored to the 
See of that city, from which he had been mrjustly 
expelled, and the intruder Photius deposed and ex- 
communicated. And, hence, even in the tenth cen- 
tury, to which the adversaries of the Catholic Church 
are so fond of referring, as the period at which the 
Holy See was so shamefully disgraced by the scan- 
dalous lives of too many of its Pontiffs ; — ^hence, 
even at that melancholy period in the history of the 
Church, I say, were these very Pontiffs, tibough so 
contemptible in themselves, acknowledged neverthe- 
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less as cliief rulers in the Churchy in consideratioii 
of the dignity of their exalted station ; and that, too, 
as the candid and judicious Fleuiy has observed, in 
the East, as well as in the West, and even in the 
most remote provinces of the North. ** To ihem," 
continues the same impartial historian, '' did arch- 
bishops sue for the pallium, (the badge of their sa- 
cred office) and to them, as to their predecessors, was 
application made, for the translations of bishops, 
the erection of Churches, and the concession of 
privileges." So true it is, that even under the 
government of these unworthy Popes, Rome still 
continued to be the centre of Catholic unity. In the 
eleventh century, the celebrated Gregory the VII. as- 
cended the papal throne, who is usually represented 
as the founder of that extensive sway exercised by the 
Roman Pontiffs in the temporal concerns of king- 
doms and states, which continued to prevail, in a 
greater or less degree, to the time of the Reforma- 
tion, when the adherents of Protestanism renounced 
their authority, and, with it, that of the Church over 
which they presided. Now, without attempting to 
justify the interference of the Roman Pontiffs in the 
temporal concerns of states and kingdoms, I am 
free to maintain that that interference is not to be 
accounted for on any other supposition than that of 
the highest respect and veneration in which they 
were held, in consequence of the exalted pre-emi- 
nence of their station in the government of the 
Church. It is plain, therefore, from the most au- 
thentic and unexceptionable documents of histoiy^ 
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tbat the original coimexion of the Church d Rome 
with that established at Jerusalem, on the founda- 
tion of the Apostles and the Proj^ts, Christ him- 
self being the chief comer-stone, — ^which I have 
clearly demonstrated from the Sacred Scripture — 
has never been dissolved, and that consequently it 
must still continue to subsist. Fnnn these premises 
the following conclusion unavoidably results; which 
is, that eveiy part of the Catholic Church being es- 
sentially united with that of Rome, must, in virtue 
of that union, participate with it in the identity of 
its origin. 

Having stated these plain and undeniable &jctsy. 
I now appeal, without apprehension, to every honest 
and impartial mind, for a decision upon the subject. 
The question to be decided is this : which, among all 
the numerous religious establishments, each profes- 
sing itself to be the true Church of Christ, is, in 
reality, that true Church. Is it one which, com- 
paratively speaking, is but of yesterday — ^a mere 
stripling in point of age ? Or is it one whose ve- 
nerable, yet tmwrinkled brow, bears every mark of 
remote antiquity ? Is it one whose founders were 
all novi homines, — ^men without ancestry ; men who 
could produce no pedigree of legitimate descent ? 
Or is it one whose rulers are able to boast a long 
line of illustrious ancestors, through every[preceding 
age, to the days of the Aposties ? Finally, is it one 
wHch may be said to resemble a fruitless braoich 
torn with violence from the parent stock ? Or some 
wild, perhaps, and previously unknown plant of 
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spontaneous growth^ which an extraordinaiy fer- 
mentation in the sofl may cause to spring up? 
Or is it one which may be aptly compared to a 
stately tree planted originally by the hand of the 
great Creator himself, irrigated incessantly with 
the dews of heaven, spreading wide its umbrageous 
foliage, and affording at once a refreshing and se- 
cure retreat to all who seek tranquillily and repose 
beneath the shade of its hospitable branches ? 
Surely, my friends, there cannot be a doubt to 
which of the two the preference is to be given.* 

I know it may be said, and it frequently has 
been said, in reply to tiie argument adduced in 
support of the cause of the Catholic Church derived 
from its antiquity — ^that, allowing it to be the most 
ancient of Christian Churches, and that no other pe- 
riod of its foundation can be assigned, save that of the 
introduction of Christianily into the world; — ^yet, af- 
ter the lapse of a few centuries, its doctrines were so 
corrupted, its morals so depraved, and the whole, 
in short, of its form so completely covered with 
the gathered rust of accumulated superstilions as 
to render its original features almost imperceptible ; 
and that nothing short of the Reformation which 
took place in the sixteenth century, could have suf- 
ficed to restore it to its primitive purity. The dis- 
cussion of this charge, you must readily perceive, 
would unavoidably branch out into a variety of 
topics, on which time will not permit me at present 

« See note A at the end of the volume. 
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to enter. Already indeed^ my Mends, I fear I may 
have presumed too much on the patience of your 
attention. But, admitting, for the sake oi argu- 
ment, the charge preferred against the ancient 
Church of Christ to be true ; still, that would not 
justify the defection from it of the reformers of the 
8kteeath c«ituiy. For, if abuses, which required 
to be redressed, had crept into the Church, endea- 
Tours surely might have been used to redress them, 
without resorting to the desperate measure of un- 
forling against it the standard of revolt. Such con- 
duct, instead of being reprehensible, would, on the 
contoiiy, have been worthy of the highest praise. 
It would have been a laudable imitation of the ex- 
ample of the great St. Bernard, and of other dis- 
tinguished luminaries of the Church who followed 
him, as well as of the councils of Pisa, Constance, 
and Ba^, who, as the learned and eloquent 
Bossuet * observes, had been long clamorous for a 
refonn in the Church, both of its head and members. 
But to attempt to reform by insurrection and revolt, 
was to have recourse to remedies incomparably 
more pernicious than the disorders proposed to be 
removed. What would be thought of a reformer in 
the State, whose first measure in entering upon his 
undertaking should be an overt act of rebellion ? 
Would he not be considered as a traitor to his country, 
and, as such, be condemned to suffer the extreme 
p^ialty of the kw? Let me not, however, be mis- 
understood. Let me not be imagined to sanction 

♦Hifltoire des variations, &c.— Livre ler. 
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the infliction of civil penalties for a rioltlion of the 
q>iritual laws of the Church. Let me not be sup* 
posed to recommend persecution for conscience' 
sake. Such recommendation would be in direct 
opposition to the s[arit of the Grospel^ and was vir- 
tually condemned by our blessed Saviour himself, 
in his severe reproof of his two disciples, James 
and John, recorded in the ninth chapter of the Gos- 
pel of St Luke, when, instigated by an indiscreet 
and intemperate zeal in the cause of their Divine 
Master, they petitioned that fire might descend 
firom heaven to avenge the insult offered to him by 
the illiberal bigotry of the inhospitable Samaritans. 
" You know not of what spirit you are," was the 
keen reply of the merciful Jesus. The sole means, 
authorised by the Gospel, of promoting the interests 
of the Christian religion, are such as are addressed 
to the understanding and the heart They are ar- 
gomentotion, instruction, admonition, persuasion, 
and, above all, the edifying example of a virtuous 
life, accompanied with earnest and persevering pe- 
titions for assistance firom above. Such, and such 
only, are the weapons of legitimate warfare which 
it becomes you to use in the defence and propaga- 
tion of the kingdom of Christ, which is not of tins 
world. And,myonlyobjectininstitixtingacom. 
parison between the reformers whom I have de- 
scribed in Church and State, has been to infer the 
unjustifiable conduct of the former, firom the avow- 
edly just condemnation of that of the latter. But 
to return to the point, firom which I must be ex- 
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cused for having somewhat digressed^ with a view 
of rescmng the Catholic Church from the odious 
imputations of intolerance and persecution ; — alio w- 
ing^ as I said before^ abuses to have existed, though 
by no means sufficient to justify that deplorable de- 
fection which took place in the sixteenth century, 
yet, I am not disposed to accede to the pretension 
that its faith has at any time been adulterated by 
the admixture of error. On the contrary, I contend, 
that whatever may have been the private opinions 
and practices of individuals amongst its members, 
for which it does not hold itself responsible, the ge- 
nuine tenets of its creed have ever remained un- 
alterably the same. For, in realily, my Mends, to 
pretend that the ancient Church of Christ has failed, 
to pretend that that Church which he announced 
it to be his intention to build upon a rock^ i^ainst 
which he declared the gates of hell should never 
prevail, and to which he promised the perpetual 
guidance of the Holy Spirit "wha should abide 
with it for ever j" — ^to pretend, I say, that that im- 
pregnable fortress of truth, thus firmly established, 
thus constantly protected and directed firom above, 
should at any time be compelled to yield to the 
stratagems or assaults of error, — ^what else is it but 
to attempt to make void the promises of Christ, to 
arraign his divine veracity, or to call in question 
his irresistible omnipotence ? Be assured, then, 
my Catholic Mends, that that Church, — that One, 
Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, of which you 
have the distinguidied privUege to be member*-« 
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^ the same yesterday^ to-day, and for ever ;** that, 
as it brayed, in its infancy, the combined efforts of 
tyrants and persecutors, so it will continne to 
triumph over all its enemies of every description, 
tin time shall be no more ; and that at the final 
consummation of all things, when heaven and earth 
shall pass away, it will be translated with honor to 
the regions of immortality, where composed exclu- 
rively of the just made perfect, and firee from every 
spot and wrinkle, it will remain for ever an imper- 
ishable monument of the power, the wisdom, and 
the goodness of its Divine Founder. 

How thankful should we be, my Catholic friends, 
to the ** God of hope, who hath filled us with all 
joy and peace in believing,'* for having called us 
into fellowship with the members of that Church by 
whose infallible authority we are happily preserved 
from the perplexing doubts by which the conscien- 
ces of those who are not blessed with the same ad- 
vantage, are liable to be disturbed! And how 
gratefrd should we be to him for that perfect ease 
and tranquillity of mind which the consciousness 
of security fails not to impart ! But whilst, under 
the direction of this unerring guide, we have the 
satisfaction to be convinced that we are safely pur- 
™.g ™r way U, heaven, .ifl„.„t fte ^ Jan- 
ger of being misled, let us cautiously abstain from 
being too curiously inquisitive respecting the future 
destiny of those who may not have been, in like 
manner, equally £eivoured. Mindfrd of the injunc- 
tion delivered by our blessed ^viour in reply to the 
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unprofitable, not to say presumptuous enquiry of 
the man in the Gospel respecting the number of 
those who should be saved, — ^^ Lord are they few 
that are saved ?'* (Luke, c. xiii v. 23.) — let us, 
in compliance with that reply, ^' strive to enter in 
by the narrow gate ;" ** let us work out our own 
salvation with fear and trembling;" and endea- 
vour, "by good works, to make our calling and 
election sure." And whilst, on the one hand, we 
manfully disclaim that spurious liberality and that 
latitudinarianism of faiths extending indiscrimi- 
nately to every denomination of Christians the 
privileges limited by Christ exclusively to one j let 
us, on the other hand — with that genuine liberality 
which is the spirit of the Gospel, and with that 
latitudinarianism of chanty, which, m the thirteenth 
chapter of his first epistle to the Corinthians, the 
Apostle of the Gentiles has so highly extolled, 
and so beautifully described as "believing all 
things, and hoping all things," — ^let us, I say, on the 
other hand, fondly cherish tlie charitable belief and 
hope, that among tho«e who dissent from us in their 
religious creed, there may be sincere, earnest and 
well-disposed Christians, who, though not out- 
wardly, and in the sight of men, yet inwardly, and 
in the sight of God, are included with us in the one 
fold of the one shepherd. And let us fervently 
pray, that through the infinite merits and all-power- 
ful intercession of our common Redeemer, High 
Priest and Advocate, they may be admitted with 
us hereafter into the happy pasture of life eternal. 
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SERMON VI. 

FESTIVAL OP THE ASSUMPTION OF 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 



THE MODE OP HONOURING THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY MOST ACCEPTABLE TO HER, A>D MOST 

ADVANTAGEOUS TO HER PIOUS VOTARIES. 



Gospel. Luke, c. x. v. 38-^2. Now it came to pass as they 
went, that he entered into a certain town ; and a certain woman 
named Martha, received him into her house. And she had a 
sister called Mary, who sitting also at the Lord's feet, heard his 
word. But Mardia was busy about much serving. Who stood 
and said : Lord, hast thou no care that my sister hath left me 
alone to serve P speak to her therefore, that she help me. And 
the Lord answering, said to her : Martha, Martha, dioa art care- 
ful, and art troubled about many things. But one thing is ne- 
cessary. Mary hath chosen the best part, which shall not be 
taken away from her. 

The Gospel for this festival begins by giving us an 
account of the entrance of the blessed Jesus into 
a small town or village^ ^ and of his hospitable 
reception by a female of the name of Martha, who 
had also a sister living with her called Mary« 
*' Now it came to pass, as they went, he entered 
into a certain town, and a certain woman named 
Martha received him into her house, and she had 
a sister called Mary." It appears, likewise fropa 
the eleventh chapter of the Gospel of St. John, 
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that these two sisters, together with their brother 
Lazarus, were special objects of our blessed Savi- 
our's affection. '* Now Jesus," says that Evangelist, 
"loved Martha and her sister Mary, and Lazarus/' 
(John, c. xi. v. 5.) It is clear moreover, from the 
interesting domestic scene exhibited in this day's 
Gospel, that the tender yet reverential attachment 
of these two devout sisters to their Divine Master 
was of no ordinary description, although they ex- 
pressed it in different manners, according to the 
peculiarity of their respective characters. Martha, 
being of an active and lively disposition, manifested 
her feelings by a multiplicity of kind attentions and 
offices, for the promotion of the comfort of her hon- 
oured guest J whilst Mary, being of a more quiet 
and pensive temper of mind, sat silently at his feet, 
listening Willi dodUty t» his heavenly instmctions. 
** Who sat also," continues the Gospel, " at the 
Lord's feet But Martha was busy about much 

«r™g" Dtaaa^ed ^ the apU. .paU.7 
of her sister, and anxious to afford that entertain- 
ment to her Lord and Master, to which she felt her 
own unaided exertions to be wholly inadequate, 
Martha requested him to order Mary to assist her 
in her multifarious occupations. ^' And she stood 
and said : Lord, hast thou no care that my sister has 
left me alone to serve ? Speak to her therefore 
that she help me." To this petition our blessed ^ 
Saviour immediately replied by a gentle expostula- 
tion on the solicitude with which, in her eagerness 
to serye him, she suffered her mind to be unneces- 
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sarily distracted by a multq^lidtj of objectB, when 
one alone was of essential importance; adding, that 
that object had very properly engrossed the atten- 
tion of Mary, in which he would not allow her to be 
interrupted^ for that it was, by way of eminence, 
that good part * of which she ought not to be depri- 
yed. ^^ And the Lord answering said to her : Mar- 
tha, Martha, thou art careM and art troubled about 
many things. But one thing is necessary ; Maiy 
hath chosen the good part, which shall not be taken 
from her/* What this ^' one thing necessary," this 
good part by way of eminence was, to which Jesus 
here alluded, may be fairly inferred from the state- 
ment given by the Evangelist of the occupation in 
which Mary was employed, who represents her as 
'^ seated at her Lord's feet, and hearing his word/' 
It was her docile attention therefore in listening to 
the sacred truths which fell from the Iqps of her 
Divine Master, which constituted that ^' one thing 
necessary," that good part to which Christ is re- 
corded to have caressed so marked a preference, 
when he said, '^ Maiy hath chosen the good part, 
which shall not be taken from her." Such, my 
friends, is a plain and obvious exposition of the 
Gospel which has been read. But as it has been 
selected by the Church for the particular festival of 
the Assumption of the blessed Virgin Mary, I pur- 
pose this day to consider it in reference to Ihat joy- 
ful event, and to draw from it such reflecti(ms as 
may be conducive to the promotion of her honor, 

* Tnv ayainv fupiid. 
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and of the best and dearest interests of her pious 
Yotaries. 

The elevation of the blessed Virgin to her pre- 
sent state of gloiy and of happiness^ commemorated 
by the Church on the festival of her Assumption, 
is calculated to inspire us, not only wiA sentiments 
of the most profound respect for her Sacred person, 
in consideration of the pre^ininent dignity to 
which she has been raised; but with feelings also of 
the greatest confidence in the power of her inter- 
cession at the court of heaven, which, in conse- 
quence of her exaltation, she may be presumed 
to possess. It is not however so much to the con- 
sideration of her pre-eminent dignity that I purpose 
this day to call your attention, as to the means by 
which she was enabled to attain it Now, those 
means will be fowid, upon enquiry, to have been 
precisely that eminently good part, the choice of 
of which by the sister of Martha, our blessed 
Saviour is stated in this day's Gospel to have so 
highly commended : '^ Mary hath chosen the good 
part which shall not be taken from her."' For in 
whatdidthis eminently good part consist? To 
this question the narrative of the Evangelist, as I 
bave already observed, clearly furnishes a direct 
reply, in ti.e description which it gives of Mary's 
occupation, when it represents her as '^ seated at 
her Lord's feet, and hearing his word." Like the 
subject of our blessed Saviour's commendation in 
the Gospel of this festival, the Holy Virgin may 
also be said to have been habitually seated at her 
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Lord's feet and to have heard his word by listening 
with humility to the secret inspirations of his Holy 
Spirit,^ who dwelt constantly in her soul as within 
his temple. That sndi was inyariably her habit 
through life, it is obvious to conclude, from her 
uniform deportment in the diyeitdty of situations in 
which she is exhibited to us in the New Testament, 
and to the exposition of which I have now to re- 
quest your particular attention. The first occasion 
(m which she is there introduced to our notice is 
in the account given by St. Luke of an embassy 
to her at Nazareth of an Angel sent from heaven 
to announce to her the approaching event of her 
virginal maternity, and of the manner in which 

inconceivable declaration, that she was about to 
become the mother of the world's Redeemer, in 
a way so foreign from the ordinary law of nature 
in the procreation of mankind, was in itself so in* 
credible as must naturally, one would think, have 
been sufficient to stagger her belief. But being 
seated in spirit at the feet of her Lord, and inwardly 
admonished by his secret inspiration, that, in the 
terms of the Angel, '^ no word is impossible to God,'' 
she submitted without demur, and immediately 
consented to become an humble instrument in the . 
hand of the Almighty for the accomplishment of 
the great work of the incarnation of the Son of 
God. '' Behdd,'' said she, ^' the handmaid of the 

* In the Epistle of St Paul to the Romans, the Spirit of 
God is called also die Spirit of Christ (Rom.> e. viii. v. 9.) 
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Lord. Be it done unto me according to thy word/* 
From her own dwdling in Nazareth we will now 
follow her to the house of her cousin Elizaheth^ 
whom, notwithstanding her age and previous ster- 
ility, the Amrd had declared to be in an adyanced 

was accosted by her inspired retadye in the fdQow- 
ing congratulatory and reiq^ectful terms : — ^^^ Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
tl^ womb. And whence is this to me that the 
mother of my Lord diould come to me ?" But the 
same attention to the xokce of her Lord within l]»r» 
at whose feet, she, in sj^t, halntually sat, which 
had pronq>ted h^ at Nazareth to give credit to the 
declaration of the Angel, however incrediUe it 
might naturaUy ai^pear, prevented her also, on the 
present occasion, from being elated by the honora- 
Ue reception which she experienced ; and ini^pired 
her, when greeted in the most flattering expressbns 
of congratulation and respect, with those deep seit- 
thnents of humility to whkh i^e gave vent m that 
adnmrable aod suUime eantide recorded by the 
Evangelist-^'' my soul doth magnify the Lord^ and 
my spirit hath rgdced in God my Saviour, beoane 
he hath r^;arded the luanility of his handmaid, &e. ** 
Leaving the mansion of Elizabeth, let us, withmit 
delay, proceed to the coontay in the vicinity of 
Bethlehem, where, as we read in St. hoke, '' tb^De 
were shepherds watching, and keqai^ tiieir n]^t>- 
watches over their flocks j" and let us accompany 
them in imagination to the city of Davids to whkh 
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tiiey were hastening to repair, in order to behold 
the new-bom infant who had been proclaimed to 
them, bj a messenger from heaven, to be the Savi- 
our of the world ; where, on their arrival, th^ ac- 
toally '^ found,'' as the Evangelist states, '' Mary, 
and Joseph, and the infant, lying in the manger/' 
What, think you, must have been the feelings of 
the Virgin Mother, when seated, like the Mary in 
this day's Gospel, at her Lord's feet, she suddenly 
desoried these midnight heralds entering her hum- 
ble shed, and heard from their lips '^ those good 
tidings of great joy," which had been communi- 
cated to them from on high, with such solemn 
pomp? But whatever those feelings may have 
been, they were not suffered to interrupt her con- 
stant attention to the voice of her Lord within her, 
sugge-sting to her such heavenly contemplations as 
were suitable to the circumstances of so unexpect- 
ed an occurrence. '* But Mary," says St. Luke, 
*' kept all these W(n*ds pondering them in her heart." 
CH)serve, s^am, her comportment twelve years aft^- 
wards in Jerusalem, when, having feelingly ex^ 
pressed her own parental solicitude, as well as that 
of h^ husband, to her beloved Son, occasioned by 
his temporary separation from them during three 
days, and tenderly expostulated with him on the 
sabject, she received from him the following 
reply : — ^* how is it that you sought me ? Did you 
not know that I must be about my Father's busi- 
ness ?" Although this reply of the blessed Jesus 
was unintelligible to them, *^ for they understood 
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not," continues the Erangelist, *' the word whidi 
he spoke unto them ;'* yet the Holy Virgin, being 
incessantly seated, in spirit, like the sister of Mar- 
tha, at her Lord's feet, and attentive to his word, 
silently acquiesced in it, and treasured it up in her 
memory, with his other mysterious sayings, as fit 
subjects of her pious contemplations. ^'And his 
Mother," adds St Luke, ^' kept all these words in 
her heart." Let me, in the next place, call your 
attention to the interesting scene exhibited at a 
marriage feast in Cana of Cralilee, to which Christ 
with his disciples was invited, and where his Virgin 
Mother was also in the number of the guests. It 
is related, by the Evangelist, that a failure having 
taken place in the article of wine, the Holy Virgin 
noticed the circumstance to her Divine Son, inti- 
mating clearly to him, by that remark, a wish that 
he would perform a miracle in order to furnish an 
additional supply. To this well-intended intimation 
on her part, the answer returned by our blessed Sa- 
viour, though perfecfly justifiable under the circum- 
stances in which it was delivered, as I have else- 
where shown,* must be allowed nevertheless to 
have had a natural tendency to wound, at least in 
some degree, the feelings of a mother: "Woman," 
said he to her, " what is it to me and to thee ? My 
hour is not yet come." But the feelings of nature 
were in her heavenly soul so completely subjected to 
the will of her Lord, at whose feet she was humbly 

* See Sermon on the Gospel for the Second Sunday after the 
Epiphany. 
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seated in spirit, that, not only did she herself sub- 
mit without a mnrmur, to what maj be admitted per- 
haps to have sounded like a somewhat stem reply ; 
but recommended also to others a strict compliance 
with all his injunctions. '^ His mother saith to the 
waiters, whatsoerer he shall say to you, do ye/' 
On no occasion howerer, did this '' blessed among 
women," manifest more strikin^y her choice of 
that eminently good part so decidedly approved of 
by our blessed Saviour in the conduct of the Mary 
in this day's Gospel, than when stationed, like the 
latter, at h^ Lord's feet, she listened attentively to 
his words, which, both outwardly to h^ ear, and 
inwardly to her heart, he so pathetically spoke 
whilst '' she stood near the cross," as St. John r^ 
ktes; fiom which, suspended by his wounds, he 
preached assuredly a more affecting sermon than 
was ever delivered from the pulpit, by the most 
^^nsummate master of sacred eloquence. Oh! what 
gri^, what ai^uish must have wrung her mater- 
nal h^urt when she beheld her dearly beloved Son 
bleeding* agonizing, expiring, in excruciating tor- 
ments, amidst the derisions, insults, and outrages 
of his chosen people! And yet, the dismal pros- 
pect of his ajiroLring suffi^^ 
not but anticipate, did not prevent her from taking 
the station which she then occupied. For it was from 
those very sufferings, — ^it was from those gaping 
wounds, — ^' those poor, poor dumb mouths," that she 
was prepared to receive, in their greatest perfection, 
those heavenly lessons of patience, meekness, resig- 

H 3 
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nation to tbe 4ime will^ of the love of God, and 
the lore of man^ which silentlj iasued from th^oi ; 
and which operated by their influence, 9i& soothing 
anodjaea to assuage the pains inflicted ^upon her 
by that '^ swotd of s(»rrow/' which, as the venerable^ 
Simeon had foretold, now actually ]^^rced her 
iieart 

This constant and assiduous atteaticm to the w<»rd 
of the Lord, which pre-eminently distinguished Ihe 
conduct of the Holy Virgin throu^ life, rendered 
her, in reality, an object mmre worthy of (mr admira- 
tion than eren the high prerogatiye (^Mcrfher of the 
Son (^ God with wMch fke was invested. Think 
not that I am here hazarding unaulhoiised a bdld 
assertion destitute of proof. No, my friends, I am 
not. I have the poaitiye testimony of Clmst him- 
self to produce in its support For the EyangeUst 
relates that when a voice was heard from the crowd 
pronouncing her blessed, because she had given 
birth to, and suckled the Redeemer of mankind^ 
Jesus r^ied, '^ yea, blessed rather are th^ who 
hear the word of God, and ke^ if (Lukb, c. sl 
V. 28.) This endeared her to har Divine Son be- 
yond the tenderest of earthly ties, which is that of 
a mother, "For as he was yet speaking to the 
multitude,'* says St Matthew, " behold his mother 
and his brethren stood without seekii^ to fi^eak 
to him, and one said to him ; behold thy mother 
and brethren stand without seeking thee. But 
he, answering him that told him, said : Who is 
my mother, and who are my brethren? And 
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ftretcbing forth fais kands to Hb ditdples, lie said : 
Behold my mother and my brothren. For wlioso^ 
ever ahall do the w31 of my Faiiher, who 18 a heaven^ 
&e same is my brtrfher, aad sister, and moliier." 
(Matt., c« xii. v. 46 — 50.) Tins likewise it was-** 
as the words of onr Uessed Saviour in the efevMth 
cha|iter of St. Luke, which have abeady been cited; 
evidendy imply — that raised her to the high rank 
file now holds in the Idngdom of heaven, whem, 
because she heard the wcnrd of 6o3 and kept it, die 
is Uessed for evermore. And it is by imitaring 

did, the word of the Lord the main object of your 
habitual attaition, by layinir it up in your hearts, 
V r^^m^ upoo'it. 7-^/7- -1. 
with its heavenly maxims, and mamfestmir in your 

will raider to Ae Holy Virgin the kind of homage 
which will be at once most accej^aUe to her, an4 
most advantageous to yourselves. 

How, in the first place, can you present her widi 
atrflbute of respect more acc^table to her thMi that 
ci n^ddnr her the model q( your attention to the 

by the consolations of grace, so is now in heaven^ 
in the fulness ofgloiy, her supreme ddight? Ma,^, 
I am awaxe, diere are, who are fond of showmg 
their respect to the blessed Yirgin by a Taiiety of 
pons practices and devout exercises directed to tint 
purpose, and in so doing they may be apfly com- 
pared with Martha in the Gospel, where she is sta- 
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ted to have been '' busy alMNit much service/' And 
as the latter was not blamed by Jesus Christ for 
the multiplidty of her attentions to his sacred per- 
son, so neither are the form^ to be disccmmi^ided 
for a similar conduct towards his Virgin Motha*. 
Yet since^ by his reply to Martha's requeed;, he eri- 
dmtly preferred what he expresdy denominated 
the eminently good part chosen by her sister '^who 
sat at the Loord's feet and heard hk word," we may 
safely be permitted to conclude that his Virgin 
Mother^ whose wiU is in perfect confermtty with 
that of h^ Divine Son, will view, with more com- 
^acency, tiie homage paid her by the imitation of 
her example in making, as she did, the word of the 
Lord the neyer failing subject of her habitual me- 
ditations^ than by any oth^ mode ^nployed by her 
votaries fer the {Mromotion of her honor* Let others 
theref(»e, if they be diq>08ed so to da, imitate the 
pious solicitude of Martha, by the performance of 
a variety of devotional exaxises in honotr of the 
Holy Virgin ; let them decorate with the pictures 
and images of her person, altars and temples dedir 
cated under her paliona^ to divine worship; be 
it yours to present her with a tribute which wiU be 
grateful to her beyond every other — ^the inestimable 
tribute of a life modelled after the pattern of her 
example, and to embellish for that purpose the tern*- 
pie of the Uving God in your hearts, with spiritual 

copies of her transcendent virtues^ those precious 
fruits of her having been seated in spirit through 
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life at her Lord's feet, and of her haTing heard his 
word. 

Nor, in the second place, will this mode of hon- 
ouring tiie Blessed Virgin be more acceptable to 
her than it will be advantageous to yourselves. 
For not only may it fairly be presumed, for the 
reason which T have just as^gned, that it wffl be 
successM in securing to you the benefit of her 
powerful intercession in your behalf, but it is also 
in its veiy nature adapted to the formation of that 
holy temper of mind within you, which so eminently 
distinguished the blessed Virgin upon earth, and 
which " will fit you to become hereafter partakers 
with her of the lot of the saints in light,'' among 
whom she shines forth with peculiar brightness. 
Yes, my firiends, it is by listening assiduously to 
the word of the Lord which is spoken to jou in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ; it b bTimpreJing your 
nZs wilt a deep sens; of its intxiic exceUeuce, 
and of its intimate connexion with your eternal 
welfare; it is by beUeving its doctrines, observing 
its precepts, imbibing its maxims, and breathing its 
spirit, that you will acquire, with the divine assis- 
tance, that habit of internal holiness pronounced 
by the Apostle to be an essential qualification for 
your admittance hereafter into the glorious presence 
of the Divinity. " Follow holiness, without which 
no man shall see God." 

How, in reality, my Mends, can you listen to the 
word of the Lord, in the manner which I have just 
described, without experiencing in your souls its 
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sanctifying influence ? How can you contemplate 
in all its bearings^ that heavenly dispensation of in- 
finite power^ wisdom, and goodness, disclosed to us 
in Gvod's sa^ed word ; — how can you reflect on the 
mysterious doctrines of the redemption, sanctificar 
tion, and gimfication of its Mtiifiil observers, in 
which those attributes are so wonderfully di^layed ; 
— ^how can you accustom your thoughts to dwell on 
these celestial virtues enjoined in its precepts, or to 
rai^e amidst the cheering proq[>ects and joyful anti- 
cipations, in which its promises encourage you to in- 
dulge ; — how, I say, can you habituate your minds 
to disclosures of this description, contained in Grod's 
hdiy word, without contracting a temper of soul con- 
genial to them, and manifesting also, by a correspond* 
ing ten<nr of conduct, your ardent desire that the hoif 
will <^ their Divine Author may be done on earth as it 
is in heaven, — in which consists the very essence of 
true hdiness P Hence, instead of viewing the law of 
the Lord under a stem and forbidding aspect; in* 
stead of regarding it as an imperious code of seva» 
restrictions on the indulgence of your natural indi- 
nations, and, as such, yidding to it a reluctant obe- 
dience from an ignoble principle of servile fear, you 
will consider it as a wise and beneficent rule of life, 
presented to you by your Heavenly Father, for tl^ 
regulation of your appetites, the improvement of 
your nature, and the promotion both of your temr 
poral and of your eternal welfisure ; and, like dutiful 
and aflectionate children, you will conseqpentiy 
commit yourselves, witii the utmost cheerfulness^ to 
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ks Bidntery directiiD. In cixiiplianee with its iu^ 
jmietionsi yoa will be caieftd to present jour dailj 
triimtes of idigiouft homage to ihe adoraUe author 
of your existence, to return him your most giateM 
thanb hr ike innnmerable Uessinge which you 
oonstandy leceiTe from his bountiful hand, to en* 
tzeaty with penitential soirow, his msrciful fbi^ven* 
neas of your oiieDces against him, to renew to him 
yomr lesohdaons of future fidelity, and to sue to him 
widi eamestnesB, fi>r that supernatural succour 
whidi will liable yen to carry them into execu* 
tion« The di^ in an especial manner conseonAed 
tohim,afid wfaidi is th^nefore caHed the Lord's 
day, you will not faU to sanctify to the foil extent 
^ tiie drnne precqfyt, which ccmunands you to'' r&- 
iMsdber to keep holy the sabbath day/' And, in*- 
stead of resting satisfied with fulfilling the obliga- 
iaoa wfaidi has been laid upmi you, by a positiTe 
ordinance of the Chusch, of assisting on that day 
at the htAj saoifice of (he altar, you will eagerly 
a;rail yourselves of the p^odical suspension of 
worldly oimeeins and occupations, to devote your 
mu^ to the serious consideration of your eternal 
interests, and of the measures which may be most 
conducive to the promoticm of them. You will cul- 
tivate also assiduously that purity of soul and body, 
that lowliness of mind, that singleness of heart, 
and that submissive acquiescence in all the diviue 
appointments so strongly and repeatedly recom- 
mended and eqoined in God'i holy word. And 
whilst — agreea1%^ to the admonition of the Apostle of 
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the Grentiles ^' not to be conformed to this world,'' — 
you will reject with firmness its erroneous doctrines, 
its corrupt maxims, and its sinful practices; jou 
will, at the same time, take heed, that, in your un- 
avoidable intercourse with it, there be nothing mo- 
rose or ungainly in your dq>ortment, nothing cal- 
culated to alienate fix>m you the hearts of men, or 
to create disgust ; but it will, on the contrary, be 
your study, by your kind, affiible, and conciliating 
demeanour, to gain their good will, and to contri- 
bute, by every justifiable means in your power, to 
their comfort and well-being. Regulating, in short, 
your conduct by that golden rule, prescribed by 
your blessed Saviour, of " doing unto others, as you 
would wish others to do unto you,'' you will endea- 
vour, at all times, without ostentation or vain glory, 
'^ so to make your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven." Listening thus habitually, like 
Maiy in this day's Gospel, to the word of the 
Lord in the way which I have described, and ma- 
nif«fcg invriiLty its u^c upon yo„ e.n<ho, 
not only will you honour the mother of the world's 
Redeemer by an imitation of her example, in a 
manner which will be peculiarly grateM to her ; 
but you will receive from her, it may be presumed, 
in return, the benefit of her powerful intercession : 
aided by which, and coM,perating on your own part 
with the grace of the Holy Spirit, which, as you are 
assured by Christ himself, will be given to you by 
his Heavenly Father, on your application to him 
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for it, you will, — ^in the language of the Apostl 
<< have your firuit unto sanctificalion, and the end 
everlasting life/* (RoM. c. vi. v. 23.) 



no 



SERMON VII. 



FESTIVAL OF ALL SAINTS. 



BRIEF VINDICATION OP THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINES 
RESPECTING THE INVOCATION OP SAINTS; AND THE 
HONOR DUE TO THEM : POLLOWED BY AN EXHORTA- 
TION TO IMITATE THEIR EXAMPLE. 



Gospel. Matthew, e. v. r. 1-— 12 And seeing the mnltitoc^, 
he went up into a mountain^ aud when he was set down, his 
disciples came unto him. And opening his mouth he taught 
them saying : Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the meek : for they shall pos^ 
sess the land. Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall he 
comforted. Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after jus- 
tice : for they shall have their fill. Blessed are the merciftil : 
for they ^lall obtain mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart : 
for they shall see God. Blessed are the peace-makers : for they 
shall he called the children of God. Blessed are they that suf* 
fer persecution for justice' sake : for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye when they shall revile you^ and perse- 
cute you, and speak ail that is evil against you, untruly, for my 
sake ; he glad and rejoice, for your reward is very great in hea- 
ven. For so they persecuted the prophets that were before you. 

The Gospel of this festiTal may, witb propiiefy, be 
considered as an introductory exordimn to that ad* 
mirable discourse delivered by our blessed Saviour 
from a mountain in Galilee to a promiscuous multi- 
tude, who, attracted by the fame of his doctrines 
and miracles, w^e assembled together in the plain 
below. It describes the kind of character whidi it 
was the design of his sacred ministry to form, re- 
presenting it as a compoimd of a variety of quali- 
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ties, which, though usually hdd in little estimation 
by the world, are distinguishing characteristics of 
his fiedthful followers. Those qualities are stated to 
be that lowliness of mind and disengagement of 
the affections from inordinate attachment to earthly 
tlnngs, denominated poverty of spirit : '' Blessed 
are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven'* ; — that placid meekness which no provoca- 
tion can distiu*b : — ^^ Blessed are the medi : for they 
shall possesa the land"; — that "godly sorrow, which," 
in the language of the Apostle, "is according to 
God, and workeih penance stedftst to salvation, and 
not the sorrow of the world which worketh death" 
(2 Cobb., c.vii. v. 10.) : " Blessed are they that 
mourn : for they shall be comforted" ; — ^that ardent 
desire of internal holiness, which the phrase of hun- 
gering and thirsting after justice is used to desig- 
nate : " Blessed are they who hunger and thirst 
suiter justice : for they shall be filled" ; — ^that mer- 
ciful di^sition which habitually manifests itself 
in relieving the wants, both spiritual and temporal, 
assuaging the sorrows, and treating with tenderness 
the weaknesses of their fellow-men : "Kessed are the 
mercifol : for they shall obtain mercy" ; — that 
cinnj^ete exemption from the defilements of sin 
which is reqioisite for the fruition of the beatific 
viaioii : " Blessed are the dean of heart : for they 
shaU see Grod" ; — that pacific temper of soul which 
pnoanpts to the promotion of agreement and harmony 
among mankind : '^ Blessed are the peace^nakeis : 
im they shall be called tlie chiMren of Ood" ;— aiul 
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finally, that undaunted, yet passive courage in the 
maintenance of the cause of righteousness displayed 
by its h^oic champions in opposition to eyery hos- 
tile attack of the ungodly by which they may be 
assailed : ^ Blessed are they who sujSer persecu- 
tion for justice' sake : for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaTen. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you 
and persecute you, and shall say all that is evil 
against you, untruly, for my sake ; be glad and re- 
joice, for your reward is very great in heaven/* 

Suoh, my Mends, are the qualities which the 
Gospel of this festival exhibits to our view as ess^i- 
tial ingredients in the character of the true disciples 
of Jesus Christ, and to the possessors of which it 
also promises, under a variety of expressions analo- 
gous to those qualities, an eternal reward of bound** 
less happiness. And as it is to exemplify that 
character in the persons of the Saints, that the 
Church appears to have selected this portion of the 
Sacred Scripture for the present occasion, with a 
view of stimulating the faithful to copy it in them- 
selves, I purpose this day— after a brief vindicalian 
of it, doSs r^pecdi the InTooUion of S-i..,, 
and the honor which it recommends to be paid to 
their persons — to endeavour to animate you to an 
imitation of their example. 

The doctrines of the Catholic Church respecting 
U» Invocation of Saint,, ^ the honor toT^ 
to them, are frequently brought forward by its of^ 
ponents as instances of its departure from the gen- 
uine principles of Christianity, and of its lapse into 
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error. By the first the all-sufficient merits of Jesus 
Christ our sole Redeemer and Mediator are said to 
be depreciated ; and by the second the religious 
homage, which it is the exclusive privilege of the 
Creator to receive, is stated to be extended to the 
creatures of his hand. Were these two inferences 
fdriy drawn from the articles which I hare jurt 
mentioned of Catholic Belief, instead of under- 
taking to defend those articles, which I intend to do, 
I would condemn them, on the contrary, as erroneous 

induce you to disclaim them« But what am I say- 
ing ? Let me not be thought, even for a moment, 
to suppose that the Church of God can faQinto er- 
ror. Let me not be thought, even for a moment, 
to suppose that it can teach doctrines incompatible 
witb the most sacred and fundamental truths of 
the Christian Religion. That would be to arraign the 
veracity of its Divine Founder, who has pledged his 
word &at against his church the gates of hell shall 
never prevail, and that he himself will be with it 
teaching it all truA to the end of time. 

Far be it from any one who professes himself a 
member of that Church, the establishment of which 
is coeval with the introduction of Christianity, to 
refuse to the merits of its Divine Founder that all- 
powerM efficacy which is essentially inherent in 
them. We all believe the sufferings of the Son of 
God to be the meritorious cause of the restoration 
of the human race. We believe that through him 
aione we have access to the Father ; and that hav- 

I 
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ing obtained for us eternal redemption^ he ceases 
not to intercede for us ^^tliat we may obtain men^ 
and find grace in aeascmable aid/' Such^ my friends^ 
yon well know> to be the doctrine which has been 
inculcated to yon, and impressed npon your minds 
in your early years, which is firequ^itly deliT^?ed 
to you by the ministers oi God in your places of 
religions worship, and which is chmahedby yoa as 
Ike foondation id your hope, and a source of un- 
speakable comfort When therefinre you invdce 
the intercession of the Saints in heaven, when you 
have recourse to their patronage, and implore their 
succour, it is not, you well know, by any means 
your intention to exclude the mediation of him 
who al<me can give a value to their intciposition 
in your behalf; and independently oi vrhom their 
utmoi^ endeavours to serve you would be fruitless 
and insignificant No. You make application to. 
the Saints of God as to the glorified members of 
that mystic body of which you also are memb^es, 
but of which Christ Jesus is the head, and through 
him alone you solicit their pious <^ces widi the 
Father of mercies, that you may be provided waith 
every necessary assistance and relief which the ok- 
igencies of your conditions may require. Who 
will tdl me that the intercessicm of the Saints, con- 
sidered in this its true and genuine li^t, is at all 
injurious to the infimte merits of the Redeenier of 
mankind? 

Moreover, my fii^ds, it will not surely be de- 
nied by Christians of any denominattoo, that it is 
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diowable on earth to piay for our feUow-^members 
and brethren in Jesus Christ, and to desire to be 
reciprocally remembered by than in their devout 
interoourse willi the common Fatiier of mankind. 
We are instructed indeed by the Scripture itself^ to 
hold the prayers of those who are eminently con- 
s[»ciMms for piety and virtue in peculiar estimatioili 
oMie St James assures us that ^'the cmtinued 
prayer of the just man availeth much/* And we 
leam also from the epistles of the Aposde of the 
Gentiles, that he was himself in the habit of pray- 
ing for the faithful committed to his charge, and of 
soliciting, in return, their pious supplicalaims to 
heaven in his behalf. What ! then, shall man, 
mM man, in the present earOily stage of his ex- 
istencer-^man, who here below is frequendy so 
negligent of his duty to his Creator-90 imitontive 
to tJie invitations of his grace — so regardless of the 
ii^jimctions of his holy law — ^and who provokes by 
his disorders the thunders of his vengeance, — shall 
he be indulged in the possession of a privilege de- 
nied to tlie elect of God ? Or shall the glorified 
4B^rits of th^ just made perfect, whose nature is 
now completely dd&vered from lliat load of cor- 
ruption under which they laboured in the days of 
their mortal pilgrimage,— who are now raised, if I 
may be aOowed the express!^, to the exalted d^- 
nity of c(mrtiers of the great King,— who are en- 
compassed around with the efiulgence of his glory, 
— ^who no longer ^^ behold faim as throij^ a glass 
darkly, but who see even as they are seen,*' — ^and who 

i2 
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are perpetually soundii^ folli his praises in tna»^ 
p<Hrts of adoradoii^ love> and gratiliide; — shall ^ey 
in hewen be dej^ved of a power iRiiieh eren on 
earth they were permitted to enjoy ? Truly, my 
friends, ^ we not know from expei^ftce, how 
often the plainest and most undeniaUe truths are 
disfigured and obscured by misrepresentation and 
prejudice^ it would really be next to an impossibi- 
lity to conceive that a ^)ctrine at once so consoling 
and reasonaUie as that which regards the intenoes- 
sion of the Saints, could ever have been the object 
of so much censure and reproach. 

I will now proceed to prove that as the interces- 
sion of the Saints is in no manner inimical to the 
infinite merits of the Redeemer of mankind, so the 
respect and veneration manifested towards them 
are pef ectly consistent with the hcmiage due to tlie 
One Supreme. That the Sovereign Lord and €^ 
ator of heaven and earth has an exclusive ti^t to 
the adoratwn of his creatures, is a principle of so 
sacred a nature, and so essentially constituting the 
very basis of religion, that no one can refuse to 
adopt it without incurring the imputation of impir 
ety. Were the honor therefore which is given to 
the Saints of God of this descnption — did we adoie 
and worship them conjomdy wifli tiie ruler «f the 
universe— di^ we attribute to tkem all the excellen* 
cies and perfections of him who alone possesses the 
entire pleiitude of every excellence and perfection — 
did we acknowledge their supreme dominion, and 
look up to them as to the sources and dispensers of 
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mimsy, grace, and salvaticm,— ^tenns of language 
would, I confess, be wantingto describe Ike enor- 
mity of so d^;estable a crime. Impietj, sacrilege, 
blasphemy, would characterize but feebly d^ nefa- 
rious atten^ of the man who should tlms jnretend 
to despoil the Omnipotent of his Being's inaliena- 
ble prerogative. Bnt, my Mends, yon all know 
that the veneration which yon are taught to mani- 
fest to the Saints of God is widely different You 
know it to be of an inferior and subordinate nature. 
You know that, as far as the limited powers of your 
minds will allow yon to make the discrimination, 
it M as iwich bdor the homage wldch you present 
to the Lord of heaven and earth, as finite is below 
infinite — as man is below the Anthor of his exis- 
tence. What kthere, I pray, in this sort of homage 
to mt^ere in the least with the prerogative of the 
OnmipoCent, or to detract in the smallest degree 
fifom that exi^ii^ve tribnte of adoration which he 
exacts witii rigor firom his prostrate votaries P 
fWfrom offering the sHghtest injury to tiie Ma- 

on the contraay, that every maik of respect and 
veiieration which we show to them, redounds to the 
glory of th^ Almighty Sovereign. " Praise ye 
the Lord in his Saints,'' exclaims the roval Psal- 
r^b,^, y Mend., we cntZ^Ute in 
the Saints the £sithfiil disdples of that Divine 
Master, by whose precepts they w^e directed, arid 
in whose heavenly school they were sedulously 
trained to the practice of those virtues which shone 

i3 



118 

fortli 80 conspicuously in their cmidact. In them 
we applaud imperfect copies of that hright original, 
that matchless prototype of paf ection Christ Jesus, 
whom they studied in all things to imitate, and we 
proportion our praises to the resemhlance they bear 
to his sacred person. 

Nor is that all. For the di^anguished excellen- 
cies which we extol in the Saints, we consider, in 
reality, as so many emanations from the Ood of the 
Saints, as so many sparks of that celestial fire which 
the Redeemer of man *^ came to cast upon the earth, 
and which he so ardently desired might he enkind- 
led." Whether we admire, in the Apostles, that 
glowing ardor which caused them to encounter 
innumerable obstacles, to set dangers at defiance, 
and to labour without intermission in the propagar 
tion of the gospel ; in the martyrs, that heroic forti- 
tude with which they braved the threats of tyrawts 
and persecutors, and confronted death in its most 
frightful shapes ; in chaste and ^tless virgins, the 
constancy they opposed to the attempts of seduc- 
tion ; in humble penitents, those bitter tears of sin- 
cere compunction with which {hey bewailed the 
errors of their former conduct, and moved to com- 
passion the bowels of the divine mercy ; in a word, 
my friends, whatever great and generous exertions 
of piety and virtue we celebrate with acclamations 
of praise in any among those numerous tribes stand- 
ing before the throne and in sight of the Lamb, as 
described in the Apocalypse, we refer them all to 
him from whom they proceeded as from the great 
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ongmal source of every good aBd perfect gift In 
them we admire the wonderful effects of that victo- 
rious grace which triumphed m the breasts of the 
servants of God over the disorderly inclinations of 
flesh and blood, and which animated, supported, 
fortified them against all the combined efforts of the 
^lemies of their salvation* Alas ! my friends, we 
know full well that the Saints of God, who are now 
in possession of everksting glory and happiness, 
were, in the days of their mortality as frail and im- 
potent by nature as we are ; we know, that, like 
ourselves they came into the world defiled with the 
l^rosy of sin ; that as long as they sojourned upon 
earth, they carried about them a load of corruption ; 
that they experienced, as we do, those interior con- 
flicts between reason and passion, duty and incli- 
notioi^ the law of the spirit, and the law of the 
members ; that their natural propensity to evil was 
frequently provoked to indulgence by a variety of 
temptations ; and that, had they not been purified 
from the contamination of guilt by the blood of 
their Redeemer, and upholden by his grace, in the 
many and violent attacks they had to sustain, they 
must have been condemned to deplore, in bitterest 
anguish, thdr eternal exclusion from the ravishing 
sight of that divine countenance which constitutes 
the plenitude of thdr present happiness. We con- 
template therefore in the Saints, the immortal fruits 
of the redemption of Jesus Christ ; the trophies of 
his victory over death and hell j the peculiar objects 
of his mercy and tenderest affection ; and to hiih, as 
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to tlie SupieiBtf AiM&or of their sanctiCy and f^ory, 
tire aJD the prcubes vhidi we bestow upon ^uem^ mL* 
tiiMitely diieoted. 

Beoides, my fiimde;, conit te tlMiglit auoi oatrage 
to ike mi^e^y of heaven to lionour tfaoee whonit 1^ 
pleaaed the Ahu^ty himaelf to honour ? Hliehu 
raised fliem himadf to ao exalted a pitch of eno^ 
nenee, '^ crowned tihem with gloiy, ai^ made theoi 
to sk down among the ^inoes of his pec^le/' dmdd 
it be imputed to ua aa a crime if we <UM)pecate 
with lum, according to the measure of our limited 
capacities^ in payii^ them^ in like maimer^ a suit^ 
able d^pree of req>ect and veneration ? Sur^y not 

Remember also^ my fiien^^ that ^ honouring 
the Saints and in^loriog their intercession, yon do 
no more in fieu^t than walk in the footsteps of your 
respectable forefathers in the earliest and purest 
days of Christianity ; that your confluct, in t^ese 
respects, is warranted by the example of the btightr 
est luminaries of the Church of God: — of the Cyrils^ 
the Cyprians, the Basils, the Chrysostoms, the 
Ambroses, the Gr^ories, the Ai^ustkes, -the Jet 
roDdies ; — ^that it is a]^[KrQyed by the decrees of gene* 
ral councils ; and that the custom of dedicating re- 
ligious edifices to God under the special patnmagr 
of a particular Saint — so generally prevalent, even, 
at the present, day, and that too in countries where 
these two points of Catholic doctrine are known to 
be rejected by the established rdigion of the ^ite, 
— ^is a standing monument of their venerabte and 
remote antiquity. 
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^ You ose noty howtfrer, to imagine^ my fiiaiidB^ 
from wliat I have faitherto said, that, hy impkmng 
the mtercesaion of the Saints^ and sovndiiig forth 
theb praises, yon will infnUiUy secure to yourselves 
advocates who will obtam for you the poosessioii of 
everlasting peace and joy, indepefidantiy of yoot 
own exertions. That would indeed be a dreadful 
ssstake : that would be an error which would be 
piodnctiTe of the most fatal consequences. In order 
theiiefore to prevent so dangerous a delusion, I must 
further add, that if you wkh to solicit successfully 
the intercession of the Saints, and to render voar 

you must show forth in your lives the virtues which 
distinguished their characters, and be imitators of 
them, as they also were of Christ And ch ! my 
Mends, what ^icouraging motives to the imitation 
of their example should you not derive from the 
consideration of that boundless immensity of blis^ 
which now they enjoy for endless ages ! Imagme, 
for that purpose, the eternal portals of the celestial 
domes to be flung open, and the ravishing spec^ 
tade of their glory and happiness to be displayed to 
your view. Behold them there, my friends, sur- 
rounded with the infinite splendor of the Deity, 
and inebriated with torrents of inexpressible de« 
lights ^Uhat great multitude which no man con 
number^ of all ages, and tribes, and people, and 
tongues, standing before the throne and in sight of 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands." See ! their afflictions and troubles 
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are all at an end. ^' They shall now no more hun- 
ger and thirsV my poor Mends, ^^ndtt^r diall the 
sun/' we are assured, ^^ fall on them, or any heat,'' 
and they will never more experience any other sen- 
sations tlian those of the most pure and exquisite 
dddght. Oh! with what satis&ction — ^what un- 
utteraUe satisfaction do they now oont^nplate, as 
from asecure emin^ice, the storms and tempests by 
which their frail barks were tossed about oa die 
ocean (rf the world ! How cordially do they con- 
gratulate each other on their perseverance and con- 
stancy ! With what lively emotions . of gratitude 
do they bless the kind hand of their merciful Pro- 
tector, who conducted them safe through all the 
dangers with which tliey wa^ encompassod into 
the desired haven of peace and happiness ! Bebold 
them there ! ye great ones of the earth, men of dig- 
nity, men of wealth. There are they, who, amidst 
the pomp and pi^eantry of palaces and courts, and 
covered witii costiy and magnificent apparel> pre- 
served the humble and mortified spirit of disciples 
of a crucified Master, they, who, having made the 
abundance o( tii^ accumulated riches subservient 
to the wants of their indigent and distressed bretii- 
ren, have laid up for themselves inestimable trea- 
sures in the kingdom of God. Do you, my fiiendis^ 
behold th^n — you I mean, who are engaged in 
professional and commercial pursuits. There are 
they, who, amidst the hurry and tumult of worldly 
afiairs, never lost sight of the one thing necessary, 
and who allowed not the scdicitations of their tern- 
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poral interests to withdraw their minds from the 
mote important interests of eternity. Behold them^ 
daughters of the same common parent There are 
they, who, to the captiTating charms of external 
heauty were carelal to nnite the internal^ comdiness 
of the dangfafer of l^on, and who were less solidt- 
ons to adorn the perishable part of their natore with 
the decoradons of yanity, than to embellidi thdr 
souls with the choicest ornaments of divine grace. 
Behold them, ye, alas ! too numerous children of 
poverty and want. Hiere are they, who, whilst, 
like you, they were once compelled to go toiling 
flmmgh Kfe under the oppressive weight of indi- 
gence and disteess, wer« resigned to flie thU of 
heaven ; and who, by the patient endurance of mo« 
mentary sorrows, purchased an eternity of unutter* 
able joys. Behdd them, sinners ! Th^re are they, 
who have bewailed their transgressions with peni- 
tential tears — they to whom "many sins" have been 
forgiven, because th^ have <* loved much" — they at 
whose conversion the Angels of heaven have re- 
joiced. Who, when he contemplates so transporting 
a scene of unalterable felicity enjoyed by these 
blessed inhabitants of the heavenly Jerusalem, does 
not experience the most exquisite feelings of de- 
light? Who does not feel emotions similar to 
those excited by the Spirit of God in the breast of 
the prophet Balaam, which prompted him, on sur- 
veying the assembled multitude of the cbildr^a of 
Israel in the plains of Moab, to break out into that 
well-known exclamation — ^* how beautiftd are thy 

* Psalm xliv. v. 14. 
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tabemacles O Jacob, aad tby tents, O I«rad !" ? 
Who does imH gkfw wi& an ardent desire of walk- 
ing in tkeir footsteps, in the hope of being admitted 
hereafter into thdr bUssfnl society ? WiUyoa,my 
Mends, aDow any earthly considerations to alacken 
yonr pace in that immortal coarse which so many 
thousands have ran before yoa ? 'YfSl you aoffier 
those friyolous pretexts of human weakness, and of 
the diffieohies 70U may hare to eaccnmter, to dmp 
your ardor in so glorious a career? Oh! my 
Mends, the consciousness of then- weakness, and 
their conviction <tf the opposition they, would hare 
to c(mtend with in the path of yirtue, were produc- 
tive of Tery different effects in the breasts of the 
servants of God. They inquired them with tliat 
humble disposition of soul which rendered tliem 
pleasing in the sight of the Almighty, and induced 
them to implore, with earnestness, the supematuial 
aBiislBnce of that powerful grace which mj^lied 
abundantly the deficiency of nature, and enabled 
th^n to tnumph over every obstade which opposed 
their endeavours. The same invigorating source 
is open to you, my Mends. And He wfa» imparted 
strei^th to your predecessors in the faith, and con«> 
ducted them with success through every of^osition 
which counteracted their progress, is ready also, on 
a similar application, to bnng your feeble attenq^s 
to a proeqperous issue. The chief obstadea to be 
encountered by you, ar^ within your own breasts. 
They are the disorderly indinaticms of your corrupt 
nature. They are that ambition which prompts 
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men to Bacfifice the dietttes of amapkiice aad the 
approbation of heaven, to the empty appiaase of the 
world; — diat avidity of gain which gtmrmlates Aem 
to acts of injustice^ and renders them insenaftle to 
the cries o( the dktressed; — ^that sensuality whkii 
Imrries &em into aU the excesses of brotal intem- 
perance, and lustful gratification. Such, my fiiends, 
aire the pnncipal obstacles which it bdboves you, to 
sarmount in vour loumey to eternity. Couraire ! 

mounted th^n before you. Couraire ! Let the 
^ of their tnmsceiulent ha^<9ur you aa 
to similar exertions of heroic fortitude.* God is for 
yon. Of what consequence is it who is against you ? 
Nor should the dread of extraordinary difficulties 
att^iding the imitation of the example of the Saints 
be a discouragement to you. They are by no means 
so great as you may apprehend them to be. Not 
half so great as those which woridlings have to en- 
counter in pursuit of the obf ects of thdbr earthly in- 
terest. You have nothing to fear from human mar 
lignity, nothing from the rivalship of competitors, 
nothing from the vicissitudes of fortune. And in 
the midst of all their difficulties the Saints would 
not have exchanged those secret comforts which 
thej derived from the practice of virtue for all the 
boasted satisfactions which the w(Mrld affords. You 
are not to suppose, my friends, that in or^r to 
walk in the footsteps of the Saints you are required 
to perform uncommon austerities, to bury yourselves 
in solitude, or even to deny yourselves a temperate 
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enjoyment of innocent pleasures. ^ Sanctity/' ob- 
serves an illustrious prelate^ of our own nadon> 
'^ does not consist in much fastings or in wearing 
hair shirts, or in taldng disciplines, or in reciting 
long praya», or in any other extraordinary j^-ac- 
tices or observances : all which, however good in 
themselves, have been found in hypocrites, or in 
such as have been all the while, slaves to pride, 
sdf-love, and passion*'' N(^ my friends ; the spheres 
of your virtuies lie principally within the compass 
of your respective conditions* To those belong 
duties which it were sinful in you to neglect. And 
it is by dischai^ing them faithfully from the pure 
motive of the love of God that you will most effect- 
ually promote your present sanctification and your 
future happness. 

Cultivate then, my friends, cultivate and cherish 
to the utmost of your abilities this sublime motive 
of the love of God, in the general tenor <^ your 
conduct. Let it preside habitually, by its predom- 
inant influence, over all your thoughts, words^ and 
actions, as it did over those of the servants of God^ 
and you may. rest assured, that your petitions for 
their intercession will be effectual, that your pious 
tributes of respectful homage wiU be acceptaWe to 
them, and that you will be hereafter admitted to a 
participation of their everlasting glory and ha|^- 
ness, in the kingdom of heaven. 

* Bishop ObtdloneT^s Meditations. 
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SERMON VIII. 

FESTIVAL OF THE NATIVITY OF 

JESUS CHRIST. 



THE LOVE DISPLAYED TO MANKIND IN THE 

INOABNATION OP THE SON OP GOD; AND THE COR. 

RESPONDING RETURN WHICH IT DEMANDS 

ON THEIR PART. 



GosPBL. Luke, e. iL v. 1 — 14. And it came to pass that in those 
days there went out a decree from Caesar Augustas ; that the 
whole world should be enrolled. This enrolling was first made 
by Cyrmiis the governor of Syria. And all went to be^irolled, 
every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee out of the city of Nazareth into J udea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem : because he was of the house 
and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary his espoused wife 
who was with child. And it came to pass that when they were there, 
her days were accomplished, that she should be delivered. 
And she brought forth her first-bom son, and wrapped him up 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger : becaose there 
was no room for th^n in the inn. And there were in the same 
country shepherds watching, and keeping the nightwatches 
aver ^ir fiock. And behold an angel of the Lord stood by 
them, and the brightness of God shone round about them, and 
they feared with a great fear. And the angel said to them : 
Fear not ; ibr behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, that 
shall be to all the people : For this day is bom to you a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David. And 
this shall be a sign unto you : You shall find the infitnt wrap- 
ped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army, 
praising God, and saying : Glory to God in the highest : and 
on earm peace to men of good mil. 

The Gospel read in the first mass of Hm day's fes- 
tival opens with an account of the journey of St. 
Joseph . in company with the Virgin Mary his es- 
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pomed wife, then in a state g( pregnancy, to Beth* 
khem, the city of David; to which, as descendants 
from that rojnl parsonage, they both repaired, for 
the purpose of being there enrdled in compliance 
with a deo'ee of Aug^nstus Caesar the Roman Em- 
peror. ^'And it came to pass that in those daj» 
there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus Aat 
the whde world i^ould be enrolled." It then pro^ 
ceeds to disclose to us the affecting scene— whic^ 
occurred on their arrival at the place of their desti- 
nation—of the holy Virgin, now become a mother, 
clothmg with her own hands, the tender Hmbs of 
her new-bom child, and reduced, for want of better 
accomodations, to the hard necessity of deposkii^ 
him in a manger. ''And it came to pass, that 
when they were there, her days were accomjdii^ed, 
that she should be delivered. And she 1m>i^M 
forth her first-bom son, and wrapped him up in 
swaddlmg clothes, and laid him in a manger, be- 
cause there was no room for them in the inn." 
But this touching exhibition was shortly followed, 
as we learn from the sequel, by another ot a very 
different description. It was the dead of n^ht 
All nature was hushed in profound, and, as it might 
seem, attentive silence. Ihe listless inhabitants 
of Bethlehem and its vicinity had consigned their 
cares to a temporary oblivion in the arms of repose, 
save a few shepherds, '' who," as the gospel goes 
on to state, ''were watching and keejmig the 
nightwatches over their flock. And behold an 
Angel of the Lord stood by them, and the br%ht- 
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ttesa of God dione round about tkem> and Ikcy 
feared with a great Jfear. And the Angd said to 
tfa^n: fear not; fer behold, I briag you good tidinga 
of great joy, tliat flliall be to all ihe pe<^ ; fortUs 
di^ is bom to you a Saviour who is Chriat die 
Lmrd, in the city of David. And this shall be a 
sigtt unto you : you shall find the infent wrapped 
in swadcDing clothes^ and laid in a manger*'' No 
soon^ had the heavenly messenger ddiveced the 
glad tidmgs than he wm joined by an amy of an« 
gelie spkks; and they chanted together, in sol^nn 
diorus, the praises of God, who, by the incarnation 
of his beloved Son, having, in thewords of the 
psalmist, caused ^^ justice and peace to kiss,'' 
(PsAUf Ixxxv* V. 10.) had graciously rendered 
hs9 own glory compatible with his rec^mciliation to 
the human race. ^ And suddenly there waa with 
the Angel a multitude of the heavenly anny prais- 
ing God^ and saying : gloiy to God in the highest: 
and on earth peace to men of good will." 

Never was the silence of the nudnight hour more 
cheerfully interru;^ed, — ^never to the throne of God 
ascended a more acceptable tribute of rdigious ho- 
mages—never was the heart of man gladdened with' 
tidily more exhilaratn^ and important than on 
ihe present occasion. Now were all the types and 
predictions of the old law relative to the arrival of 
larad's great ddiverer declared to be accomplished. 
Now was announced to the world the long4ooked- 
for object of the most earnest &»^s and ardmt expec- 
tati<ms of the just of ancient times. Now was com- 
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mimicated to it the satisfactory intdSigence that the 
greUt petce-maker had at laigth made his appear- 
ance^ by whose mediatorial influence man was to 
be recondled to his offended Creator; the gates of 
heaven were to be i^;ain thrown oipeu to him, and 
he was to be once more permitted to aspire to the 
soaked privilege of being enrolled in the list of 
its blissM inhabitants. '< Now theref(»re/' says St. 
Paul to the fiuthM of Ephesus^ '^you are no moite 
strainers and foreigners: but you are fellow- 
dtuDeuB wiA the Saints, and of the housdiold of 
God.'* (Ephes., c. ii. v. 19.) Christians, trans- 
port yourselves with me, in imagination, to the stable 
of Bethlehem, and there, penetrated with a lively 
fiadth, contemplate the divine infant who was the 
subject of these angdic strains, and the source of 
such great and unspeakaMe blessii^. Behold, in 
him, who there lies trembling in the lowest state of 
abasem^t and infirmity, deBtitate of every otdin- 
aiy accommodation, and exposed to all the indem- 
exicy o( the weath^, — ^behdd, I say, in him that 
selfnsame Being who fills all space with his imm^i- 
sity—whose days are from eternity to etenuty— 
^^who openeth his hand, and filleth with his 
blessings every Hving creature.'* Behold in him 
that distinguished seed of the woman who was to 
crush the serpent's head, and to heal by his Uood 
that fatal wound which its envenomed lute had in- 
flicted on the human race. Behdd in him that il- 
lustrious personage whose day the venerable patri- 
arch of Chaldea so ardently desired to see, and the 
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distant proiq>ect of which caosed his aged heart to 
bound with such raptnroiis exaltation. Behold in 
him that miracdous Son of promise in whom it was 
dedared^ ^ that all the nations of the earth shoold 
be blessed'* (Genesis, c. xxiL v. 18.); — that ex- 
pectation of nations^ oi whom the dying fiUher of 
the twelve tribes of Israel foretold that he sfaoold 
not c<»ne upon the earth, until the sceptre should 
depart firmn the tribe of Juda'' (Genesis, c. xSx. 
V. 10.) ; — ^that extraordinary prophet pointed out by 
Moses to the diildren of Israel, and to whcmi he 
commanded them to listen with reHgioos attention. 
(Deutron, c. xviiL r. 15.) In a word, b^ld in 
him that promised Messiah whom the prophets 
foresaw and saluted at a distance, whose arriyal 
they solicited in the warmest exmessions of vehe- 
m^ desire, and predicted in ZTL mo^t ener. 
getic and sublime. 

Such, my fitiends, was that apparently poor and 
helpless infant, the festival of whose birth we are 
called upon to celebrate at the present time. What 
prdbund sentiments of admiraticm and reverential 
awe is not this so marvellous a spectacle calculated 
to exdte ! How astonishing the thought, that under 
so mean and despicable an appearance ^ould lie 
concealed the Majesty of heaven ! What more won- 
derful than to contemplate, in the person of a poor, 
shivering, helpless babe, reclined in a manger, — 
the completion oi types — ^the accomplishment of 
prophecies — ^the consummation of that grand and 
august design, formed before all ages by the eternal 
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mind for Hae Redemption of mankind; intimated by 
Gcid to the unhappy parmts of our race> in the ter*- 
restrial paradise, and prosecuted with steady and 
persevering constancy through a bng senas oi 
succeeding generations ! 

But not only does the natiTity of the. Saviour of 
mankind furnish us with nmtter of admiratioa and 
reverential awe ; — ^k abo. presents us with a more 
stupendous di^lay of ineffable goodness^a more 
sublime instance of disinterested beneficence,--^ 
more generous act of self-devotion in the cause of 
miserable and debased humani^, than it is p0B£dble 
lor the mind of man to conceive* Wretehed tsvfyy 
and deplorable beyond expression, was Ae condition 
to which mankind were reduced by tl^ traa>sgres- 
sion of their first parent By it they were plunged 
into a gulf of woe, the depHh ol which no tong^ 
can describe — no conception fathom. They esr 
perienced from it a loss which nothing in creation 
was capable of compensating. They lost thereby 
the affection of the best, the kindest, the most li- 
beral of fathers, — even of their Father who is im hea- 
ven. They forfeited every claim to his protection 
and favor. They were cut off by him, Vke aliens, 
from all the goods, the advantages, and comfbrts 
of their pateimonial inheritmice. They w«re liie 
stigmatized objects of his wrath aiMl maledicticm ; 
and condemned, in that capacity, to pass the days 
of their mortal existence in a land of sorrows, there 
to knguish for a while, hopeless and forlorn, in de- 
jection and misery, till death, terminating their 
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earthly pilgrimage, sbonld introduce them into a 
region ten thousand times more comfortless than 
that which they before inhabited ; — a region of de- 
solation and of horror,— -of extreme, eompUcated, 
irremediable, and neyer-ending woe. Such, my 
friends, was the melancholy and calamitous rtate 
to which mankind were reduced by the violated 
allegiance of their unfortunateprogenitor. And from 
this melancholy and calamitous state it was not in 
the power of created beings to effectuate their de- 
liverance. No ; not all the united efforts of men 
and Angels could have succeeded in an attempt ex- 
ceeding, beyond measure, the limited powers of their 
n^fcture. Altars m^ht have smoked with incense ; 
Ihey miffht have streamed with the Uood of oxen and 
or^»«mp.med wiU, dl tte ^, fte g™m., 
all<llaii»nK.liol>s of l^entont lw<»U i botmyua: 
for man could never cease to be an accursed object 
of the divine displeasure till the justice of God 
should be appeased : and the justice of God was 
not to be aj^^eased but by a proportionate atone- 
nietit ; — an atonement, that is to say, tantamount to 
the guilt o[ the offender, which no being, short of 
infinite, was capable of making. As long, therefore, 
as this should have been wanting, so long must sin 
have remained unpardoned, — so long must God and 
man have continued in a state of irrecondlable en- 
mity, — so long must a chasm of infinite separation 
have excluded the despairing mmet fit)m all access 
to the throne of mercy, and deprived him of even 
the smallest hope of i^covering the possession of his 
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lost happiness, or of b^g rescued from the abyss 
of misery in which he was ingulfed. 

This awe Divine Redeemer distinctly perceiyed. 
He perceiTed it with all the sympathising tender- 
ness of a commiserating Mend — vnAi all the lively 
interest of the most feeling and generous of jdulan- 
thropists, deeply affected by so shocking a spec- 
tacle of human wretchedness, and anxious to affixrd 
relief to the unhappy sufferers. Prompted by the 
compassionate and benevolent disposition of Im na- 
ture, he came forward in person to their assistance 
and deUverance. He issued for tliat purpose fiom 
die bosom of his Eternal Father, took upon himself 
the form of a slave, and in tliis state of the lowest 
humiliation, substituting himself in the place of the 
devoted victims of divine justice, he averted fix>m 
them the penalty which by their rebellion they bad 
incurred ; caused it, in mercy, to be inflicted upon 
himself; and thus restored to them the attainted 
titles of thdbr forfeited inheritance. Is it possible to 
conceive a more admirable example of the most af- 
fectionate kindness and di^terested benevol^ice 
than that which is here exhibited ? Were the only 
son of a great and powerM monarch to relinquish 
all the enjoyments of the royal palace — were he to 
exchange the splendor and gratifications of a court 
for the ignominy and hardships of a most rigorous 
bondage, in order to redeem from captivity the 
meanest of his father's subjects, would you not 
consider his conduct as an act of the most generous 
and henAc philanthropy ? Great, meritorious, and 
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subtime> however, as such conduct would unques^ 
tionably be> it would fall infinitdy short of that uu-> 
parallded instance of incomprehensible beaieficeooe 
manilested by the world's Redeemer in the august 
mystery which we are now ccMamemoratuig. Foir 
the captiyity from whidh He> by the assumption of 
our flesh) rescued poor unfortunate mortals, was 
ineompaiably more severe, more dismal and degm<» 
ding than the rudest state of thraldom in which the 
mort baibarous and oppressive tyrants have ever 
been known to detain their miseraUe slaves. The* 
prisoners whom He restored to liberty were not 
mimrely his Fath^'s subjects. No. They were the 
creatures of his handj—they were debased, rebels 
lioas, sinful ei^tmres j^^ey were branded olg^^ 
of his high displeasure ; — ^they were condemned 
culprits lying under sentence of death* They were 
culprits, that is to say, who, in the words of St 
Paul, w^e condemned to ^' suffer eternal punish- 
ment from the &ce of the Lord, and from the glory 
oi his power.*' (2 Themal., c. i. v. 9.) And 
it was to deliver persons of this description — so in- 
finitely below him in rank, so destitute of worth, so 
deserving of punishment— from the most galling 
and disastrous servitude possible to be ^idured, 
that He-^^^ the splendor of his Father's glory, the 
image of his substance, and upholding all things by 
the w(^d of his power,'' who was superlatively 
happy and gl(»ious in himself, and incapable of re*- 
ceiving the smallest accession of felicity or honor, 
— condescended to leave his blissful abode, to enter 
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upon a stage of being so far beaeatlk faim, and to> 
suJbnut to an the afflictions and txouUes inddbnt 
to it. 

Wliat do I saj ? Not on^ did he eoumaqpaki 
tJiem at so enormons an esf&^se, kom. a yoke «f 
slayeiT the most ignominioas and painfid, but he 
so proved and^bled their S«i ^ to 
qualify them for the glorious society of the hleased 
in the kingdom of his Heaveuly Father. Nor. i» 
that all. F(»*hy taking to himself their iiatQie,Mkd 
thus uuilmg it in his own person with the ms^mi^ 
of the Godhead, he conferred i^pon it a distinction 
which it never h^ore possessed even in its {Nriia^ml 
state of ixmocence, when yet uncontaminated widi 
guilt, and impressed with die divine image, it came 
forth untarnished and pure from the han4 of ite 
Creator. High indeed was the dignity to which 
tlie nature of man was raised in heing fonned to 
the image of the Eternal God; hut h^l^r still the 
character which it then assumed, when the mercifuL 
condescension of the Eternal God prompted ^m to 
be made after the image of man. '^ Being made 
like unto us in all things." (Heb., c. ii ^, 17.). 
They who hy creation were placed in a rank infe- 
rior to that of Angels, by this mysterious niii<m^ 
became in a manner their superiors, '^ for he todt* 
not the nature of Angels, but the seed of Ahfaham^ 
And when God sent his first begotton into the worlds 
he said, let all the Angels of God adore hiiiL'' 
(Heb,> c. i. V. 6.) 

But to appreciate duly the impoitance of the 

4. 
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mystery of the Sen of God '^manifested in the 
flesh/' which we this day commemorate, we must 
carry forward our thoughts to its subsequent and 
reBoiOte consequences recorded in the Sacred Scrip- 
tore. We must follow, — under the direction of that 
uaerring guide — the little babe of Bethlehem, wrap- 
ped ia .waddKng cloAes and lying in a manger, as 
deacribed in this day's Gospel, through the progres- 
sive 8ts^e84)f his morted life, even to the present as 
wcti as to the future state of his immortal existence. 
We must view him in his early years a perfect mo- 
del of filial obedience to parental authority, and 
maA^estmg, as he increased in age and stature, in- 
creasing proofs of heavenly wisdom, and of the far 
vor wluch he experienced both from God and man: 
'^ And he went down with them, (his parents) and 
came to Nazareth ; and was subject to them. And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and age, and grace with 
God and men." (Luke, c. ii. v. 51, 52.) We 
must bdidd him inaugurated into his sacred minis- 
try by the descent of the Holy Spirit upon him, 
when a voice from heaven audibly proclaimed him 
to be the beloved Son of the Most High : " This 
is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.'* 
(Matt., c. iii. v. 1 7.) We must observe him in 
the disdiarge of the august functions of that sacred 
ministry, astonishing his hearers by the suUimity 
of his doctrines, and the purity of his moral pre- 
cepts ; confounding his enemies by the sagacity of 
his replies ; and refiiting their calumnies by his in-* 
trepid appeal to the uniform sanctity of his sinless 
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life : " Wlidi of you shall convmce me of sin?" 
(John, c. \m. v. 4^), whilst the winds and tibe 
waves obey^ hk voice, — ^whikt death Designed hk 
lifeless captives in compliance with hk mandate, — 
and ev^ hdl itself was compelled to acknowledge 
his supreme dominion, as was manifest from its in- 
abiUty to resist the exercise of his power in expel- 
ling Lis from the sonls of men. And we ZLt 
see him closing that sacred ministry by the atoning 
sacrifice of himself upon the cross, by which here- 
ccmciled man with his offended Creator ; and in so 
doing removed the obstacle, whidi, like the '^ Cher- 
ubim and the flamingo sword placed before the 
garden of Eden, as related in the book of Genesis, 
predhided his admission into the heavenly paradise. 
We must desceikl with him into the Umb, wh^^, 
" free among the dead,** (Psalm Ixxxvii. v. 5.)— 
having broken the bonds of death asander,'^*-we 
must contemplate him in his resurrection from tliat 
dreary abode, and gase on him, like the Apostles 
after the lapse of forty days, ascending into heav^, 
where he is now seated at the tight hand of Grod, 
our great H^h Priest, Mediator, and Advocate. 
Considering him, moreover, as the meritorious aur 
thor of the divine influence of the Hdy Sjniit 
upon the hearts of his faithful followers, by causing 
him, in compliaance with his promise to his Apostles, 
to come down upon them, and to remain with t^m 
to the end of time, we are to regard him, in reality, 
as the sower in our hearts of that seminal principle 
of our regeneration to life and immortality^ — as the 
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original fiM)iirce of all the means imparted to us, to 
enable us to repress the inordinate emotions oi 
corrupt OAtare ; to resist with fortitude the combi- 
ned efforts of tbe enemies of our salvation ; to fight, 
in diort, manfully, a good fight, and thus to attam, 
at the close of our mortal campaign, ^ that crown 
of jUBtice which the jurt judge has laid up for m" 
in his heayenly kingdom. We must anticipate his 
appearance on that awful day of ffeneral retribution, 
^^^^m^d«l by m;.bd. ^ A.gdie Spint.. 
*' he will be seen coming in the clouds of heaven, 
with great power and majesty'' to judge the world. 
And, finally, we must endeavour to figure him to our 
minds on that solemn occasion, when, ^^havii^ 
brought U> nought aU prindpaUly, and power, and 
str^igth,^ and destroyed the last enemy, death. He 
shall delivCT up his (mediatorial) kingdom to God, 
even the Father," (1 Coer., c. xv. v. 24, 26.) " to 
be &i^odbrth glorified by him with that glory which 
he had with him before the world was/' (John, 
c. xviL V. 6.) 

Such, then, my fiiends, being the considerations 
with which it becomes you to approach in spirit to 
the stable of B^hl^em, — ^sudi the compreheusiye 
view whidi it behoves y(ni to take of the miracu^ 
lous birth of the world's Redeemer, — such the mo- 
mentous circumstances connected with it,— such 
the advants^es of which it has been productive;,^ 
1^ it be your earnest endeavour to cheridb in your 
breasts a just sense of its transcendent importance,, 
and to manifest in your lives a corresponding tenor 

* Awotfuv, 
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of conduct. Contemplating under the form of a 
helpless infant the incarnate Son of the Most High 
God ; bearing in mind the transactions and events 
relatin&r to him which have already taken place, to- 
gether with those.the predictions of which, Remain to 
be fulfilled, according to the exposition of them which 
I have laid before you from the Sacred Scripture ; and 
deeply affected by the recollection of the benefits 
which it has been allotted to you to derive from 
them, pour forth to him your hearts in joyfol. 'can* 
tides of jubilation and praise, acknowledging' him, 
with the most lively sentiments of gratitude, and 
with profound adoration, to be your most merciful 
Saviour, your Lord, and your God! Influenced 
by the consideration of the boundless love exhibited 
by him in your behalf, on the memorable occasion 
which we this day celebrate, let it be your constant 
study, as far as your limited powers will peimit, to 
make him a suitable return of level Prove incon- 
trovertibly the smcerity of your affection by that 
practical test which he ha. Lself prescribed, the 
faithful observance of his divine commands : ^ He 
that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me," (John, c. xiv. v. 21.) 
Renounce, without hesitation, every earthly inter- 
est incompatible with your duty to your Sov^eign 
Lord, and Supreme Benefactor. Submit cheerfully 
,to his providential appointments, however unjdeas- 
ant or painful they may be. Consecrate to him, 
without reserve, all the faculties of your ioiinds, all 
the affections of your hearts, and all the actions of 
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your lives. Show yourselves to be pradically liis 
true disc^les, by the mntoal disdiaige of every 
kwd and compassionate office of fraternal chariljt 
^' By this shall men know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love one for another." (John, c. xiii. 
V. 35.) And, finally, let ike recollection of the ex* 
alted dignity to which he has raised the lowliness 
of your nature, inspire you with sentiments worthy 
of so noble and illustrious a distinction. Let it 
prompt you to banish for ever from your minds 
every low and grovelling thought, every anxious 
and corroding care, eveiy ignoble and degrading 
aq^iration. Mindfrd of the grand and honorable 
pdliance which you have c-ontracted with the Divi- 
nity, cultivate within you dispositions of soul con- 
formable to so high and ^orious a connexion. 
Children of God — ^brethren of Jesus Christ — ^heirs of 
heav^— T-labour to support with becoming propriety, 
the distinguished excellence of these august cha- 
racters. As by the assumption of your nature the 
Son of God has graciously condescended to resem- 
Ue y<m, do you, by the untarnished purity of your 
nunds, by the edifying sanctity of your lives, and 
by the perfect conformity of your wills with his, 
endeavour, on your part, to resemble him. As in 
his infinite goodness he has humbled himself so far 
as to stoop to the frailties of your humanity, do you 
with a holy and god-like ambition, aspire to an 
imitation of the perfections of his Dimmty : ^^ Be 
ye perfect, as also your heavenly Father is perfect." 
(Matt., c. v. v. xlviii.) The resemblance which 
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you may bear to your Divine Model will not £gdl 
to recommend you to the especial favor of his hea- 
venly Father, who, beholding in you the darling 
image of his <' beloved Son in whom he is well 
pleased," will ^< crown you hereafter with glory and 
with honor," and admit you to a participation in 
his everlasting joys. ^^ For whom he foreknew, he 
also predestinated to be made confcmnable to the 
image of liis Son : and whom he predestinated, 
them he also called; and whom he called, them he 
also justified ; and whom he justified, them he alk) 
glorified." (Rom., c. viiL v. 29, 30.) 



143 



SERMON IX 



GOOD FRIDAY. 



ON THB PASSION OF JESUS CHEtST. 



When Jesus therefore had taken the vinegar, he said : It is con- 
sommated. And bowing down his head, he gave up the ghoBt ! 
John, c, xix. V, 30. 

'^ It is consummated !'' Such, my Mends, were 
the last solemn words which fell from the lips of 
our expiring Saviour. Such the words, by which 
he proclaimed from the altar of the cross the con- 
summation of his divine mission. ^'It is consumma- 
ted !'' Yes, my friends, that stupendous prodigy of 
infinite wisdom and mercy, announced by the Eter- 
nal to the unfortunate author of all our woes, the 
fritnre accomplishment of which had occupied the 
minds of the just of former ages, — ^which had ani- 
mated their faith, and excited in then* breasts the 
most vehement desires, — which types had prefigu- 
red, — ^which prophets had foretold, — ^whidi they had 
beheld in distant prospect, athwart the revolutions 
of states and empires, and the very promise of 
which had hitherto suspended the avenging arm of 
divine justice, was brought at length to its eiq>ected 
completion. Now all the predictions req>ecting 
Israel's great ddiverer were accurately fulfilled. 
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Their obscurity was now entirely removed. Their 
apparent contradictions were clearly reconciled. 
Now was every figurative representation^ ddineated 
in the rites and ceremonies of the Jewish worship, 
completely realized. Now was arrived the great — ^the 
important period whenaltars werenolongertostream 
with the blood of unavailing victims, — ^when burnt 
offerings and son offerings were to be no longw re- 
quired, — ^when the priesthood was to depart from 
the descendants of Aaron, and to be transferred to 
him who should be a priest for ever according to the 
order of Melchisedek, — ^when every wall (rf sefmra- 
tion between Jew and Gentile was to fall to the 
ground, — ^when the light of truth, which hitherto 
had been confined to a chosen people, i^ould begin 
to dawn on every nation of the earth j — in a word, 
when appeased by ilke sufferings of his only begot- 
ton Son, the Eternal Father should be effectualljr 
reconciled to the creatures of his hand, and unfold 
once more to their view the consoling prospect of 
everlasting bliss. All these circumstances our Di- 
vine Redeemer distinctly beheld. He saw that 
nothing more remained to be performed, and bow- 
ing down his venerable head, with placid resignar 
tion, he gave up the ghost. From that moment, 
my friends, we are to date the most astonishing and 
happy revolution which ever took place in the con- 
dition of mankind sdnce the birth of time. To ap- 
preciate duly the love exhibited towards us on this 
memorable occasion is beyond the capacity of the 
limited powers of our being. But although we 
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inay not be able to estiinate it as it desenres, yet 
to make it at least the subject of our pious medito* 
tkne, attd to endeawnr, by impressing it forcibly 
oQi our mittds, as far as we are capable of conceiv* 
ittg it, to exoite some corresponding, tkongb -very 
iwbdeqoate, letnm of love, are duties wbidi ingrar* 
titade only^ and that too of Ae blackest dye, can 
pteT^it OS from discharging. Come, then, my 
firiei^, prepare yonr souls to contemplate, with me^ 
&e importaiit object which I am now about to sub* 
ndt to your attentive consideration. Elevate them 
above all that is low and grovelling. Purify them 
fr^n every disordinate affection. Discard from 
them every perptexing care, every distracting 
thoi:^ht or solicitude req[iecting the things of earth ; 
and stationed in hnagination at the foot of the cross, 
devote to tiie cont^nplation of'^the victim there sus- 
pended the utmost stretch of your intellectnal 
powos. To enable you,' — if not to comprehend com* 
pletdy — ^to coQcdve at least imperfectly the love 
dM^yed towards you in the mystery of your re* 

diseouiBe. I will then proceed to submit to yonir 
ooosideration sach reflections as may appear nxMt 

tments of gnUitude and affection. Aid, I beseech 
thee, O Divine Jesus ! the bold attempt of thy un* 
worthy minister ; and supply by the assistance of 
thy efficacious grace, the admowledged deficiency 
ei his feeble powers. 

In order that you may be qualified to form some 

L 
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conceptifm of your Redeemer's loye for mankind^ 
it may not be improper to present you with a short 
view of human nature, both in ite primeyal state 
of innoeence, and in its subsecpient state of degra- 
dation and guilt. Man came forth from the hand 
of his Creator pure and qpotless. Sin entered not 
into the original constitution of his being. Subject 
himself to the God who made him, he held in easy 

«.*!««.. ^^ i^ .^ u c.^ m. 

modefrate wants were siqifilied, without labor, by 
tiie spontaneous productions of the earth; and 
eTeiy suirounding olject administered to his plea- 
sure UndisturbedbyanyjamngprindplesoJZ 
cord, the powers of L STc^i^ed with the 
afections of his heart in ccmtemplating and adding 
&e Omnipotent author of his existence. The hor- 
ror o! future dissolutkm embittered not the satisfrc- 
tkm ctf present ei\joyment ; and the prospect of future 
happiness destined to follow his easy transition 
from the land o[ trial to the regions of reward, 
blended with the fruition of earthly blessings a par- 
tial anticipation of the joys of heaven. So lovdy 
a creature, indeed, was man in his primeval coadi- 
tico, that the Almighty himself condesc^ided to 
converse with him in familiar intercourse, and saw 
him with peculiar complacency amongst all the 
goodly works of his hand. One drcumstance, how- 
ever, it k impcMrtant to remark. Mark it wdil, Clujs- 
tians ! For it is intimately connected with the fun- 
damental principles of your holy religion* As a 
necessaiy condition to the continuance of all those 
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high adyantages enjoyed by man in his yet unsul- 
lied state of innocence^ was enjoined the observance 
of a probationaiy law^ the maik of his dependence, 
and the trial of his obedience. It was a prohibition 
to taste of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil planted in the middle of the garden 
of delights, the habitation of our first parents: 
^' And the Lord ordered him, saying ; of every tree 
of the garden thou mayest eat; but of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat : for 
<m whatever day thou eatest of it, thou shalt surely 
die." Seduced by the artifices of the perfidious 
enemy of the human race, man violated the law of 
his Creator; he tasted of the fruit of the forbidden 
tree, and lost his innocence. From a pure and 
i^tless being, pleasing to the Almighty, he now 
became defiled, an abomination in his sight, and the 
object of his just wrath. He lost, with his inno- 
cence, all title to present and to future happiness ; 
he incurred the dreadful sentence of reprobation, 
with its consequent calamities ; and all the evils 
which, by his sinful disobedience, he brought upon 
himself, he entailed on his posterity. 

Here, then, my friends, begins the wofiil tale of 
degraded humanity. The first sad scene of the 
melancholy tragedy of human calamities, and of 
human disorders here opens to our view. We have 
contemplated man in his original state of innocence; 
we are now to survey him in his state of guilt. We 
have gazed with a mixed feeling of wonder and 
delight on a grand majestic fabric, worthy of the 

l2 
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Almighty kand which reared it; we are now to 
roam amidst tiie ghastly ruins of fallen greatness. 
No longer are we to behold the roseate bloom of 
Eden's fairest flower; for withered it lies^ — fad^ are 
its charms, — all soiled and blasted by the pestilen- 
tial breath of sin. In a word, we have behdd man 
in the full enjoyment of every blessing. Convers- 
ing with God, and walking with heartfelt satisfac- 
tion amidst his works ; we are now to see Imn the 
slave of passion, the enemy of God, fleeing from 
before his face, condemned to labor, misery, and 
death. Im^e, then, to yourselves, my Mends, the 
confusion and disorder, the consternation and dismay 
with which the sonl of Adam must have been over- 
whelmed, when, after having violated the law of his 
Creator, his eyes were q»ened to the enormity of 
his guilt. What excruciating anguish must have 
wrung his breast, when to the sense of guilt was 
added the melancholy consideration of lost hap- 
piness, and the frightful expectation of unavoidable 
misery ! How great must have been the perturba- 
tion of his soul, when, haunted by the spectres of a 
guilty conscience, and sinking beneatii a load of 
grief, he awaited, in trembling anxiety, the equitable 
sentence of his angry judge ! And how,— oh! how 
must his guilty heart have sunk wiflrin him, when 
he heard the awM and tremendous voice of that 
angry judge calling him by his name ; that vcice,- - 
that heretofore sweet and delightful voice — ^which, in 
the better hour of his innocence, had filled his soul 
with such unspeakable satisfaction ; but which, in 
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his present crimlual disordered state, must have 
spread through it desolation and tumult. Behold 
him at length overpowered with shame, affliction 
and terror, — ^unprovided with any plausible excuse 
to extenuate his g^t, — ^without an advocate to 
plead his cause,-Hstanding in the presence of his of* 
fended God, — ^in the presence of the Great, the 
Almighty Sovereign of heaven and earth ! How 
could man — guilty man — ^thus circumstanced,behold 
the lightning flashing from the countenance of a 
God of terrors ; how could he hear the thunders of 
his voice, and not sink into the gulf of despair ? 
Thy goodness, O Divine Jesus ! Saviour of man- 
kind ! — ^thy goodness and mercy alone supported him 
on this day of wrath. Thou camest forth with in- 
finite condesc^ision to deprecate the fierceness of 
the divine anger. Thou didst avert fix>m rebellious 
man the flaming sword of exasperated justice. '^Fa- 
ther,''saidstthou, "behold I come"; — "beholdin me a 
voluntary victim of propitiation for the sin of man. 
On me fall the torrents of thy vengeance. On me 
be discharged the utmost fiiry of thine infinite* in- 
dignation. But, oh! spare the sinner; oh ! spare 
deluded, miserable, mortal man !" ; Influenced by the 
mediatorial interposition of the Eternal Word, the 
Almighty Father suspended the execution of his 
dreadful sentence. In him he saw the restoration 
of order by the satisfaction of his justice, " and he 
conceived,'* as the prophet expresses it, " thoughts 
of peace." (Jeremiah, c. xxix. v. 11.) He there- 
fore cursed the serpent, the perfidious deceiver of 
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our first parents^ and graciouidy comforted them 
with the promise of a deliverer wbo should one day 
come, who should crush the serpents head, and 
should restore to them, and to their unfortunate 
posterity, their titles to the happiness forfeited by 
the transgression of his law. 

You hare seen, my fitiends, the deplorable con- 
dition to which our unhappy progenitor had reduced 
himself, with all his posterity, by his disobedience 
to the command of God. You have seen the arm 
of the Almighty stretched forth to execute, against 
the wretched culprit, the sentence both of temporal 
and eternal death. You hare beheld it suspended 
by the interposition of his beloved Son, who, moved 
with compassion at the sad spectacle of human mi- 
sery, substituted himself in the place of the sinner, 
and promised to make a full atonement for the enor- 
mity of his guilt. This promise he came upon earth 
to fulfil. And this he actually accomplished, in the 
most satisfactory manner, on the altar of the cross. 
In forming our estimations of the degree of af- 
fection entertained by an individual for any of his 
fellow-creatures, we are naturally influenced by 
the consideration of the services he may have 
performed in their behalf. But if we adopt the 
same method in appreciating the love of oiur Divine 
Redeemer j if we measure the extent of his love for 
mankind, by the importance of his services in the 
work of their redemption, what exalted ideas of its 
immensity shall we not be induced to concdive ? 
Oh ! my friends, all the most distinguished favors 
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oonfecred upon you by the greatest of your earthly 
benefifcctorsy aie trifling and inrignificant when put 
in competition with those displayed towards you by 
your beneficent Redeemer. Wretched truly, and 
miserable beyond conception, was the general con- 
dition of mankind, ere Christ, in his mercy, came 
forward to their relief: they were destitute of the 
necessary means to heal the leprosy which sin had 
inflicted on their souls; they were exposed de^ 
fenceless to all the fury of ungOT»mab)e passions ; 
they were unable by rep^itance or the practice oi 
penitential austerities, to deprecate the divine anger, 
or to obtain £rom the throne of mercy the pardon oi 
guilt ; the gloomy prospect of the tomb presented 
itsdf before them in all its horrors ; and the gates 
of hapjnness beyond it being shut i^;ainst them, they 
had nothing to look forward to but an eternity of 
«rtreme aiMl iiico«5e^able imseiy. Nor ww tie 
ignominy of their condition inferior to its wretched- 
ness : their souls were branded with the d^;rading 
stigma of the divine displeasure ; they were out- 
casts from the kingdom of their Heavenly Father; 
fidzipped of every ornament which had originally 
embellished their nature ; oppressed, outraged, trod- 
den under foot by infernal demons. In a word, 
they were enemies of God, children of wrath, and 
slaves of Satan. Is it possible, my fitieuds, to con- 
ceive a more wretched and ignominious state than 
that which I have just described ? 

Such, however, was the general state of the hu- 
man race previous to the accomplishent of the great 
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work of redemption. And such would be our 
state this moment, had not our mierciful Deliv^^r 
effectoated onr emancipation. This he did, in the 
excess of his bounty, at the important period which 
we are now commemorating. For when, haying 
terminated by his death the labors and sufferings 
of his mortal life, he gave up his i^nmortal spirit 
into the hands of his Heavenly Father ; that instant 
the powers of darkness were disarmed; thatinstant 
was the kingdom of Satan convulsed to its founda- 
tions ; that instant were the bonds of hellish servi- 
tude broken asunder, and liberty was restored to an 
oppressed world. Then the heavens which hitherto 
had been as brass, began to distal their fertilising 
dews. Their pc»tals were flung open to sinners, 
and a communication was renewed between man 
and his Creator. Yes, my Mends, a communica- 
tion was renewed between man and his Creator. 
For, from that period a powerful Mediator and In- 
tercessor has ever been standing forth in our bdialf, 
presenting for us our petitions to the throne of the 
Eternal ; procuring from him the pardon of our of- 
fences, and supplying us with every necessary 
grace to enable us to vanquish the enemies of our 
salvation, and to rise triumphant to a blissful im- 
mortality. 

But the importance of the services by which our 
Divine Redeemer manifested so conspicuously to- 
wards us his unparalleled affection on . the present 
memoraUe occasion, derives additional weight from 
the awfiil consideration of his august character. He 
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was the '^ only begotton Son of his Eternal Father/* 
'^ the brightness *of his glory, the figure of his sub- 
stance; and upholding all things by the word of 
his power/* "Through him," says St John, "were 
all things made, and without him was made nothing 
that was made," " Who is this,'*— exclaims the 
prophet Isaiah, in a transport of divine enthusiasm, 
acrtonished at the prospect of his future sufferings, — 
"who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah ; this that is glorious in his 
apparel, traveUing in the greatness of his strength." 
All the most pompous titles by which he is announ- 
ced in the prphedc writings; all the stupendous 
events which prefigured the wonders he was desti- 
ned to perform; all the illustiious personages of the 
old law who are acknowledged to have borne a re- 
ference to him ; all, collectively united, convey to our 
minds a very imperfect conception of his transcen- 
dent majesty. So great, indeed, was the splendor 
of the Divinity which dwelt within him, that neither 
the obscurity of his mortal life, nor (he infirmities 
to which for our sakes he condescended to subject 
himself, nor all the debasement of his ignomini- 
ous death were sufficient to conceal it. It frequently 
broke forth in its native effulgence, and filled with 
astonishment admiring spectators. The winds and 
the waves obeyed his voice : at his command sick- 
ness instantaneously gave way to returning health, 
and the graves delivered up their dead. Even his 
death was accompanied with prodigies^ All nature 
seemed to feel it. The earth shook. Hie sepulchres 
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were opened. The dead arose. The veil of the 
temple was rent in twain. The tan withdrew its 
light His enemies were suddenl j transformed 
into his ador^n. The most hardened hearts w^re 
touched with compunction. And — what perliapsi 
was tlie most astonishing of all— one habitual sin- 
ner was known to repent in his last mom^its. 
*^ Lord/' — said the ei^iring criminal, hanging by the 
side of the Worid's Redeemer, — ^^ Lord remembtf 
me when thou dbalt come into thy kingdom." To 
* whom the agonising Jesus merdfiilly relied : 
^ Amen ; I say to thee, this day thou shalt be wi& 
me in paradise." That a Being so transcendently, 
so inconceivaUy great, dbould, so humUy, so pain*- 
fully, and so disinterestedly, haye devoted himself to 
the service of unhappy mortals so incomparably 
beneath him, was, indeed, a degree f£ condescen- 
sion, (m his part, whidi has enhanced beyond mea- 
sure their obligations to him. 

Imp(»iant, however, as were the services wlddbi 
t>ur Redeemer's love for mankind prompted him so 
bountifully to achieve, and much as the consider- 
ation of the dignity of his character must contribute 
to increase their value in our estimatbn^^ our ideas 
of th^ magnitude will be found to derive an addi* 
tional augmentation from an enquiry into the merits 
of the persons who were the objects of them. What 
services had they performed; what pretensions 
could they fproduce to entitle them to such a dis- 
play of beneficence in their behalf ? '' What is 
man," exclaims the royal Psalmist, *^ that thou ait 
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mindful of him : or the son of man that thou dost 
yisit him ?'' Alas ! my friends, far from having 
any claim whatsoever upon him on account of their 
deserts, had he acted towards them in the frdl rigor 
of his justice, the most severe punishment would 
have been thar portion. For the objects of his 
bounty were his own rebellious oreatures, who 
were in a state of open insurrection against 
him* Nor is tiiat all. Instances might be ad- 
duced of temporal princes, who, to appease the fury 
of their enemies, and to attach them to their int^- 
ests, have scmietimes deemed it expedient to^have 
recourse to measures (tf lenity ejid kindness. But 
when did you hear of one who ever manifested his 
bounty in behalf o{ traitors, though frdly convinced 
tliat by it the majority of them were not to be re- 
claimed; but that the rdterated violations of allegi- 
ance, and repeated oppositions to his decrees, would 
be the only return by which it would be repayed ? 
Oh ! no, my friends. So extraordinary an exertion 
of disinterested kindness is no where to be met 
with in the annals of mankind. It was reserved to 
our Divine Saviour to expose tx) the world this sin- 
gular example of unp&ralleled beneficence. In 
him, indeed, we behold it displayed in all its lustre^ 
For whilst, in the excess of his goodness, I^ was ap- 
pealing, by his cruel and ignominous death, the just 
indignation of his offended Father ; whilst he was 
rescuing us from the most galling and disgraceful 
bondage, and obtaining for us a restoration of our 
forfeited titles ; even then did he bdiold in its na- 
tive deformity the base ingratitude by which his 
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mercy would in future be requited ; even llien did 
he behold, in all their horrors, the manifold treasons 
against his Sovereign Majesty which have since 
ensued; even then did he behold the numerous 
transgressions which you and I, and all (^ us, my 
friends, have too frequently, alas ! conunitted against 
his sacred person ; even then did he behold that tor- 
rent of iniquities which has never ceased to deluge 
the earth ; even then did he behold that insatiable 
ambition, that brutal intemperance, that sordid ava- 
rice, that Ubertinism and impiety, those animosities 
and dissentions, those execrations and blasphemies, 
and every other disorder and abomination which were 
ever to proceed from the corruption of the hmnan 
heart to the end of time. A more shocking and humi- 
liating prospect it was impossible surely to contem- 
plate. By it, however, he was not to be deterred from 
the execution of his charitable design. Assailed by 
every provocation which malice could suggest to 
allow the most rigorous justice to take its course, 
he still persisted in the display of mercy. 

What do I say ? So astonishing was his love 
for mankind, fliat, O incomprehensible charity ! 
notwithstanding their extreme onworthiness, and 
<he criminaJily of Iheir conduct towards him, he 
condescended, in order to procure for them the great- 
est of possible blessings, not only to leave his throne 
of gloiy, not only to clothe himself with the garb 
of our mortality, not only to subject himself to the 
ordinary infirmities incident to human nature, but 
to endure unspeakable humiKations and outrages, 
to sufier the most ignominious and excruciating 
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totmeutB, to die even as a criminal^ though destitute 
of guilt. Yes, indeed, my friends, the condition 
to which, for your sakes, your Divine Redeemer 
suknitted to be reduced, was cruel beyond expres- 
sbn. Contemplate him in the diflferent stages of 
his humiliations and sufferings. Observe him in 
the garden of Gethsemini feUing prostrate to the 
earth overwhelmed with affliction, expressing to his 
Eternal Father the anguish which oppressed his 
soul ; and praying that, if possible, the bitter cup, 
which he had already begun to taste, might pass 
away. — See him betrayed into the hands of his 
enemies by a confidential firiend and disciple. — ^Be- 
hold him conducted by a ferocious multitude to the 
palace of Caiphas ; loaded there with every species 
of outrage and indignity, by an insolent and atro- 
cious rabble; and pronounced iniquitously to be 
worthy of death, without having been convicted of 
even the ^adow of a crime. — View him afterwards 
dragged to the judgment-hall of Pilate, — ^thence to 
the profligate court of Herod,— escorted back, with 
derision and contempt, to the tribunal of the Roman 
governor, — abandoned by him, fix)m the pusillani- 
mous suggestions of a temporising policy, to the 
bigotted fury d* enraged assassins who thirsted for 
his blood, — ^and, finally, when every measure of the 
most savage cruelty had been exhausted against 
him, fastened with nails to an ignominious cross. 

But the torments and humiliations experienced 
by him firom the malice of the Jews, constituted, 
comparatively, a small part of his sufferings. A 
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man of iaiegnty and yirtue, in ihe midst of the 
most severe calamities and persecutions sustained 
by him in the cause of justice, derives from the in- 
ward consciousness of his innocaice unspeakable 
consoUition. But Jesus, the Divine Jesus, though 
ignorant of guilt, though adorned with every virtue 

fountain of grace and sanctity,— paradoxical as it 
may appear — had no such c(Mnfort to assuage his 
anguish, or to mitigate his pains. For as a victim 
of propitiation for the sins of the whole world, he 
contemplated himself covered with the iniquities oS 
all mankind, an object of indignation in tiie eyes of 
his Heavenly Father, regarded by him whom he 
supremely loved, as a criminal defiled with every 

scouiKeofhisetenialjiulice. Oh! mTfii«ids,iii me- 

you are accustomed, I am wilHng to believe, to be 
deeply affected by the base desertion of his friends, 
and the cruelties inflicted upon him by the malice 
of his enemies. You feel, no doubt, the tenderest 
emotions of compasaonate senabflity stinred up 
within you when you reflect on the scofis, reproaches 
and outrages which he receired ; on the stxewns of 
blood which issued from his sacred pores ; on the 
thorny crown which encircled his brow j on the 
nails which pierced his hands and feet, and on the 
curses, execrations, and shouts of savage joy witii 
which the barbarous multitude assailed his ears. 
But infinitely more galling to him was that inter' 
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fuU anguiah proceeding from the consideration of 
those innumerable crimeB so offencdve to his sanc- 
tity with which he was overwhehned. This — ibiB 
it is was; it was ihe heart-rending consideration of 
our transgressbns for which he was wounded,— -of 
oiur iniquitiesy for which he was teuised, — ^which ex- 
torted from him that pathetic expteaeixm of extreme 
afflicticm, '^ my soul is sorrowful even unto death !*' 
— ^this which led him to expostulate with his Eter- 
nal Father op the bitterness of the cup which he 
hadgiTenhim to drink, and to beg, that, if possible^ 
it might be removed from his Ups. To have been 
despked, dishonoured, and cond^nned by men, 
would have been easily suf^rted by him who was 
so weU accquainted with the passions and prejudi- 
ces by which they are usually swayed ; but to have 
become, even in his own eyes — ^which discern all 
things in their genuine colors— an object of dis- 
gustand horror ; to see himself — though essentially 
holy and free from Uemish— disfigured and polluted 

vity of the human heart, oh ! that — that was a stab 
which wounded him in the tenderest part, and ex- 
cited wiAin him the deqpert sentiments of dejection 
and grief. 

Moreorer. my friends, had onr suffering Re- 
deemer descried no other persecutors of his sacred 
person, than the author and abettors of the unjust 
sentence which had been pronounced against him, 
or the poor dduded wretches who w^re torturing 
his jQesh, and loac&ig him with opprobrious insults, 
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he would have mAintained unmoved a dignified 
silence. But when lookii^ up to his Heavenly 
Father who had hitherto heen the source of all his 
consolation, delight, and joy, he beheld him, too, in 
the number of his enemies arrayed against him ; 
when he beheld him as it were encompassed with 
clouds of darkness, presiding in person over that 
deluge ot evils with which he was overwhelmed, 
directing. Himself, the storm which was bursting 
upon hhn, darting against him in his fpry the shaflB 
of his Ahnighty vengeance, and treating him with- 
out mercy, as a cri^iinal worthy of the most vigo- 
rous punishment ; then did his afflicted soul suggest 
to him those plaintive accents so expressive of ex- 
treme distress : ^^ my God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ?'' ^'The pains and torments inflicted 
upon me by the hands of my chosen peojde, the 
desertion of those whom I had peculiarly distin- 
guished as my friends and favorites — and even 
the treachery of the disciple who betrayed me, I 
could have endured in silence: they are weak 
and ignorant ; they are blinded by passion ; for 
them I implore thy forgiveness, for they know not 
what they do. But to be abandoned by thee, who 
art the sole object of my heart's affection ! to be 
deprived of the light of that divine countenance, 
from which alone I looked for comfort ! to be op- 
pressed by the whole weight of thine unrelenting 
justice, though labouring in all things to promote 
thy glory ! — oh ! God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?" Now then, my friends, collect to- 



161 

gether in one point of view all that has hitherto been 
said on this important subject. Reflect on the great 
and incomparable benefits conferred upon you by 
the work of yonr redemption — your oym demerits ; 
the exalted character of your Redeemer ; his exces- 
sive humiliations and sufferings — and tell me if any 
thing can be conceived to be wanting to convey to 
your minds a lively im^e of the most perfect love. 
Such then, my Mends, and so unexampled being 
the various features of bounty which characterise 
so strikingly the work of 7ur redemption, what 
adequate 'Lean we possibly make tJour Divine 
Saviour for so wonderful a display of boundless 
affection? Here indeed, my Mends, we must con- 
fess ourselves to be insolvent We have contracted 
adebtitnevercanbeinour power to discharge: 
For '' knowing/' to use the language of the Apos- 
tle, ^' that we were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, such as gold and silver, but with the blood 
of Christ as of a lamb unspotted and undefiled/' what 
compensation can we possibly make which will 
bear even the smallest proportion with so immense a 
ransom ? But, though to make an adequate return to 
our loving Saviour for so singular a demonstration 
of incomprehensible goodness, be confessedly a task 
fer exceeding the utmost bounds of our limited ca- 
pacities, yet to be penetrated at least with a deep 
sense of his love towards us j to prize highly the 
blessings which it has brought within our reach ; to 
glow with the most ardent desires of attaining 
ihem ; and to pursue them with constant and un- 

M 
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wem^ iudostey, must cerlainly be acknowladged 
to b0 dtttieB £rom which no indiyidttal can dam an 
exemption. They are duties from which no per- 
son of common feeling would wish to be released; 
whicli to a true disciple of Jocm Chnat it mo^t be 
delightfol U> di«chaige> and the habitual n^lact 
of which must argue a degree of insensibai^ and 
ingratitude which it is not in thepowerof language 
to describe. And yet» my fnen^if welookabioad 
upon Hkd worlds what do we there bebcdd? Are 
npt the good things of etamily — ^those unspeakable 
blessings, to the possession of which we wie n^w 
permitted to aspire, through the infinite mwto of 
our bountifiil SaTumr-^Hif not entirely aligbtod by 
Christians in gen^ml, pursued at lea^t by thfm 

ifith « degree of reiniaaiie* wiuch thqr aw wM<»» 
known to discov^ in the .smallest of their earthly 

concerns? Are not the honors^ the riches, th^ pl^- 
£»ures of this peridiable world, with all its multqjli- 
ciity of fleeting yanitiesy the grand, the piwcipal, 
the only objects to which their Tdews are ^smffy 
directed ? Is it not for them alone they strive aqdla- 
bour, and groan ? — ^for thcon they submit to the most 
humiliating drudgeries ? — ^for them they are OD^tont 
to suffer the severest paina» yesj^Aom^ a^ hard- 
ships ? — iost them they rush undaunted wrt9 . the 
midst of dangers ?— for them they sam&ffQ.jG^, 
trsmquillity, health, and even die interest i^.,tl)^ir 
imipiortal 90uls? Oh! Christiaos^ Cjuys^^afiB, is 
this tihe return you make to your Di^ifle ^e^iefip^er 
£or his unparalleled affection towards; ypu 9 ,^ it 
in this manner you second his benevolent designs ? 
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f s inseimbflity to his favors the sde fitdt of all tibe 
affidions, faumifiattons and anguish irfaieh his inef- 
lisdble love for you induced him to und^go P Was 
it for this lie descended ftom^ his fhrMe of gWjr ? 
' — ^for ibis he elothed himself with the gari) e( your 
hunmnity P— for this he suljected himself to the 
infirmities of your nature ? — for this he groaned 
under the burden of your iniquities ?-^^ tins he 
bled at eveiy pore? — &r this he was s^nrrowfol 
even unto death ? — ^for this he was treated with 
evety mark et ignominy and cmitempt ?-<^for this 
he was iniqmtously condemned and executed as die 
vilest of malefactors ? 

The rem^nbrance c^the sufferings ^thdr Divine 
Redeemer should also be an inducement to the 
chiMren of woe of every description, to the indi- 
gent and infirm, to the afficted and Ae nnf^rtunale, 
to bear wi& patience their hardships and eahttfd- 
lies. Oh ! my fiiends, if he, who was the itottrce 
0f aU excellence and sanctity, could testify his love 
towairds us to so wonderful a degree as to drink, 
ev^ti to the dregs, an infinitely more bitter cup of 
-affliction than ever was presented to mortal lips; 
tihaD we, who, in concdderati(« of our demerits, dre 
worthy of t!ie most rigorous chastisement, r^eLSe* to 
tnanSfest our gratitude to him by submitting with 
'rei^ignatiob to the temporaiy tribulations and BtitMws 
wH^ octa^nally he may be pleased to settd lis ; 
' a6d wMch, in reality, are the effectB of his ttleiti- 
fUt di^sition in behalf of those who are deai^^i to 
tmxk ? Whati my fliends, now that the e^bmple 
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o£tbi Sto of God has xendered suffBrings honctf^ 

able ;^ now; Aat^ inqpxessed widi the image of (he 

Lainb^ thej may thence reodfve an infinite yal«e; 

tew» Aat, iningled with those of yovr ^eAeemer^ 

^ «em inaj be ooaverted iito a foBirfaiii <ipi>bg^ 

tag up to «teimal life — tw31 yoa, I saj» pow» hia ^ 

^vmd of all senseof honor^ so insenaiUe to your 

best and dearest interests, as^hy uselete complaiBts 

tfitid mannurings, to ^^ifeit Hmt touiscendent dignir 

tfy to i«im^piidi that intrinsic worth, to be cbpiired 

of those invahiable aiyantag^ wlndi, sosbainod 

wilii patience^ ihcy arecalculated to impart ? Oki 

miy poor Mends, what power&l motives to pattent 

submiBaion in jmr dutreases and tr«uU«, what 

>o(»wolaliott and enconrageniirat ougtrt not you to 

dariye fixm these consideffations ? Fps. stead^y 

tonr minds, my poor fiiends, cm yonr suffering 

.Ld. His oo^it^ too, tike ycnirsfwits ind^ 

and lowly. His pains and labors were incompar 

lably more violent than those whieh haTs fallen to 

joorlot. Inexpceadble was the grief which opprea- 

^d his soul. And to fill up oon^etdy the mear 

sure of his cahunitiea, his Father had withdrawn 

from him the hght of his countenance. But you, 

my poor .friends, however deplomUe your coaditian 

.n^yZwhich most feelinglyTcI^si^nate,.*^ 

by 'no means reduced to this desolate and abaflid^ih 

:ned state. Oh! no. Though the great oncB* of 

ihe^earth should behold with insenmbility die hasd- 

* ships of your lot; though afflictions shonld^eacoM- 

paissyou on eyery dde; and the wholewaild'ahaa»- 
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don you ; yon have Btffl a great and powerfoi firiead 
who will never refuse you his protection and sup* 
port Je8ii8> fimn the highest hearens, compaa- 
siooates your woes. Jesus invites yea under ail 
your labom and bwdeos, to apply to him for i»* 
fresfament, and promises to rolieve your wants. Je- 
sus lays opien to you the ravidbiog prospect of am 
eternal weif^ of glory as the future reward of your 
patience; and tihus encourages you to sustain^ with 
composure, the momentafy tnbnlati(ms(tf your earthh 
ly pi^^iimage. And finally, Jesus, with an un^ 
bmmded profiubn of celestial graces, is piepared 
to take, himself^ possession of your hearts ; to co»- 
mAe, animate, and fortify them ; and, notwitfastond^ 
ing the poverty and obscurily of your oenditioiiy to 
impart to you a satafitetion and joy, superior far 
to the' highest enjoyments derived by wxnidlings 
from all their vain appendages of cfpuience auH 
grandeur. 

- You, likewise, my Mends, vrbo are apt to com- 
fdoin so feelingiy of the affironts and injuries offered 
to your persons : who are sometimes instiinted by 

ven of hatred and resentment, contemplate the con- 
duot of yonr cmdfied Saviour. What gwdteiw« 
flfflKiftrbeaiwnDe, what meekness and humility did 
he ttot> invariably discover amidst all the . outmirds 

iHoved to anger, or showing the least symptamft of 
«n exaspeyated or vindictive spirit, he ever praserved 
■nniffled the ' sevemfy of his soul. " AVhen< he was 

M 3 
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ieviled> be did not revile; when Ke .suffisred^ilfc^ 
tfffefltmed fidf ' ; ^^andhemffbedfamitfelftobeled^ 
lik^ e hssh to tiie tlaiiigliter, widwHt cfwiiiiigiliia^ 
mMlib." How ener^;^ically dsi ke upbraid, flie 
etAefofhiA apostks, who, in Ae pRoq>iia1jsai c^ia 
Mind and foriaas zeal> stnick widi hi& siratdrjihe 
nnscreant who came iinrtfa to sobe himi Dift ^ 
nol heal instantaneoosljr die iroimd wUdli PebBr'a* 
radmesB had urged him to infliet? AikL ei^en 
when he was exfoiing undea^ Ibe craeUyxf his pci^r 
secuters who were dieddii^ Ua blood, was ha iaot 
gen^^oiusljr esftployed ia making their igMk^; tai 
his Eternal Faithery and inqokdng his £orghr(si0^? 
^^ f^Mher/' said h^ ** iiwgive them, for then|r know 
not what they do.^' Oh 1 Chastians^ whete ia jrimr 
gratitude, if so persoasiye an example of disMer- 
eM^ charity as that whieh is presented to jkjdin 
the conduct of your Divine SaTionr, beinsuffiei^i 
t. fre^il up^ roa,-^i!»n y«<, I «7. tA. ^^ 
yoars^es his discij^, and who have been re- 
deemed bj his Mood — to ^dinguish in your hreadte 
ePe^ spark of resentment, to pardon the ifijaodes^f 
y(mr offenders, and to saeiffice, witkmt ves^ve, ycMir 
ailtipalhies and dissentiosm at the hallowed Amsi 
oifoiat ^nmolated Lord ? * o. < * 

Of ISO fiitiitfiil a nature is the subject whi^ iLhawi 
ASs^day scdbmitted to your consideration, thatla lay i 
hdese yon that infinite variety c^ re4edieiis<wiflif 
whkh it is pregnant, would be an endless ^sk. 
Suftciefnt has, however, I trusty been- said,'to inspire 
you> through the assistance q£ divine grai^> with 
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sentiments similar to those which animnlecl the 
br^aM of tike AposUe of the Gentiles, aad like iim 
to iivinoe 70a to exclaim : ^^ who then shall separ- 
ate us fiom Ike love of Christ ?^ Shall tribtdatkm 
or distrass, m fiscmine, or nakedness, or daa^r, or 
perModtion, at the sword ? As it is wcktra : For 
thj'sake we are put to death all Uie day hog. Wh 
are ac<3omited as dieep for the slau^iter : but im 
all these things we overcome because of him that 
hath loTed us. F<Hr I am sure that neither death> 
noriKfev nc^r ai^ls, nor principalities, nor poweiS) 
ner thii^ present, nor things to oome^ nor mig^ 
nor height^ nor depih, nor any other creaitore diall 
be able to separate ns from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesos our Lord." (Rom*, e. viii. if. 35 

t -^ then, my dearly beloved ftiends/*-<go> and 
in these sentiments, proceed with order to die ten- 
der ceremony whieh you are about to perfoomu Go, , 
— ^and with humble and contrUe hearts, and in atti- 
tades expreaaive of piofound adoralian, pi^^eiit 
respectfully to your immolated Lord, the warmest 

devouitly you press to your lips the unage of him 
who died for your offences, bedew with yoar tears 
the marks of his bleeding wounds. Go, — ^but bi^ sure 
you remeinber at the same tim^ tliat whilst yoU: 
pdy to Jiis ^Eigy becoming marks of exterior resp^t, ; 

* The love of Christ is understood, by some Commentators, 
as &e love which Christ bears to us ; and by oth^r^ the Jh>y4 
we bear to him.— I use it in this place in the latter sense. 

f Allusidn to the Ceremony of kissing the Ctd^ • 
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an your interior sentimeiits of ad(«ation and 

the right hand of hb Eten^il Father* Forbid 
Divine Jesos ! that the worship of inanimate id 
which then earnest on earth to abolish, should € 
profane thy sacred place; that it should eYei 
renewedby thineown adorers ^tWn the precinct 
thy august sanctuaiy. Come, — ^rather, O mere 
Redeemer ! come, and by the influence of thy ^ 
toiious grac^ destroy in our. hearts eveiy delof 
idol of self-love which may stand in oppositioi 
thy holy law. Come, — O Divine Author and Finis 
of our fedth ! come, — and by Ae application of 
precious fruits of thy sufferings and death, acc( 
plish in us tiie wodiw which on the ajtar of the a 
thou hast so graciously begun. O grant, we hose 
thee, that, as thou hast died upon the crossi for 
love of us, so we also may die to sin for the 1 
of thee ; and that walking stedfieiatly in thy foiAst 
upon earth, we may be glorified with thee Jb^pea 
in thy heavenly kingdom. 
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SERMON X. 

ON THE WORSHIP OF GOD IN SPIRIT 

AND IN TRUTH. 



Tb32 hoar cometli, md now Ib, when the tnie adovera shall 
adore tiie Father in spirit and in truth. For the Father also 
seebedi «ich to adof e him. God is a Bfmii, and they thai 
adore him^ must adoie him in spirit and in truth. John, c« ir. 
p. 23, 24. 



PARTI. 

Tri& vnOftds of the text were addressed by our bles- 
sed Saviour to a woman of Samaria. Being wea- 
ned with the fatigues of his joumej he was seated 
lilone^ on the side of Jacob's wdl, in the neighbour- 
hood of Sychar. It was about the sixth hour of 
the day — ^according to the Jewish mode of compu- 
tine time, corresponding to our mid-day — ^when a 
SaLilan woiZcomi^g to draw water, Jesus ap- 
plied to her for permission to drink from her vessel. 
'^ Give me/' said he, ^^ to drink.'' At this application 
to her, on his part, the woman expressed her sur- 
prise in the following terms recorded by the Evan- 
gelist, '^how dost thou, being a Jew, ask of me to 
drink, who am a Samaritan woman ?" ^^ For the 
Jews," adds St. John, " do not communicate with 
the Samaritans." An interesting dialogue follow- 
ed ; in the course of which the disclosure made to 
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her by the blessed Jesus of the secrets of ber past 
life, convinced her that he must have d^nml his 
knowledge from above ; and caused her, in conBe^ 
quence, to pronounce him to be a prophet ^* Sir/' 
said the woman, ** I perceive that thon art a fto* 
phet'* Thinking, probably, this a good opporta- 
nity of putting an end to the controversy b^ireen 
the Jews and Samaritans reinfecting the place ap- 
pointed for the scdemn worship of the great Jdio- 
vah, she intimated to him a wish for his decision, 
upon the subject, in the Avowing terms : ^^ Oar 
fathers adored in this mountain (Gerizim), and 
you say, that in Jeruaal^n men must adore/' Bat, . 
without retuming a direct reply to that inthnafioH, 
Jesus gave her to understand that the time ww 
now at hand, when the solemn worshq^ of the De** 
itj »h(ni}d no loDger be limited to a pairticular |d»». 
^^ Woman, sttd he, believe me, the hour cometh 
when you shall neither on tUs mountain, nov ill 
Jerusalem adore the Father." He flien added,' in 
the words which I have selected for the iead, tiutt > 
the worship of true adorers, wbevever thej may be • 
found, shall, in contradisdnctiau to the Jewish ^A- 
tualctf external forms and cerenu»iiep,be>of a spt^ ■ 
ritual description ; that it shall be a wanbip, thatist * 
to say, of the mind and heart ; and that instesid>il^ij 
being confined to occasional acts of piety, itshatt^L^ 
extend itself to the consecFatton of their wboiifebi^''' 
ing to the service of the living Grod: ^^But.Aie ' 
hour oom^, and now is, when the true adoito4' > 
shall adore tlie Father in ^itit andm trntk;' forthe 
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Fatlitralik)«edEet]i sneh to admre hiaL God 10 a 
sj^t, and thejr who adore lia, muat adore faim in 
spMStiand ia teutb." This adofalion of the Father 
in 9pkit and iti truths I paipose to diaows in tira 
dialuact diacDurseB, to the first of which, hatving for 
its sabject die adontlon of God in flpint, I have 
now to sdicit the &T<Hr of jonr attention*. 

That the God whom we adore is to be adored in 
spnif and Ihat erer^ speeies of adoration not ani- 
mated by it» is fidse and flpnrious, is soreiy evident 
a tmlhy that did it not ajppear, in practice, to be 
friqnentlj contradicted, to adduce any argooMnls 
in ita support might be tbon^ not only superfln* 
00% Int even an insult offinred to yournnderstand* 
ings* Did it not, I say, appear, in ]»ac1ice, to be 
frequently contradicted. For what ideas of religious 
worship can we imagine to be entertained by those 
who seem to make the whde of it to ccmflist in exter- 
nal forms and ceromnnies ? Think not, however, 
myfiiettds, that I mean to disappnove of every 
outward appearance of xdigion ; or to condemn any 
of the ritual institutions regiurding it whidi the 
Chordi, in its wisdom, has thou^ proper to estab* 
HAu To dispute tlie utility, and even the necessily 
of audi instltations, as man now is, were to betray 
indeed, an ignooraiice of human nature the most 
gifdss and mbtpardonaUe. It is the abuse of them 
oidyitlttt it is my intentaon to cond^nn. That it 
is aAone that I wish to extirpate from among you. 
Of their advantages I shafl speak in thdr pix)per 
pkieev In tlie mean time, Usten, I eutreaft yon^ 
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with calm aad iHaqpaffidonate «ttoitam^ totbe obter* 
vations which I am now about to mafcie. 

You well know, that the God to whom yum^pve^ 
sent your tnbutes of religious lu)mage^ kia Being 
m whom eve.7 perfecti<m «ai1xes ia a sqpwme de. 
gree. Immensily theiefiMre is in the mmlber of hsb' 
attributes. That is to saj. He is pnseatioveiy: 
where. All things are fidl of God. He is now, 
this moment, aboire, below, around. He m iui the 
midst of you. He pervades yio«r hw^i - He 
searcheth the most secret recesses of fotarhotaiAi 
Every where do you discern (he wonderfiil'WtiriDt 
of his almigbty hand. His power, wieidDm^ gobd^ 
ness you see every where displayed. Still yoni^ 
not perceive him. Yoa behold hhn»A. '^Hein^ 
kahiteih light inaccessible/' and clouds of jnsjestib 
darkness surround his pavilion. And irtiy caoyon 
not behold him ? Is it not because, heiiig:a sfdrilv 
he is invnible to jthe human eye? Ye%H^is 
hr that reason; it is because he is a e^nib 
God is a spirit : and therefore '^tfaiqr that ador^ him 
must ado^Wm in spirit Yes, myLnds, the very, 
natore of the B^Twe adore demands wS 
a spiritual adoration-an adoration of die mincl 
and h&utL No other wmrednp can be agreeaUe/te 
him. He will r^ard no other. Vainis^everif icish 
temal ocunpliancie with establid^^ £»rms> imlesif 
acoompanied by this mt^nsd dotation of thoiSCRdLi 
Without it, your siqipUcations, though eOLprossci). in; 
th^ wannest languid of ctevotiomd*ardor, and'pi^ 
nounoed with ^mpbatio solemnity by ^ the tongiiea* 
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of men and angels/' are empty and ineffectaal as 
^^ the sounding brass or tiidding cymbaL" Tbey 
axe wane. Hiegr are no better Aan a mockeiy. 
'^ Yoi hjpecritesy'' etdaimed our Messed Saviour to 
the ivml^y**minded Jews, *^je hypocrites, well 
hafli Isaiah ]^phe8ied c^ yon, saying : This people 
lionouretli xie with theb lips ; but their hearts are 
fyt from me." ^ 

If, horn the consideration cf the object of rel%i- 
ods woishiis we pass to that e£ religious worship 
itaaU, and of the rotaiies who are capable of it, we 
ditaU^ihsttce derive additioiial arguments which wiU 
Hlake it a|^ear that it is in its nature spiritual. 
liKfaat, in lieality, isto be understood by religious 
worsh^y ? liVhen we say a man is religious, what 
do we m^m ? Do we mean that he is employed 
MS ie^;alatii)ig punctiliously the posture of his body, 
the featu^s of his countenance, or the motions of 
his iian49? Is not tins spurious kind of religious 
wona^p termed universally, in the language of the 
woodd, mere grimace, pharisaical parade and show, 
downright hypociisy? This, my Mends, you know 
to>be the ^ise as w^ as I do. And to suoh a de« 
gva^ m(»:eover, it is the case, that even those extcr-^ 
•Mnil appearances of piety scxnetimes observable an ihe 
comitenaaoes and actions of the truly refigious, and 

festations of their inward sentiments, are not m^ 
ire<|iient)y branded with the same odious appeUation^ 
What ami hence itoinf^ unless it be thk, that the 
iMtily neUgious worship us&yen^dly acknowledged to 
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be title and genuine^ is that which resides in the 
mind and heart. 

What other notion of it in fitct can we rationally 
entertain P Is not man the onlj being upon earth 
liiat is capable of it? True indeed, it is, tiiat all 
the works of the Lord, inanimitte as w^ as animate, 
are called npon and mtited in hxAj writ to fi>rm 
themselves as it were into one general chcmr, and to 
unite in solemn choros' in piraising and blessing the 
Eternal Sover^n who holds dominion oyot them : 
^* Praise ye him," exclaims the inspired Psalmist, 
<^ O sun and moon ; praise ye him all ye stars and 
light Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons 
and all ye deeps. Fire, hail, snow, ice, stbimy 
winds, which fiilfil his word. Monntains, aAd all 
h31s, fruitfol trees, and all cedars. BeaiMs'aaid tdt- 
tie, serpents and feathered low W (Psalm cxlv3.) 
But invitations like these are no more in reality 
than the pious efiiisions, the ecstatic transporfii^of' a 
devout soul swelling with vast ideas of unbotoidM 
majesty, melting with gratitude, and glowiikg 
with afifection for that immense profridon of Divihe 
Messings scattered every where around ; corli^6tl$, 
at the same time, of its own incapacity to makb'a 
statable return; wishing — in the impatience of its 
boundless ardor, by infusing the same spWt'^Afth 
which itself is animated into eveiy object of tt^ 
tion, and by placing in each a tongue to" sc^d 
forth the guises of the adorable author of' itfr ei^ 
(enoe — to supply in soine meadtlre thte de^ly* felt 
deficiency o( its own feeMe ()owers; Bti!t that 
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creature alone who is capid)le at once of knowing 
and contemplating the Lord of Gloiy^ he alone can 
send up to his Eternal throne a real trihote of ado- 
ration and praise. He alone is the great High 
Priest of nature deputed and dbarged with the ex- 
alted commission of raising his honoured voice^ 
whilst every other is silent and dumh. Such^ then, 
being the prerogaiive of his natare> is it not evi- 
dent that it can only be exerted by those faculties 
of the soul which distingmah him so eminenlly 
from every inferior being ? 

Are those external formsi those ceremonious 
marks of civility and respect so much attended to 
io-social intercourse, regarded for any other reason 
thpn because they are supposed to flow from the 
hesat, and to indicate its inward sentiments P Un- 
l^f^ they proceed from that source, are they not 
considered^ at best, as unmeaning farmalitieB, per- 
l^psi,, even as the low artifices of a fawniqg syco- 
j^d^aAt wishing, by wch oontemptible arts, to ingra- 
tiate himself into favor with those who may be ser- 
vic^ble to him in aiding him to bring his interested 
projects to a prosperous issue ? And if it i^pear 
that such are his intentions, is he not immediately 
.sci^ted and despised ? How tlien can you imagine 
l^t the great God of sincerity and truth, will nm- 
ni^E^st more indulgence for those empty, those hol- 
Iq;^, titv)se insisting professions of indifi!»rence or 
hypijM^y, than even the children of ihe world it- 
sr^lf are ; laccustomed to show towards them — of the 
W9rl4 abounding to such a degree with duplicity 



176 

and Msehood ? Men, yon are moreover to teofA- 
lect, are liable to be imposed upon, and may cmun- 
qnently confound the little artifices of deceit mtk 
fhe unfeigned expressions of real attachment. But 
God, my friends, camiot be imposed upon. He 
searcheth the heart. He is accnratelj acquainted 
with all that passes therein ; and therefore knows 
how far the exterior homage of those who profess 
to serve and honour him corresponds with tl^ 
interior dispositions. 

Besides, my Mends, what do you suppose to be 
the end of reKgious worship ? Why^ucom- 
manded to adore and praise the Lord who made 
you ? Is it that from you He may recrfve an in- 
crease of glory ? That his majesty, which fillcfth 
heayen and earth, may appear m(»re awful ? Is itihat 
the power of him, — ^who, as by his sole word he 
called into existence all the most admired objects 
of creation, can again, in like manner, blot them 
out for ever — may be more enlarged ? In a word, 
is it that perfections, which know no bounds, may 
derive from you an additional augmentation ? Go, 
vain man! go— add a drop of water to the ocean, and 
exclaim : " how have I made the ocean to swell !" 
Go— hold up to the refulgent orb of day the taper's 
twinkling flame, and say : '* how much brighter 
does the sun now shine !" Truly, my friends, such 
presumption were less ridiculous than that of at- 
tempting, by fruitless efiforts, to enhance the splen- 
dor of infinite excellence. No, my "friends ; God is 
not benefited by the homage of his creatures. Aban- 
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doB^ Of Merv^ he remains etemalty tke same; 
tbe some yesterday, to-day, and for ever. It is for 
otiraelyes alome, for the improT^ootent of our natoxe, 
for its advancenent in perfection, that the solemn 
dut^ of ardigioos veneration is incumbent upon us« 
But in what does the impnyvement of our nature 
OQMist ? In what consists its advancement in per- 
fectbn ? Li it not in the formation within us of that 
heavenly £rame of mind which is necessary to qua- 
lify us to ^^ become partakers of the lot of the Saints 
in light'' ? (CoLosSo c. i. v. 12.) Most assuredly 
it is. Well i wd is it by its influmce on the mo^ 
tioas of the body, or the powers of the soul, that 
religion produces this beneficial effect ? Surely 
ytm canaot hesitate to acknowledge thatitis by the 
latter ; and consequently, that to be genuine it must 
be in it^ nature spiritual. 

The Church, it is true, by no means repudiates a 
dacemt observance of external forms of worship. 
The magpoificence of her temples, the ornaments 
with which they are embellished, the robes in wliich 
her ministers are arrayed, the diversity of rites and 
oearemosiies in all her public offices prove, on the 
conbraxy, that, in a considerable degree, they have 
occupied her attention. But in order to have a 
jpBt idea of this part of religious worship, we must 
eyamine its utility, and consider the end for which 
it was introduced. To appreciate duly the wsdom 
of the chaste spouse of Christ in this cespect, we 
nmst make ourselves acquainted with the whole of 
h^ design.. The utility and end of external wor- 

N 



178 

ship coniist in the prcmiotkm of die internal h^Mge 
ci the mind and heart. The design ai the Church 
in establishing it» is in this oomprised. W^re man, 
in his nature, a bein^ purely iqMritual> it might 
then perhaps be deemed superfluous. But consti- 
tuted as he is with senses susceptible of impressions 
£rom material objects, it cannot by any means 
be thought indifferent to the cause of true devotitm 
to endeavour, through the medium of the organs 
of sense, to awaken within him the devout affections. 
Hence thatgreat variety of ceremonies witli which 
the solemn offices of rdigion are chequered. Hence 
the introduction of pictures and images exposed to 
the eyes of the faithful. Hence also the use of 
certain substances sanctified and c<msecrated by 
the benediction of the priest. But let it not be 
forgotten, that all this outward afqpamtus o£ forms 
and c^remcmies, although it be a means of fonning 
tbe soul to piety and virtue, is nevertheless no 
more than a means ; that it is merely a species (tf 
scaffolding, if I may be aUowed the expressiqn, 
erected for the purpose of rearing within us the q^t- 
ual edifice of true piety, the temple of the living 
God in our hearts : and that although, like the visi- 
onary ladder of the £iUber of the twdve tribes ^ 
Israel, it may aid us in our ascent to the sanctsiaiy 
of heaven, yet it stands itself upon the eartli. Tb^ 
who imagine religion to consist in a punctilious ob- 
servance of rites and ceremonies have the first t^r 
dimevts (^ it yet to learn ; and if their practice pf 
it be limited within tins compass, they may call 
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tliemselves Ghristiaiis, but, in reality, thej are no 
better than heathens, and onbelieTen. In Tain do 
Ihey gaze with stedfiust attention <m the pictnres 
and images of Christ and his Saints, unless, from 
such representations, they be animated by a desire 
of imitaling their example by waDm^ in their foot- 
steps. In rain do they smite llieir breasts with 
▼iolence, unless their hearts be moved to com- 
punction. Vain is the practice of fonning on their 
foreheads the awM sign of the instrument of ihm 
redemption, if it bring not to their recoOection those 
incomprehensible and consoling mysteries of which 
it is intended to remind them, — if it inspire them 
not with corresponding feelings of yeneration, gra- 
titude, and love. Vain the ceremony of sprinkling 
themselves with water, on their entrance into the 
temple, if it remind them not of that unsullied 
purity which should distinguish, at all times, the 
sold of the triHj (^mstian ; Imt paitioilarly m those 
solemn moments, when he presents himself before 
the ahar of the Most High God, to implore, with 
humiUty, his mercy and protection. ^ I tell you,''— 
they are tibe words of Christ, — ^^ except your justice 
exceed that ot the Scribes and Pharisees you shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven." Now the 
religion of the Scribes and Phaiiseea was precisely 
that which has, tiiis day, been the object of my 
animadversion, — external parade and ostentation. 
Hence are they described, by our blessed Saviour, 
as exdusivdy occupied in making clean &e out- 
side of the platter; and compared also, by him, to 
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whitened sepulchres, which^ outwardly fair and 
beautiful to the eye> are full, within, of the hones 
o( the dead, and of all undeanness. 

Nor is the pernicious influence of this mistaken 
notion of religion confined solely to the deluded 
worshipper. No; for it sometimes gives rise to 
attitudes and gestures so wild and extravagant,— so 
fanatical shall I say ? — ^yes, so fanatical, as to dia- 
turb, in iheir d^votioBS, L truly pious of our o^ 
conuuunion, axid to disedify those whom a difference 
in religious belief holds Z state of separation from 
us. You know, my Mends, that the faith of your 
ancestors has long groaned under an enormous 
load of prejudice. You know, moreover, thai; the 
most strenuous efforts to remove it are inces- 
santly exerted. But what will all the endeavouiB 
of the most zealous and indefatigable amongst us 
avail, if perpetually counteracted by practices of an 
opposite tendency observable in persons of their 
own communion ? The ministers of religion may 
raise their voices, and its champions may widd the 
pen in its defence ; but in vain. For the language 
of conduct, more forcible and impressive, will be 
heard and gain credit in preference to the strongest 
j^otestations firom the pulpit, or the most laboured 
c(Hnpositions issuing firom the press. The actii^^ 
of men, and not their professions, are usually cour 
sidered as the best tests of their belief. If, therf^ 
fore, your actions be inconsistent with the t^ 
doctrine and spirit of the Gospel, with all joiir 
scrupulous attention to exterior observances, you 
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disfigure, you dishonour the religion of Christ Jesos 
which you profess to maintain ; you bring it into 
contempt ; and by raising up around it an insur- 
mountable mound of prejudice, you place a barrier 
of insuperable opposition in the way of those who 
might otherwise be disposed to embrace l^ 

Brethren, with whom our consciaices will not, 
in every respect, permit us to think, but whom 
nevertheless we unfeignedly love, will you permit 
the minister of a religion, to which, from the most 
sincere conviction of its truth, he is seriously attach- 
ed, to open to you his lips, iu order to Jcaution you 
against those mistakes regarding it, into which such 
abuses are calculated to leadyou. Know, then, breth- 
ren, that I am authorised by that church, of which 
I am wining to acknowledge myself an unworthy 
minister, to declare to you, on her part, in terms the 
most explicit, unequivocal, and positive, that the 
religion which she professes to teach, and which 
we profess to follow, is not an empty phantom of 
parade and ceremony. Fonhs and ceremonies we 
judge to be useful to the cause of piety, for reascms 
already assigned ; but we do not consider them as 
constituting piety. They are the handmaids of 
the Celestial Queen j but they are nothing more. 
True piety we believe to reside within the secret 
recesses of the soul — of the soul, animated by a 
lively faith in the revealed truths of salvation ; hope- 
ful of mercy through the infinite merits of its sole 
Redeemer and Mediator, Christ Jesus, the Eternal 
Son of God ; and prompted, by charity, to the exe- 
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cution of his commands. Should the conduct of 
any indiyiduals amongst us incline you, at any 
time, to think differently concerning the doctrine of 
the Catholic Church, recall to your minds what you 
have, this day, heard from the lips of one of its ac- 
credited ministers, in his official capacity. And let 
the recollection of it induce you to distinguish ac- 
curately between its real tenets, and the practical 
.b^'.f «»ne of i., ^iha^,.. In yi i^- 
course with the world, it may also occasionally fall 
to your lot to meet with persons, who, from mista- 
ki uoSoo. whieb a«,% h.™ u-f^tonaWy 
imbibed, may attribute to us articles of belief, which 
not only we do not adopt, but which, on the con- 
trary, we condemn. Be it your endeavour, who 
are better informed, to remove their prejudices, and 
to rectify their mistaken opinions. This we con- 
ceive to be no more, in reality, than the honest dis- 
charge of a debt, which, in strict justice, we have a 
right to demand. But we think it more conforma- 
ble to the spirit of th^ Gospel, to request it as an 
act of christian charity, by the boundless love of 
the same Divine Master, whose disciples we all 
profess ourselves to be. 

As to you, my Catholic friends, with whom I 
have the happiness to be linked by the bonds of 
unity, as well as of charity ; do you study, by every 
means in your power, so to regulate your conduct 
according to the pure maxims and spirit of the 
Gospel, so to make your light shine before men, 
that they, seeing your good works, may glorify your 
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Father who is m heaven* By contributing in this 
manner to the promotion of God's honor^ and the 
edification of your neighbour, you will secure, in the 
end, throi^h the infinite merits of your Divine 
Redeemer, the eternal salvation of your immortal 
souls. 
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SERMON XI. 

ON THE WORSHIP OF GOD IN SPIRIT 

AND IN TRUTH. 



But the hour cometh, and now is, when the trae adorers shall 
adore the Father in ^|rit and in troith: for the Father also 
seeketh such to adore mm. God is a spirit, and they that adore 
him, must adore him in sphrit and in truth. (John> c. iv. v. 



PART n. 

In the last discourse wherein I took occasion, from 
the first partof the passage of Holy Writ which has 
been just cited, to address you on the subject of the 
worship of God in spirit, I endeavoured to show 
that external acts of divine worship, are, without it, 
fiiiitless and unavailing. I purpose this day to take 
a wider range; and in conformity with the secx)nd 

of the Father in truth, I mean to lay before you a 
rariely of obligations which all true worshippers are 
indispensably required to discharge. Such, my 
frieaids, are the important points, to the developement 
of which, I have now to solicit the r^iewal of your 
attention. 

The first and paramount duty of men and Chris- 
tians, is ever to have in view the j«x)motion of the 
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gloiy of their Divine Author. This is the ultimate 
object to which all the faculties of our being should be 
directed. All our powers, whether of soul or bodj, 
should be constanflj exerted in due subordination 
to this grand object Therefore, ^^ whether you 
eat or drink," says St Paul, '^ or whatey^ else you 
do, do all to the glory of God." (1 Cor., ex. v. 31.) 
This indeed may be said to be in reality, an epitome 
of the whole code of moral obligations. But, alas ! 
my friends, how little does it appear to occupy the 
minds of the great bulk of mankind ! Is not the 
advancement of their own glory, rather than that 
of their Eternal Sovereign, the main point to which 
the endeavours of too many are usually aimed ? 
When engaged in earthly concerns and occupations, 
how seldom do they think of him to whom all the 
actions of their Kves should be referred ! How sen- 
sitive are they to defamatory reports or insults, by 
which their own characters may be at any time 
assailed, whilst, with all the indifference of apparent 
apathy, they can hear the majesty of heaven reviled 
by imprecations and blasphemies ! Can they be 
thought to be in the number of those who adore the 
Father in tmth, who thus withhold from him that 
supreme homage of their affections which he so 
justly challenges ? Assuredly not. 

The worship of the Father in truth, besides 
ptomptiBg ns to make his glory the principal end 
of all our actions, inculcates, also, the obligation of 
'^ refraining from carnal desires which war against 
the soul." (1 Pet., c. ii, v. 11.) In reading the 
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Sacred Grades we find the mortificalioii of the aen- 
anal appetite, works of penance, and selfnlenial^ 
rq[ieatedly enjpined. Bat,alas!myfiriends,howlittle 
are these injunctions attended to ! Far from imposing 
upon themselves anj voluntary austerities, do the 
generality of Christians sustain even the ordinary 
afflictions and troubles which ML to their lot witii 
that potential i;«rit> that " humble and contrite 
heart which God does not desjnse" ? Instead c£ 
humbling themselves, as sinners conscious of guilt, 
and acknowledging the justice of their sufferings, 
are they not fitequently fretfiil and querulous ? — do 
they not even complain and murmur as if thdjr 
innocence had ever be^i {^reserved immaculate? 
But why seek for traces of mortification and self- 
denial, when every species of sensual gratificatios 
is known, from experience, to be so very prevalent 
that w^re we not assured, by the Oracles of truth 
itself, that in spite of the corruptions of men, the 
word of ti» Lord should ever remain unalterably 
the same, we might be almost tempted to imagine 
the mortification of the pasidons to be erased 
from the catalogue of Christian duties. 

I shall be tdd, p^haps, that the representation 
which I have given of immoderate indulgence, does 
not regard the bulk of mankind, and that it is ap- 
plicible only to those who move in a more devated 
sphere. I acknowledge, my friends, that in the 
circles of the great, it is more strictiy verified. 
There, every desire is supplied with am{4e means 
of gratification. Thei'o, the vduptuous, the proud. 
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the intemperatejor the vain are abandaBtly fiiniiafaed 
i¥ith their several materials of delight. There> 
decked in all its captirating channs, pleasure pr^ 
sents its most attractive allurements. There^ the 
p(»np and splendor of surrounding objects swell 
the minds of men with self-coDccat, and cause them 
to entertain fidse notions of their own exceUence. 
Hiere, the appetites of the luxurious are stimulated 
to intemperance by eveiy provocation of studied 
ddicacy. There. dtey> whose chief ambition is to 
be .auLd b, o^!,!^, ™*b co^tO^, u. 
the lulling sounds <tf deceitfol flatterery, and are led 
to form an estiiMte ci their own deserts from the 
unmerited praises of mercenary parasites. In a 
word ; there^ the indulgent principles of Epicurus 
seem to have altc^^er superseded the penitential 
maxims of a crucified Saviour. Still, my friends, 
although it be granted that the gratification of the 
passk^Hi is carried to its greatest excess in the 
higher ranks of Itfe, it is nevertheless to be seri^ 
ously lamented, that the same spirit at least per- 
vades, in a considerable degree, the less exalted. 
And thore is but too much reason to conjecture, 
tibat if in them the same scenes of extravagance 
be liot exhibited, it is only because the means are 
wanting. To persomi accustomed to reflect cm 
what passes in the world, it has long been painfully 
observed) that even among those who tread the 
middle walks of life, ti^ manners of men, in modem 
times, have greatly degenerated from the modest 
simplicity which distmguished those of their respect- 
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able ancestors. Not content with ihe calm enjc^^ 
ments of their own temperate spheres, they raise 
their eyes to the eminence above them ; and daz- 
zled with the glittering prospects they there behold, 
they awkwardly attempt to imitate them. Hence 
that immoderate taste for expensive amusements so 
extremely prevalent. Hence that extravagant lux- 
ury of convivial entertainments. Hence, in short, 
it frequently happens, that mansions [peculiarly 
formed for the comforts of domestic felicity, are con- 
verted into haunts of profusion, dissipation, and riot 
If, after having surveyed the plains in which 
mediocrity delights to dwell, we cast our eyes down- 
ward into the lowly vale of poverty, we shall there 
also have occasion to lament the disorders of ungo- 
vemed appetite. Alas ! my poor friends, you may 
think it hard to meet with reproaches from one 
whose duty it is, and whose peculiar endeavour it 
should be, to speak words of gentleness and conso- 
lation to your souls, to sympathise with you in your 
afflictions, and to preserve your drooping spirits 
ftom drOdiig benei the hj^ which, God W^ 
weighs so heavily upon you. Indeed, my dearly 
beloved, it is far from being my intention to upbraid 
you with reproaches. That, to me, would be truly 
a painfrd task. Hie high-minded, who look down 
upon you with contempt, — ^the opulent who are deaf 
to your cries, — ^the luxurious whose extravagance is 
an insult to your wretchedness; such are the objects 
on which I would willingly dart, with all my might 
the keenest shafts of Evangelical severity. I would 
dash presumptuous arrogance from the heights of 
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its lo% pretensioiis ; I would strip affluence of its 
gaudj tnappingsj and mingle in the caps of hix- 
uiy, the gall of bitterness. I would brandish fear- 
lessly to the view of all such the flaming sword of 
Divine justice;. I would thunder in their eyes the 
terrible threatsof a God of vengeance ; and, direct* 
ing their eyes to the gulf below, I would willingly 
make them tremble on the brink. But as to you, 
my poor friends, you are already sufficiently depres- 
sed and sorrowful, and therefore worthy of com- 
miseration. To you, I would be tender; you, I 
would treat with every possible indulgence. The 
Alm^hty, who searcheth the inmost recesses of my 
heart, knows that it is moved to compassion for the 
hardships of your lot Believe me, then, your friend. 
Believe me when I say, that it is not my wish, by 
wounding your feelings, to aggravate your woes, 
but to promote your happiness, by reforming your 
morals. Oh ! tell me, then, my beloved friends, — 
tell me now candidly, wiU you hesitate yourselves 
to acknowledge that even among you, the effects of 
sensual gratification are but too notorious. Are not 
intemperance and debauchery, — ^those foulest of foul 
excesses — so dishonorable to your nature ; so offen- 
sive to the Being whose Divine resemblance they 
disfigure, which enervate the p(^ers of the mind^ 
debase the affections of the heart, extinguish in 
man the light of reason, and sink him to a level 
with the brute creation ; — are not they the vices to 
which too many of your cla^s axe deplorably addic- 
ted ? Is it not hence that so many imfortunate 
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wretdies, ^o crowd the streets of this metropolis^ 
despoiled at onoe of liieir innocence and honor» 
and considered as tiie very dr^ and outcaiits oi 
society, are induced to seek support in the irages 
of their own infsany; and that fiEunilies, — ^which, 
aided by sober fimgaHly and industrious exertions, 
would be enabled to procure a decent maintenance 
— ^are reduced to the lowest oondititon of want and 
miseiy ? Is it not hence, moreover, that the Sab- 
bath of the hcerd — a day peculiarly sacred to the 
Supreme Ruler of the univeise^is scandalously 
An^ *, eve., ,p«i« f .b«d«.tio» which fa 
offensive to him ? Oh ! my poor Mends, it grieves 
me to see yoa thus sacrifice, not only your Tirtae, 
and every JiUure hope, but even the actual enjoy- 
ment of real comfort in your j^re^^nt state«-^to what? 
— ^why, to the momentary gratification of a brutal 
passion. Oh ! consider tlien what yon are about 
Consider that you axe purchasing future misery at 
the expense of present happiness* Do not suffer 
yourselves to be dduded into a feital security by the 
pernicious error that tiie discharge of one duty will 
compensate for the neglect of anodier ; that occa- 
sional exercises of piety, for instance, will atone for 
haHts of criminal indulgence. Rememb^, that the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is a fixed, inflexible^ and in- 
divisiUe rule of conduct, not to be cmnpounded 
with, not to be split and mutilated at pleasure ; not 
to be made to bend, in eompUance with the cravii^ 
of disorderly appetite; that he ^^who offended 
<mly in one point is goSkf of all ;" and that conse- 
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quentljf although you hdieve with fimmeai^ and 
pray occaaonally with the most fervent gbw of de- 
votion^ your fidth and your devotion will avail you 
nothing, if you do not cinnpljr with the important 
duly of mortifying your sensual inclinations. 

The worship of God, in truth, extends itself also 
to the government of the temper, and to the regu- 
lation of conduct under all the various relations 
which men bear to each other. Its spirit is a spirit 
of foibearance, of mildness, and universal philan- 
thropy. They, therefore, who duly cultivate it, will 
discover that spirit in the general tenor of their 
conduct They will be slow to anger, and hasfy 
to be appeased. They will be averse from resent- 
ment, and prone to pardon. They will judge others 
with lenity, and themselves with rigor. Deeply 
oonsdous of their own defects, they will be at all 
times ready to make every due allowance for the de- 
fects of their fellow-creatures. Their disorders they 
will lament in secret; but they will not expose them 
to the public eye. By friendly counsels, and gentle 
exhortations they will study to correct them ; but 
they wiU not irritate them by the provocations of pas- 
«J. He, WiU ». tod^e . Upu-t ^ 
in depredating the merit of good actions by odious 
misconstructions. They will seek, on the contrary, 
in the purity of intention, an apology even for those 
which they are unable to defend. They will follow 
invariably the golden rule of acting towards others 
as they would wish others to act towards them; and 
the study of th^ lives will ever be directed to the 
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extirpation of animosities, and to the promotion of 
general peace, agreement, and harmony among 
mankind. Sach, my Mends, will be among the 
distinguishing chajracteristics of those who wore^p 
the Father in truth as well as in spirit. But are 
such, at all times, observable in persons who pro- 
fess themselves, as Christians, to be worshippers of 
dm d«criptioii ? How eadj, oathe contiaiy, b 

dents! How aensitiTe are they to the slightest 
appearance of insult or neglect ! Actions, in them- 
selves indifferent, a look, a gesture, an unguarded 
expression inadvertenfly uttered with all the sim- 
pUcity of unsuspecting innocence, but distorted br 

to excite within them the most tempestuous emotions 
of rage. Agitated by this implacable hrv, they 
glo7with rLlment; demand expUcatioZxpei 
the most abject and hmniliating concessions, and 
call perhaps for the blood of the innocent offender, 
to purify what they term their tarnished honor from 
a Zwhich it never had incurred. Can a man 
who suffers himself to be thus hurried away by this 
™„denfcg «.d «M«^ ^H, be «dd to bJaL.- 
ted by that of the worship of the Father in truth, 
which is represented in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
as a spirit of meekness, of candor, and forbearance ? 
No ; nor can he, who, — ^in opposition to its fimda- 
mental principle, which is a principle of charity- 
judges his neighbour with malicious precipitancy, 
who vents his spleen in invidious misrepresenta- 
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tioQ8> or Hae detection of .his ftailingB. How jnre- 
valenl;, navertheleas, my firi^ids, are these crimes in 
the Christiaii world ! How numerous are the vic- 
tims of rash judgment, calumny, detraction ! Daily 
do we hear tli^est motives Construed, actioJ, 
in themselves, indifferent — ^perhaps good — ^imputed 
to the worst intentions, the slightest imperfections 
exaggerated to scandalous enormities, approbation 
refused to undeniable merit, and the vilest insinua- 
tions suggested to stamp it with opprobrium. Bane- 
ful are the consequences of this uncharitable mode 
of proceeding. The vicious it renders incorrigible, 
by making them desperate ; by exposing the foibles 
of the weak, it slackens their efforts to advancement 
in perfection ; and surrounds with dangers the very 
seat of virtue. This, too, being a mode of proceed- 
ing which by Ubertines and tiie enemies of tiie cross 
./christ i. Lp^a, .«ribuud, with peoulia, «^ 
placency, to persons in other respects remarkable for 
their exactness in the discharge of thdr reliirious du- 
ti«, i. beoomeB «Kh per*.., in an «pJLumer, 
to be upon their guard against it. On them religion 
is thought to exercise its full ascendency. They 
are supposed, on every occasion, to breathe its spirit, 
and to speak its language. Their conduct is gene- 
rally held forth as exhibiting to the world a practi- 
cal and experimental standard of the tendency of 
its principles j and whatever flaws are discerned in 
them are unjustly ascribed to religion itself. Be 
careful, therefore, mj pious friends, to avdd what- 
ever in this respect may expose religion to the at- 

o 
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tacks of its adversaries, and furnish th^n w^ 
weapons to combat it ^' Be prudent and watch in 
prayers, but before all things, have a constant mur 
tual charity among yoursdves.'* Remember that 
^< charity thinketh no evil/' '< Renumber that if any 
man thinketh himself to be religious, not bridling 
his tongue, but deceiving his own heart, that man's 
religion is vain.*' 

Besides the common duties of men, in general, 
in consideration of dieir conunon relation of human- 
ity whidi they bear to each other, there are also 
obligations arising from particular dicumstances 
and conditioi» in life, which the w(H*shipper of the 
Father in truth is indispensably required to dis- 
charge. Let each one here present descend into 
his own heart, and institute there an impartial ^i- 
quiiy into his conduct in these rejects. '^ Hus- 
bands, do you love your wives as Christ also loved 
his Church ?*' " tVives, are you subject to your 
husbands, as it behov^ in the L<»d ?" ''Parents, 
do you bring up your children in the disc^line and 
correction <^ the Lord ?" And whilst you endea- 
vour, by evoy legitimate means, to promote their 
t^nporal interests, are you duly attentive to those 
which are eternal ? Do you manifest your zeal in 
tlus respect, by instilling into tlieir minds sdid 
principles of true religion ; by animating th^n, i^ 
once, both by your admonitions and example, to 
the practice of every Christian virtue ; by keepii^ 
them at a distance from the contagion of vice ; and 
by securing to them ev^ i^nritual aid which may 
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contribute to prepare them for the everlasting fel- 
lowship of the Uessed, in the kingdom of God P 
Children, do you obey your parents in the hord ? 
Do you look up to them with diat filial respect, and 
show that dutiful attention to their comfort implied 
in liie fourth commandment of the decalogue ? 
Masters, do you treat your servants with gentleness 
and humanity ? Do you fumifi^ them with oppor- 
tunities (^practising their religion ? And are yom 
careful, that in serving you, they neglect not the 
service of their Heavenly Master? "Servants, 
are you," in the words of the Apostle, " dbedient to 
them that are your masters according to the flesh, 
not ^rmg to L eye, .. it were pliri,^ men, te 
as the servantsof Christ doing the wiU of God firom 
the heart?'* (Ephes., c. vi. t?. 5, 6.) Be sure 
you never forget, lliat to constitute a genuine wor- 
shipper of the Father in truth, all these considera- 
tions are to be duly attended to ; and that a failure 
in any one of them will render that character pro- 
p<Niionably defective. 

As worshippers of the Father in trutli you are 
called upon, moreover, to do him homage by your 
conscientious submission to the laws of your coun- 
try, and obedience to its constituted authorities : 
^ Let every soul be subject to the higher powers, 
£[»r th^e is no power but from God : and those that 
are, are ordained of God. Therefore he that resist- 
eth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God. And 
they that resist, purchase to themselves damnation." 
(Rom., c. xiii. v. 23.) Here, indeed, my friends 

02 
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I am happy to have it in my power to bear the most 
unequiyocal testimony in your behalf. Your lau- 
dable attachment to your political constitutiou, your 
abhorrence of principles that have a tendency to 
subvert it, your fidelity, allegiance, loyalty, are no- 
torious to the public at large. Nor do I fear in the 
least to be disavowed, when I boldly assert, that in 
the moment of danger, or in the hour of trouble, 
I deprecate that moment, I deprecate that hour, — 
the government of Great Britain wiU never fafl to 
experience, in the Catholics of this realm, its most 
zealous and intrepid defenders.^ However, my 
Mends, as the Jous and disorganising spirit of 
anarchy has irone forth, as it has levelled with the 
g.omd a U.^°»> one flouriddng and powerfbl, 
Z .dnJZLd, of . ooo^U ^eo«d 
few in this island, it may not be improper to cau- 
tion you against its pernicious influence. Disre- 
gard, then, the violent and noisy declamations of 
the Mends of disorder. Demise their hypocritical 
complaints. Beware of their insidious machina- 
tions. Oppose their destructive efforts. BaDy 
round the standard of tranquillity and order. Vin- 
dicate your character from every possible imputa- 
tion of disloyalty. And prove by your g^ieral 
comportment, at all times, that, although debarred 
fi*om the possession of some of the most valuable 
rights of citizens, your deserts, at least, entitle you 
to a participation in them all. 

* This discourse was delivered at an early period of the 
French Revolution. 
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I cannot take leave of the subject on which I 
hare been addressing you, without cautioning you 
against an extreme into which persons waimlj at- 
tached to the cause of religion are sometimes apt to 
be hurried. The extreme to which I allude, is that 
of a misguided and intemperate zeal displayed by 
them in the defence of its mterests. The conse- 
quences of this misguided and intmperate zeal are 
proTed, from experience, to have been oftentimes 
deplorable. By it have been engendered animosi- 
ties, hatred, rancour, discord, contention. It has 
^din&niished, in the breasts of men, every latent 
^Zrh«™,u%. II ka. dirtrifced fte f<«oe of 
families and of nations, fiUe4 the earth with cala- 
mities and crimes, and brought disgrace on tiie 
Christian name. Let me not, however, be though^ 
in censuring one extreme, to recommend anotiier 
of an opposite description : I mean indifference in 
the sacred cause. Be zealous, therefore, I say, but 
let your zeal be directed by prudence. Be zealous ; 
but let charity season your zeal ; be zealous i 
" But if you have a bitter zeal, and there be con- 
tentions in your hearts ; glory not, and be not liars 
against the truth. For this is not wisdom descending 
from above : but earthly, sensual, devilish." (James, 
c. iii. «;.«14, 15.) 

Wherefore, my Mends, let it be your constant 
endeavour to yield an universal obedience to the 
divine commands in all the various relations in 
which you stand, to God, to your neighbour, and 
to yourselves. Remember, at the same time, that 

o 3 
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this universal obedience, in ordo* to be such as is 
required of you, must be rooted in faith working 
by charity : that it must be the result, that is to say, 
oL nunlde.p1, nnp«».d ^ . inn Mirf 'rf 
all the sacred truths rerealed in the gospel of Jesus 
Chri^; relying, for its acceptance at the throne of 
grace, on his infinite merits ; and prompted, by the 
most Uyely feelings of love and gratitude, as well 
as of reverential awe, inspired by the influence ei 
the Holy Spirit, to do the will of your Father who 
is in heaven. Thus will you prore yourselves to 
be worshippers of the Father, in truth as well as in 
spirit; and the Father, finding in you the worshippers 
whom he seeketh, wiU receive you hereafter into 
his heavenly kingdom } for <^ not every one who 
saith to me, Lord, Lord," says our blessed Saviour, 
'^ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven : but he who 
doeth the will of my Fath^ who is in heaven, he 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven. (Matt., 
c. vii. V. 21.) 
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SERMON XII. 

ON THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 

All things are kept uncertain for the time to come, because all 
thii^ equally happen to the just and to the wicked, to the good 
and to the evil, to the clean, and to the unclean, to him that of- 
fereth victims, and to him that despiseth sacrifices. As the 
good is, so also is the sinner: as the perjured, so he also that 
sweareth truth. Ecclbsiastes, c. ix. v. 2. 

That the same Omnipotent Being who called, by 
his word, the universe into existence, continues to 
preserve, to sopport, and to gorem h, by hh super- 
intending proTidence, is evident from the spectacle 
which the face of nature exhibits to our view. The 
magnificence of the heavens, the fertility of the 
earth, the ebbing and flowing of the sea, the regular 
vicissitudes of the seasons, the alternate succession 
of day and night, — all proclaim, to the ear of reason, 
the wise administration of a supreme Governor. 
Did he withdraw, for a moment, his all-sustaining 
and all-regulating hand, universal disorder would 
immediately prevail ; discord would destroy the 
harmony of the spheres ; the sun would cease to 
enlighten with its splendor, and to cherish with its 
heat ; no longer confined to their respective orbits 
by the influence of its attraction, the planets would 
reel in wild eccentricity to the most remote regions 
of space J the earth, stricken with unproductive 
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sterililj, would refiise to the labors of tlie industri-^ 
ous husbandman the plenty of its harvests ; men, 
and cattle^ and every living creature^ would perish 
from want of sustenance ; in a word, all would be 
tumult and uproar, and desolation; and the six 
days' work of the creation would be again thrown 
back to its original chaos« And still, notwithstand- 
ing the clear and undeniable proofs of the absolute 
necessity, and positive existence of a superintend* 
ing Providence, it is not to be dissembled, that, m 
that part of the divine administration which regards 
the affairs of men, events are known to happen 
which are apt to harass the mind with p^lexity 
and disquiet In looking abroad upon the world, 
we{oftentimes behold the most flagitious characters 
in full possession of temporal blessings ; whilst the 
most pious, upright, and exemplary, go sorrowing 
through life in the midst of afflictions, penury, and 
wretchedness. How, it is afiked, is this untoward 
state of things to be reconciled with the justice, 
wisdom, and goodness of a supreme Rul^ ? Would 
a Being, infinite in every perfection — ^who delights 
in virtue, and whose aversion to vice is great be- 
yond compare — allow the wicked to bear away 
the rewards which are due only to the virtuous ; 
and the virtuous, on the other hand, to suffer pun- 
ishment which the wicked only deserve to endure ? 
Availing themselves of this apparent disorder in 
human affairs, infidels and libertines either impi- 
ously exclaim with the fool, mentioned by the 
Psalmist, ^^ there is no God'' ; or, that, "if there be 
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a God, he pays not any attention to the affairs of 
men" j for that, in the words of the text, ** all things 
are kept uncertain for the time to come hecause 
all things equally happen to the just and to the 
wicked, to the good and to the evil, to the clean 
and to the unclean, to him that offereth victims, 
and to him that despiseth sacrifices : that, as the 
good is, so also is the sinner ; as the perjured, so 
he also that sweareth truth." But very different 
was the inference from this untoward view of things, 
which the inspired^writer, from whom the text is 
taken, has been induced to draw. Listen to the 
language which it suggested to his enlightened 
mind. " I have seen," says he, " under the sun, 
impiety in the place of judgment, and iniquity in 
the place of justice : and I said in my heart, God 
will judge both the just and the wicked j and then 
shall be the time of every thing." Such, my friends, 
was the conclusion of the wisest among the children 
of men. And, truly, it was a conclusion every way 
worthy of that high reputation for wisdom which 
he so deservedly enjoyed. Having observed an 
appearance of disorder in tiie dispensations of God's 
providence, as they relate to mankind, whilst, in 
U .Aer part </a.e divine goven>n.e.^ he be- 
held a degree of order which filled him with admi- 
ration, he did not conceive it possible that man, 
who alone had been formed by the Eternal to his 
own resemblance, should be an anomalous exception 
in the universal system. Convinced, therefore, 
that there must be order in tiie government of tiie 
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human race, as well as in every other part of the 
divine economy, and not perceiving that order yet 
to exist, he fairly concluded, that it becomes us to 
look forward, beyond the grave, to a future period 
of general retribution, when the righteous Judge of 
the world '^ will render to every one according to 
his works :'' and that the mysterious cloud which 
OTerhang,: at present, his w4 designs, being then 
dispelled, the ways of God to man will be com- 
pletelyjnstified. In confonnity .rith the enlight. 
ened views of the inspired sage, it shall be my 
humble endeavour, this day, to vindicate the eco- 
nomy of the great Rul^ of the universe, in the dis- 
pensations of his providence to the launan race. 

As it is the will of the Almighty that we should 
rely, with security, on his providential care in the 
present state of our existence, he has introduced us 
into a world in which an admirable display of (order 
generaUy prevail, to convince us t^hiJ 
ment is conducted with wisdom; whilst, at the 
same time, he has left in it some apparent disorder 
to give us to understand that he has not yet com- 
pleted the execution of his design, and to prompt 
us, in consequence, ever to keep in mind that final 
period of general retribution, when, by a last and 
irreversible decision, the apparent disorder, whidi 
exists at present in human affairs, wiU be disem- 
broiled, and when, separating once more light from 
darkness, he will, by an equitable decree, assign Bt 
once to the good and to the wicked the stations due 
to their respective deserts. "And then,'' as the 
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mae man observes, ** shall be the time of every 
thing/' Contemplate then, with me, O je children 
of men ! the heavens and the earth — ^the works of 
his Ahnighty hand. Behold the former, bj the 
magnifioent cqpeotacle of the reiqdendent luminaries 
with which they ace embellished, proclaiming the 
glory of their Divine Author, See the latter, by 
the endless varieties of its trees, dbrubs, plants, and 
flowers, exhibiting (m its wrbjce the beautiful result 
c^ that mysterious process which is secretly carried 
on within the laboratory of nature, by the unseen 
operaticmafhis efficacious will. In the animal, too, 
as well as in the vegetable creation, how marvel* 
lously are his power, wisdom, and goodness, every 
where dis^jei ! Admirable, however, as are all 
the works in which his divine perfections are so 
strikingly manifested, good as he has himself pro* 
nounced them all to be, yet they are composed of 
,.»>ta.xe, of v^.» degL. of dimeJZid du- 
ration. He has made animals of stupendous mag* 
nitude, and he has produced others so extremely di- 
minutive as to be invisible to the human eye. He 
has bid the lofty trees of the forest to lift up on 
high their umbrageous heads, and to subsist for 
centuries, in defiance of llie ravages of time ; whilst 
he has covered the fields with short lived flowers 
which pass with a single revolution of the sun. To 
the least nevertheless, and to the most short lived, 
as well as to the greatest and most dural^, is his 
ij^vidence every where extended. He feeds with 
tender care the smallest of the feathered tribe which 



304 

wing the air^ and chant, in melodioas notes/ the 
praises of their beneficent Author. He clothes the 
flower, whose beauty so quicklj fades, during the 
short moment of its exi^nce, with a degree of 
magnificence superior £3ur to the most cosHy orna- 
ments which decorated the person of Solomon in 
the zenith of his glory. And can you, then, 
man ! — jon who hare be^i so highly exalted by 
him above every (rthar being of this sublunary world, 
whom he has fashioned to his own image, whom 
he has enlightened with his knowledge, and for 
whom he has destmed an eternal inheritance in his 
heavenly kingdom,— can you, I say, imagine, for 
a single moment, tkit you are n^;lected by him ? 
Can you suppose tlmt you alone, amcmgst all his 
creatures, are excluded firom the watchful and at- 
tentive regard of his paternal providence ? '^ Are 
not you of much more value than they.'' 

Should the present promiscuous and indiscrimi- 
nate distribution of earthly goods and evils among 
the virtuous and the widced, which you may have 
occasion to observe, give a shock to your . feelings, 
reflect on the nature of the great dispenser of re- 
wards and punishments. Remember that the ex- 
tent of his eternal decrees is not to be measured 
by any series of years or ages, which rush swiflly 
along before him, like so many fleeting momaits ; 
that '^ one d^y with the Lord is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day" (2 Pet., c. iii. 
V. 8.) ; and that nothing short of the whole dura- 
tion of the world is sufficient to develope completely 
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the designs of his Providence. And yet, presnmp- 
tuous and wretched mortals would wish to see them 
accomplished, in this their litde day, which passes 
away so rapidly. Because themselyes, and their 
vain projects are confined to so contracted a span» 
they seem also to expect, that He, who is infinite, 
should he limited hy the same boundaries; and that, 
within the narrow compass of a few years, he should 
unfold to their view whatever his mercy has prepa- 
red for the good, and whatever his justice has re- 
served for the wicked. Vain wish ! Unreasonable 
expectation ! Let us leave the Eternal to act ac- 
cording to the laws of his boundless eternity. And 
instead of attempting to reduce the extent of his 
immortal designs to the contracted standard of our 
mortal conceptions, let us endeavour, pn the con- 
trary, to enlarge as much as possible our mortal 
conceptions to the immense extent of his immor- 
tddesigns. 

If, expanding thus our minds, we proceed to 
measure the councils of the Most High on the 
gnuid scale of his eternity, we shaU view, without 
impatience, the present state of apparent disorder 
in human affairs. God, it is true, distinguishes 
not, in this Ufe, in the general dispensations of his 
providence, the just from the unjiHit. He. reserves 
the distinction which is to take place between them, 
£oT that awful period, when, the number of his elect 
being filled up, he will make it in the most solemn 
and conspicuous manner to the eyes of the whole 
universe. He is mudi too powerfiil to be under the 



206 

neoessily of precipitating tiie execation of his de- 
sigiis. Precipitation is a characteristic of weak- 
nesB, which depends for soccess on times and dr- 
cnmstances ; but God, who is, himself, the Sover- 
eign Ruler of seasons and events ; who from &e 
centre of his eternity, unfolds the entire succession 
of ages from the beginning to the end of time ; 
who is conscious of his own irresistible strength; 
and, who well knows that nothing can elude the 
gra^ of his Omnipotence ; — oh ! my friends, God 
is not reduced to any wchneceMily. Heisawaie 
diat wisdom does not consist in acdng with piect- 
pitatiou, hat in acting in doe season. He suffers 
foolish and presomptaons men to censure, with te- 
merity, tlie sag.<% of his decrees; but he Bccd- 
enites not the accomplishment o(1hem a single in- 
stant, on account of thdr senseless murmurs and 
ccmq^aints. It is sufficient for him that his £uthM 
servants, his followers and friends await with hu- 
milily and respedfrd submission his appointed 
time. As ibr the rest. He £sregards their vain 
conceits ; he despises their insolent r^roaches; he 
permits them for awhile to rail with impunity s^dbst 
him; and tolerates even tJieir impious attempts to 
snatch from his hand the sceptre of his anthontv, 
and to huri him from the ^ of his doming, 
'< because he knowvtii tliat their day will come.'^ 

the goods and evils of life, ^^ if he causes his sun to 
Bbiae alike on the just and on the unjust," if he fre- 
quently permits the^iemies of his name to possess the 
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ricl^sand distinctions of the earthy whilst his devoted 
adherents appear to be neglected and forgotten in 
the midst of obscnrilj, of poverty and affliction^ 
you are not thence to ixdet hastily that he does not 
take cognisance of the affairs of men ; that he 
abandons th^n to the contingency of chance; or 
or that he regards, with equal eye. Hie profligacy 
of the wicked and the piety of the righteous ; but 
to conclude, more discreetly, that die perishaUe en- 
joyments of earth are not deemed by him to be an 
adequate recompense for the virtues of the one ; 
and that flie transient sufferings of tins short life 
are too light to be considered as punishments suited 
to the vices of the other. The former, in hct, are 
not unfrequendy the severest judgments which the 
Eternal, in his ang^, exercises on the most obsti- 
nate and aband(Hied sinus's ; whilst the latter are 
oftentimes blessings in disguise, which he dispenses, 
in his mercy, to his chosen servants. Yes, my 
fiiends, that vain joy and exultation of heart, so in- 
soknfly di^layed by the diildren of the world when 
they revel in unlawful delights, when every object 
around them wears a smiling aspect, and all their 
undertakings, are ax)wnedwith success; those riches, 
distinctions, and honors, which intoxicate their 
minds to such a d^ree as to cause them to lose 
sight of dieir everlasting salvatiofi, are punishments 
which, in his wrath, the Ahnighty already begins 
to inflict For by them they are lulled asleep (m 
the blink of a precipice ; rendered iusensible to the 
real wretchedness and misery rf their condition ; 
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instigated to the indulgence of their criminal pas- 
sions ; and precipitated into a flagitious and aban- 
doned course of life, ultimately tenninating in eter- 
nal death. But the crosses and tribulations which 
the virtuous may be doomed to sustauii are to be 
regarded, on the other hand, as gracious dispensa- 
tions of the Divine bounty ; since they operate in 
their behalf, as powerful preservatives from the 
contagion of sin ; secure them against the assaults 
of a multiplicity of temptations ; furnish them with 
occasions, through the merits of Christ, of atoning 
for their offences ; render them conformable to the 
image of their Divine model ; enable them to dis- 
play a variety of distinguished virtues ; and thus 
contribute to prepare them for an eternity of joys. 
Let it not, however, be supposed that the work- 
ers of iniquity, though possessed of all the advan- 
tages which it is in the power of the world to bestow, 
are so happy, even in this life, as by many they are 
reputed to be ; or that they who walk stedfoistly in I 

the commandments of the Lord, are so miserable, 
in the midst of the severest earthly calamities, as 
superficial observers are apt to imagine. Oh ! no 
my friends, the external appendages of worldly va- 
nities, which the sinner is suffered at present to 
possess, by no means constitute a true criterion of 
happiness. They may diffuse a lustre around his 
person, which may be dazzling to the eyes of those 
who look not beyond the surface of things; but 
could they dive into the inward recesses of his soul, 
they would witness, perhaps, a scene which would 
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]ustify to them, even in this life, the adorable ways 
of providence ; they would discover a heart bleed- 
ing with sorrow, torn by remorse, and distracted by 
a conflict of contending passions ; they would be- 
hold m the proud mimon of fortone, who is so much 
admired and envied by the world, a poor, unhs^py, 
miserable wretch, shrinking back with horror from 
the C4mtem]|^ati<m of himself, condemned at the tri- 
bunal of his own consdence, and smarting under the 
scourges which his crimes, converted into ministers . 
of vengeance, inflict upon him. What do I say ? 
They would discern, perhiq[m, in those very circum- 
stances which render him an object of envy, in the 
eyes of men. grounds for considering him aa anob- 
ject of compasrion; For if his grandeur have been 
purchased by the prostitution of his principles ; if 
his opulence have be^i the efiect of oppression or, 
of firaud ; if his pleasures consist in the gratifica- 
tion of lawless and criminal passions ; far from con- 
tributing to the promotion of his happiness, they 
become, in reality, the instruments of his misery. 
So true it is, that, frequently, under the most speciqus 
appearances, the Sovereign Avenger of violated laws 
executes in secret the des^s of his justice, when 
^y seem to exult in the frill enjoyment of earthly 
felicity. 

The servants of the Almighty, on the other 
hand, — though the woiid may frown upon them 
with insolent disdain, though they may. pine in in- 
digencoi languish under infirmities, or gipan be-^ 
neath the pressure of the heaviest calamities — ^pos- 

p 
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sesSy nereribdeBS, witliin them aa invalnable fund 
of happiness^ unknown to the wicked at the height 
of their prosperilj ; and <^ which the utmost vio- 
lence of adversity is unable to deprive them. They 
may not boast in their coffers — their hoarded hesq[» 
of unprofitable pelf; Ihey may not dazzle the eyes 
of men with the vain parade of ostentatious gran- 
deur ; they may not pamper their perishable bodies 
with aU the most exquisite refinementa of luxury, 
or gratify their licentious appetites in the enjoyment 
of foul and dissolute pleasures* No. But they 
posses8-what, in Aeir estimation, is infinitely more 
valuable — they possess peace and serenity of mind ; 
they possess the treasures of innocence and virtue ; 
they possess the consolations of the Holy Spirit, 
the gracious smiles of approving heaven, the con- 
stant support of its invigorating graces, and the 
transporting hope of a blissful immortality. Happy 
in the possession of so many great and solid advan- 
tages, which are placed beyond the reach of human 
contingencies, they enjoy an inward satisfaction and 
delight which never fail to accompany th^n through 
every reverse and vicissitude of fortune. If the 
great Disposer, whose divine will is the rule of their 
conduct, pour out upon them the blessings of earth, 
they receive them with gratitude as gifts descend- 
ing upon them finom their best Mend and Supreme 
Benefactor, and endeavour to second his benevdient 
designs in ^e collation of them, by using them 
with temperance, and r^dering them subservient 
to the relief and comf(»1; of the indigent and dis- 
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tressed. If he send them> on the other hand, afflic<^ 
tions and troubles, they still preservoi undisturbed, 
the tranquillity of their souls ; they still experience 
within them a never-failing source of consolation 
and of joy. From the storm which batters their 
earthly tabernacles they retreat with composure in* 
to (he calm recesses of thdr untroubled hearts, 
where all is peace, order, content, and quiet There 
do they remain securely sheltered from all the in- 
clement blasts of adverse fortune, which howl in vain 
for admittance around their sacred and unpenetrable 
dwellings. The clouds which darken their worldly 
prospects cannot obscure those exhilarating scenes 
which faith unfolds to their view, to which hope di- 
rects their humble expectations, and which cause 
their bosoms to glow with the most ardent flame of 
divine love. And, although even the dearest ob- 
jects of their affections should be torn from their 
embraces by the hand of death, or false friends per- 
fidiously desert them, they still preserve the friend- 
ship of him who wiU never abandon them, and who 
has promised ^^ to be their protector in the time of 
trouble." To him they pour out the efiusions of 
their hearts. In the bosom of his paternal ten- 
derness they deposit, with confidence, their cares, 
anxieties, and sorrows. From him they derive un- 
utterable comfort. " Fear not," he says to them, in 
accents soothing as the promises which they convey, 
" fear not my litfle flock, for it hath pleased my Fa- 
ther to give you a kingdom." Shall they deem 
themsdves forsaken and wretched, under the se- 
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▼erest strokes of adverse fortune, for whom so great 
and glorious a reversion b kept in reserve ? ShaD 
th^ not rather esteem themselves objects c^ the 
spedal favor and protection of heaven, wh^i, com- 
paring the prosperous condition of the wicked with 
their own distressed and desolate state ; and seang 
realised in themselves the first part of that well- 
known prediction of their Divine Master to his dis- 
dples, '< diat the world should rejoice, hut that they 
labould he sorrowful," they are thereby encouraged 
to look forward with confidence to the accompli^- 
mrat of the second, '^ that their s(»rrow should here- 
after be changed into joy." Who will say that 
the condition of persons of this description, how- 
ever irreat their earthly calamity, is to be deemed 
nie^la. TVuly, my Mendjif thi, I. nu«»y. 
it is a misery which they would be loath to exchange 

Remember, however, my firiends, that although 
it be unquestionably true that the wicked, like the 
rich man mentioned in the Gospel, firequently re- 
ceive the good things of this world, and that the 
virtuous, like Lazarus, receive evil things, that 
such, nevertheless, is not invariably their IcL F(^ 
we read in the book of Esther, that the wicked 
Aman was executed, himsdf, <m the very ^bbet 
prepared for the virtuous M ardochai, whilst the 
latter was raised to the dignity which tlie former 
had previously possessed. Be not therefore dejected^ 
mj good and worthy Mends, should yonr oircum- 
stances wear an unpromising aspect — should dan- 
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gers threaten^ or difficulties surround you ; but 
instead of brooding with unavailing solicitude over 
die hardships ci your lot — instead of abandoning 
yourselves to fruitless depression, and anticipating 
misfortunes which may never happ^i, lift up your 
hopeftil eyes to heaven, and there behold, through 
the medium of faith, that Omnipotent Beii^ who 
presides over the universe, whose power nothing 
can rematy and to whose sovereign control every 
event is subject. However alarming the difficulties 
by which you may possibly be surrounded; though 
you should be completely destitute of every human 
resource; and ruin, unavoidable, with all its train of 
evils should stare you in the face; yet, be not deter- 
red from c(mfiding in him who is able to afford you 
succour adequate to the exigencies of the most dis- 
tressed condition. Oftentimes does he make his 
light to shine in the midst of the thickest darkness. 
And the storm which you seem to see advancing 
upon you, and threatening to lay waste the fairest 
fruits of your industry and labor, he can speedily 
avert with the breath of his mouth, and cause you 
to enjoy, in peace and comfort, the calm serenity 
of an unclouded sky. The season which he chooses 
for the display of his divine aid, is sometimes that 
of the deepest distress, when all human succour is 
despaired of, to give us to understand that we are 
not to place our confidence in the arm of flesh, but 
to look up to him for assistance and relief. 

But in every event, my friends, be sure you do 
not forget that the God in whose all powerful hands 
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your desdnies are placed, and to whom, to use the 
words of a profieuie author* of antiquity, yon are 
mote dear than you axe to yourselves, is also a Be- 
u« .^ iM-riU Lorn. H.,.to*«,^.»y 
rest assured, has the wisest reasons for all the events, 
however unfortunate or calamitous they may ap- 
pear, which he allows to take place in your r^ard. 
Unknown to you may he the secret views of his 
providential dispensations j hut they are not less 
just, good, and adoraUe on that account Surdy, 
you would not he so presumptuous as to he willing 
to subject the enlarged plans of the divine mind to 
die confined conceptions of your own weak and 
contracted understandings. Remember that at 
present ^^ you see only in part,'' but that the day 
will arrive, when the entire scheme of Providence 
will be disclosed to your view. In the meantime 
be assured that he who leaves nothing to chance, 
who directs and governs the whole i^rstem of na- 
ture, and who foresees distinctly the issue of ev^its 
before they happen, has designed all things for the 
most beneficial purposes; and that be the circum- 
stances ci your condition what they may, provided 
you preserve inviolate your fidelity to him, they 
will be ultimately conducive to your eternal felicity. 

Permittes ipsis expendere Numinibus, quid 
Conveniat nobis, xebusque sit utile nostiis : 
Nam pro jucundis aptissima qoseque dabunt Di. 
Carior est illis homo quam smi. 

Juvsmo.^ 6iT. X. 
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SERMON XIII. 

* 

ON THE LOVE OF GOD. 



m^^^n^mm^ 



PARTI. 



ON THE NATURE OP THE LOVE OP GOD, AND THE MARKS 
BY WHICH IT MAY BE ASCERTAINED. 



Jesus said to him : Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind. 
Matt., c, xxii. tf. 37. 

In these words is contained the reply made by ow 
Divine Saviour to a Jewish doctor, who, wishing, 
as appears from the context^ to convict him of igno- 
rance or of error, appUed to him for his decision on 
the following question : — *^ which is the great com- 
mandment of the law ?'' But the answer returned 
by the Redeemer of mankind was so replete with 
wisdom, and so perfectly satisfactory in every re- 
spect, that it did not leave the smallest room for 
cavil, and frustrated completely his widced design. 
"Thou,*' says he, "shalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with 
thy whole mind. This is the greatest, and the first 
c<mimandment." And truly, my friends, in what- 
ever point of view we consider it, we must allow it 
to be a commandmei]^ which challenges, above every 
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other, an mdufiilable pre^emmence. itisacGm- 
maadment which, in the sdblkaxtjr and excellence 
of itB object, stands unrivalled in the code ef moral 
precepts. It is a commandmrat, which may be 
said, in leality, to be engraven in deep and inddiide 
characters on the heart oi nan, in that in^-bred 
thirst alter hq^iness, which nothing eieated is 
proved, by experience, to be capable of satisfying. 
It is a conunandment which enforces its obligation 
on the glorified i^irits of tiie just made perfect, who 
feel themselves irresistibly impdled to manifest their 
willing and nnieserved obedience to this divine law. 
AihL bold as the expression may perhaps be tlioa^^ 
I win venture, nevertheless, to use it,-it is a com- 
mandment whidi binds Omnipotence itself; sinoe 
even the Eternal can no more cease to love Inm- 
self, than he can cease to exist Such, my friends, 
is that greatest and first commandment^ on the 
subject of which, I purpose this day to address yon. 
I have now, therefore, to solicit the &vor of yoor 
indulgent attention, whilst I humbly ^ideavour to 
explain to you its nature, and to describe to you 
the marks by which it may be ascertained. 

It is not unusual for pm:Bon8 of a religious firame 
of imnd, end who are digtmgaished hy thdr tsa- 
dnity in the service of the Almighty, to be, in no 
small degw», distorbed by dejeeti»g appfebensioDS 
that they have not that true love of Grod which it 
belK)ves diem to entertain. They compare tjbe a£feo- 
tion whidb they bear towards God with tiiat which 
they are accustomed to fed ht^ terrestrial olijedsf 
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and the diferaiee which they discover between 
them oftentimes gives rise to the most distressing 
disquietudes and alarms. In their attachment, they 
say, to creatures, their bosoms glow with an ard(Mr 
which cannot be described. They then e^^rience 
all those lively emotions which are the unequivo- 
cal marks of strong and vehement passion ; whilst 
their love of him, whose intrinsic excellence is not 
to be paralleled, who has a paramount claim on the 
the warmest tribute of their affections, and to whom, 
indispensably, they are commanded to give a de- 
cided preference above every created object, is, com- 
paratively, cold, languid, and inanimate. Hence 
are they led to conclude, that the love of their 
Creator, apparentiy so inferior to that which they 
are wont to manifest to the creatures of his hand, 
cannot have attained that high degree of fer^^or 
which is prescribed to them in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. But let not persons of this description who are 
thus piously disposed, and who wish and endeavour to 
the utmost of their abilities, aided by divine grace, 
" to work out their salvation with fear and trem- 
bling,** suffer themselves to be dispirited by any 
such groundless and delusive apprehensions. Let 
them not imagine that, because their love of God 
may not be accompanied witii those violent and en- 
thusiastic transports of passion, which tiieir attach- 
ment to creatures may sometimes produce within 
them, they do not comply with the precept of the 
law. Let them remember that divine and human 
love — ^the love of God, and the love of creatures, 
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Bxe, in dieir veiy nature^ opeivtioiis essentially 
tinet ; that the fanner originates in tlie intellectual 
part of onr being; the latter in the sensitive : that 
tiie first, under the influence of divine grace, being 
occasioned bj reflections on the excell^ictes of a 
Being, who, though infinite in every perfectkm, is 
invisible to the human eye, may, nevertheless, be 
easily conceived to be more calm and temperate ; 
whilst tlie second, bang excited by the impressions 
of c&rporesl objects on the organs of sense, may 
naturally be expected to be more tumultuous and 
impassioned. 

I know, indeed, fiiU well, that the pious servants 
of God have sometimes felt as warm and lively 
sentiments of affection for the Divine Author of 
their existence, as ever animated the souls of the 
most enamoured votary of passion for the beloved 
object of his fondest partiality and attachment Of 
this, the royal Psalmist was, amongst others, a 
memorable examjde. The rapturous expressions of 
love, admiration, gratitude, deUght, which abound 
in those inspired writings, in which he poured forth 
so tenderly the effusions of his heart, in his devout 
intercourse with his Supr^ne Good, bear evident 
testimony to tlie truth of this obs^ridicm* And 
jet we iL, fr«n himselt a». 1» ™ no. iw.^ 
affected in the same manner. For he oftentimes 
describes, in the most pathetic strain, the watched 
state of dejection and sadness to which he was re- 
duced. He sometin^s complains, that ^^ Us aool 
is like earth without water," that the Lord had can- 
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cealed his cogntenance from him, and that he is 
encompassed around with impenetrable darkness. 
But vnH any (me tell me, that in these sorrowiiil 
moments of depression and distress of mind, his 
love of God was less sincere, less genuine, or less 
acceptable^ than when it was accompanied with aQ 
the most raTishing feeUngs of delight? Surely 
not Away then with those false and erroneous 
notions on the subject of divine love, which have 
so pernicious a tendency to per^x the understand- 
ing, to wound the heart, and to extinguish in de- 
vout souls that engaging cheerfulness and serenity 
of disposition, which axe so admirably calculated 
to recommend the cause of religion, and to make 
it appear amiable in the eyes of the world. 

What, tihen, is to be understood by the love of 
God ? What are the distinguishing characteristics 
of this most exalted and august of virtues ? By 
what marks are we to recognise its existence within 
m? The first and most obvious mari£,~andwhick 
constitutes (he very fomidation of the bve of God 
— is a mroper and just conception, as £xr as the weak* 
nes. oTTnator; wfll pex^t, of his adorable per- 
fections, of all those excellent and endearing at*- 
txibotes so emineirtly inherent in the divine nature, 
and so munific^itly displayed for the benefit f^ 
mankind. For such is the constitution of the hu- 
man heart, tliat it cannot withhold its a&ction from 
an ot^ct which reccmunends itself to it by so ad- 
mirable a combination of lovely and attractive 
charms. If the notions, therefore, which you have 
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fioniied of the Author of jour existence be just and 
proper ; if you conceiye him to be a Being who 
possesses^ in his very essence, every possible per- 
fection unlimited and unalloyed ; if you believe, 
that from him, as from the inexhaustible source of 
happiness, flow all the blessings whidb you enjoy at 
present, or look forward to in future ; if you be 
firmly persuaded, that all the grandeur, the magni- 
ficence, the beauty which excite admiration or af- 
ford delight in the works of creation, are but so 
many faint and imperfect shadows of his transcen- 
dent excellence j if you be seriously convinced that 
the enjoyment of Him is the highest degree of 
happiness, which it is possible for man to attain, 
and that, in possessing Htm, you possess whatever 
is great, good, or desirable ; oh ! my friends, if such 
be your ideas of the One Supreme, how can you be 
supposed to refuse Him the heart<*felt tribute of 
your most devoted attachment ? 

Another mark by which your love of the Su- 
preme Author of your existence may be, in some 
measure, ascertained, is to be discerned in a dispo- 
sition to imitate him. We know firom experience, 
that it is natural to men, when they are strongly 
attached to any individual among their fellow-crea- 
tures, to endeavour, as much as possible, to copy in 
themselves the qualities which distinguish the ob- 
ject of their affection. So vehementiy, indeed, are 
they sometimes hurried away by the transport of 
their passion, that it is apt to prevail over their bet- 
ter judgment, to cloud their reason, and to confound. 
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to such a degree, their diflcriminatHig powers, as to 
prompt them to imitate him in eveiy respect; to 
copy his defects as well as his perfections; the vices 
which degrade, not less than the virtues which ex-* 
alt his character. This, then, being the case, if 
you haVe a sincere love for the adorable Author of 
your being, will you not cultivate within you those 
perfections which characterise essentially his na« 
ture — ^which render him at once so truly excellent 
and amiable in himself, and must infisdlibly present 
him to the minds of those who think w(»rthily of 
him, as replete with the most engaging and capti* 
rating charms ? Will you not incessantly strive 
80 to fashion the dispositions of your hearts to a 
conformity with tlT^ mode^ that they may 
express, at least inadequately, his image and simi- 
litude ? 

Here, then,my friends, it may be proper for you 
to look into your hearts, and with the keen eye of 
impartial investigation, to examine seriously then* 
habitual propensities. Is it your constant study to 
imitate, as much as possible, those admirable per<^ 
fections — ^that unblemished purity, for instance, that 
enlarged benevolence, that tenderness and cosnpasr 
aion — ^which so eminently distinguidi the One Su- 
preme ? Do the creatures of his hand — those 
dearly beloved objects of his paternal solicitude—^ 
4o they, in the various circumstances of their cour 
ditions in life, experience firtmi you similar sentir 
mmiJbB of .kindness and regard ? Are you at all 
times disposed to congiatuk^ with thi^n in their 
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joys^ to condole wi& tiiem in their sorrowB, to re- 
lieve them in their wants, and with sweet and ami- 
able condescension and alacrity, to adnnnister to 
them such assistances and comforts as their several 
exigencies may require ? Does the consideration of 
his mercy dis[^yed so conspicuoi^ly in that stupen- 
dous work of the redempt&>n of mankind, and of the 
pardon whichhe so graciously grants torepentant sin- 
ners who confess, with humifity, the transgresdons 
conunitted airainst him, inspire you with a disposition 
to be e^n^:^ wh7.iftL. «„. iaPThave 
been offered to your persons ? Does it induce you 
to '^ be merciful as your Father also is merciful ?" 
Are you prompted, by the view of his patient for- 
bearance under repeated provocations to vengeance, 
end of that indulgent lenity with which He is re- 
presented in the Sacred Oracles to alio w for the im- 
p^ections and weaknesses of his creatures, to 
cultivate those amiable and endearing qualities of 
gentieness and candor? Are you willing to put 
the most fieivorable constructions on the actions (^ 
your neighbour? And, if, unable altogether to 
vindicate them from reproach, are you di^KMsed at 
least to plead in their excuse the purity of his mo- 
tives ? Do you feel inclii^d to weep over his errors, 
to palliate his ^eoilts, and to dismiss from your minds 
every groundless and unjust suspicion derogatory 

aword, do you labour irtriously, as fa^ 
Uted c^ ^ permit, to « becen>e peLt. 
even as your heavenly Fatiier is perfect ?" If, in 
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seardiing diligentlj your hearts, and scratinisiiig^ 
their affections, you find them to he such as I have 
just descrihed, you have then good reason to hope 
that the love of God maintains within you that un- 
controuled authority, and supreme dominion which 
it so justly challenges as its exclusiye prerogative 
and inalienable right. But if, when you look into the 
state of your souls, a different spectacle present itself 
to your view; if, instead of exhibiting to you that* 
plearing assemblage of lovely and estimable quali- 
ties, in which consists your resemblance of the di- 
vine nature, it causes you to behold a hideous and 
disorderly throng of foul and tumultuous passions ; 
if it appear, upon examination, that your souls, dig- 
nified in the Sacred Scriptures with the august ap- 
pellation of temples of the Holy Spirit, are defiled 
with the poUution of unchaste desiresj that ycHir 
hearts are insensible to the plaintive cries of suffer- 
i»g «Kl dtoe«ed hu»mmty; that they .»d«titot. 
of indulgence for the imperfections and firailties in- 
cident to our common nature ; that they are alter- 
imtely a prey to the agitations of pride, of envy, of 
jealousy, of anger, of resentment, or of any other 
unhallowed and disorderly emotions by which you 
may he thought to resemble more the infernal 
demons, than the adorable Author of your exis- 
tence; then, indeed, may you conclude, without hesi- 
tation, that the *^ charity of God abideth not in you." 
But, there is not a more certain and unequivocal 
criterion of the sincerity of the love of God, than 
its constant and invariable influence upon conduct. 
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Love is a prindple oi too active aad refrtless a de- 
scriptioiix to remain concealed ivilliin the bosom in 
which it glows. It never fails to discover itsdf ex- 
ternally in actions congenial to its nature — to prompt 
to a variety of namdess, sedulous attentions, and 
practical exertions, in order to gratify the wishes, 
and to promote the interests of the object of affec- 
tion. If, therefore, you be animated by a sinca^e 
love of the adorable Author of your ^dstence, it 
will manifest itself, in like manner, by similar ex- 
pressions in your external demeanor ; it will stimu- 
late you to do your utmost endeavours to please 
him by a punctual compliance with the injuncticHis 
of his holy law. Perfectiy consonant to what I have 
been observing is the language of the Sacred Scrip- 
ture upon this subject. To love God and keep his 
commandments are represented by it as synonymous 
phrases. ^^Hethat hath my commandments and keep- 
eth them, he it is that loveth me," says our Divine 
Saviour. (John, c. xx. v. 14.) The accomplish- 
ment of his commands is also declared by the same 
Heavenly Lawgiver to his disciples, to be the truest 
test of the sincerity of their affection. '^ You are 
my friends," says He, " if you do the things that I 
command you." (John, c. xv. v. 14.) And St 
John has asserted, in positive terms, that ^^ whoso- 
ever keepeth his word, in him the love of Grod is 
perfected." (1 John, c. ii. v. 6.) Hct©, then, 
my friends, let us, with accurate and impartial in- 
vestigation, once more pursue oar enquiries. Instead 
of deriving too much complacency from transient 
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fenrars ot defvotim, which the most pn^igate and 
cormpt maj occasioiially expeiience, or Buffering 
ourselves to be dejected by that spiritless langor 
and insensibility of heart which may sometimes ac 
company our rel^ous exerases^ and from which 
the most pions and edifying characters are by no 
means exempt as long as they continue in their 
present state of trial, let us inspect carefully our 
lives, and comparing them throughout with the pre- 
cepts of the Gospel, let us estimate our love of God 
by this less falladous, and less dubitable test 

the general tenor of your conduct Compare it 
accurately with that divine code by which you are 
commanded to regulate it ; and see, if, in ^all re- 
spects, it will be found conformable to its sacred 
statutes ; if its opposition to it will not appear in 
the perpetration of deeds which it slricfly prohibits j 
or in the omission of duties which it rigorously en- 
joins. Survey attentively the whole of your com- 
portment in the various relations in which you 

Ld. E.«dne,if,,»waxd.God,youdfacl4.. 
with fidelity, those great and important obligations 

of prayer, of praise, of thanksgiving and adoration, 
which a just sense (rf his Sovereign Majesty and 
ineflTable goodness, <m the one hand, and of your 
own extreme weakness and entire d^pendance upon 
Ubn, on the other, calls upon you so imperiously to 
fulfil J if you never utter his adorable name but 
with the most profound sentiments of reverential 
awe ; if by no unnecessary exclamations, and still 

Q 
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more criminal imprecolioBs and bla^hemies^ yoa 
vilify and pro£ane it Reflect on the manner in 
which you conduct yourselves towards your fellow-- 
creatures. Consider, in particular, if justice, hu- 
manity, beneficence, meekness, be the distinguish- 
ing characteristics of your behaviour in thar regard; 
if by no dishonest or firaudulent transactions, you 
injure them in their property ; if you tarnish not 
their reputations by the aspersions of obloquy ; if, 
instead of recriminating when ossaOed by abuse, 
you preserve unruffled the composure of your minds ; 
if you return not evil for evil, but endeavour to 
overcome evil with good ; and if, notwithstanding 
the pangs which ingratitude's cruel sting may have 
given to your feelings, you still persist in an unin- 
terrupted practice of unwearied beneficence, imita- 
ting thereby the Eternal himself, who, to use the 
language ci Holy Writ, '^ is kind both to the un- 
thankM and to the evil." And with respect to 
yourselves, it behoves you also to enquire, if, by 
your assiduous cultivation of the virtue of chastily ; 
by your moderation in the use of creatures, allotted 
to you by the Almighty, for your sustenance and 
comfort; by your diligence and activity in t^ ex- 
ertion of your talents, you do justice to the charac- 
ter which, as men and christians, you are called 
upon to support; if you suffer it not to be debs^ed 
by degrading excesses, by that lustful gxatifieaticm, 
that disgusting intemperance, that ignoble slotb> 
which so hideously disfigure it, and rend^ it «t 
o|tce a discredit to religiov^ and a disgnice to bu- 



^ 



227 

manity. It is by this practical criterion of constant 
and habitual observance of the divine conunands, 
that it becomes yon particularly to appreciate your 
love of your Creator : and if^ upon reviewing your 
general conduct,— every due allowance being made 
for occasional lapses into which, from the frailty 
incident to human nature, you are liable to be sur- 
prised — ^you find it upon the whole to be conform- 
able to this holy and unalterable standard, you may 
rest satisfied that your love of God is unfeigned 
and sincere; that it is such as the Gospel com- 
mands you to cherish, and the Eternal himself will 
graciously condescend to accept as the most grate- 
ful tribute which you are capable of presenting to 
the Majesty of heaven. 

Let it not, however, be supposed, my friends, 
that the divine law of which I have been speaMng, 
coftfines ite prolnbitions to objecte in Aeir nature 
criminal. No, my friends ; it also extends them 
to pursuits which are in themselves innocent, which 
are even good, laudable, and deserving, to a cer- 
tain degree, of every encouragement ; but which, 
nevetheless, if permitted to transgress their proper 
boundaries, or carried to undue excess, are opposed 
to that grand and paramount principle of divine 
love which constitutes the basis of all its injunctions. 
It forbids you not, for instance, to unbend your 
minds, and to recruit your spirits, by occasional re- 
hixations. Such relaxations the very constitution 
of your nature demands ; and religion therefore can- 
not condemn. It does not blame a becoming atten- 
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tioB to the concerns of your temporal interests; nor 
does it check any honest and reasonable exeortions 
to improve your fortunes, and to render your con* 
ditions in life more comfortable and respected. It 
is not a foe to the cultiYation of the sciences, or to 
the refined pursuits of elegant literature ; but it Mill 
Hot allow you to devote yourselves to them with 
immoderate ardor ; — it will not sanction your ex- 
treme anxiety and solicitude about th^n : — it will 
not pennit ^m t» occapy prindpally llie algous 
of ypur hearts; — ^it will not suffer them to dispute 
with Him, the empre of your souls, whose exdu- 
sive prerogative it is to exerdse over them an ab- 
solute and uncontrouled ascendency. However 
respectable, therefore, may be the objects of your 
pursuit, if they trench on this inalienable right of 
the Eternal, they are to be r^;arded as sacril^ous 
usurpers. You may be the subjects of a master 
more or less creditable ; — you may be employed in 
services more or less refined; but whether the 
slaves of avarice, of sensuality, of dissipation, of 
sloth, or the votaries of ambition, of taste, or of 
fashion ; whether supremely governed by vanity 
and self-love, by the desire of literary fame, or of 
military glory, by parental fondness or filial affec- 
tion, you are alike estranged from the dominion of 
your rightful Sovereign. " He who loveth father 
or mother more than me,'' says our Divine Re- 
deemer, " is not worthy of me, and he who loveth son 
or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me." 
Let it be, therefore, your most earnest endeavour. 
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my friends^ to acquire, as far as possible, just con- 
ceptions of the adorable Author of your being. Let 
it be the study of your lives to copy in your souls 
the perfections of his nature. Let it be your con- 
stant and unremitting care to observe, with fidelity, 
his divine commands ; and then, whatever may be 
the state of your feelings, — ^whether you be raised, 
like St Paul, to the highest pitch of rapturous ex- 
ultation, or sunk, like the same Apostle, to the 
lowest depth of melancholy and depression — ^you 
may reasonably indulge the well-grounded hope, 
that your love of God will be such as should remove 
from your imnds every species of apprehension 
and alarm ; that it will be such as will stand the 
test of the precept of the law, and will find accep- 
tance with your Father who is in heaven, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ, who, in his discourse to his dis- 
dples after his last supper, repUed to a question of 
one of them in the following terms : — " If any one 
love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to him, and make our 
dbode with him." (John, c. ziv. v. 23.) 
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SERMON XIV. 

ON THE LOVE OF GOD, 



PART II. 



ON THE MOTIVES WHICH SHOULD INDUCE US 

TO LOVE GOD. 



Jbsus said to bim : Thoa shall love the Lord thy God witli tky 
whole hearty and with thy whole soul^ and with itiy whole mind. 
Matt., c. xxii. v. 37. 

In a disconrse in which, firom the text which I have 
just adduced, I recently took occasion to address 
yon on the suhject of the love of Grod^ I endea- 
Toured to explain to yon the nature of that diyii^ 
Tirtne, and to describe to you the marks by wludb 
it nughtbe ascertaix^. My objecti this day> is to 
expose to yon the motiyes which should stixnulate 
you to the culliyation of it God of Charity ! — ^who 
hast declared to us in the words of thine Apostle, 
that if a man speak with the tongues of men and 
of anirels and have not charity, he is become as 

seech thee, this day, in the breast of thy minister 
the sacred flame of thy divine love, that, by the as- 
sistance of thy (Trace, he may thus become the 
>»ea.» <^ diffiliitL»d <i,,>g,t tbose who .re 
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now listening to him, and of caumng it to glow with 
nnextingtiishable ardor in their inflamed hearts ! 

There is no duty which recommends itself to Us 
hj a greater rmttf and strei^th of motives than 
that of loving the Lord oor God. It is a duty 
which reason evideiiUy demonstrates to be inemn- 
bent upon us, wiieh nature proclaims in all her 
works, which Christianity confirms bj the most im- 
portant discoveries, which it enjoins in pogative 
terms, and to the £scharge of which it prompts us 
bj considerationB capaUe beyond any other of af- 
fecting the human heart. Instructed by the £c- 
tates of reason alone, we are induced to hna con- 
ceptions of the Supreme Ruler (A the universe 
which ccmipel us to acknowle(^e his just title to 
the wannest tribute of our affections. Whait ob- 
ject in reafily can demand more imperioucfy cw 
most ardent attachment than a Being whose veiy 
essence is p^^etikm ?— -whose nature, that is to say, 
contains an assemblage (^excellencies exceeding dte 
utmost stretch of the ftkcuHies of the human mind 
to conceive ? Such, however, my friends, is (toe 
Being whcnn we are conmianded to love. In hitti 
aire harmomously blended, without the smallest mi^- 
ture of defect, power, wisdom, justice, goodnesi§, 
and every other great, good, and endearing attri- 
bute. Whatever is calculated to excite admirastioii, 
to p*oduce esteem, or to conciliate affection, eiiters 
into the idea which we are led to entertain of his 
adorable essence. All the 'most exalted and at- 
tractive qualities which have recommended the 
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most disting^aiflhed of Uie sons of men to the love 
and veneration of their fellow-creatures are but 
faint resemblances of those divine attributes which 
characterise exdusivelj the One Siq>r^Be« In hini^ 
as in one bright focus, are collected tog^h^ all 
possible perfections, unbounded, unchangeable, un- 
alloyed. Can any object be imagined more deser- 
ving in itself of the warmest affections of our hearts 
than a Being of this description ? Is it possible to 
conceive a more lovely union of the most captiva- 
ting charms than that which here presents itself to 
our minds? 

The Being, it is true, whose matchless perfections 
are calculated to excite the most lively feelings of 
veneration and love, is not visible to the human eye. 
Bat tb.. dnxm^bnce, if p^ped; oo»Bide>ea, djdd 
not prevent us from presenting to him the tributes 
which he so justly challenges. For, in perusing 
the histories of other times and nations, how do our 
bosoms glow with admiration when we meet with 
characters, now no more, who have nobly signalised 
themselves in the service of their fellow-oreatures ! 
How sensibly are we affected by the recital of un- 
common deeds of beneficence performed by persons 
we have never seen, and whom we never even ex- 
pect to see ! — and how naturally do we bestow on 
them our veneration and esteem ! How expres- 
sively, on such occasions, does the silent tear which 
trickles down the cheek — amiable betrayer of the 
inward emotion which labours to be concealed— dis- 
close the sentimeoits which worth unseen is capable 
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ofexdting! When removed from our sight, do 
they for whom we cherish an affection cease to be 
objects of our esteem and regard ? And even when ' 
death has consigned them to the tomb, does not our 
affection still survive P-^oes it not eagerly pursue 
them be jond the grave, and cling with fond attach- 
ment to their mem(»ry? Ghroondless, therefore, and 
deserving of no attZtion, is the unwarrantable pre- 
tension that the invisibility of the adorable Author 
of our existence prevents him from becoming an 
object of our love : '^ whom having not seen" says 
St. Peter, " you love," 

If, from the consideration of the transcendent 
excellence essentially inherent in the One Supreme, 
we call in to our assistance the aid of the senses ; if, 
through the medium *of the senses, we take a sur- 
vey of the face of nature, and observe that im- 
mense variety of beautifrd and interesting scenes 
which it exhibits to our view, we shall thence dis- 
cover additional claims to our most devoted attach- 
ment to him. The heavens, the earth, the sea, the 
air, with the numerous inhabitants which they con- 
tain } the vicissitudes of the seasons, the alternate 
succession of day and night, whilst they proclaim 
emphatically the gloiy of their Eternal Author, 
announce, with equal energy, his benevolent regard 
to the well-being of the human race. Behold, then, 
O man ! in all these fair and stupendous works of 
nature, so many visible tokens of his goodness in 
your behalf. Behold in them expressions the most 
unequivocal of his partiality and affection, the clear- 
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«8t iiiamfestati<ms oi his prondential attendon to 
all your wants^ canyeoieiiceB, and del%fats. And 
finalty,Oman! cast your eyes upon yonnielf — yoor- 
Belf, the paramount animal of the earili on whidi 
you dwell — ^yourself, the goodliest flower in Grod's 
tenrestrial paradise — ^yourself, a microcoflm, a Htde 
world — yourself^ the connecting link in the diain ^ 
brings which unites the material with the ifinnate- 
rial parte of existence. Conrider, attentirely, the 
wonderful strocture of your corporeal frame, the 
admirable formation o{ its limbs, its erect and bni* 
jestic port, its expressive features of counlManee, 
tlie superior mechanism of its organs of seme, and 
erery other eminent and distinguishing dnaraeter* 
istic, which may contribute to mark its high pie^ 
emmenoe in the sdUanaiy wcnks ei Godr Con- 
teflsflate the immortal scml which animates it. See, 
m the faculties with whidi it is endowed, so many 
biigfat qpftanatians from the Eternal mmd. How 
Tast its powers ! Its operations, how stup^doiK! 
What promptitade (^ will ! What rapdity d'tbougirt ! 
What abifity to conceiye, conodnne, compare, de- 
duce! What sieceptibility of refined and deficit 
«entiments ! Oh ! my friends, is it possible hr mme, 
thus constituted — ^thus faroured by his b^t^cent 
CresfaH>— ^^made by him little inferior to the angcAs^ 
— ^^^crowned with glory and with honor" — faised to a 
rank ^f such (fistinguishad preeminence aibe^e aU 
the other works of his hand ;. himself a isnacle in 
the midak of nuradea— sanounded on all sidqa* by 
tol^ecta which reflect upon his sig^t ttie hemgaSty 
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as weQ as the majesty of the God who made him — 
is it posable, I say, for man, thus privileged, thus 
ennoUed and exalted, to think only for a moment 
on the Divine Author of this immense profusion of 
prodigies and of blessings, not only without being 
staricl^n with awe, lost in admiration, and over<- 
whelmed widi astonishment^ but without feeling, 
also, at the same time, the most ardent glow of af- 
fection warm hb breast? 

R^nember, sdso, my friends, that, as by creation 
he called you into existence, so by his ever-watchful 
and supenntending Providence he preserves you 
in hm^. Did he withdraw, for only a single mo- 
ment, his alUHistainii^ hand, that instant would the 
feail edifice of your mortality fall postrate to the 
ground, and crumble into ruin. All the necessary 
means of subsbtence, aU theadvantagesandcomferts 
which contribute to the suf^rt, the enjoyment and 
emheUiahttent of life; the feed with whidi we are 
nouiidied, the apparel which covers and adorns our 
persons, the mansi(ms which shelter us from the 
indanent air, the various accomodations and con- 
veniences with which they are furnished, all the 
innoceiit gratifications of s^ise, the more refined 
Measures of intdlectual and sentimental indulg^ice^ 
the delists q£ social intercourse, the sweets of 
ficiendship, the de&caous fedings of parental fond- 
ness and of filial affection, the tender emotbns o{ 
conmibial love^ and all the innumeraUy diversified 
sympathies, which> in soft and gentle natures, are 
sources of siicb heart-£dlt i^ttbfaction — all are, dither 
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directlj or indirectly, derived from him who is the 
<mginal ^' Author of eveiy good and perfect gift,'' 
^' who openedi his hand and filletib with his blessing 
every tiving creature/' True, indeed, it is that he 
has not distributed indiscriminately to all an equal 
share ci terrestrial possessions. To some he ap- 
pears to have lavished them in more copious and 
abundant profusion; whilst to others he seems to 
have dealt them out more sparingly, and as it were 
with a parsimonious hand. But 1^ us not on that 
account arraign presumptuously his bountiful pro- 
vidence. Let us carefully remember that this un- 
equal dispensation of his earthly favors is demanded 
by the general interest of society. For if an equal 
portion of the goods of earth were allotted alike to 
all, where would you find the husbandman to till 
the land ? — ^the manufacturer to &biicate the various 
articles of necessity and convenience ? — the merdiant 
to bring into your harbours the numerous produc- 
tions of distant climes ? Wisely, therefore, has the 
Great Disposer of all things, by the unequal distri- 
bution of terrestrial advantages, consulted the com- 
mon benefits of the human race. 

I am aware of the reflections which may posobly 
arise in the dejected mind of some poor hapless 
child of sorrow, if such, in this assembly, be now 
listening to me. He repines not, he says within 
himself, at the obscurity and lowliness of his con- 
dition. He wishes not to eat the bread ctf idlmiess. 
He does not shrink from the most laborious exer- 
tions of industay. He is willing to toil the live-long 
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day, and prepared, if necessary, to submit, without 
a murmur, to the most painM and kumiliating 
drudg^es. But he finds, alas ! from experience, 
his most indefatigable efforts insufficient to preserve 
himself and family from sinking beneath the pros- 

my beloved fri^ids, to reply with severity to your 
pathetic comphiint Cahimity, from whatever cause 
arising, is not thus to be treated. But, without as- 
suming the morose tone of an austere moralist, per- 
mit me, for a moment, to expostulate with you. 
Aie you certain that the distressed condition of 
which you complain is entirely the effect of unavoid- 
able misfidrtune ? May you not perhaps have con- 
tributed, in some d^ree, to bring it upon yourself 
by your own indiscretion? Is it strfcUy true that 
you always apply, with parsimonious care, the earu'* 
ings of your industry to the support of yourself and 
family ? Are you sure that no part of your sub** 
stance is consumed in expences which, on mature 
deliberation, you will not undertake to justify ? 
But I will suppose you to be completely exempt 
from reproach in these respects, stiU you can have 
no cause whatever to call in question God's {nrovi- 
denlial bounty in your regard. For although it be 
allowed that the Eternal, in hk wi3dom, and with 
aviewto the general benefit of his creatures^ ha» 
unequally dispensed his temporal blessings, yet he 
has imparted upon the whole, abundantly sufficient 
to supply the wants of all. If to some he has 
granted a superabundance of earthly possessiums, it 
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was not surely that ihej might be enabled to revel 
in laxnrieft and extraTagance, but that they rsnghk 
become, by their b^ieficence, the instruments of his 
goodness in administering succour to the needy and 
distressed. Accuse not, tb^refore. Providence for 
the wants oi the indigent, but those whom Provi-* 
dence has appointed to relieve them« Is the mast^ 
to be blamed because the steward is unfaithful to 
his trust? Let the rich however remember, that 
the day will arrive when they will be called upon 
to give an account of their stewardship. Let them 
seriously r^ect on that dreadful sentence jm)- 
nounced in Holy Writ agaimrt; those who shall then 
be convicted of insensibility to the sufferings of their 
indigent fellow-creatures. Let the poor, at the 
san^ time, be humble and resigned. Let them 
adore, with calm and silrait submission, the myste- 
rious cbsigns of heaven. Let them await, widi pa- 
tience, the final close of the complicated drama m 
wMch they are now acting their several parts, on 
the wide theatre of the world } and they will find 
perhaps, in the end, that the harddbips of their con- 
dition, which the Almighty permits tl^m at present 
to endure, should, in reality, be ctossed among the 
choicest dicqpensations of his bounty, the pure effects 
of that particular partiality and affection which he 
is wont to manifest to his predestined elect whom 
)ie intends, by tribulations, to justify and to sanctify, 
that he may ^rify them eternally in his heavenly 
kix^dom. '^ And we know," says St Paul, ^^ that 
to tiiose who love God all thii^ woik together 
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unto good^ to such as according to his purpose are 
called to be saints. For whom he foresaw, he pre- 
destinated to be made conformable to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the first-b(»m am<»ig 
many l»rethr^i. And whom he predestinated, them 
he also called ; and whom he called, them he also- 
justified; and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified." (Rom., c. Tiii. v. 28 — 30.) 

Great, however, admirable and astonishing as i» 
the goodness of our munificent Creator displayed 
towards us in the order of nature, it shines (orih 
with a stiU more resplendent lustre in the order of 
grace. If, in contemplating the works of Creation, 
we clearly discern the most striking proofs of the 

thoughts conceive that unpaiallded instance of ex- 
cesrive love which the wonderful myrteiy of iJe- 
demption unfolds to our view ? We were called, 
indeed, by Creation, into being firom a negative 
state of non-existence. But by Bedemptiau we 
were extricated from an unfathomable golf of po* 
sitive misery, compaied with which amnfaihtion 
itself mi^ht be deemed a blessing. If, (m the one 
hand, no ante<%dent deserts on our part coold in- 
diice the Great Creator to form the ^ject of bring- 
ing «s into life, yet no previous demerits existed to 
detor him firom the accomplishment <^ his beaefi- 
cent desiffn. But the obieets of Redemption were 
wi^tehedfd^d, »i^ cceatote,, the Ldes of 
God, and the slaves of Satan. Creation was an 
ex^oB the most glorious and ^lendid of Ototti- 
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potent nu^. It wis a moit iUustnoiiB dii^lay of 
the Divine magnificoice. And^ whilst it conferred 
on the creatnre a highly distingaiBhed piiTilege, it 
eadiiUted also the Creator arrayed in all the majesty 
of the Godhead. But Redemption {Mresents ns with 
tlie amagsmg spectacle of human exaltation^ and of 
(he Divine abasement — of man liberated from the 
most profound abyss of calamity and disgrace, 
raised to a state of dignity and hon(»r, and made 
capable of enjoying an eternity of happiness, by the 
humiliations and sufferings of a God incarnate. 
Truly, my friends, if the consideration of such great 
and ineffable blessings be not sufficient to condH- 
ate your affection for the adcnrable and munificent 
Being who is the Author of them, and who has 
purchased them for you at so invaluable a price, I 
know not by what considerations your hearts are to 
be affected. 

Consider, moreover, my friends, the blessed ^- 
feets of the supernatural influ^ice of Divine grace, 
fcnr which you are inddbted to tl^ stupendous work 
of your redemption. By that fotal catastrc^he of 
our first parents, which was the original cause of all 
our misfortunes, a melancholy revdiution was in- 
troduced into the constitution of our being ; in con- 
sequence of which our reason became debilitated, 
our wiU perverted, and our passions furious, head- 
strong, and ui^vemahle. Hence — though reecned 
frcmi perdition by our immortal Deliverer— r-we weate 
in danger of perishing fix)m the weakness and de- 
l^vity of am vitiated ^nature. But the same 
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beneTolent pTinci|4e of dismterested love, which 
prompted the Eternal Father to send down amongst 
us his only begotten Son to become man and die 
for our offences, induced him also to furmsh us, 
through the infinite merits of that self-devoted vic- 
tim, with abundant supplies of supernatural succour 
adequate to the exigencies of our fiedlen state. Oh ! 
what lively emotions of gratitude ought not the 
recollection oi such unspeakable bounty to excite 
in our breasts ! Oh! what glowing sentiments of af- 
fection, — what zeal for the promotion of his glory, — 
what indissoluble attachment to his service, ought it 
not to produce within us ! Inexpressible, truly, and 
worthy of all praise, and honor, and glory, and bene- 
diction, is the infinite goodness of our most.grad- 
ous God in the liberal dispensation of his heavenly 
succour. Contemplate him, with kind and com- 
passionate attention, accomodating its operation to 
the wants and necessities of our probationary state. 
See him, by the splendor of its divine illumination, 
dispelling the clouds of ignorance and error from 
the minds of those ^^ who were sitting in darkness 
and the shadow of death, and directing their feet 
into the way of peace/' Behold him softening, by 
its mollifying influence, the hearts of the n^ost ob- 
durate ; subduing, by its force, the stubborn wills 
of the most obstinate and perverse ; appeasing, by 
its gentleness, the ragmg fiiry of tumultuous pas- 
sions i bs^ffling, by its energy, the combined efforts 
of the enemies of our salvation ; assuaging, by its 
comforts, the sorrows of the disconsolate ; and 
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cheering^ by its prospects beyond Ihe grave, the 
diamal gloom ci dejectiim and sadness whidi is apt 
to OTeioast the minds of mortals at the awfiil period 
of their approaching dissolution. Yes, my M^ids, 
however violent the temptations by which you may 
be assailed^ how boisteroos soever the tnmnlt of 
your passions, however painM the sufferings of your 
wounded quints, or whatever may be the description, 
the degree, or variety of your wants, your afflictions 
or your troubles, if from the depth of your distress 
you pour forth your suj^liant hearts to the Father 
of meroiies and Grod of all consolation, he will not 
Ittl to listen to your petitions with a prt^itious ear, 
and to send you help from his holy sanctuazy. Of 

ihioet positive assumnce. For he has declared to 
you, most solemnly, that whatsoever you shall ask 
the Father, in his name, he will give it to yoo. 
And by directing you to apply to him, as to yaw 
Fath^ as well sstohis Father, he encourages you, 
under that endearing appellation, to have recourse 
to him with that filial confidence which he so justiy 
olauns as the best, the tend^rest, the most benefi- 
cent of parents. 

Shall not thk so wonderful a demonstration of 
God's love to the creatmnes of his hand insure them, 
iti return, with the most ardent glow of reci]m)cal 
aflfection ? Shall it not irresistibly urge them to 
ievQte themselves to him without reserve ? Shall 
it not prevent them, at least, from incurring his 
dis^asure, by a violation of his divine behests ? 
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Alas ! my firiencb, it must be acknowledged to 
shame that melanchdj experience too fireqnentfy 
furnishes us with occasions to lament the contraij. 
Hurried away by the impetuosity of their pasdouB, 
allured bj worldly incentives, and tempted by the 
common enemy of our souls, wretehed and ungrate- 
ful creatures forsake the kind Author of eyery bles- 
sing, reject his graces, abuse his gifts, and prostitute 
them to the service of his infernal foe. And yields 
not at length the abused tenderness, of indulgent 
mercy to the stem rigor of inexorable justice? 
— ^raises not the Eternal his tremendous voice in 
thunder, when his gentle accents are slighted and 
despised ?— darts he not indignant the destructive 
lightnings of his vengeance on the guilty heads of 
such monsters of ingratitude ? Oh! no, my Mends. 
He still continues to exercise towards them his 
patience and long-suffering. He still c(Hitinues to 
expostulate with diem. He still continues to invite, 
to exhort, to solicit them to renounce the ways of 
iniquity, and to return once more into the path of 
duty. He stands as it were with outstretehed arms 
to receive them again into favor. He represents 
himself to them under the most engaging forms in 
order to allure them to his fond embrace; and 
promises, moreover, as inducements to them to 
avail themselves of his gracious overtures, the 
choicest riches of his bounty, — ^pardon of sins, with 
peace of conscience ; the direction, assistance, and 
comfort of the Holy Sprirt ; all the blessings of grace 
here, and all the felicities of glory hereafter. Such, 
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my friends, is the affecting representation of the 
infinite goodness and mercj of God to sinners, ex- 
hibited to ns in the Sacred Scripture. 

Oh ! then, my fronds, will you, can you, with- 
out offering vidence to your feelings, refuse to love 
that greatest, that best, that most aSectionate of 
Beings, who has so many rtrong and undeniable 
claims to flie warmest tributes ot your affections ? 
Will you withhold from him your hearts, which he 
has in strict justice a right to demand ? Creatures 
of h« liand-6U8t«medby his pwndenc^pension- 
ers on his bounty — purchased by the blood of his son 
— aided by his grace — ^peculiar objeqts of Hs msrcy 
— ^and destined to be, hereafter, partakers of his Uisa 
-^wiU you hesitate a moment to consecrate to him aU 
the powers of your being ? No j you will not, I 
trust, be so undutiful, so ungrateful, so unnatural 
You will manifest, on the contrary, by the fidelity of 
your attachment, your profound sense of his unpa* 
ralleled beneficence. You will avoids with caution, 
whatever may provoke his divine displeasure. You 
^ ^ij, Jiu Uunp, top.om.teL ^. Yo. 
will make his holy will the rule of all your actions. 
In a word, you will endeavour, incessantly, by the 
whole tenor of your conduct, to give him such proofs* 
of your affection^ whilst on earth, that you mfiy be 
graciously deemed worthy to be associated hereaf- . 
tf r wi& the glorified spirits of the just ix^e |ier- 
fect, in loving him eternally in ih,e mamsians of 
bfos- 
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SERMON XV. 

ON THE INFLUENCE OF 

RELIGION IN THE PROMOTION OF 

DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 

With three things my spirit is pleased, which are approved 
before God, and men : the concord of brethren, and the love 
of neighbours, and man and wife that agree well together. 

ECCLBSIASTICUS, C. XXV. V. 1, 2. 

Well may the three things specified in the text 
by the Son of Sirach as special objects of his soul's 
delight be also pronounced by him to be " approved 
before God and men/* For, being congenial to the 
inbred feelings of his nature, he would naturally 
conclude, that they could not fail to recommend 
themselres to the approbation of that natm'e's God, 
and of those who, with himself, were joint parta- 
kers of it. "With feelings in perfect unison with 
those of the inspired Author of the book of Eccle- 
siasticus, permit me, in like manner, to address you, 
my Mends, on the present occasion. But why have 
I selected this particular passage as an introductory- 
text to the instruction which I am about to deliver 
to you ? My reason for so doing, is its intimate 
connexion with the important subject on which I 
purpose, this day, to address you — ^which is that of 
domestic happiness; in the composition of which 
tlie *^ three things'* contained in the text must cer- 
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tainly be allowed to be material ingredients: — 
^^ With three things mj spirit is pleased, which are 
approved before God, and men: the concord of 
brethren, and the lore of neighbonrs, and man and 
wife that agree well together.'* If, then, there be 
a person, in this assembly, whose aspiring temper 
prompts him to pursne happiness in projects of am- 
bition ; in the acquisition of fame, distinctions and 
honors — ^be it known nnto him, that he wiQ derive 
little satisfaction or profit firom this day's instruction. 
If there be one, who, to satisfy the most frirolons 
of all passions, seeks for nothing but to glitter in 
the assemUies of the great ; to make a distingui^ 
ed figore at the courts of princes ; or to dazzle the 
public eye with a numerous train cS attendants, 
with gorgeous equipages, and e^q^ensiye magnifi- 
cence, — I beg him to be assured that he will £Bel 
no interest whatever in the observations I am about 
to make. But as to you, my fiiends, whose views 
are confined within a narrower sphere ; who range 
not abroad, in the true spirit of romantic adven- 
turers, grasping at every phantrai of ideal fdidty ; 
but who, within the little circles of your &in3ies, 
study to acquire a more solid satisfaction in tiie 
soothing comforts of dcnnestic life, — and of this 
description I presume the bulk of my present hear- 
ers to be — as to you, I say, my fiiends, it shall be 
my aim to make this day's discourse as useful and 
satisfistctory to you as my slender abilities wiU per- 
mit. Your advantage and happiness, are indeed, 
at all times, objects d* my endeavours; but this 
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day they are pmticnJarly so ; £[)ri as I have alr^y 
premiaed, I mean, cQnfoimably to the suggeetioii 
of the text» to discourse to you on the subject of 
domeetic happineas. My mtenticm is to convince 
you, if possible^ of the admirable influence of rdi- 
gion in the attainment of it Complete hap^nness^ 
I well know to be a vinonary chimera in this sub- 
lunaiy wodd of ours, — sought i^ter, p^haps, by 
maoy» but found by none. It is an inhabitant of 
ibe sides. But in a well regulated famUy, I believe 
it to be as perfect aa can fall to the lot of man in 
hb poesent state. That it is the inseparable com- 
panion of rdigioui I purpose this day to show. 
Husbands, wives, children, servants, lend me your 
ears ; and in return for your attention, I will en- 
deavour to contribute to make you all happy. With 
this view I will, in the first (dace, atten^pt to de- 
scrihe to you the manner in which refigion operates 
in ]^iromotix^ domestic bliss ; I will then proceed to 
impart to you a few practical adnumitions favorable 
to its operation; and the picture of a fiunily, acting 
under its influence, shall dose the discourse. 

So acknowledge is the beneficial influence of 
r^^ig^ on society in general, that the wisest and 
most esperienced Uwgivero have ever made it a 
piincipal object of tl^eir attention. Sensible that 
all the most plausible inventions pf human inge- 
nuity and wisdom, would, without it, be npth^ig 
better tl]^ai basdess £aibrics^ exposed at all times to be 
subverted by a variety of accidents, too numerous to 
be mentioned, and to crumble into ruin, they have 
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never fiiSed to jndkie rdUigioii tbe bfti^^^fimri 
atitotbitfu A more strildng proof xtf diel jutocfla 
(^ t)loir TiewB, in this respeet, tfiere coonptbe Ass 
that wiiiohis at present exhiUted to therajta dike. 
vfaola world, in the borrid example of ^b^e politic 
cal infidels^^ who, in contempt of the idsdomof 
ages and of no&ms, by attemptii^ to .dbcard reli** 
gionb hare jdiu^ed their once floiuiahiiig coontij 
into a gulf of woefl» and twisfonned its dvitised 
aiid poUte inhabitants into nionsto* of ability ^ 
of brutal violence* But if such is inconteataUy 
the influence of reUgion, m sociely in garcial, k 
MnUl appear, upon cotaaideration» to be still gmtsr 
on that ci damestic life, in particular ; fortUBplaui 
reason — ^because those disorders^ bj which the 
peace and hanmmy o( sodbety at larffo are <apt to. 

coercive force of Uws executed with vigor: where^ 
as the private quarrels and disseniions of feinilie^ 
which are 80 injurious to the happiness of domeslielifey 
are not subject to the same control* Mopeovcr, my 
firiends, what human law can exemse its saitiiaiity 
over the temper ? Yet it is upon a due M^pdadon 
of the temper that the enjoyment of domestie bliss • 
materially d^nds. Now it is the peeuKar piivi^*. 
lege of religion to extend its inftuisnce to Aomr 
parts of conduct which are beyond the xeadai of 
every human institution; to wateh, to conrniandy- 
to rule within those secret and recondite regions it 

*Tliis Sermon was preached in London d^ng the horrors 
of the French Revoltitbn^ in the year 1793. ...m>^ 



349 

themind and heart which no hnmaA ^e can pene- 
trate, and over which no human government can 
eoDett its power. - It speaks (with authority where^ 
law is silent And its awful voice is heard with 
respect, when the voice of man — empty and inef- 
fectoal as the sounding brass, or the tinkling cym- 
bal—is totally disregarded. Nor is reason capable 
of supplying the defect <^ positive law. For rea- 
son, as experience too often gives us occasion to re- 
gret, is by no means a barrier of sufficient strength 
to resist the impetuous violence of passaon. Men 
have rei»oned since time began to run, — as laws 
axe coeral with the Inrth of society — but we do not 
find, eidier in the history of pa^t s^es, or in our 
own times, that they have been able to stop the pto- 
gress of those vices the effects of which are so pre- 
judicial to the happiness of men in general, and to 
that of domestic life, in particular. For, in defi- 
aaoe of the cultivation of human reason, as well as 
of the operation of poUtical institutions, mnk weeds 
cqntintie, as of old, in soils where flowers of choicest 
soent ai^ beauty should alone be seen to bloom ; and, 
by their permeious luxuriance, to check, if not destroy 
the growth of the latter. The rank weeds, to which I 
aUudei, are those inequalities of temper, those ani- 
m0^ and dissentions, those jealousies and sns- 
pidons^ so inmrious to tiie ccnnforts of domestic in- 
LccmBe, anfwhich sometimes change ite peace- 
ful haunts into turbulent dwellings of discord and 
confusion. How often are the sweets of connubial 
union between husband and wife imbitt^ed ?*^-kow 
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often axe the tender relations of parental 
and filial attachnnrat, between parents andchildr^ 
enfeebled or dissolved ? — >how often are the sympa* 
thies of mutoal affection in the hearts of brotheis 
and sisters cooled, if not extinguished, by the causea 
which I have jnst mentioned ? Mild, soothing^ and 
b^ievolent religion exercises her sentle sway over 

tiie nund and bL, in repreBdng e^rydion^a^d 
emotion ^nOin tiiem by wHch the haxaumj of do- 
mestic life b liaUe to be distnibed. 

Religion also ctrntributes most effiectaally to tbe 
piomotion of domestic happiness, by elevating Ute 
thoughts of those whom it actuates to hear^ilf 
coDtem^ations; by accustoming them, in prayer, 
to hold high conTerae with the adorable Autiuw oi 
their existence; and directing them to Tiew all 
tilings in lefeieuce to him. How, in rea%, can 
iedings hostile to domestic comfoi4r-^ow can any 
others than snch as are favMaUe to it — be indulged 
by him 'vdiose oonTersation is habitoaDy in heaven? 
If it be tm^-and experience says it i»-tf it be 
ime that the durposttioBs of men nsnaU j take a tine- 
tnre fitmi those of the persons whose company ih^ 
:6eqnent^ what temper of mind may that masi be 
Zghl U, <».dnu:tVb. i. mevdk. my i>U». 
«»». with tl»t gr»t Bemg » Vfaom «vfl7 ;«■ 
f ection centres ? How pore, Imw ^vated, how »■ 
fined, must be his feelings !<-4{ow fi»e framereiy 
debasingmixture of asperity orffl humour^liywii* 
ihe comfort of families is apt to. bei affected'! . Jt-^ 
M experience again te8che»-1be. (huaaim oftten 
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are formed, in m gteat flegree, by their halnts ; if 
he, for instance, yrbo is in the habit of permitii]^ 
faisnmd to brood soUeidjon glo<Mny (Ejects, naturaU 
contracts a gloom; as he, on the other hand, idiose 
fimcy is suffered to frolic amidrt scenes of gaiety 
and mirth, derives finom them a cast of a similar 
descriptioii, what most be the frame of that man's 
mind whose tlioi^;lits are wont to soar on the wings 
of the ^nrit even to the throne of the Eternal ; and 
who there contemplates, in transports of adoraticm, 
lore, and gratitude, the inexpresnUe wonders of the 
power, wisdcmi, and goodness, of die greatest and 
die best of Bangs; — ^wfao beholds, through the 
medimn of feitfa, as throogh a glass, the ravislong 
q[>ectacle of the heavenly Jerasakm, illuminated 
by the effcdgence of the divine glory ; its blessed 
inhabitants surpassing in beauty whatever it is given 
to the human eye to behold; all peaceful, content, 
liappy, surrounding the throne of the lamb, and 
anging in joyou. concerts of jubflationand faiinnph, 
their aUdtgahs c^ praise to ^* the King of kings, 
send Lord of lords, to whom, who was, and is, and 
is to be ;" — who makes ibe incomprehensible motx^y 

in Ihe Redemption of mankmd, and every other 
mystery el Mth, the frequent subjects of his pious 
oonsideratiGn ;^— wIk), walking abroad amidst the 
works of creation, discovers in every object which 
offers itsdf to his view — ^in the brightest orb which 
glows in <the heavens, as in the variegated arch 
which bestrides the earth pencilled by sun^beams 
on the £alfing shower, and in every species of ani- 
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mal and regetaUe life— ^flfoctB of tb« datme Al^ 
mighty cause fiom whfeh all tiongs fnrooeed, and 
by which aU things submst; — in a word, who, con- 
sidering the Divine Author of nature as one great; 
nnirersal soul pervading all his works, supportikig, 
preserving, enlivening, and embellishing th^^n, axv 
knowledges him to be errery where presmit, evenin 
the most secret recesses of his own hesxt, acnd ac- 
quainted with aU that passes therein ? My Grod ! 
is it possible for souk habituated to oont^iq^lations 
like these, to harboor any thoughts or feefings wjbat- 
soever, capable of imbitteiing the sweets d* domes- 
tic intercourse ? No, my fiiei^ ; it is impossible. 
And should the mansion of cheerfulness be at any 
time converted into a house of mourning, by the 
deplored loss of any[of its beloved inmates> — dP a 
hi£iband for instance, or a wife, of a parent or ch3d, 
of a brother or sister, torn finom it by the hand of 
death — ^religion will ever be at hand to administer 
consolation to the surviving relatives. It will miti- 
gate the sorrows of their afflicted hearts, by the 
spirit of resignation to the divine will with winch 
it will inspire them: and — admomshing them in 
the words of the Apostle of the Grentiles, ^^ not to 
be sorrowful even as others who have no hope," 
(1 Thess., c. iv. V. 12.) — ^it will encourage them 
to cherish a wdl grounded but humble confidence 
of bang ramited hereafter in intemnnalde bliss, 
with the dear object oi their attachment, whose - 
temporary s^aration finom them it is their melan^ > 
choly lot to bewail. 

In addition to the advantageous influence ol reli- 
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gim in promotilig domestic happiaess, arising fix>ia 
itS'Salutsury effects an the temper^ and the ccmsola^ 
tions wlmk it affords in the hour of affliction^ ita 
precepts alsK^ have an admirable toidencj> by the 
very r nature ol their injimctions» to the accom^sh* 
ment of the same olject : for the injuncti<Mi8 pre- 
ambed ace addressed to eveiy individual of a family, 
whatever place he may occi^^y in it^ — to husbands 
and wives, parents and children, masters and ser- 
Tents — and the duties which are marked out respect 
tively to each are intimately connected with their 
matual enjoyment. ^^ Let women," says the Apos« 
tle^ ^^be sulject to their husbands as to the Lord/* 
^^/Hushands, love your wives, aa Christ also loved 
his clntrchy and delivered himself up (or it." ^^Cfail* 
^en^ obey your parents in the Lord; for this is 
just/' '^ Servants, be obedient to them that are 
youi* masters accarding to the flesh, with fear and 
tremUiug, in the simplicity of your hearts as to 
Christ : not serving to the eye, as it were pleasing 
men, but as the servants of Christ, doing the will 
of God from the heart, with a good will doing ser^ 
vice, as to the Lord, and not to men. Knowing 
that whatsoever good thing any man shall do, the 
same shall he receive from the Lord, whether he be 
bond or free. And you, masters, do the same 
things to them» forbearing threateuings ; knowing 
t^ the Lovd both of them and you is in heaven : 
and there is no respect of pezsons with hun/' 
(S^B£S.,t ^ Y.r vi) Who does not perceive how 
powerfuUy laws like these are calculated to pro-» 
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mote domestic harnumj? And Who is not per- 
suaded that firom the want of due attention to tiieBi 
the discord bj which it is oftentimes disturbed is, 
in great mearare, to be attributed. As therefore in 
£unilies where religions discipline maintains its 
ascendency they are punctually observed^ peaces 
concord, and agreement, with all the blessings flow- 
ing from sources so untroul^d andpure, will un- 
doubtedly be thdrs. 

But laws alone, however excellent, when opposed 
by the indinations of corrupt nature, would be of 
ttttle avail without some adequate autiborkjr to en- 
force them. Now witit this auth(»nty reHgkm 
comes invested. For, in die name of him whose 
accredited cklegate she is, she promises, im the 
one hand, an eternity of happiness to the observ^« 
of them ; whilst she denounces, on the other hand, 
against the vidtatcHrs of them, an eternity ei woe. 
^ And these,'' says she, ** shall go into everkisting 
punishment : but the just into I^ everlasting.*' 
Tlius, not only does rdigion b^et a tasq[>er oi 
mind highly conducive to tibe prcmiodon of domes- 
tic happiness ; not only does i^ sooth, with the 
g^itleness of a comforter, in the season of affliction, 
and enact kws with the wisdom of a divine legis- 
lator, but— arrayed in the awM majesty of a sover- 
eign, hdidbig forth, in one hand, a diadem of gl<»ry, 
and brandishing in the other^ the flaming sword 
of avenging justice— she contributes most power- 
fiolly to stimulate to flie practice of those virtues 
which are the siqipor^ and to deter from the per* 
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petraticm of those rices which are the bane of 
dranestic happiness. 
Haying thus exposed to you the various mean» 

hj which »%i.n V^ i P«»>°tu« aometic 
hiroisesi, I wiU nov pnceed, confomublT to the 
pl^which I hid d J i. the i.trod»:li.; of thi. 
discourse, to suggest to you a few practical admo- 
nitions £3iyorable to its operation. And in doing 
this I have thought it advisable to address myself 
to parents, as on their conduct and exertions, the 
happiness of families, in great measure, depends* 
They are the main-springs, if I may be aUowed the 
expression, which put in motion all the subordinate 
parts of the dcmiestic machine. To them it belongs 
to give to tliose parts a pn^^ direction, and to 
make them concur, in their respective departments, 
to the general drder and harmony of tlie whole. 
Peimit me, then, parents, to recommend to you, ii^ 
the first place, a very particular attention to the 
regulation of your own conduct. The efficacy of 
exam][4e is known, from experience^ to be superior 
to that of precept And your example, in particu- 
lar, will be singulariy efficacious on all the inferior 
members of the little community over which you 
prc^de. On you the eyes of aU are fixed. They 
watch attentively your looks, motions, gestures, 
manners ; they study your inclinations ; confi»ilt 
your humours ; copy, incessantly, your behaviour ; 
9Skd endeavour, by an imitation of the model which 
you hold xxp to them, to insinuate themselves into 
your favor. How in^ortant, therefore, it is to pre- 
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sent tbem with a model in every respect worthy of 
their imitation ! With this view, allow me to ex- 
hort you, in the words of the Apostle, " ever to 
walk as children of the light" Let your light 
shine before men, before your children, your ser- 
vants — ^the light of faith, and of every Christian 
virtue. Show them, by your assiduity in the dis- 
charge of your religious duties, the high estimation 
in which you hold those duties. Prove to them, 
by your respectful conversation of God and of his 
holy religion, how much you venerate them. Teach 
them, by your cultivation of all the moral virtues 
inculcated in the Gospel, that true religion is inse- 
parable from them. Be particularly attentive to 
the government of your temper. Let no indiscreet 
expression or word be ever permitted to pass your 
lips. Be tender of the reputation of your neigh- 
bour. Suffer not even the slightest insinuation to 
his disparagement to escape your tongues. Do not 
encourage the odious tales of envy, malignity, or 
misrepresentation. Manifest^ on the contrary, if 
not by your words, at least by your silence, your 
marked disapprobation of them. In a word, let 
your conduct exhibit that happy compound of de- 
votion, purity, and universal philanthropy, which 
constitutes the amiable and respectable character of 
a true Christian. But not merely to the regulation 
of your own conduct is your attention to be con- 
fined : you should extend it, moreover, to all who 
are under your care, and direction ; to your chil- 
dren and servants. Respecting the former, be it 
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your principal aim, whilst yet their untutored minds 
are young, pliant, and susceptible of any impression, 
to imprint on them an early love of virtue, and hor- 
ror of vice. Exhibit to them, on one hand, the be- 
neficial effects of the former, and, on the other, the 
baneful consequences of the latter. Instruct them, 
by times, in the great and consoling principles of 
religion. Teach them, in their tender years, to lisp 
respectfuUy the praises of their maker. Tell them 
—oh ! tell them, that to be virtuous is to be happy. 
Be careful, in your instructions, never to disgust 
them by any symptoms of impatience or ill humour ; 
to irritate them, in your corrections, by the slightest 
appearance of passion or caprice ; nor, by any indi- 
cation of partiality in your attachments, to sow the 
seeds of jealousy and discord among them. Let 
prudence and gentleness be, on all occasions, dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of your conduct. Let 
them guide the hand which checks them, as well as 
that which aids them, in their progress. Remem- 
ber that you are parents, and not despots ; that they 
are your children, and not your slaves ; and that 
affection, not fear, is the sentiment which you should 
principally study to excite in their little breasts. 
You cannot be too industrious in removing from 
them every object of improper tendency — ^whatever 
is calcidated to misguide the understanding or to 
corrupt the heart. And, finally, that the effects of 
your own example and instructions may not be 
counteracted by the pernicious operation of foreign 
influence, you should also keep a watchful eye over 

s 
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all their movemente, and cautioualy jpi^erent them 
from forming connexions, or frequentmg pdmpanies 
in wUch their yirtue may be exposed , to '^g^r. 
Your servants, likewise, as well as your x^Hldren, 
have a claim on your attention. From ' them are 
due to you, on flieir part, fideKty, iudustay, respect 
And a powerful inducement to them to the discharge 
of those duties, will be a behaviour to them, on jout 
part, ammated by that mild and humaixe spiiitso 
forcibly recommended in the Gospel, and in the 
conduct of your own Divine Master. Asperity and 
moroseness will naturally sour and exasperate theii: 
minds, alienate their feelings, and cause them to 
perform their tasks with reluctance and dislike ; but 
condescension and kindness will endear you io th^xp;^ 
and give to the obligations of duty the charn^ of 
pleasure. Furnish them not with an excuse for tlie 
neglect of religion, in the wai;it of opportupity to 
practise it ; and let it never be forgottei^ that yoij 
are not only masters, but Christian masters. There 
is, moreover, another circumstance, whicli t con- 

i ; , it 

ceive to be well worthy of your serious con^Aera- 
tion, because I think it will be greatly conducive 
to infuse into your families that truly religious spirit^ 
the fruit of which is happiness. I mean the piou3 
practice of family devotions — a practice hdd by oui[ 
venerable ancestors in high esteem, but in modern 
times, not equally attended to. Persuaded, how- 
ever, of its great utility, and anxious to 6ontril)ute, 
by every means m my power, to the advancement 
of your well bemg, 1 beg leave most earnestly. M 
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recommend it, for reasons which will appear^ I trusty 
upon reflection, to be not altogether destitute of 
weight In the ^t place, then, the office per- 
formed >y the master or mistress of a family, in 
pious exercises of this nature, gives an air of sa- 
credness to their character, rendering it more res- 
pectable. There is, in the next place, a tenderness 
attending those devotional exercises, which, by 
softening the heart, and purifying its affections, 
is admirably adapted to the preservation and im- 
provement of that mutual agreement and love, 
in which consists the chief enjoyment of domes- 
tic, felicity^ . Reviewing, in the third place, in 
those hallowed moments, the various employments 
of the closing day — ^the duties which may have been 
omitted, the actions, words, and even thoughts, of 
every fleeting tour-^ach individual is led to cor- 
rect whatever may have been, in any manner, de- 
fective in his conduct ; and, by exercising a greater 
degree of watchfulness over himself, to concur to 
the promotion of the happiness of all who move 
within the same sphere. And surely I may add 
that the (jrod of heaven will not fail to look down 
with peculiar complacency on beings so religiously 
devoted to his service, and to give a blessing to all 
their undertaHngs. 

That the importance of reUgion, a. it affects do. 
mestic happiness, may be still more strongly im- 
pressed upon your minds, allow me, now, in com- 
pliance with my original proposal, to present you 
with an imperfect sketoh of a family animated by 
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its spirit, and regulated by its precepts. Let each 
individual here present withdraw, for that purpose, 
his mind from every surrounding object ; or rather, 
let him imagine the lof)y and vaulted roof of the 
edifice in which we are now assembled, to descend 
and flatten ; its bulk in every direction to be con- 
siderably diminished ; the number of persons it con- 
tains proportionably reduced ; — ^in a word, let him 
imagine the house of God suddenly transformed 
into the hiunble mansion of a religious family. You 
have now before you a general view of the canvass, 
and of the group delineated upon it. Permit me, 
to point out to you a few of the most remarkable 
traits which distinguish the piece. Observe, iii the 
first place, the happy pair. How content and ccaai- 
fortable do they appear to be ! Mark the placid and 
affectionate smile diffiised over their countenances I 
How do their eyes glisten with joy ! What calm- 
ness and serenity are observable in every feature ! 
See them there with parental fondness, attentive to 
all the wants and concerns of their surrounding 
little ones ! — ^tutoring their infant minds — ^forming 
their hearts to virtue — teaching tliem, with hppeful 
reverence, to lift up their eyes to their Father who 
is in heaven, to refer to him as to the " author of 
every good and perfect gift," all the blessings 
which they enjoy, whether natural or acquired, and 
to express to him their heart-felt acknowledgments 
in the warmest terms of gratitude and love ! See, 
as they are thus employed in rearing their tender 
plants, how the tears trickle down their cheeks! 
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What an amiable expression of softness do they add 
to the charms of content ! Let no officious hand be 
raised to wipe them away. They are not the tears 
of affliction — ^tliey do not spring from the fountains 
of sorrow. Oh ! no. They are the delicious over- 
flowings of those benign torrents of sentunental 
pleasure which the parental heart is unable to con- 
tain. Leave them to enjoy their rapturous delight 
in the contemplation of their rising hopes, and fix, 
with me, your attention on the interesting spectacle 
of their little progeny. Behold them sweetly smiling 
around, contented and happy. What innocence in 
their every feature! How affectionately do theii- 
bounding hearts appear to spring towards each other! 
With what respectful fondness do they look up to 
those who, under heaven, are the authors of their exist- 
ence ! How attentively do they listen to their instruc- 
tions ! How docile are they in receiving them ! How 
punctual in the observance of all their injunctions ! 
Look at them, my fittle children, — ^brothers and 
sisters of the same family (for to you is this part 
of the picture particularly addressed) j look at them, 
then, I say, my little children — ^admire them; but 
not only that — imitate them also. As they do, 
do you also — ^love one another. " My little children, 
love one another." Love, like them, your parents ; 
respect them ; be obedient to them. Thus will you 
be instrumental in procuring happiness both to them 
and to yourselves. But who are they, of either sex, 
who, although somewhat more advanced in years, 
are still flouiishing in the bloom of youth ? The 
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individuals there descried 9r^ i4?o b^llfepi, and 
fidsters of the same family, in whom the ^lOPy 
ejQfecta of a religious education are to he, .^^ailj r4is- 
covered — ^in those placid looks of mutpil affieiction 
manifested bj them to each other ; in the ^id thej 
give their beloved pai:ents^ by ca^^nunicatxag to tbje 
yojung^ part of the family the instraction&i. whii^ 
themselves had previously received; and in thali 
reciprocal di^lay of parental tenderness^ ^i o£ 
filial love, distinguishing the unconstrained inters 
course which subsists between them. ServantSt ypu. 
have here before you an admirable model — a mcidel 
highly deserving of your imitation — ^a model pf fi- 
delity, of industry, of cheerful obediencoj ai|ud ^yeqr 
virtue which can adorn. your stations, Mai(k,t)ie 
modest attitude, the decent attire^ the propria o£ 
behaviour, the attention and care of those whose 
functions are sinular to your own. See ! how ob- 
servingly they await the orders of those whom they 
serve! How studious they are to please them! 
How zealous to anticipate their slightest demand ! 
How diligent in the discharge of every menial duty ! 
Let not so excellent a model be lost upon you. But 
let it stimulate you to transcribe it in the regulation 
of your own conduct; thus causing you, in your 
humble station, to be instrumental in contributing 
to the general happiness of the family which you 
serve. The other parts of the piece are in perfect 
harmony with those to which I have been directing . 
your attention. Every where is to be seen the 
most complete order ; and felicity, as perfect as it 
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is fit ^ man to enjoy in tiis probationary state, is to 
be observed ftronghont 

Thk, you may teU me, perhaps, is a picture wfatch 
it may be pleasant enough to contemplate, but 
then, it is no more than a picture ; you may ^Hso 
say — a mere fancy piece, or fiction of the imagina^ 
lion. Not entirely so, however, I hope, my friends. 
I love even to indulge the fond idea, that its realify 
is to be found within the domestic walls of some 
who are this moment listening to me. At all events 
ft depends upon yourselves, with the aid of God^s 
grace, to realise it. Realise it, then, my friends, and 

psction of the happmess which you will enjoy here- 
after in aU its plenitude, in the glorious family of 
t^e l^essed in heaven. 
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SERMON XVI^ 

A CHARITY SERMON. 



ON THE DUTY OF ALMSGIVING. 



PSAI tby bread to the hungry, and bring the needy and the 
hacbouriess into thy house : when thou shalt see one naked, co- 
ver hhn, and despise not thy own flesh. Then shall thy light 
break fonh as the morning and thy health shall speedily ansa, 
and thy justice shall go before thy face, and the glory of ^ 
Lord snail gather thee up. Isaias, c. Iviii. v. 7, 8. 

I COHE forward^ tibis day, Ibe feeble adTOoate af 1^ 
unfortunate and distressed— of the orphan and die 
widow— of the indigent pareirts of heli^esB cfaadren 
— of the helpless children of indigent paarentsu Mj 
object is, in discoursing to you on the SQb|ect of 
almsgiidbg, to excite your pity, and to eaS into 
a^tiofyo^ benevolent dispoXns. And, tndy, 

cannot but consider myself most advantageously 
situated for treating a matter of this nature. On 
whichever side I tL my eyes, I discover objects 
of the strongest encouragement — the most powerful 
motives to stimulate exertion. The subject, the 
place, my present audience, my own character — all 
concur to inspire me with confidence, and to ani- 
mate my zeal. The subject : — Oh ! it is a theme on 
which the benevolent hearer delights to be enteiv 
tained ; on which the friend of humanity delighte 
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to dwell ; and which was also a favorite topic of the 
divine harangues of our hlessed Redeemer. The 
place : — ^Throwyour eyes around you, my Mends, he- 
hold assembled a large concourse of persons united 
together by the sacred bonds of unity and charity, to 
worship one common Lord in spirit and in truth. 
See, delineated on yonder canvass,* a charitable 
deed of your divine modeL How affectingly is he 
represented on the cross f which stands beneath, — 
witii outstretched arms — ^with head reclined — his 
hands pierced with nails — ^his side with a spear — 
Ueeding, agonising, expiring for the love of man ! 
Here, to the repenting sinner, is discovered the 
siu:tred tribunal,^ not of judgment and condemna- 
tion, but of reconciliation and of mercy. And there, 
shrouided in sacramental veils,§ li^ humbly coi^ 
coaled a God of charify, your food and consolation. 
My present audience : — Yes my friends — and it is 
with pleasure I embrace an opportunity like the 
pre&ant, to make £rom this place so public a declar- 
alioBr-Hfrom you J derive no small degree of encour- 
agement ; from the tenderness of your hearts, your 
hmnanity^ your charity. Come forth, ye afflicted 
mourners, — ye exiled sufferers|| of a neighbouring 
land, — ^ye poor and distressed of every description. 

* The subject of the Altar-piece, which was Christ curing 
the blind man, as related in the ninth chapter of the Gospel of 
St. Jchn. 

-f The Crucifix beneath the altar-piece, on the top of the 
tabernacle. 

% The confesaional. 

§ The blessed sacrament within the tabernacle. 

^ The Frendi drngj. 
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Come forth, '* <^ii jmac monAs in ihe inidirtt 6Ffli4' 
Church ;" teU us of ihe relief wMdk fdti hjvM'Ukj^ ' 
rienced from these your kind and chaiitable' ben^' 
hydon. Recount to us thdr aets of GfaiistM- 
benevoleiice. Talk to ub of the tears lirhich iSiey^ 
hare wiped fix)m jour eyes, of (ihe gfoans witlcli 
they have bushed, of the wanti^ which they ha*^ 
sopplied. May you, my friends, long lire to ei^oy 
the fruits <tf your beneficence, in the unspeaksM^ 
comfcnts whkh flow from the remembrance of it j;' 
and may you be hereafter put in possession of ibtsX' 
heavenly kingdom which yt)ur blessed SaticM^ 
has himself declared to hare been prepared' fbdt^th^' 
practisers of it from the foundidon of i^ ■ ^^roli^i'' 
(Matt., e. xxv. v. 34.) My (f?tA dbsaatb^ ^If 
— alter having delivered to you my Biki^tiMiisXB ikiti^ 
coming your own personal qualities, and s^&eif tdf^ 
you of the coi^ence which I deiite^ fronkittiel^-^^ 
I may be indulged in the liberty of sayt^^k ^fS^ 
respecting mysdf, I will even add, HM tkf' oihit^ 
character is an incefltive to me. t am a HiiBb ; ibld^ 
as such I feel for the sufferings of a ftSlo w^^dkiAtUre ' 
in di£*ress. I am a Christian ; and as sdHi I asir' 
taught to behold, in die calamities at tiie n^y iUid' 
sorrowful, the mterei^g sufferings of a Mldw- 
member, and a brotiier in Jesus Christ I am isk ' 
nunister of a religion of diarity ; and therefore, in ^ 
discoursing to you on tibe subject of charity^ I M#' 
the conscious satisfaction <^ being occupied -iuf 'A^^ 
discharge of one of the most import^ 'dutiM'df' ikj^ 
calling. Surely, my friends, a due cousideration 
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of chjci^uHtaoces like these, is sufficient to make 
eloquent the tongues even of those who want utter- 
ance^i to stnke — as Moses did the waters from the 
b^en rock — a tide of eloquence from the dryest 
sources. Lend me then^ mj friends, oh ! le^ mey 
at lesjKt this day, I beseech you, your attentire ears, 
whilst I9 as a man^ endeavour to remind you of 
your duly as m^a; as a minister of Christ, of your 
duty as Christians. Almsgiving, considered as a 
human dfity ; almsgiving, considered as a Cfaristiaa 
djiilj; — such is the twofeld subject of your instruct 
tipn thiS' day. And may the God of charity supply, 
by the abundance of his aUrpowerfrd grace, the 
ac^pobowledged deficiency of his feeble minister. 

The benevolent attention of the wise Author of 
our e^i^iteno^ to the wants, necessities, and happi- 
i^o^s of h^ creatures, is admirably dii^ayed in the 
n^ti^e disq^iosijtipns of the human heart. Had man 
h^n,fo^noa^ for himaelf alone ; unsocial ami soli- 
taij, independent of all around him, and uncon- 
m^im a»ei» by any tias of uiuon-4he princi^e 
of . selMov^ alone implanted in his nature, w(mld 
haye sajL^qieptly answered every purpose o{ his 
beipg. But sudi was not the design of his Eternal 
Maker, No. He made him to move in a wider 
c\rc]^i V) perform his part on a m(H*e enlarged thea- 
tre of action i to mix with his fellow*-men in social 
intercourse ; and to perform towards them a variety 
of great apd impcHtaat duties. Hence that tender 
and. benevolent instinct inherent in his breast which 
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caoses liim to melt^ at aiiottber's woe, and urges 
him to use -his endeavours to alleviate it Tbos 
instinct, generally known b j the name o( sensibility, 
is the source of all that is amiable in man. It 
tempers the stem dictates of reason with the soft 
effusion of sentiment ; it gives to the intrinsic dig^ 
nity of virtue the most engaging charms, lendering 
it lovdy as well as respectable ; and expands the 
soul of man, which the selfish principle is apt to 
contract, to the generous and exalted ambition of 
contributing to the happiness of all around him. 
Banish, then, from your minds every suggestion of 
self-love, calculated in any manner to cMnleract 
its influence. Suffer not the {nropensities of coinrupt 
nature to stifle it in your hearts* Endeavour^ on 
the contrary, by every means in your power, to 
improve and strengthen it* Shall any one be so 
deaf to the cries of nature as to refuse assistance to 
a distressed brother ? Well, and are we not all 
brethren ? Are we not all members of ihd same 
family ? Do we not all descend fix)m one oommon 
stock ? But how great, alas ! is the inequalilyof con* 
ditions amongst us ? See with what exuberant pro* 
fusion the chmcest gifts of fortune are lavished on the 
great and wealthy, whilst the more numerous mem- 
bers of the same household— K^ast off Hke aliens, for- 
saken and unjatied, heirs only to misery — are doomed 



-Mollissima corda 



Humano generi dare se Natura &tetUT, 
Quae lacrymas dedit 

JuvEWAL, Sat. xv. 
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to go sorrowing through life^ till they reach at length 
the bourn where the wearj* rest from their lah(»rs> 
and the evils of life are no longer felt ! Forsaken 
and unpitied ? — 'by whcmi ? By the unfeeling and 
inhuman perhaps : but you, my friends, I weD know, 
are not of that description* No ; I am oonrinced 
you are not. The unfortunate objects whom you 
have so frequently relieved, that tender sympathy 
so easily excited vdthin you by a tale of woe, the 
feelings which I perceive already rising in your 
breasts, bear testimony, on the contrary, to the very 
reverse* To you, the poor of every denomination — 
to yoa, the widow — ^to you, the orphan — ^to you, the 
aged and infirm — ^look up, with grateful confidence, 
for protection* They consider your past munifi-' 
cence as a pledge of what in ftiture they may ven- 
ture to expect. And they are persuaded that you 
requrre nothing more than a correct statement of 
their wants to be induced to contribute to their re- 
lief. Listem, therefore, to the disclosure which, as 
their feeble advocate, I am now about to submit to 
your con^deration — of the wants and sufferings of 
these my interesting clients ; not with a view of ex- 
citing your compassion, by an overcharged narrative 
of fictitious distress — ^for that were superfluous — 
but in order to make you acquainted with such 
scenes of real misery, as the duties annexed to our 
station, as ministers of a religion of charity, so fre- 
quently bring under our own eyes. 

Often, my friends, does it fall to our lot to be 
called to the dreary mansions of poverty, there to 
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administer, on the bed of sickness, to the langidsli- 
ing child of sorrow, that spiritual consolation and 
assistance nrhich, at all times, he stands so mucb 
in need of, bnt particularly in seasons of extroor- 
dinarj calamity. What, think you, is the state in 
which, on such occasions, we frequently find him. 
Why, we find him,my friends, destitute— completely 
destitute — ^not only of the succour requisite to as- 
suage his pains, to mitigate his trouble, and to re- 
establish his decayed health, but of every ordinary 
means of subsistence. I have seen the aged widow 
groaning beneath the weighty pressure of poverty 
and years, helpless, and without a friend, stretc^hecl 
out on the hard ground, or what was little better— 
a small quantity of straw thinly scattered, vntk no 
other covering than the tattered rags which sli^ 
nominated her apparel — scarcely sufficing to dis- 
charge the office of decency, much less of def<^nd- 
ing her from the inclement blast. A few' d^i% 
embers, too feeble to temper the coldness of the at-* 
mosphere, added to the saAiess of the house rf 
mourning the dismal gloom of sepulchral mM- 
choly. I have seen the indigent husband lifkgem^ 
under the decay of nature; beside him the ttay- 
cold remains of the dq[)arted partner of his sbr- 
rows — ^for of joy he knew nothing : to labour aria 
to mourn was all he knew — ^at his feet the teddeir 
pledges of his love, bemoaning, in aQ the aii^tdsh 
of affliction, the loss of one parent, and ahticipa-' 
ting, in trembling solicitude, the miserable condihon 
of orphanage, in which the approaching departure 
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of the other appeared to be about to leave tJbem. 
I have fieeu the hapless mother of fatherless chil- 
dren deprived by sickness of her only means of 
support : — I am not sure her infirmities were not 
brought upon her by exces^ve labor. — ^Methudcs 
I hear this moment the plaintive cries of hungry 
babes, surrounding her couch, and piercing her eaiB 
with their clamorous importunities. Methinks I 
behold the fond parent answering, with a silent tear, 
a deep-fetched sigh, or a fruitless groan, their ac* 
qei^ts of distreas; and suffering, from her incapacify 
to relieve them, all the paugs of the deepest afflic- 
tion. When the heart is violently affected by ex- 
traordinary calamities, it sometimes discovers its 
emotions in a pathetic strain of language, which 
art wQuld endeavour in vain to equal. Of this I 
have, mys^if had recentiy an occasion to witness 
a ri^markable instance. ^' I have nothing'' — said an 
lu^ortui^t^ widow, presenting herself before me 
in garpi^ents net her own — "no, nothing'' — she said 
vx a ton^ of yoice which bespoke the depth o( her 
dii^tress-r-" nothing in the world ; and no one but the 
gr^t God to tell my story to." Great, great in- 
deed, oh ! thou poor dear solitary mourner, must 
have bef n thy sufferings, which could inspire thee 
with terms so eloquent, so affecting, so descriptive 
of thy feelings I But why confine your attention 
to single instances of misery, when it is in your 
power to view it at once in all its various forms. 
Enter those public dwellings of poverty and sick- 
ness — ^the hospitals and workhouses. Penetrate into 
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the obscure koTels of tibe indigMt Descend — h^k 

let it be with caatioiis step— into those subtemuieaa 

habitations — ^I had ahnost said, those sepnldnral 

vaolts — ^in which, secluded from the light of day, 

the woe-worn parent distributes amongst a nmne* 

rous offspring a scanty allowance of coarse Ibod, 

the wdl-eamed fruit of indefatigable industry. 

There will you discover scenes of distress which 

baffle all description. Were it given to me this 

moment to drag forth from those various TeceptsL" 

cles of want and sorrow, the numerous inhabitants 

they contain, and to place them here before you, 

what kind of spectacle do you think would meet 

your sight ? Oh ! my friends, it would be too mn^ 

for your sensibility to bear — ^you would be unable 

to endure it. Here, pinched with want, wasted 

with care, and oppressed with giief, you would be^ 

hold a disconsolate couple, brooding over tfadr load 

of miaeiy, exciting the mutual agb by bitter reflec- 

tions on the hardships of their lot, calculating the 

slender resources remaining to them to preserve 

themselves and families fit)m all the horrors of &r 

mine* There, you would descry the afflicted widow 

destitute of the necessaries of life, and deprived, by 

the loss of her husband — ^her only prop and mipport 

— of the means of acquiring them. Here, would be 

seen the effects of parental cruelty ; and there, the 

victims of filial ingratitude. Here, a body racked 

with pain, and no one to administer relief; di«e, 

a heart overpow^ed with affliction, and net a oom- 

forter at hand to let fall a sympath^c tear. You 
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wsmiA jMwaro UmHk^ oaceoptile&t, ttaduced to 
io Ji y n c c, hrongiit^ themselves, perhaps, to the dust, 
hy th^ benevokiit zeal to raise elfaers fix)m it, or to 
hinder them from ftllxog; and thdr present cala- 
laitieB h]d)]ltered 1^ the recdlection of their once 
fltenshiiig condition. Tn a word, shocked at the 
s^lit of such complicated scenes of wretehedness, 
stiutted hy the hignbrioas shrieks and groans of 
so many of jonr suffering fdlow-creatures, you 
woaM recoil with horror; your hearts within you 
would mek, aaid your hands would be stretched 
fortiito dispense spontaneously the treasures of your 
bttOfflfFolence. Let not the absence ctf the objects, 
wdbose vaxiegated woes I have been describing to 
you, induce you to call in question the reality ot 
their existence; let it not lay a restraint on the 
gei^rous dispositioiis c^ your nature. You behold 
them not: but the eye which penetrates into the 
HKNBt secret and c3>8eure recess — tiie aHnsearching 
eye of the Eternal — beholds them. If absent, they 
hsve a still strm^r claim on your b^ieficence on 
that aecoont ; bdng, by that circumstance, deprived 
of one of the naost powerful resources of the mis- 
erable — a personal appeal to the t^ider feelings of 
the hnmane and charitable. 

Moreover, my Mends, in pleading the cause of 
the poor, I plead, in reality, your own cause. For, 
in calMi^ iqK)n you to come forward to their assis- 
tanoe, I invite you to make yourselves happy. What 
pleasure^ in fact, can be conceived more delightful 
than that which is felt in assuaging the sorrows of 

T 
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tliose who are in afflicdon ? — in administering conso- 
ladon to them^ in conciliating their affection, and 
obtaining from them the heajt-felt tribute of tl^ir 
gratitude and benediction ? Were this the on^ ad- 
vantage derivedfrom acts of beneficence, neither, one 
would think, would be requisite to rec(»nniend them. 
Employ as much of your treasures as you please, in 
gratifying your passions, in answering the innu- 
merable calls of expensiye prodigali^ and capricioi:^ 
humour, you will never experience any thing com- 
parable to that pure and lasting satisfaction winch 
wiU accrue to you from havii^ made than subser- 
yient to the relief and comfort of the necessitons 
and distressed. For what pleasure, arising fixxm 
the gratification of the passions, and satisfying the 
demands of selfish propensities, is to be compa^fed 
with that of a man who is able to 9ay, with h(dy 
Job, '< the ear that heard me blessed me, and the 
eye that saw me gave witness to me : because I had 
delivered the poor man that cried out; and the 
fatherless, that had no he^r. The blessing of him 
that was ready to perish came upon me, and I coBBt- 
forted the heart of the widow'' ? (Job, c. xxix. v. 
11—13.) Oh! that the children of the worlds 
who seek happiness in the accumulation of Wiealtibb 
in, pleasure and in honors, would make the eiq^- 
ipent! They would soon perceive that hilheito 
they had been in pursuit of a fleeting shadow> but 
that now they were in possession of the substance. 
He, whose narrow soul the sordid cares of avarice 
and selfish views of i»ivate interest had contracted, 
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would feel, in its generous expansion, sublime sensa- 
tions hitherto unknown. He would experience in the 
glow of humanity and the tender relentings of com- 
passion, a satis&ction to which cold and selfish hearts 
are utter strangers. No anxious solicitudes would 
disturb his quiet. No unmanly fears would haunt 
his mind. PeaceM and composed, he would rest 
contented in the calm enjoyment of his remembered 
kindness. No longer would the sensualii^t pursue 
pleasure in Hie degradation of his nature. He would 
then be persuaded of the superior flavor of senti- 
mental ddight beyond that which is tasted in the 
gross and debasing excesses of animal gratification. 
The ambitious would then be taught the important 
lesson, that to a man of a benevolent heart the si- 
lent and sincere homage of one grateful pensioner 
(m his bounty is far preferable to all the noisy and 
unfelt acclamations of applauding multitudes. How 
much greater honor does the well-known sentence 
of the benevolent Roman Emperor* reflect on his 
memory than all the splendid actions which dis- 
tinguished his reign, who, on reviewing a day which 
had not been marked by any act of benevolence, 

lost a day." Can any example more worthy of mu- 
tation be presented to you than that of nature's 
God ? Cast your eyes around you. See with what 
m^rl pro J« h.L ««Jl his «.,„« amo.g 
mankind. Earth, sea, and air,— aU administer to 
the wants of man. For him is the flower impreg- 

* See note B at the end o( the volume. 
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Bated mAi odor^ and clothed with beauty* For 
him we the fidds loaded with jH&sty, and the tmea 
wUh fruit Eveiy iiiferior animal of crealion is 
subservient to his wants ; aaad all natnce is farihotacy 
t» him. bi what more noUe employment can a 
human being be engaged^ than in imitating the be* 
nign conduct of his Maker ? What nu^re acc^tc^ 
ble himiage can he offer up to the throne of a God 
of ntereyi than that of a benevolent heart seodading^ 
the paternal views of the Father of mankind? 
OiAdf indeed; and iimenaible must he be^ and de^ 
void of every kind aad libeml s^itiment, who eai^ 
r^aiain unmoved amidtt such cheering scenes of tli^ 
divine bounty > displayed every whra^ a]X)und him t 
who can belrald that pxmdential atteftition of the 
God of heaven to the exigenices of thehumant xmep- 
without melting with tenderness^ glowing wiHi: 9iSkQ-^ 
tion, and burning with a desire of ootOi)erating>mtbi 
hqnindispensingsucoourtDtbeneedy and di^rease^t 
I will even add^ &at worioi of antocy^ to* whidii 
you are instinctivdy ]^rQnqKtedby'the,ialimd JEee^i 
hagA df your nature» are also strongly reconiUKi^Qided* 
to you by the mere interested viewa lof * ealoilati^ 
prud^ce. For it is the lot of all snblunaty betngst 
to be subject to vicissitude. The brighter .^^.t 
mny^ in a ahcnrt time, be overeat Invisible to Ih^, 
hiwdan eye ferments in secaret the hidden stoiE^; 
At l«t3^ it bursts : and the proudeirt'Strueto^r^if^l 
human grandeur fall prostrate to the:earth« ; Of^i 
l^E^oeand poverty, honor and disgmoe^tenai^.bjr'; 
tnms^ the same mcmfiion ; and the man wboi tf^(hji!\ 
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k glittering in all the splendor conferred by wealtb 
and title, maj, ere to-m(n*row*s sun goes down, be 
reduced to the wretched condition of the humble 
rap^mnt child of want How completely, my 
firiends, is this observation justified, not to you 
alone^ but to the world at large, by the horrid ex** 
ample which the present hour exhibits, in that un- 
paxallded Revolution of a neighbouring nation ! 
See, h^ wealthy citizens empoverished ! — ^her great 
ones brought low ! — ^her dignitaries deposed ! — ^her 
ministers and nobles degraded, exiled, proscribed, 
slaughtered! — her humane monarch, the thirty- 
second of his illustrious stock, conducted from the 
throne to the scaffold ! — the royal widow's anguish, 
once the pride o( a generous people, afterwards the 
scorn and execration of rebellious miscreants, and 
recently condemned, by a sentence founded on cal- 
umnies the most opprobriously atrocious, to suffer the 
£EXte of her injured lord! Far be it from me to prog- 
noeAicate simikr scenes of disorder and barbarity 
in tMs natSmi. No ; Englishmen are too enlight- 
ened, tiney are too humane, too religious* I only mean 
tdr indinuate that no one, however elevated his sta- 
tion in life may be, is exempt from tibose reverses of 
fortune to which all are liable. Hence I infer that, 
as we know not what mM)rtunes may befall us, it 
is prudent to provide against them, by taking be^' 
f0re>-h&nd those measures wMch may furnish us' 
with resources in the evil day ; and that, therefi)^^^, 
a4 benevolence is o^ of the most effectual meam* 
for 'tfeat poiposA, by adb^ing tiie hearts, and vr^*-' 
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mng the wiabea of all to our intoregt, to be benevo- 
lent is even a maxim of conmion prudence. " ^ut 
np alms in the heart of the poor, and it shall obtain 
he^ fiar thee against all evil, better than the shield 
of the mighty, and better than the spear : it shall 
fight for thee against thy enemy." (Ecclesiasti- 
cus, c. xxix. V. 16 — 17.) 

Thus far, my Mends, I have oonsideied benevo- 
lence as it is merdy a hmnan virtue. But yon are 

this latter capacity I am now about to address jon. 
Benevolence, in the heart of a true Christian, has a 
still higher title to jour veneration and esteem. 
With the aj^Uation of Charity it assumes a hna 
more august and respectable. From a human vir- 
tue it becomes a divine one ; and is attended with 
advantages of a much high^ order* It is one of 
the principal objects and most distinguishing oma* 

most conspicuous feature in the perscmpf its Divine 
Founder ; the frequent theme of his esdutrtations 
and precepts J and U is a quaHty which he has him. 
seK e^ressly represented to be the characteristic 
mark of his faithful followers : ^^ By tliis shall all 
uu.^.it^ you ^ ., di^dple^' if y^ Uve 
love one for another." (John, c. xih. v. 36.) As 
Christians, my friends, we are taught, by our holy 
religion, to behold, in every individual of the same 
society — a companion in exile — afdiow-pilgrim on 
his journey to the same heavenly country^— a mem- 
ber of that mystic body of which each of us forms 
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a part— a brother in Christ Jesas. What strong 
daims on your bounty do these considerations pve^ 
sent to your minds ! SliaU any one look widi in« 
^Hfference on the sufferings of those who are IhvA 
recbmmended to us under sueh a variety et inter* 
esting points of view ? ^all he allow the unfer'^ 
tunate partner in his banishment to renmin a soli^- 
taiy mourner in the house of woe, and not step iii to 
assuage his sorrow? Shall he descry a f!^0W'^ 
traveller faintii^ on the road under the heavy load 
of his dfirtress, and not contribute, from the stock of 
his superflmtioB, some slender pittance, at leasts t6 
refresh his languishing spirit, and to invigorate his 
debilitated Hmbs ? Shall he see him sunk in d&- 
jec^on to the earth, and not stretch forth a friendly 
hand to raise him up, and to help him on in his 
painfiol journey ? Shall he contemplate a maimed 
and bleeding member of that mystic body of whiefa 
he, too, is a member, and not feel within him a spon- 
taneous emotion to foment and dierish it ? And a 
brother, too. Great God! — a brothei^ in Christ 
Jesus ! — ^who can refuse relief to a brother in 
Christ Jesus ? Did a distressed brother of a de-* 
ceased friend — of a friend from whom you had reoei<- 
ved special marks of afieetion — ^who had helped 
you in your necessities — ^who had rescued you, pwr-t 
faafe,frc»n complete wretchedness — ^recoiamended^ 
I will suppose, to you by the man to whom you 
were de^ly indebted by so many obligations, axid 
diat, too, in the very will and testament by whifili hf 
had made you heir to a great portion of' his pro^ 



pi(rtjfrj*T*4idhe-*^d wcfc so.om ^pi^^^^iit hnna^ 
before you to inpIiHre your Mocoui^ #irely yim 
wonld not xigect lii» petMicm i you vouid ootbeai} 
un^d, 80 qBgrat^ul, so inlimziw* BdHild^ Hkem, 
»y friends^ ia the penon of ioei uxdigent mjl^i^ec aa 
ol^t of ilda deBonptioD. BeboUt in him, tfae ImH 
Oer of your wmn^ Meod-of yo«r Si^reme 
Bene&ctoi!* Oh ! niy deaily beloy ed hrethresi ia 
JemB Christy what are all the &vora asMl benefita 
conferred npcm yon hy ibe beat of year, earthly 
fiiendSf compased with the infinite Uesainga be^ 
atowednpon you by the SaTioar of mankind? £W 
na he came forth from the bos<»i of Ina Sternal: 
Father^ took upon himadf the focaa d n alaTei sob- 
jected himself to all the afflictiona and tnmUea of 
mortal men^ to poy^r^» di^rees^ ignommy, desith. 
For us he broke the bonda ^ death asunder^ stud 
arose a migh^ conquerer from tba iwikmi teiabi 
For us he ascended tmmphaiiti *' leading; oaptWitir: 
captive/' into the heaTenly maraiena^of evevlastaig 
bliss^ there to take possession of hia throne of- glory 
at the right hand of hia Ahnighty .Falher> and to 
pr^me mansicms for his dioaen servants.. For ua 
he seirt down upon the earth the Dime Faradete, 
the Third Person of the adorable Trimty^ te com.*- 
(q^ to fortifyi to direct the chosen d^ositenea of 
hi^ faith and prec^ts» and to ^aUethcm tto eata^ 
blinh thai; imperUhaUe fabric of unening wisdom^ 
thAjt im{mgnaUe fortress (^ truths against whickithe. 
gfj^ 9i hell, as they never ba.ve: been>.ao j&ey 
ne^en wiU be suffered ^ pre vaiL Fer/uathoiacQnt/ 
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atendy exertmg> with all die ardor of the most gloif'* 
mg zeal, the powerM mfluence of his intercessioii. 
Bj his infinite merits has the hand-writing of divine 
jwtice, which must otherwise have remained for 
ever against us, heen mercifully obUterated, and 
eur fcnfdted titles to everlasting haziness have 
been graciously restored. And by hun, in short, 
and tbrough him, and in him, is imparted to us eveiy 
i^iritual blessing in this life, and whatever we are 
^icouraged to hope for in the life to come. O, the 
inestimaUe riches of the incomprehensible good- 
neBS and mercy of our most loving Redeemer! 
Sueh is tke deceased Mend, who, in the person of 
an ind^ent Christian, recommends his brother to 
your protection and reKef. 

Take into your hands ike precious testament of 
that deceased friend, your cnLed Saviour. See, 
in that sacred depositary of his blessings conferred 
uponyou, that rtandinir memorial of his ineffablemer- 

out — the most earnest appeals to your chanty in 

ye therefore merciftil, as your Father also is merci- 
ful/' ^^ Give to him that asketh of thee, and from 
lum that would borrow of lliee turn not away'' <^ Sell 
what you possess and give ahns.' ^^Make to your- 
sdves bags which grow not old, a treasure in hea- 
ven which faileth not : where no thief approacheth, 
nor moth corrupteth." '^ Make to yourselves friends 
of the Mammon of iniquity, that when you c^iaU 
£ail| they may receive you into everlasting dwel^ 



382 

lings/' Such, and many more^ are the passages 
in that divine testament, in which yoor dear Re- 
deemer has committed, with the most earnest soli- 
citude, his and your necessitous and softeiing breth- 
ren, to your care and protection. To giro to his 
exhortations and commands a still greater wdight, 
he has annexed to your compliance with them, the 
liberal promise of an abundant reccmipense : for 
he has pledged his word that '' whosoev^ givetfi 
only a cup of cold water to a disciple shall not be 
without his reward/' To exhortations and precepts, 
so strongly enforced, he has, moreoTer, added the 
practical lesson of his own example. In comfort- 
ing the afflicted, in healing diseases, in stipptyin^ 
the wants of the poor, and in similar works of mer- 
cy, He was perpetually employed. And liie most 
astonishing prodigies, which proved him to be Grei, 
proved him, at the same time, to be a God of mercy^ 
Of so fruitful and copious a nature » the subject 
at present under discussion, that, were I not appre- 
hensive of detaining you too long, I coidd say a 
^eat deal more upon it. I could make if appear, 
by the most irrefragable arguments, both frtMau rea- 
son and Scripture, that the po(Hr have a just and in- 
contestible claim on your charitable asssstanoe; 
and that what is generally considered to be an act 
of pure b^ievolence, is, properly and strictly q>eak- 
ing, a duty of indispensable obligation. I could 
«how you, moreover, tibat it is among the most ef- 
fectual means of dispomig the Almighty in your 
&LYory of deprecating his wrath, of effiicnig iSse 
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it due to mn, and of drawing down upon 
you the mercy of hearen : for that *^ alnii^ying 
ddiyetr^ from deaths and purgeth awaj sins, and 
maketh to find mercy and life everlasting/' (To- 
bias, c. xii. V. 9.) I could point out to you a Le- 
yite censored, and a Samaritan ccmmiended ; a rich 
glutton consigned to eternal torments, and a Ro- 
man Centurion called to the ^sdth — ^the former, in 
each instance, for their violatbn, the latter, for their 
dbservance, of this important precept I could cite 
to you the numerous examples of the pious and 
g«^ of «,«y .g. -Hi «J-^d ,«L.H, f 
that admirable model of Christian Churches, the 
H(dy Church of Jenundem — ^where all were one 
heart and one soul ; and the treasures of the rich 
were distributed to supf^ the necessities of the 
poor. Finally — ^thundering in your ears the dread- 
fdl sentenee of reprobatioD pronounced, in Holy 
Writ, against the hard^iearted and unfeeling, and 
soothing your souls with the gaitle accents of com- 
fort in which the humane and charitable are invi- 
ted, by Jesus Christ, to take possesskxn of the king- 
dom of his Father, prepared for them from the 
fimmdation of the world — ^I could demonstrate to 
you, that by your neglect or discharge of the mo- 
mentous duty of Almsgiving, your everlasting des- 
tiny will be materially affected. But already, I 
fear, I have presumed too much on the indulgence 
of your attention. 

Oh ! then, my friends, let no one this day un^^ 
feelingly pass by the little box destined to receive 
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the pons dole of your eleemosjmaxy contfftatums. 
Tom not your eyes away from it, after the example 
of the inhmnan Levite : imitate, rather, the cha- 
ritable Samaritan, Approach and read the shmrt 
but pathetic appeal inscribed npon it, ^' Pray, re- 
member the poor.'* Oh! remember tl^m, my 
Mends — do yon at least remember them — f<»r by 
many they are forgotten. They are coxmected 
with yon by tiie most sacred ties. They are jonr 
brethren in Jesns Christ, and feUow-m^tnbers of 
his myatic body. Are not these tities sufficient to 
esdte yonr compassion, and to caU into exercise 
your charitable dkpositbns ? Imagine you behold 
them there, in all the sad variety of woe> exposing 
to you, in plaintire accmits, their deploraUe calami^ 
ties; falling on their knees in the humble attitude 
of snppKcation ; stretching out their aims, impkn 
ring with sobs, and tears, and sighs^ some small 
alleviation of the greatness of their distress, and 
j^mising you, in leturo, to send op daily^ be£we 
the throne of mercy, their petitions in yomr behalf . 
<^ Pray, remCTiber the poor." Think, you there d»- 
cover, in the midst of thcon, the U^sBod Jems hiOi^ 
self, strengthening, by his earnest pfayer, their pi^ 
teous appeal, and enfoicing it by every mottre- 
w4neh can entitie him to your regard. In tUs 
manner may he be Conceived to address you : ^^]kfy 
choscaoi people--*^my deaily beloved guests-^-^of « tsf 
tabk— brethren—friends, — ^I have^eeaifMaimi on 
the midtitude.' Do you also have compassicm on i it; • 
Hv&y art faangiy and thirsty, they axi^ C(M >aadr 
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comfortless. Do not, I entreat you, abandon them 
in their necesnties. Do not harden jomr hearts to 
iheir entreaties. Should their attempts to move 
yoa be ineiectual, let not my endearours, at least, 
be vain — ^the endeavours of your loving Jesusw 
Whatsoever you do for themy I consider m dmie 
for myself. Oh ! despise not, at least, my jmayer. 
Refuse not, I beseech you, my request When you 
were plunged in the depth of misery, I did not 
avert nrjT countenance from yov. Oh! no; I looked 
down upon you with an eye of pity. I came forth 
spontaneously to your assistance. I rescued you 
from the unfathomable abyss. For you I suffered 
e¥ery species of ignominy. For you I bled at every 
pore. Foar you I underwent the disgracefol fate of 
the Tilest malefactor. I was wounded, that you 
nugfat be healed. I died, that you might live. Can 
aaaiy greater love be conceived, than that a man lay 
down his 1^ for his friends ? See, in my handft 
and feet, die prints of the nails. Lo ! where the 
spear entered my side ! Thence did my life's blood 
gush finrth in purple streams. That when absent 
from you I might not leave you in the destitute 
state of unprotected ocphans, I have sent down 
among you the Holy Spirit, to be your guide and 
comforter. Absent from you ? Oh! no; fornoir 
that you are assembled in my name, I am here m 
the midst of you. A few mimites, and your ^altatf 
will be dignified by my c<»rporeal preaenoe. A km 
minutes, and you will behodd me, devated and ti^^ 
posed to your view, presenting for you my petitmis 
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to my Eternal Father. As then, my dearly beloved, 
I have not forgotten you, do not you foi^et your 
indigent and afflicted brethren : ^ Remember' — oh ! 
do> — ^ pray, remember the poor.' " Fadier of mer- 
cies, and Grod of all consolation, manifest, I beseech 
thee, this day, thy paternal tenderness in behalf of 
thy poor and distressed children. Infuse, into the 
compassionate hearts of all who are here assemUed^ 
the efficacious influence of thy all-powerful grace. 
Grant, moreover, I pray, that all who this day con- 
tribute to the relief of the needy and distressed, 
may, in return, be rewarded with thy choieest Ues- 
sings; that, conformably to thy hdy word, their l^ri; 
may break forth as the morning, that their health 
may speedily arise, that their justice may go be- 
fore their &ce, and that thy glory, O Lord, may, 
hereafter, gather them up. 
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SERMON XVII. 

ON DETRACTION. 

If any man think himself to be religious, not bridling hi» 
tongue, but deceiving his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 
James, e, i. v. 26. 

It i5 imposaible, my friends, to form a stronger and 
more lively conception of the baleM infiuence of 
detracticm; than that which is conveyed to our minds 
in the wor& of the text; since they represent it ta 
ua as blasting, by its maUgnily, aU the goodly fruit 
whidi the cultivation of religion is calculated to 
produce. Yes, my friends, although you may be, 
m other respects, punctiliously exaet in the dis- 
dutrge of your religioua dutks^^though ^^you have 
ftuth sufficient to move mountains'' — ^thoi^h ^you 
refrain from carnal desires which war against the 
soul" — though the warmest sentiments of devotion 
animate your heart^though fedingly you com- 
passionate the woes of your soffering fdlow-creatures, 
and liberally i^ieve their want»— yet if, negleeting 
to restrain the Ucentiousness of your tongues, you 
criminally indulge them to the prejudice of your 
neighbour's reputation, and still imagine yourselyes 
to be religious, you are, indeed^ miserably deceived ; 
since the Apostle hunself assures you that your reli- 
gion is a chimera : ^^ If any man think himself to be 
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rdigicms, not faridfing his tongue^ bat deceiTU^ his 
own heart, this man^s religion is Tain." I know 
not, my Mends, if ever you have been accustomed 
to consider the vice of detraction in that heinous 
point of view in which it is here presented to you. 
But if you have not, I exhort you to make it this 
day the subject of your most serious attention. 
Will you, in particular, my pious M^ids — you who 
are otherwise so scrupulously exact in complying 
with every obligation of your holy religion — ^who 
are so laudably cautious in avoiding every occasion 
from whidi your purity may be exposed to incur 
the least blemish — who resist so courageously the 
various temptations by which your virtue is Jfre- 
qu^itly assailed — whose thoughts are wont to soar 
to the regions of everksting bliss, theie to range 
amidst objects of transcendent excellence — whose 
delight b to meditate on the law of the Lord — 
whose feelings are so severely wounded by ti^ in- 
sults uttered against it by the impety of the infi- 
del, or the violations which it eipmences firom 
the corrupt j^ractices of the libertine; — ^will you, 
I say, my pious Mends, allow yourselves to be de- 
prived of the benefits of so much piety and vir- 
tue, by the intemperate gratification of your un- 
govemed tongues ? Yet you cannot be ignorant 
that the enemies of religion, in order to raider it 
odious, are fond of representing detraction as a vice 
to which those are peculiarly addicted who are 
eminently distinguished by their punctuality, zeal, 
and f<»rvor, in exercises of devotion. Perfaape, too 
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my firiei^ it may be wkli isgret acknowledged, 
that petsons whose demeanour is, in other respects, 
exemplary and edifying, are not always sofficiently 
upon their guard in this particular. God forbid, 
however, my devout ftiends, that in addressing my*^ 
sdf to you on the present occasion, it should be 
my design to unite with the enemies of the cross of 
Christ, in letting fall the most distant insinuation 
in any manner disrespectful to the cause of piety, 
which I admire and honour. The Cbreat Searcher 
of hearts — ^&om whose all-pervading eye no secret 
lurks concealed — ^knows tkit <^er motives actuate 
my breast. He w^ knows, that, &r £nnn wishing 
to depreciate your partiality for devotional exercises, 
I am anxious, on the contrary, to remove from de^ 
votion the odium under which it is apt to labour, in 
consequence of the injunouA imputations of its^^ ad** 
v^rsaries, and thus to eattort from the lips of ev^i 
the most prejudiced and profane, a reluctant tribute 
of admiration and applause. But let it not be 
thought that, in disoiursing this day, on the sub- 
ject of detraction, I mean to direct my observations 
upcm it to such among my present hearers who are 
mo^t remarkaHe for the fervor of ^ their piety. 
There are other individuals of a very different de- 
scription—men whose affectio^is are absorbed by 
earthly concerns-— men whose shearts are depraved, . 
and "whose tongues," in ti|ie language of St,, 
James, " are ftdl of dead^ poison," — to Whom I 
widh to paint, in a|| the l^ocrojB (rf its intrinsic >4e- 
foraaity — ^this mo^ dete^ble of vices* To perw^ tS 
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this character — ^were I gifted with powers of language 
adequate to the impression which I feel this moment 
from the contemplation of tlieir base and criminal 
conduct — ^I would depicture the vice of detraction 
in such frightful colors as should cause them to turn 
from it with horror^ and to shun it as they would an 
atrocious monster. But, conscious of my deficiency 
in this respect, I humbly entreat the Father of 
mercies to supply it by the assistance of his hea- 
venly grace, whilst, in addressing you on the sub- 
ject of this most odious of vices, I endeavour to 
point out to you the delusive artifices employed to 
disguise it, — to refiite the fallacious arguments 
alleged in its defence, — to expose the evils of which 
it is productive, — ^and, finally, to make it appear, 
that it renders those who are addicted to it objects 
of detestation, both to God and man. 

There is no disorder more generally prevailing, 
or more pernicious, perhaps, in its consequences, 
than detraction. By it every rank and condition 
in life is more or less infected. It pervades, in a 
greater or less degree, the circles of the poor and of 
the rich, of the ignorant and of the learned, of the 
old and of the young, of the weaker as weU as of 
the stronger sex, of men of business, and of men of 
pleasure ; and grant, O God, that even thy sanc- 
tuary remain untainted by its pestilential influence. 
Sometimes it is seen to stalk abroad with an open 
and fearless countenance, levelling, without distinc- 
tion, its destnictive blows at every object which 
presents itself before it. But it is wont more fre- 
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quently to mask itself under a variety of assumed 
disguises^ in order thereby to conceal its malignity^ 
and to proceed more successfully in the execution 
of its projects. Various are tke artifices employed 
by men to shield themselves firom infamy, whilst 
they aim at traducing the reputation of their neigh- 
bours. They firequenily begin their attack by ex- 
tolling their own good qualities. Self-commenda- 
tion glitters in the van. They — ^if we will believe 
them — ^are humane, forsooth, and charitable. They 
have no inclination — ^no, not they — ^to depreciate 
any man's character ; they compassionate, firom 
their hearts, the failings of their fellow-creatures, 
and are willing to do homage to merit wherever 
they discover it. Secure, as they imagine, by this 
hypocritical preamble of affected candor, from every 
imputation of malevolence, they open their masked 
batteries of defamatory reports, artful insinuations, 
misconstructions, misrepresentations, calumnies, 
against the characters of their absent neighbours, 
whom, if present, they would not dare to assail. 
Nor are they wanting in pretexts to give a plausible 
coloring to this their dastardly conduct. They do 
not, they say, utter a single expression which can 
affect the moral character of the object of their ani- 
madversion. They confine themselves entirely to 
certain personal defects, in which there is no real cri- 
minality. They speak only of the uncouthness of his 
manners— of the awkwardness of his address — of 
his deficiency in prudence — of liis want of under- 
standing ; but nothing derogatory to his reputation 
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for goodness of heart. If^ however^ thej proceed 
farther, and charge him with matters of a criminal 
nature, with vices of the Uackest dye ; with dishon- 
esty, intemperance, or libertinism, for instance, why, 
they say nothing but what is already matter of pub- 
lic notoriety, — ^nothing but what is already the topic 
of general conversation. Besides, they contmue, 
what would become of morality and religion, if the 
profligate and impious were permitted to go un- 
punished? — ^were they suffered to enjoy unmo- 
lested the firuits of their iniquities ? — ^to triumph*m 
their crimes ?— did no zealous advocate for the law 
of God step boldly forward, strenuously espouse its 
cause against the violators of it, and brand them 
with dishonor ? 

Such, my Mends, are the fallacious pretences in- 
vented by the Detractor in justification of his con- 
duct. But his pretences are as flimsy as they are 
fallacious. For, in the first place, admitting the 
subjects of his ridicule or censure to be defects by 
which the moral character is in no way affected, 
are there no failings but such as involve in their 
nature some degree of moral turpitude, which have a 
tendency to injure and to degrade a man ? Were the 
judgments of men conformable in all things to the 
judgment of God, virtue, I acknowledge, would then 
be considered as the sole title to respect and esteem} 
and vice, alone, would be stigmatised with disgrace 
and infamy. But we must take men as they are ; 
we must take them with all that variety of prejudi- 
ces and passions which they cany about them j we 
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must accommodate, in some measure, our behaviour 
to the imperfections of their nature, and not suffer 
ourselves to be governed, in our intercourse with 
mankind, by delusive ideas of speculative perfection. 
Now, does not experience teach us that there are 
also many other defects, whether in person, in man- 
ners, or in understending, which surely axe not 
crimes, but which, nevertheless, are too generally 
treated with unsparing severity ? Does it not even 
teach us that the former are oftentimes connived 
at — I had almost said extolled — ^whilst no mercy 
whatever is extended to the latter ? Flimsy, then, 
T repeat, is the excuse for his uncharitable loquacity, 
derived VU.«De.r.cU„ ft™ U.e wan. of criJ. 
nality in the failings on which he is wont to dwell, 
observed, as they are, to operate to the prejudice 
of those who are known to possess them. 

Nor is the plea o{ public notoriety a more legiti- 
mate apology for the exposition of guilt. What ! my 
friends, because the faults of an unfortunate fellow- 
creature happen to be exposed to the public eye, 
are you to be therefore industriously occupied in 
calling to them the public attention ? Is it kind ? 
— ^is it humane ? Is it not rather cruel and bar- 
barous in the extreme, to take a malicious pleasure 
in probing continually a bleeding wound, which 
time and circumstances might otherwise have con- 
tributed to heal ? Would you not act much more 
consistently with your duty, both as men and Chris- 
tians, by endeavouring to promote its cure ? His 
crimes, you say, axe notorious. But his subsequent 
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conduct may, for siof^ yon know, have ^aced 
the remembrance of them from the minds of men, 
when yon, by your officions garrulity, renewed their 
impressions. His reputation was, parfaaps, emer- 
ging frmn the dark gloom with which it had be^i 
overcast; it may have been gradnaUy recovering 
its ancient brightness ; honor and fame may have 
begun to difiuse around it their illnminating beams, 
when the noxious influence of your unlnidled 
tongues plunged it back again, with in&my, into 
the idiades of an eclipse. Moreover, my friends, if 
the crimes on which you insist be, as you pretend, 
already notorious, why bring them forward again ? 
What necessity of repeating an odious and mdan- 
choly tale, calculated, one would think, to give pain 
to ^every generous and feeling heart ? Is every 
other subject of conversation exhausted to that de- 
gree that the deficiency is not to be supplied but at 
the expense of your neighbour's reputation ? CNh ! 
if it be true— «8 unquestionably it is — ^that we shall 
be called hereafter to a strict account for ev^y idle 
word, how rigorous a judgment are not they to 
expect at the awftd tribunal of divine justice, whose 
words are productive of such baneful consequences? 
But the interest, it seems, of morality and rdi- 
gion must also be called in to suppcHrt the cause of 
detraction. My God ! what an impious profana- 
tion is this! Was there ever a more shameless 
prostitution of names so sacred and vei^rable? 
Morality and religion! Is it for the interest of 
morality to familiarise the minds of men with 
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crimes, by presentii^ fhem incessandy to their 
view? Is it for the interest of moraEty, by 
publishing your neiglibotir's faults to the world, 
to r^more one of the strongest barriers to his yici- 
ous career arising from the fear of detection ? Is 
it for the interest of morality, by depriving him of 
his honor, to make him regardless of the opinions 
of men, and to harden him in his excesses, by ren^ 
dering him desperate ? Or, is religion benefitted 
by acting in opposition to its animating spirit, 
which is a spirit of charity ? — ^by an open violation 
of one of its injmictions, which commands us t» act 
towards others, as we would wish others to act to- 
wards us ? — or by giving occasion to its enemies 
to impute maxims to it which it never ceases to 
condemn ? 

But the tree may be known from its firuits. Let 
us therefore proceed, in order to form a correct no- 
tion of detraction, to examine the firuits which it 
produces. What engenders in the breasts of men 
the most implacable hatred and resentment ? — ^De- 
traction. What disseminates in families the seeds 
of discord, destroys confidence, creates aversions, 
excites contentions between husbands and wives, 
parents and children, brothers and sisters ; and poi- 
sons all the comforts of domestic intercourse ? — De- 
traction. What, by infiising into the minds of men 
a spirit of disaffection and distrust, rouses them to 
rebellion against their lawfiil rulers, and disturbs 
the peace and order of society ? — Detraction. What 
firustrates in the poor the exertions of industry. 
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obstnuAs die advancemqit of the rich, roms the 
trad66maii*8 credit, obscures the histre of the most 
meritoriotis achievemmts, prevents the minister oi 
the Goqpel frimi exerting succes^iilly his zeal in 
the discharge of his sacred fiuict»)ns ? — ^Detraction. 
What provokes the fury of the enraged dnelHst, 
and stimulates him, in opposition to the sentiments 
of hmnanily , and the dictates of conscience, to aim 
at taking away the life of a neighbour, at the haz* 
ard of his own ? — ^Detraction. And, finally — ^for 
it were endless to enumerate the infinite variety of 
pernicious consequences emanating fix)m this pr^- 
nant source of evils — what is it which has d^ra- 
ded so much the character of our Holy Bdigion in 
the estimation of our dissenting brethren, and drawn 
down upon it that load of odium under which it la- 
bours, by misrepresenting its tenets^ disfiguring its 
precepts, and laying unjustly to its account a blad£ 
catalogue of infamous and abominable chaj^ea, 
which it repeb, condemns, and execrates, with 
horror, but Detraction — ^tbe diafHiUoal* vice of 
Detracticm? 

* I use the epithet advisedly, for the Greek word, i^ap6Xof, from 
which it is derived, means, etymologicaily, either a detractor or 
a false accuser. And in this sense it is used by St. Paul in his 
first epistle to Timothy (1 Tim., c. iiL t?. 11.}, and in his epis- 
tle to Titus (Titus, c. ii. v. 3.), in which, speaking of females 
to be admitted into a particular situation in the church, he re- 
quiies> as one condition of their admission, that they be not de- 
tractors or false accusers, fui iiafiox^g, which is translated in the 
Vulgate, detrahentes, in the first instance, and criminatrices, in 
the SQcond. 

It is remarkable enough that the first time in which the 
Devil is spoken of in the Squared Scriptures, he is actually in- 
troduced m the character of a detractor, or false accuser, and 
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Add to the ravages occasioned in social and do- 
mestic life bj ibis prolific parent of mischief, the 
extrane difficulty of repairing them. If, heated 
by passion, you had rashly inflicted a wound on the 
body of your neighbour j or if, by fraud or violence, 
you had robbed him of his property, you might still 
Lveitinyourpowerto nLe^Le^tisfac- 
tion for th JinjuS^s you had done him, by furnish, 
ing him with a remedy to heal his womid^ and re- 
storing to him the fruits of your unjust spoliation. 
But how will you remove the consequences of De- 
tractbn ? Wh^re will you find a remedy adequate 
to the cure of that fatal stah which your tongues, 
like envenomed da^ers, have given to his charac- 
ter ? What means have you in your possession of en- 
abling him to recover his good name^ that invaluable 
treasure^ more precious far to him than all the riches 
of the earth, and which all the riches of the earth are 
insufficient to redeem from the disgrace and infamy 
to which you have consigned it ? Do you think, 
that by retracting your past injurious assertions, by 
endeavouring as much as possible to extenuate 
and excuse the defects you had before exposed, and 
by expatiating on his merits, you will be able to re- 



that even of God himself, blasphemously charging Him with 
falsehood, in telling Eve that if she eat of the forbidden fruit 
she should die : ** And the serpent said to the woman : No, you 
shall not die the death. For God doth know that in what day 
soever you shall eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened : and 
you shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." (Gbn., c. iiL v. 
4, 5.) May not this circumstance, perhaps, have induced the 
authors of the Septuagint Version to translate the Hebrew word, 

ftOt) Satan, Aic^)^, Diaholus. 
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move the effects oi your fonn^ obloquy, and to re- 
store to his character its pristine lustnre ? Alas ! 
my Mends, you are indeed greatly deceived, if you 
imagine that the pernicious consequences of Detrac- 
tion are so eosSLj remedied. It is mudi less diffi- 
cult to make an unfavorable impression on tibe 
minds of men, in the first instance, than to efface 
it, in the second. For, in tbe first instance, you 
meet with a variety of malignant passions which 
fietvour your uncharitable attempt; but, in the second 
you experience, fi*om the same quarter, an obstinate 
resistance. And, although even at length you 
should apparently succeed, by your ingenious arti- 
fices, in re-establishing in their esteem your ndgh- 
bour's injured name, you will never be able to era- 
dicate completely fix)m their breasts the prejudices 
you have caused them to conceive against him, 
which will unavoidably operate as obstructions to 
his recovery in their estimation of his f<Hin^ credit 
You may heal the wound, but the {(car will remain. 
Besides, my Mends, the baneful effects of de- 
traction are more ext^isive, perhaps, tiian you are 
aware of. Their spread is at once both wide and 
rapid ; and it is usually accompanied witha variety 
of aggravating circumstances. The defamatory re- 
port, intimation, or suspicion uttered by you in one 
circle, is quickly repeated in many others. And 
every individual, in each circle in which it is re- 
peated, becomes an additional vehicle to promote tlie 
extent and rapidity of its progress. In passing 
irom tongue to tongue it commonly acquires a de- 
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gree of augmentatioii proportionate and conge- 
nial to the violence^ as well as to the nature, of the 
particular passions whkh actuate the breast of each 
individuaL And though its source, like those of 
large rivers, diould appear trifling and insignificant, 
yet, conveyed through a multiplicity of different 
channels, and swoln as it advances by the progres- 
sive influx of tributary streams which it meets in 
its course, it forms at length a foaming and impet- 
uous torrent, bearing down before it every opposi- 
tion, and difiusing itself around with unbounded 
liiry. And thus, what, in its origin, was no more, 
perhaps, than an oblique insinuation, an uncertain 
conjecture, or suq>icion, communicated in private to 
a small number of the companions of your leisure 
hours, becomes at last a matter of the most serious 
consequence — an imputation of enormous guilt, a 
positive and public condemnation, and a stigma of 
indelible in&my on the character of yoiu: neigh- 
bour. Tell me, then, my Mends, in what manner 
will you proceed, after this, to make him reparation 
for tie ^ng you have done him? How Ll you 
wipe from his reputation the ignominious blot which 
you have cast upon it ? How will you restore to him 
the invaluable possessbn of his lost honor? Will you 
step forward, alone, and oppose the feeble efibrts of 
one poor solitary voice, to the clamors of multitudes 
combined against him ? Do you think that your 
accents wiU gain admittance to their ears ?— or, if 
heard, will they be attended to ? On what ground 
will you undertake his defence ? Will you state 
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diat the rqKnrts, wbich have circulated to his dis- 
paragement, originated in yau? — that they were 
false, perhaps; or that if not false, they were at least 
exaggerated, and that, ther^ore, yon wish to recall 
them ? — or, by enumerating his virtues, will you en- 
deavour to counteract the publication of his defects ? 
Examine, impartially, your hearts, my Mends, and 
say, if seriously you feel yourselves animated with 
that degree of moral courage necessary to stimu- 
late you to such heroic exertions ? Are you pre- 
pared to sacrifice to the reparation of your neigh- 
bour's honor the dearest interests of your self-love? 
Have you resolution to surmount the formidable 
obstacles opposed, by the passions, to so laudable a 
design ? — by pride, vanity, or the fear, perhaps, of 
re-establishing the character of your neighbour on 
the ruins of your own ? Be assured, my Mends, that 
such magnanimous efforts are not to be made with- 
out extraordinary assistance from above. Judge^ 
then, from the extensive mischiefs occasioned by 
detraction, and the extreme difficulty of repairing 
them, how detestable a vice it is, and how cautious 
you should be to avoid it. 

The Detractor is likewise termed, in Scripture, 
" the abomination of men.'* (Prov., c. ix. v. 24.) 
Nor is it surprising. For what character can be more 
odious than that of a man to whose censure every 
individual is exposed ? — from which no one, of what- 
ever rank, sex, or condition, can say he is secure ? 
What more odious than an arrogant self-appointed 
judge, citing all, without distinction, before his ar- 
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bitrary tribunal, frying, with inquisitorial rigor, into 
their defects, aggravating them, with the dark co* 
lourings of his own malignant exaggeratiims, and 
pronouncing against them, without authority as 
without mercy, the sentence suggested to hun by 
his prejudices and passions ? A character of this 
description seldom fails of being an object of aver-* 
sion and of dread even to those who hitherto may 
have had the good fortune to escape the effects of 
his malevolence. For, whoever they may be, they 
cannot be ignorant that they have their foibles as 
well as others ; that they too have their vulnerable 
parts, in which they are liable to be wounded by the 
Detractor^s shafts: when, therefore, they behold 
others falling promiscuously around them, they can-* 
not but tremble for themselves; they cannot but 
tremble lest they too may be numbered at length 
among the victims of his destructive rage. Hence 
do they generally abhor and shun him as one to 
whom it is dangerous to be known-*as one who 
spares nor Mend nor foe — aa a scourge, a pest, 
or whatever else is accustomed to excite in their 
breasts the strongest emotions of terror and abhor- 
rence. ^^ He who assails the character of an absent 
fii^id, that man is black f^ Roman, beware of him/' 
were the glowing terms in which an degaut anr* 
cient writer vented hb indignation against ads com^ 
mon enemy of the human race. And the energetic 
langus^e of the royal Psalmist, which likens bi» 
throat to a yawning sepulchre disgorging vapors 

^ Hjic Biger est s hxuMS tu Romaae, caveto.*— *Hoaac£. 
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of putrefaction, (Psalm t. v. 9), presents to our 
minds a striking image of whatever is most caku- 
Uted to ib^ire us with disgust and horror. 

Detractors, moreoTer, are spedficalfy classed, by 
St Paul in his episde to the Romans, with those 
whom he pronounces to be ^^Imteful to God." (Rom. 
c. i. V. 30.) Nor can this be a subject of wonder 
to us, if we consider how direcUj opposed their con- 
duct is to God's holy will, as revealed to us in the 
CWian du,««.^. t. the sprit «Ucl> it .uuTer- 
sally breathes, to the maxims and precepts which it 
perpetually inculcates, to the bright example exhibit- 
ed to our view, and proposed to our imitation, in the 
person of him who came upon the earth, not only 
to be our mediator and teacher, but to be our model 
also, in the reg^ulation of our lives. The spirit of 
Christianity is a spirit of charity. Ttsmaximsand 
precepts Lmmid and enjol most forcibly the 
LZtion of mutual forbearice, of condescens^^^^ 
meekness, humilily, benignity, love ; on which the 
peace, comfort, and harmony of mankind so greatty 
dq>rad. " Put ye on tlieanefore,"say8 St Paul," as the 
dect of God, holy and beloved; the bowels of mer- 
cy, bmgnity, humiUly, modesty, patience, bearing 
^th3n!ther, a Jfoigiving one Mother, if any 
have complaint against another. Even as the Lord 
hath forgiven you, so do you also. But above all 
these things, have charity, which is the bond of 
perfection. And let the peace of Chiist triumph 
in your hearts, wherein also you are called in one 
body." (CoLOSs., c. iii. v. 12 — 15.) How feel- 
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ingly also does the Apostle express himsdf to the 
same purpose in his epistle to the Philippians. <^ If 
there be therefor^ any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of charity, if any fellowship of the spirit, 
if any bowels of ccmuniseration ; fulfil ye my joy, 
that you be all of one mind, having the same cha- 
rity, bemg of one accord, agreeing in sentiment 
Let notliing be done through strife or vain glory : 
but in humility, let each esteem others better than 
thomselves: each one not conddering the things 
that are his own, but those that are other men's. 
For let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus." (Philip., c. iii. v. 1 — 6.) And again in 
his epistle to the Galatians. ^' Brethren, and if a 
man be overtaken in any fault, you, who are spirit- 
ual, instruct such a one in the spirit of meekness, 
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear 
ye one another's burdens ; and so you shall fulfil 
the law of Christ.'* (Gal., c. vi. v. 1, 2.) ** And 
finally," says St. Peter, " be ye all of one mind, 
having compassion one for another, being lovers of 
the brotherhood, mercifid, modest, humble ; not ren- 
dering evil ioT evil,H)r railing for railing, but on the 
contrary, blessing : For unto this you are called, 
that you may inherit a blessing. For he tliat will 
love life, and see good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no 
guile." (1 Pet., c. iii. v^ 8 — 10.) In short, my 
friends, sentiments of similar import are to be found 
in almost every page of the sacred writings. '^ Learn 
of me" said our blessed Redeemer, ^^ because I am 
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meek and humble oS heart*' '^ Little chOdren,'' — 
such were the terms in whidi he addressed his dis- 
ciples, after his last sapp^, — ^''Little children, I giye 
you a new commandment : that you love one anotiber, 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
By this shall all men know that you are my disci- 
ples, if you have love one for another/' (John, 
c. xiii. V. 33 — 35.) Can there be a more striking 
contrast to this bright assemblage of lovely virteies 
so strongly inculcated in Holy Writ, and so con- 
spicuously displayed in the person of the Son of 
God, than that odious collection of vices, pride, an- 
ger, cruelty, malice, which contribute to constitute 
the character of the Detractor ? 

But the enormity of the vice of detraction is not 
only made to appear from its opposition to the saa- 
timents and spirit which pervade the Sacred Grades, 
it is also expressly condemned and reprobated by 
the latter in the most positive and fimnal terms. 
It is classed by St Paul, in his epistle to the Cor- 
inthians, amongst those sms which exclude from 
the kingdom of heaven : " Nor thieves, nor covet- 
ous, nor drunkards, nor revUers, nor extortion^cs, 
shall inherit the kingdom of God." ^^ Detract not 
one another,'' says St James ; ^' He that detractedi 
his brewer, or he that judgeth his brother, detract- 
etfa the law, and judgeth the law. But if thou judge 
the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge* 
There is one law-giver, and judge, that is able to 
destroy and to deliver. But who art thou that judg- 
est thy neighbour?" (James, c. iv. v. 11 — 13.) 
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The same Apostle hesitated not to say, that, '^ if any 
man sin not in word, the same is a p^fect man. 
And our Divine Redeemer — ^who, on other occa- 
sions, was all tenderness and commiseration in his 
behavionr to sinners; who is represented to ns under 
the mild image of a loving &ther going forth to 
meet the returning prodigal ; of a shepherd leaving 
his flock in pursuit of the solitary sheep that had 
gone astray; and who excused, with so much 
bounty, the cruelty of his enraged enemies who 
had pierced his hands and feet, and numbered all 
his bones— expressed himself in terms of the most 
vehement indignation, when the hideous foim of 
the Detractor presented itself to his view : ** And 
why," says he, " seest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye ; and seest not the beam that is in 
thy own eye ? Or how sayest thou to thy bro- 
ther : Let me cast the mote out of thy eye ; and 
behold a beam is in thy own eye ? Thou hypo- 
crite, cast out first the beam out of thy own eye, and 
then shalt thou see to cast out the mote out of 
thy brother's eye." (Matt., c. vii. v. 3 — 5.) 

Influenced by these considerations, let us be care- 
ful not to suffer a word to pass our lips which may 
possibly be detrimental to the reputation of our 
neighbour. If we turn our eyes upon ourselves, 
and examine impartially our own conduct, we shall 
there discover abundant matter to exercise our cen- 
sure; we shall there discern sufficient defects to 
induce us to make every indulgent allowance for 
those of others ; we shall there find a great deal to 
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improye, and much to c<»rrect To onrselves, Hiere- 
fore, to the proper regulation of our own conduct, 
1^ our primary attention be given; let us put 
our own aflbisB in order before we Ibink of med- 
dling with the concerns of odiers. Depend upon 
it, that by showing fortb in our lives tbe sanctity of 
our profession, by diq[daying to the view of our 
brethren Ae amiable virtues which distinguish a 
tme disdple of Christ, by treating thdr £eulings 
with tenderness and compassion, by ^ideavouring, 
as much as possiUe, to palliate and excuse tbem, 
and speaking to them the language of mild, 
kind, and gentle admonition, which charily in^ires, 
we shall contribute much more effectually to reform 
their lives, than by attempting to disgrace them 
in the estimation of the puUic. Thus, also, shall 
we practically vindicate the character of our holy 
rein from the degrading aspersions of infidek 
and libertines ; we shall expose it to the world in 
all its most captivating charms and native dignity, 
exhibiting it at once engaging and venerable. And 
wheix, having closed onr eyes to the shifting scenes 
of tbis life, we shall be summoned to take our trial 
at Ae awM bar of divine justice-mercy, cherub- 
tongued, will, like a powerful advocate, plead oar 
cause, and procure for us that inestimable Messing 
promised by om- Divine Saviour in his sermononthe 
Mount, when he said, ^^ Blessed axe the merdfiil, 
for they shall obtain mercy.'' 
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SERMON XVIII. 

URGENT AND ENCOURAGING MOTIVES 

SUGGESTED TO SINNERS TO RENOUNCE 

THEIR EVIL WAYS, AND TO RETURN 

TO THE LORD THEIR GOD. 



There shall be joy in heaven upon one sinner that doeth pen- 
ance, more than upon ninety-nine just who need not penance . 

hVKEfC. XV. v,7. 



The Scribes and Pharisees having signified, by 
their murmurs, their disapprobation of the conduct 
of our blessed Saviour, in associating with publi- 
cans and sinners, He replied to them in the follow- 
ing parable :— " What man of you that hath a hun- 
dred sheep ; and if he shall lose one of them, doth 
he not leave the ninety-nine in the desert, and go 
after that which was lost until he find it ? And 
when he hath found it, lay it upon his shoulders 
rejoicing ; and coming home, call together his 
Mends and neighbours, saying to them : Rejoice 
with me because I have found my sheep that was 
lost." By this parable our blessed Sa\iour clearly 
exposed the injustice of the construction which his 
malignant enemies had put upon his conduct ; since 
he plainly intimated by it that the sole object of 
that intercourse at which they were disposed to take 
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oieiice, was to reclaim giimers from their evil 
ways ; adding, moreover^ in the words of the 
text, for Ae encouragement of the latter, that their 
repentance and conversion will not fail to find a 
gracious acceptance at the throne of mercy : ^' So 
I say to you, there shall be joy in heaven upon one 
sinner that doeth penance, more than upon ninety* 
nine just who need not penance/' Yet, notwith- 
stan^ this positive assurance of pardon, hdld 
forth to sinners in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, pro- 
vided they sincerely repent of their past misdeeds, 
they are apt to be deterred, by a variety of consider- 
ations, from availing themselves of it. They have 
provoked, they say, in the first place, the anger of 
heaven to such a deinree, by the greatness and mul- 
tode of their cA^^ i lu.™ m.d«ed M ap- 
plication f(»r pardon, on their part, unavailing and 
hopeless. Their hearts, they add, in the second 
place, are so strongly attached to the pleasures of 
sensual indulgence, that it is totally out of their 
power to disengage them. And, finally, they sub- 
join, that the pressure upon their minds of their 
wcnrldly cares, sdicitudes, and troubles, is such as to 
render them altogether incapable of attending to 
the concerns of eternity. Such, my Mends, are 
the considerations by which many are prevented 
from profiting of the profiered mercy announced to 
them by their Divine Saviour ; to counteract whidi 
shall be the object of the discourse to which I have 
now to solicit the favor of your attenticm. 

If we take a comprehensive survey of the whole 
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economy of revealed religion, from its or^in to its 
consummation — if we trace it in its progress through 
each successive period of its existence — ^we shall 
observe in it, throughout, the most unequivocal 
maiis of a dispensation of mercy. Mercy was the 
soTurce from which it emanated, in the promise of a 
Redeemer who should crush the serpent's head, by 
frunishing a remedy to the deadly wound inflicted 
on our first parents, and entailed on their posterity, 
by the infernal deceiver. Mercy accompanied it 
in its progressive course through the writings of the 
prophets, which are assimilated, by St. Peter, to a 
light shining in a dark place, (2 Pet., c. i. v. 19) 
and shed a placid radiance around it. And when 
— on the actual appearance of the promised Re- 
deemer, compared, by the same Apostle, to the ri- 
sing of the day-star — ^the Angelic host chanted 
harmoniously their heavenly anthem of '^ Glory to 
God in the highest," the melodious notes of mercy 
were distinctly heard, sweetly warbling the glad 
tidings of " Peace on earth to men of good will :*' 
** And suddenly there was with the Angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly army praismg God, and 
saying. Glory to God in the highest, and peace oa 
earth to men of (rood will.'* On enterinir upon his 

sor, as the merciful lamb of (rod who taketh away 
the sins of the world. In the whole of his inter- 
course with mankind— in his words as weU as in 
his actions — ^mercy always appeared to be the ru- 
ling principle of his conduct. Whithersoever he 

x3 
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went, the dearest maoifedtations of his merdful 
dispositbn marked fab progress. The lame, tiie 
blind, the sick, the needy, the afflicted, bore every 
where testim(my to his craipasaionate tenderness. 
To implant in the hearts of his followers the same 
kind and commiserating temper, was the purpose 
to which his instractions were freqaea&y directed. 
The parables in which he seems to haye particnlarly 
delighted to exiubit himself to onr Tie w, are those 
in which mercy is the distingoisfamg chaiacteris- 
tic. The fieUher, the good Samaritan, the physi- 
cian, the shepherd, are only so many personified 
representations of the same endearing attribute. 
And the excess of his mercy, if I may be allowed 
the expressbn, which he difif)layed by his death 
for the Redemption of mankind, is beyond the leaick 
of human comprehension. 

Such, then, my Mends, being cleariy tiie design 
of mercy, which has distinguished tinroughout the 
revelations of the Most High — such, in particular, 
being the transcendent mercj manifested in yoiir 
behalf, by the Redeemer of mankind — ^what rati- 
onal doubLf forgiTeness and recondliation can poB^ 
sibly be entertained by the greatest of sinners, pro^ 
Tided they repent of their past transgressi(H», and 
enter, without delay, on a reformation of their con- 
duct ? Can you, in fact, suppose, without attribu- 
ting to your merciful Saviour the most glaringin- 
consist^Qcy of conduct, that he would have left his 
throne of glory, clothed himself with the garb of 
your mortality, subjected himself to the h 
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of joar nature^ and sufiered a cruel and ignomini- 
ous death, for the es^ress purpose of saving sinners 
from the wrath to come ; and that after so marvel- 
lous a display of unparalleled condescension, he 
would abandon them to their fate, and thus defeat 
the very end for which he condescended to submit 
to such xmBfe^^kMe hmnilialiona and sufferings ? 
Can you, without impioudy calling in question his 
unerring veracity, presume to set bounds to his marci- 
ffol disposition to pardon, whenhehimself haspositive- 
ly assured you that ^^ every sin and blasphemy ehail 
be forgiven" those who sincerely repent? Can 
you, ^thout offering the most ouLJus indignity 
to the tenderest attribute of his nature, indulge for 
a moment the sHghtest diffidence in the power and 
extent of its operations? Why then allow your 
minds to be clouded with the gloom of despondency ? 
Why hesitate to avail yourselves of the proffered 
mercy of your indulgent Saviour ? Are your trans- 
gressions so great and numerous as to exceed the 
immensity of infinite mercy ? How many illustri- 
ous penitents, who are now chanting the praises of 
their Creator among the glorious inhabitants of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, would have been eternally 
excluded from the bliss which at present they enjoy, 
had they yielded to the influence of such infernal 
suggestions ? The earth would not have been edi- 
fied by the conversion of a Magdalene, a Paul, an 
Augustin ; nor would heaven have been exhilar- 
ated by the spectacle of their repentance, had they 
suffered so baneful a sense of their delinquencies to 
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extingnifth in their breasts the hope of pardon. 
Should the moltitade of your offenoes, however 
great, ternfy you into a renundatiim of all expect- 
ation of ibrgiyeness> when St. John has deckuced, 
in unequivocal tenns, diat ^'the blood of Jesus 
Christ deanseth us from all sui,'' and that ^'if weo<»- 
fess our sins, beis faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all iniquity*' ? (1 John, 
c* L V. 7 — 9.) Or should tbe consideralicMi of 
their enormity, however aggravated, instigate you ^ 
to abandon yoursdves to the horrors of de^iair, 
when you are told, by the prophet Isaiah, that 
<< though your sins be red.as scarlet, they shall be 
made white as snow."? Is tbere any crime 
which is accustomed to impress your minds with 
deeper ideas of turpitude and malignity, than that 
of the sacrilegious murderers of the Son of God ? 
We read,nevertheless, in tbe third chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles, that St Peter, after having painted 
to them their atrodous deed in the blackest odors 
of language, far from abandoning them to the bale- 
ful horrors of despair, held out to them, on the con- 
trary, the consoling promise of forgiveness, as the 
certain effect of their repentance and converd<m : 
'^ Repent ye, tberefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out." (Acts, c, iii* v. 19.) 
Evident, then, it is — ^from the plan of divine mercy 
as disclosed to us in the Christian dispensation, as 
well as from tbe positive declaration of Holy Writ 
— that if you obtain not the remission of your sins, 
the cause will not be on the part of a God of mercy 
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rdbsing to pardon, but on the part of the mu^pent- 
ing sinner, refusing to be converted. 

Oh ! mj friends, if you will but lament with pen* 
itential sorrow, jour past misconduct towards your 
loving Saviour, jou will find him beyond measure 
o<mipas8ionate and merciful. His ears are ever 
open to the suppliant cries of your repentant hearts. 
His arms, like those of the most affectionate of pa- 
rents, are stretched fordi to clasp you in their fond 
embrace, the moment you lay aside your undutiful 
behaviour in his reg^d, and with mrfdgned a^ 
Wledgment of yo^crimes, with profo^d hu- 
imliation, and sincere compunction, you go back 
again to him, like the returning prodigal. What 
do I say ? Not only is he ready to listen propi- 
tiously to your penitent supplications, and to restore 
you to favor, but such, and so unexampled, is his 
infinite condescension and goodness, that he does 
not even hesitate to make, himself, the first over- 
tures to you, and to press you with the most earnest 
and feelLg importunes, to furnish him with an 
opportunity of manifesting his parental kindness 
in your behalf. For what else are all those various 
stimulatives by which he so frequently prompts you 
to renounce your evil ways, and to return to the 
path of duty — ^that anguish of remorse, for instance, 
— ^that internal sadness — ^those earthly afflictions— 
those disappointed hopes — ^those religious exhorta- 
tions which have made their way to your hearts- 
and a variety of other circumstances too numerous 
to be specified, — but so many anxious and pressing 
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solicitatkms of the Father of mercies and God of 
all consolation, urging yea to rep^itance and a 
change of life ? Will yon, then, my friends, can 
you — without confessing yourselves the most un- 
grateful, the most unnatural of children — still per- 
sist in withholding yonrselves from the embraces of 
so kind, so tender, so affectionate a Father ? 

And why would you act so base and profligate a 
part? Is there, in a state of habitual criminality, tint 
sati^action and deUgfat which should {Hrevent yoa 
from abandoning it ? Or, is the condition of the 
children of God less enviable than that of the chil- 
dren of the woild ? What is there in vice of so 
fascinating a nature, as to attach you so strongly to 
its service? What advantages does it impart? 
Does it make its votaries happy in the ^oyments 
which it affords ? Does it secure to them health 
of body, or content of mind? Does it assuage the 
troubles of their afflicted hearts, or d^nd them 
against the incursions of pain or sickness ? Does 
it heighten the joys of prosperity, or mitigate the 
sorrows of adversity ? Oh ! no ; the pleasures of 
vice are not by any means so beneficial in their in- 
fliuence. They are destructive, on the contrary, of 
ease and txanquilli^ of mind ; whilst, in the ammal 
economy, they frequently engender disease. The 
tran^ent emotions of sensual delight which they 
may poi^bly excite, are followed by 1»tt^ and per- 
manent remorse. They pois(m the arrows (^ mis- 
fortune with the venom of guilt ; and defeat the ef- 
ficacy of that healing balsam which religion is pre- 
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par^d to admimster to the afflicted and distressed* 
Tell me^ je unfortunate slaves of passion, if this be 
not a true deseriptaon of your sinful gratifications ? 
Tell me, if the transient and feverish elements 
of vice be not more tkm counterbalanced bj their 
attendant and subsequent sufferings ? I appeal to 
your own experience* What pleasure, I ask, have 
you derived firom the criminal indulgence of your 
mordinate inclinations, which has not cost you 
many a severe pang, and galling vexation ? How 
often, in the midst of your vicious excesses, does 
conscience — like the hand descried by the impious 
king of Babylon on the wall of his palace^ — affiigbt 
you with its terrific representations of your jruilt, 
Ld «ffi», . h«ria g^ .ye, yoor (pyert ^ 
rff«tm.ja.>d»ir£? H,^ LS j<m pi- 
vate moments — ^in those still, solitary intervals of 
dreary vacuity, when neither the occupations of 
business nor the amusements of pleasure eo^ros^ 
your attention-— do reflections the most painful and 
dejecting obtrude themselves upon your minds, and 
disturb your quiet ? What terror and dismay do 
they then excite, when they awaken within you the 
feightfol remembrance of the disorders of your past 
Uves, when they cause you to contemplate the hor- 
rors of your present state ; and, extending forward 
your minds beyond the boundaries of mortality, 
they lay open before you those dreadful scen^ of 
woe denounced, in Holy Writ, against the unre- 
penting sinner? And oh! what consternation 
must be produced within you by the awful conside- 

^ Daniel, c. v. v. 5. 
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tatioD of that uncertam mom^it, when you shall 
be summoned away to the worM of sprits, when 
all jour eartUj pleasures shall ranish for ever bom 
your view, when your riches shall be transferred to 
oilier hands, your fflory extininiished in the eiiades 

or eternal 4t. A io^Z^ed l<>the«<»b, 
and your souls^-oh ! dreadful, alarming thought — 
hurried instantly away to that tremendous bar^^ 
where slighted mercy shall be implored in vain, 
and inexorable justice dball be left to take its course! 
Are not these terrible and appaling reflections suf- 
fici^it to imbitter all the delights enjoyed by the 
smner in the gratification of his passions? Or can 
the pleasures of criminal indulgence, which are the 
noTer-failing sources of so mudi trouble and dis* 
quietude, be put in competition with those pure, ra- 
tional, dignified, and untroubled satisfactions, e^e- 
rienced by the servants of God in the &ithM ob* 
servance of his holy law P 

Contemplate those devoted adherents to the ser- 
vice of their maker. Survey th^n in every possi^ 
ble point of view. Look into the inward recesses 
of their hearts. Behold them in their cheerfiil mo- 
ments of social intercourse. Pursue them into their 
solitary retreats. Inspect narrowly their conduct 
in 7aie vrio.^ .^Lfnce,, »it».Ui<»«. <ud 
vidnitudes, wUdi maT posaiblv be&ll them: id 
gnoideex <mdm LwlinL; in affloence and in ,<h 
verty ; in sickness and in health ; and you will find 
them, beyond all others, content and happy. How 
can they be otherwise P Their breasts, being &ee 
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from all those tarbulent agitations which proceed 
from l3ie fary of migovemed passions, are neces- 
sarily the seats of tranquillity and order. Neither 
jealousy, nor envy, nor avarice, nor ambition, nor 
any other inordinate inclination is allowed to exer- 
dse over them its arbitrary dominion. But the law 
of the Lord — that grand, holy, and paramount rule 
of action, which is sorereign justice, sovereign wis- 
dom, and sovereign truth; which is the pure ema- 
nation of the divine mind, and the august expression 
of the divine will — is the governing principle of 
their souls, niumined by its celestial light, ani- 
mated by its enlivening spirit, actuated by its sacred 
impulse, they behold — ^in all its various transactions 
and events which take place on the surface of the 
earth, public or private, prosperous or calamitous, 
in tlie rise and fall of states and empires, in the 
exaltation and depression of families and individuals, 
in the afflictions of the virtuous and the prosperity 
of the wicked, and every other occurrence in human 
affidrs — so many links of connexion in one grand 
chain of causes and effects, ultimately terminating 
in the accraiplishment of the design of the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe : and, adoring in ^secret the 
mystmous ways of his providence, they acquiesce, 
with submission, in all his divine appointments, 
and are prepared to promote, to the utmost of their 
abilities, within the sphere assigned them, the man- 
ifestation of his glory. With views like these, 
thus exalted and enlarged, and an habitual temper 
of soul in coafonmty with them, nothing in nature 
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is capable of distmiMng the seremly of tiieir muids, 
cfr of occasioning (he least discnrder in tlie affections 
of their hearts. Loss of fortone, de^^ation of 
character, dereliction (^ &mids> persecution of 
blendes, or whaterer else, among the nmneroos 
misfortones incident to hmnanity, may fall to dieir 
lot, are endured by th^tn with patience and resig- 
nation. Their treasure is in heaven. Their wit- 
ness is on high. The sole a^robation which th^ 
are anxious to secure, is that of the impartial 
Searcher of hearts. His Mendship alone supplies 
abundantly the place of every earthly attachment 
And if he be for them, they care not who is s^aii^ 
them. And as, in adverdty, Iheir sufferings bear no 
comparison with those of worldlings ; so, in -pros- 
perity, thdr enjoyments are far more exquisite and 
exalted. The soothing testimony of a conscience 
void of reproach, with which those enjoyments are 
accompanied ; the heart-felt satisfaction of the devout 
affections with which they are seasoned; the love (tf 
the Being from whom they are gratdully ackiM>w- 
ledged to proceed, which endears them to th^ 
hearts; the dieering prospect (^,that glorious im- 
mortality, to the attainment of which they are made 
subservi^it; all contribute to enhance their value 
and to dignify their character. In a word, such, 
and so admirable, is the disposition of mind which 
distinguishes the servants of God, that to the goods 
of life it imparts the highest flavor of which they 
are susc^tiUe; gives to its evils every possible mi- 
tigation ; and by means peculiar to itself, converts 
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them into sources of spiritual adyantage. Even 
the tomb, moreover, itsdf, which by woildlings is 
usually considered with dread, as a dark and dreary 
dungeon of horror and desolaticm, is contemplated 
by God's fiedthful servants with triumphant exulta- 
tion, as the p(Mial (^immortali^ through which they 
are doomed to pass to the bright regions of eternal 
day. Surely, my friends, it must be allowed that 
the cmidition of p^:B(ms <^ this description is at all 
times preferable to that of the children <^ the world; 
that the satisfactions experienced in the cultivation 
of religion are superior, beyond comparison, to the 
low, miserable, and degrading enjoyments which 
result from the gratification of lawless appetites; 
and that, therefore, they present to the repenting 
sinner an ample compensation for Ihe renunciatiion 
o[ the fidse and deceitful pleasures, which derire 
the whole of their attractive influence from the de- 
pravity of his inclinations; and which a reformation 
of those inclinations, effectuated by the operation of 
divine grace, will enable him not only to abandon 
without reluctance, but to reject with disgust and 
horror. 

Nor should the multiplicity of earthly occupa- 
tions, the incessant cares and solicitudes whidi 
attend them, or the distressed condition to which 
you may possibly be reduced — which are oftentimes 
assi^ed by sinners as reasons for the neglect (^ 
religious duty — ^be deemed sufficient excuses fw 
r^naining in a state of sin, and refiidng to be recon- 
ciled to their offended maker. Alas! my friends. 
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what are all the most important olijects of your 
woridly pursuits, compared with that infinitely 
more momentous affoir of your eternal salvation ? 
What cares or solicitudes do your earthly occupa- 
tions occaaon, which the consideration of your ever- 
lasting interests should not excite with tenfold en- 
ergy ? Or, what proportion is there between the dis- 
tressed condition of a body labouring under the 
severest earthly calamities, and that of a soul groan- 
ing 'beneath the pressure of accumulated crimes ? 
^^ What will it profit a man, if he gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul/' What will it avail 
you to be solicitous, like Martha, about many things, 
if you do not, like Mary, attend to the one thing ne- 
cessary? Or ^^ what are all the afflictions and suffer- 
ings of this present time, light and momentary," 
when balanced in the scales of the sanctuary, against 
^^ that eternal weight of ^ory which shall be revealed 
in us,*' or against those excruciating torments which 
are endured for ever by unrepenting sinners in the 
dungeons of woe ? Think, moreover, oh ! think, on 
that unutterable satisfaction and delight which will 
spring up in your hearts, when you shall have fully 
completed the work of your reformation ; when you 
shall feel yourselves exonerated firom the burden 
of your crimes, which had before oppressed you 
with their galling weight ; when the worm of con- 
science, expelled firom your bosoms, shall cease to 
gnaw at the root of your tranquillity ; and all those 
black and gloomy reflections which are engendered 
by remorse, shall resi^ their place to thoughts 
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cheering and comfortable^ the genuine o&pring of 
innocence and virtue ; in a word, when you shall 
find yourselves released firom the chains of sin and 
the servitude of satan, and restored once more to 
liberty, to yourselves, to religion, and to God I 
Come then, my Mends, and, havinir earnestly pre- 

^Jce of God-, Hoty .JL^-^U.o». wMoh yo„r 
own endeavours would be unavailing and finutless — 
embrace, ere it be too late, the opportunity which 
is yet afforded you of being reconciled once more 
to the favor of the Almighty. Do not slight, with 
base ingratitude, the proffered mercy of indulgent 
Heaven. Suffer not the false and guilty pleasures 
of criminal indulgence to outweigh in your esti- 
mation the true and unadulterated satisfactions of 
innocence and virtue. Let not the cares and soli- 
citudes of earth stifle in your breasts all regard for 
the concerns of eternity. Be not deterred by ima- 
ginary difficulties in the work of conversion from 
prosecuting with energy so important an under- 
taking. Consider, on the one hand, the magnitude 
of the reward promised to those who sincerely re- 
pent; and the dreadful alternative on the other de- 
nounced against those who refuse to do penance. 
Defer not that to a future period which should occupy 
principally your immediate attention. Enter, without 
delay, on the momentous business. Persevere with 
constancy till you shall have brought ittoaconclusion. 
Your exertions, you may be assured, will not fail to be 
requited with ample compensations. Angels will 

Y 
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celebrate in joyful gtrains your successful efforts. 
Your own hearts will applaud them with the inward 
testimony of their conscious approbation. And the 
Eternal from on high will reward them with ihe 
smiles of his Divine countenance, which will be 
your comfort here, and an inexhaustible source of 
endless and ineffable happiness hereafter. 



323 



SERMON XIX. 



ON REPENTANCE. 



CONSIDERED A3 AN ESSENTIAL CONDITION TO THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS IN THE SACRAMENT 

OF PENANCE. 



Repent ye, therefore, aiid be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out Acts., c. iii. v. 19. 



These wcH-ds were addressed by St. Peter to the 
Jews, towards the close of an harangue delivered 
to them in the porch of the temple of Jerusa- 
lem, called the porch of Solomon, where they had 
assembled in consequence of a wonderful miracle 
which had just taken place, in the person of a mau 
who had been a cripple from his birth, the particu- 
lars of which are related in the Acts of the Apostles, 
in the following terms : — " Now Peter and John 
went up to the temple at the hour of prayer, being 
the ninth hour, and a certain man who was lame 
from his mother's womb was carried ; whom they 
laid every day at the gate of the temple which is 
called Beautiful, that he might ask alms of them 
that went into the temple. He, when he had seen 
Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked 
to receive an alms. But Peter with John fasten- 
ing his eyes upon him, said : Look upon us. But 

Y 2 
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he looked earnestly upon them^ hoping that he 
should receiye something of them. But Peter 
said : Silver and Gold I have none : but what 
I have, I give thee : In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, arise and walk. And, taking hun by 
the right hand, he lifted him up, and fortliwith his 
feet and soles received strength. And he, leaping 
up, stood, and walked, and went in with them into 
the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising 
God.*' (Acts, c. iii.) Anxious to disclaim, both 
for himself and for his colleague, all pretensions to 
that supernatural power— of which they were no 
more than the instruments — ^by which the cripple 
before them had recovered the use of his limbs, 
Peter hastened fearlessly to ascribe it to Him whom 
the Jews had iniquitously put to death, but to whose 
resurrection from the tomb they could both of them 
bear the most unobjectionable testimony from the 
clearest evidence of ocular demonstration. ** Ye 
men of Israel," said he, " why wonder you at this ? 
or why look you upon us, as if by our strength or 
power we had made this man to walk ? The Grod 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, the God of our fathers hath glorified his 
son Jesus, whom you indeed delivered up and 
denied before the face of Pilate, when he judged 
he should be released. But you denied the Holy 
one and the Just, and desired a murderer' to be 
granted unto you. But the Author of life you 
killed, whom God hath raised up from the dead, of 
which we are witnesses. And in the faith of his 
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name, this man whom you haye seen and know, 
hath his name strengthened ; and the faith which 
is by Him, hath given this perfect soundness 
in the sight of you all." What must naturally 
have been the feelings of the Jews on hearing the 
crucified Jesus thus proclaimed '^ the Son of God 
in power/' and themselves denounced as his mur- 
derers ? Must they not have been prepared to ex- 
pect the severest sentence of condemnation to be 
about to be pronounced upon them for their atro- 
dous deed? Very diflferent, however, was the hm- 
guage of Peter. For — ^like his own Divine Master, 
who, when he was suffering the most cruel torments 
from his enraged enemies, prayed ferventiy to his 
Heavenly Father to forgive them, because they 
knew not what they did — ^he pleaded their ignorance 
on the present occasion, in mitigation of their guilt, 
and encouraged them to hope for pardon, on their 
repentance and conversion, assuring them that their 
sins, though red as scarlet — crimsoned as they were 
with the blood of the world's Redeemer — ^would, 
nevertheless, on their compliance with those con- 
ditions, be completely obliterated : ** Repent ye, 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out." How consoling the intelligence which 
is here conveyed to sinners, that however great their 
crimes may have been — ^that although, like the Jews, 
" they should have crucified again to themselves the 
Son of God, and made a mockery of him," — ^yet 
they are not excluded firom the Divine mercy ! The 
exercise of that mercy in his name has been con- 

y3 
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Med by Christ to thoi^ in whom, to use ike bu-* 
goage of the Apostle, <^ he hath placed the word oi 
reconciliation/* (2 Corr., c. y. v. 10.) But that 
word of reconciliation will be as ineffectual for its 
intended purpose as the sounding brass ortiie tink- 
ling cymbal, unless the hearts of those to whom it 
is addressed be penetrated with sentiments of sin- 
cere repentance, on the nature and effects of which' 
I have now to reqtiest your patient attention to the 
observations I am about to make, in the sequel of 
this discourse. 

Amongst all the yarious misrepresentations and 
calumnies which hare been propagated against the 
Catholic religion by the ignorance or prejudice, not 
to say the malice of its enemies, there is none, per- 
haps, more hateful in itself or more pernicious in 
its tendency, than that which ascribes to those who 
are attached to it tiie doctrine of pardon tvithout 
repentance. It has often, you know, been said — 
and it is more than probable that many of my pre- 
sent hearers have witnessed the assertion — that the 
most abandoned sinner amongst us, after a dissolute 
life of disorders and of crimes, has only to present 
himself to the minister of his religion, to expose to 
him his past transgressions, that by a sentence of ab- 
solution pronounced by the latter they are all instaur 
taneously effaced j and that thus purified from the 
stains of guilt, the sinner is again at liberty to re- 
turn to his criminal course, and to give ftdl scope, 
as before, to the gratification of all his desires. But 
is such the doctrine of your belirf, my friends ? 
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Was it ever inculcated to you by any one of your 
ministers ? Were I tbis moment to pollute my lips 
by speaking to you a language so offensive to your 
pious feelings, sbould I not fiud myself abandoned 
by eveiy individual bere present, and left, in dreary 
solitude, to declaim to the silent walls so impious 
and damnable a doctrine ? What then shall I say 
in order to refute it ? Hefute it ! I disdaii^ th^ tadc. 
Refutation would suppose the possibility of ijts truth. 
Shall I deny it as a falsehood ? Nay, more : I aw 
ready, with an honest and Christian indignaHon, to 
repel the odious charge, and tp condemn it, in 
terms the most unequivocal and positive, as reyolt- 
ing to common sense, as inconsistent with religbn, 
and destructive of morality • I hope I have sai4 
sufficient to convince every candid and unpr^j^T 
diced mind that the imputation is as groundless ^ 
it is unjust 

It may not be imprc^er to state fairly, in the 
next place, the g^uine principles of the Catholic 
belief respecting the remission of sins. That the 
Divine Founder of the Christian religion possessed^ 
Himself, the power of forgiving sins, is an article of 
faith to which no one, I presume, who prt^esaes 
himself to be in the number of his disciples, will 
hesitate to subscribe. This power Catholics main- 
tain to have been delegated by him to his Apostles^ 
and transmitted from them uninterruptedly to their 
successors — ^the bi^ops and priests of the Church, 
They ground their belief on the expre^ declaration 
of Christ luDiself, as recorded in the twentieth chap- 
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ter of thd Gospd of St. John : ^< As the Facther 
hath sent me^ I also send you. When he had said 
his he breathed on them, and he said to them: 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost ; whose sins yon 
shall forgire, they are forgiyen them : and whose 
sins you shall retain, they are retained." (John, 
c. XX. V. 21 — 23.) They produce, in its justifica- 
tion—in addition to the constant and universal prac- 
tice of the Christian world, during a series of fifteen 
centuries — ^the unerring authority of that infallible 
guide, against which the promise of our Heavenly 
Founder himself is pledged, that the gates of hell 
shall never prevail. Induced by these powerful 
motives, they conceive themselves warranted to 
consider the confession of sins to the ministers of 
reconciliation — ^without which it would be impossi- 
ble that they should exercise the power delegated 
to them with becoming discretion— as an institution 
implied in the very nature of their commission. 
But, acknowledging the confession of sins to the 
minister of reconciUation to be a duty incumbent 
upon them, they do not deem it sufficient for the 
remission of their transgressions. They maintain, 
moreover, the necessity of repentance. And the 
same authorities which induce them to adhere to 
the former of these tenets, convince them also of 
the obligation of the latter. They well know tlmt 
the same merciful Saviour, who, in the Sacred 
Scriptures, promises pardon to sinners, requires on 
their part a contrite and humble heart They 
know that, as he has Himself informed us, ^'He 
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came not to call the just, but sinners to repentance ;" 
and, that perdition is denoimced against all who do 
not repent. " Except you do penance, you shall 
all likewise perish." They axe also persuaded 
that the sentence of absolution pronounced by the 
minister on the unrepenting sinner, is reversed at a 
higher tribunal j and, iJi, far from procuring for 
him the benefit of mercy, it renders him obnoxious, 
to the utmost severity of God's justice, by adding 
to his other sins the aggravation of sacrilege. 

Such, my Catholic friends, you are ready, I am 
sure, to acknowledge to be the real tenets of your re- 
ligious creed* But we are taught, alas! by ex- 
perience, that between theory and practice the dif- 
ference is frequently very great. Often in specu- 
lation do we adopt principles to which our conduct 
in life is a direct contradiction. Is not this some- 
times the case in the matter at present before us. 
We believe repentance to be an essential condition 
to the forgiveness of sin j but are we at all times 
careful to comply with that condition? Do we 
always bear along with us to the tribunal of penance 
that truly penitential spirit, that humble and con- 
trite heart, so necessary to deprecate, through the 
merits of Christ, the wrath of the Almighty, and to 
restore us once more to his favor ? Do we never 
suffer ourselves to be deluded by false appearances 
6f sorrow ? Do we never mistake the natural melt- 
ings of sensibility, for the compunctious visitations 
of Divine grace ? The heart of man, my Mends, 
is a treacherous member. It is the seat of that 
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inordinate self-love which discoyers itself so fre- 
quently in a variety of disorderly mclinaticms and 
passions^ disturbing the soul's repose by visionary 
dreams of happiness^ never to be realised ; and 
lulling it in the midst of the most imminent daxi- 
gers^intothe&talsleepofaheedlesssecurity. Against 
it, therefore, we cannot be too much upon our guard. 
That, in a matter of the present importance, you may 
not be imposed upon by its deceitful suggestions^ 
let us endeavour to lay down a fixed and unerring 
rule which may be a guide to our steps, and a clue 
as it were to extricate us from the winding labyrinth 
in which our passions are apt to involve us* That 
rule is presented to us by the Council of Trent, * 
whichhafldefined"contrition,*'orrepentance— which 
is much the same-— to be '^ a sorrow of mind, and a 
detestation of sin committed, with a purpose of not 
sinning in future.'' That is to say, it is a painful 
affection arising in the soul, frt)m a secret conscious- 
ness of having violated by its disobedience the com- 
mands of God. It must be accompanied by an 
abhorrence of every sinful act or omission by which 
that violation has been caused, and it must be fol- 
lowed by a firm and determined resolution of fiituie 
amendment Does a sorrow of this description 
t(Mich your hearts as often as you have recourse to 
the sacrament of penance ? Do the transgressions 
of your past lives excite within you those salutary 
sentiments of horror which a view of their intrinsie 

^ Contritio animi dolor ac detestatio est de peccato commisso^ 
cum proposdto non peccandi de csetero. Sess. 14^^ e» iv. 
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deformity is calculated to produce? Are your 
determinations to avoid a relapse sincere and deci- 
rive? These circumstances, my friends, deserve 
a serious examination. Think not that because the 
tear may start spontaneously in your eye, or your 
bosoms may heave with sobs, that tha*efore you feel 
that Godly sorrow which is an essential requisite to 
the pardon of guilt. Oh ! no : tears may flow in 
torrents from your eyes, and sobs may choke your 
utterance, whilst the dispositions of your hearts re- 
main unaltered. From the hard rock issues fre- 
quently the torrent which deluges the plain. The 
humiliating posture of the sinner when employed in 
flie confession of his crimes-the mortifying duty 
of self-accusation — ^the embarrassment occasioned 
by fear or shame — the pathetic exhortations of the 
minister of God — ^will sometimes produce effects of 
ibis description ; particularly on minds naturally 
imbued with an easy susceptibility of impression* 
But between the tenderness of relenting nature, 
and the sorrow that is according to God (which) 
worketh penance stedfast unto salvation, (2 Cork., 
c. vii. V. 10.) and which is a supernatural gift of 
Divine grace, there is a vast difference. The first 
is momentary, transient, ineffectual. The second 
implies a change * of heart, and is therefore steady, 
permanent, and fruitfal. 

* The original Greek word, Hsrama^, which, in the Catholic 
English Versiwi of the text above cited, is translated Penance, 
means, unquestionably, a change of mind, or heart, without 
however exclue&ig penit^tial austerities. 
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If you take a retrospective view of jxmr past 
misconduct, and examine whence it has proceeded, 
you will find an inordinate attachment to creatures 
to hare been the cause. Have jour minds, for 
instance, been occupied to such a degree by the 
concerns of commerce and of trade, as to cause you 
to neglect the duties of religion ? It is because 
you have permitted an insatiable avidity of gain to 
take possession of your hearts. Have you defiled 
within you the temple of the Holy Ghost, by^ the 
gratification of your carnal appetites ? Have yoa 
consumed your substance, destroyed your health, 
beggared your family, brutalised your nature, by the 
coarse and degrading excesses of habitual intem- 
perance ? You may discern their origin in an 
immoderate fondness for sensual pleasure. Daugh- 
ters of Eve, examine, impartially, your hearts, and 
you will find that extreme anxiety for the display 
of your fading charms — ^which sometimes, perhaps, 
may usurp the place which should be occupied by 
more serious thoughts, and your consequent atten- 
tion to every decoration which may in any manner 
contribute to enhance their beauty — ^to have arisen 
from a vain desire of attracting to your persons the 
admiration of enchanted beholders. In short, my 
friends, if you trace to their source, the various trans- 
gressions by which you have violated the law of God, 
you will perceive them all to have originated in some 
inordinate attachment or other. Will you not, of 
course, divest yourselves of all such attachments, 
if, in the bitterness of your aouls, you sinc^ely 
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lament the sinfiil consequences to which they hare 
conducted you ? Is a detestation of sin to be re- 
conciled with a love of that which has caused you 
to commit it? If, by the perfidious counsels of 
false friends, you had been precipitated into mea- 
sures which had iuTolved you in distress and 
misery, would you ever listen more to their deceit- 
ful suggestions ? Would you not, on the contrary, 
regard them as the enemies of your interest, with 
whom it would be imprudent and dangerous to 
have any further connexion ? and, as such, would 
you not withdraw from them the confidence which 
you had previously reposed in them, and renounce 
altogether their society ? Well, aud are not your 
inordinate attachments to be classed in the niunber 
of false friends ? Have not tkey^ by their perfidi- 
ous counsels, seduced you into evils incomparably 
more pernicious than those by which your temporal 
interest can possibly be affected ? Yes, indeed, my 
friends j and if you sincerely repent of the disorders 
to which they have given rise, you will tear those 
false friends from your hearts; you wfll discard 
them from your bosoms ; or, by correcting, at leasts 
in them whatever is immoderate, you will regulate 
and sanctify them, and render them thus conducive 
to your eternal felicity. You will break asunder 
the ignoble bonds which held your souls enslaved 
to the low, unsatisfactory, and degrading enjoy^ 
ments of earthly vanities, and elevate them to 
Him who is the grand object on which their affec- 
tions were intended to be principally fixed — who 
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alone is capable of satisfying the aviditj of your 
boundless desires — ^who alone is worthy of bduogs 
formed to his Divine resraiblanoe, and destined to 
live through an etamity of ages. <' Begone/' yon 
will say^ '< from my heart, &lse and rebdlioos crea- 
tures, who have unjustly usurped the dominion of 
the Creator — ^who hare debauched me, to my 
shame, into a treacherous violation of all^iance to 
my rightful Sovareign — ^who, to my extreme grief, 
have extorted from me an attachment incompatible 
with my duty to my God and Saviour* Begone, 
sordid and contemptible lucre— foul and dissolute 
pleasures — ^honors, that swell with joide — human ap- 
plause, which inspires vanity. Too long, alas ! 
have I surrendered to you the possession of mj 
heart In the presence of him who is the true 
spouse of my soul — ^in thy presence, O Divine 
Jesus, whom shamefully I have injured by a base 
violation of my plighted fSedth — ^I humbly acknow- 
ledge the greatness and multitude of my offences 
against thee. I ccmtemplate, with horror, their 
intrinsic turpitude ; I reflect, with heart-felt com- 
punction and repentance^ on the displeasure of thee, 
my Crod, which, by the perpetration of th^n, I have 
wretchedly incurred; with earnest supplicaticm I 
implore thy forgiveness ; I renew to thee my so- 
lemn protestations of future fidelity ; Oh ! grant 
me, I pray, the powerful assistance of thy Heavenly 
grace to enable me to execute my firm resolves." 

Such, my friends, are the sentiments entertained 
by a truly repentant sinner, when he ventures to 
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approach the tribunal of penance. But are these 
your sentiments in those awM moments ? When 
you enter into the state of your interiors, and re- 
voIto in your minds the rarious sins by which you 
have proToked the justice of the Eternal, do they 
all present themselves before you in those ghastly 
and loathsome shapes which inspire horror, and cre- 
ate disgust ? Are there none which you are dis- 
posed to view with a more indulgent eye ? — ^none 
for which you still cherish a secret affection ? — ^none 
the guilt of which you are willing to palliate ? — ^none 
which you are loth to renounce entirely? — none 
which partially only, and with certain restrictions, 
you can prevail upon yourselves to abandim ? Oh ! 
my friends, take care you do not deceive your- 
selves. Be assured that such dispositions are in- 
consistent with that genuine sorrow which actuates 
the breast of a true penitent. Be assured, that, by 
having recourse to the sacrament of penance in 
SQch dispositions, *^ far from obtaining mercy, and 
finding grace in seasonable aid," you only *^ lay up 
wrath against the day of wrath." Remember that 
a little leaven is sufficient *^ to corrupt the whole 
lump ;" that if you would " beconde a new paste, you 
must purge out (completely) the old leaven ;" and 
that ** he who offends only in one point is guilty of 
all ." Your repentance, therefore, in order to be 
productive of its desirable effect must be absolute, 
and unconditional — ^unqualified by accommodation, 
unlimited by exception. Is there not great reason 
to i^prehend that the repentance of too many is 
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defiectire in these particulars ? Whence those fre- 
qofflit relapses into the same faults ? Whence that 
careless inattention to the disorderly inclinations of 
their corrupt hearts ? Whence that inconsiderate 
rashness m exposing tiiemselves to dangers, which 
have so often proved fatal to them ? Are these ihe 
fruits of a soul penetrated with a due sense of its 
guilt, melting with sorrow, and determined to sin 
no more ? 

But human nature, you will say, is frail ; and the 
temptations by which we are surrounded, are so 
great and numerous, that our best resolutions may 
well yield to the power and multitude of their as- 
saults. True, my friends ; human nature is certainly 
frail. To our humiliation be it said. Nor is the 
most perfect man on earth exempt from this general 
infirmity, which attaches universally to all the chil- 
dren of Adam. But between the occasional sur- 
prise which the virtue of the true penitent may ex- 
perience in an unguarded moment, and the delibe- 
rate transgressions of habitual sinners, there is a 
great distinction to be made. The former, like Pe- 
ter, laments with sincerity, in the bitterness of his 
soul, the unfortunate steps into which, to his confu- 
sk>n, he has been unwarily betrayed— derives from 
his misfortunes an additional motive to sdf-abase- 
ment — renews his broken vows — sues for pardon — 
augments his vigilance — ^and walks in friture with* 
more cautious circumspection; whilst the latteiv 
yidding deliberately to the solicitations of a passion 
wWch his too unhappy fondness wo«ld not .p«mit 
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fdons of a superficial sorrow, too fiunt to be duraUe, 
gnidiiallj becomes insensible to the criminality of 
Ins conduct — till, surfeited at length by the repetition 
of reiterated indulgence, afflicted by misfortune, 
or attad^ by dkease, he ceases awhile from ex- 
cesses which he is no longer able to enjoy ; repents 
of them by halves; accuses himself with the par- 
tiality of an advocate; and — havingthuslulledasleep 
the terrors of his guilty conscience, allowed his fa- 
tigued appetite a short interval of interrupted gratifi- 
cation to recover its wonted strength, and increased 
tiiereby its former impetuosity — ^returns, as before, 
but with additbnal eagerness, to his'' relinquished 
course. Vain then is the plea of human infirmity 
to account for the frequency of repeated transgres- 
sions, the genuine source of which, may oftBU, I 
fear, be traced to the deficiency of repentance. The 
fire which the delusions of self-bve may have con- 
cealed, but which the penitential tears of sincere 
repentance have never extinguished, will naturally 
burst into flame when incentives present them- 
selves to provoke its eruption. 

Moreover, my friends, ought not the conscious* 
ness of his frailty, and the sense of the dangers 
which encompass him, to produce in the mind of a 
true penitent, a more guarded watchfulness over the 
motions of his heart ? — ought it not to urge him to 
have recourse to measures by which it may be for- 
tified? — ^to avoid, at least, the temptations which 
lie is aware of his incapacity .to resist ? What 

z 
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would you think of the governor of a citadeli wbo, 
instead of being prompted by the consideration of 
its weakness to display in its defence the utmost 
resources of his energy and skiU, should derive from 

to the attacks of an enemy, and remaining in a state 
of listless inactivity ?— or of a pilot, who should 
steer again his course to the &tal rock, from which 
he had before experienced shipwreck ? But are 
you, who dwell with such apparent feeling on the 
frailty and infirmity of your nature, induced to 
idopt the measures which those considerations so 
t^fl'turally suggest ? Do you watch with becoming 
attention the inordinate inclinations of your hearts ? 
Do you keep, in particular, a vigilant eye on your 
predominant passion ? Do you endeavour, by mor- 
tification, to bring it under subjection, or by the 
practice of opposite virtues, to restrain its impetuous 
rage ? Do you implore, in the day of battle, the 
all-powerfiil arm of the Mighty One of Israel ? Are 
you carefrd to shun the dangers in which you have 
so often perished ?* Do you not, on the ccmtrary, 
rush heedlessly into it, with all the precipitancy of 
presumptuous confidence ? To aU these questions, 
my friends, I Imow not what may be the repUes of 
that interior voice which speaks within you. But 
this I will emphatically assert (and I am anxious 
that the assertion should bear down upon those for 
whom it is intended with its full fmrce,) this, I say, 
I will emphatically assert — that they who, in any of 
the above-mentioned particulars, stand convicted of 

* Ecdesiasticus, c. iii. v. 27. 
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criniiQal neglect at the bar of their own consciences^ 
have reason to entertain serious doubts of the sin- 
eerily of their repentance. 

My friends, the truths which you have heard this 
day are unquestionably of a severe and alarming 
nature. They are truths, however, in the know- 
ledge of which you are deeply concerned. Little, 
therefore, should I consult the eternal interests of 
your immortal souls, and scandalously should T pro- 
fane the sacredness of my character, if, weakly in- 
fluenced by human considerations, I should pretend 
to conceal those truths from your view, or to dis- 
guise to you their severity with the false gloss of 
an unseasonable indulgence. Hence have I at- 
tempted to expose them fairly to you in their native 
colors. I am ignorant of the effects which they 
may have produced. But if, in any manner they 
have contributed to disturb, by their operation, the 
dangerous repose of deluded sinners, I humbly 
thank my God for having so far regarded the low- 
liness of his unworthy minister as to have condes- 
cended to choose him for the instrument of his 
mercy in the accomplishment of so blessed a work. 
Fearful, however, that the same shafts which were 
pointed at the hearts of deluded sinners with a view 
of rousing them to a sense of their danger, may 
have unfortunately wounded in their passage the 
timorous delicacy of the truly repentant, I wish as 
much as possible to assuage the smart, which, 
though assuredly contrary to my intention, yet, 
nevertheless, I may possibly have inflicted. To 

z2 
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them^ therefore, I hare now to addrees myadf in 
the following terms : — ^Penitent and deToirt soul^ 
be not disheartened by the repetition of your paist 
transgressions* The God whom yon have offended 
is not a Tindictiye Being who is implacable in his 
resentment Oh I no. He is a God of mercy. 
'^His tender mercies are oyer all his works/' 
(Psalm cxliv. i;. 9.) If, on the guilty heads of 
nnrepenting sinners he discharges, in his fury, the 
weight of his indignation, it is because his justice 
will not permit him to pardon. But to those who 
ancerely repent — to those, who, like you, have 
bitterly lamented the errors of their former con- 
duct — oh ! my dearly beloved Mends, to such he 
delights in the display of his darling attribute. Be 
not therefore discouraged. Let not the consider- 
ation of your repeated failings weigh you down in 
dejection to the earth. Your cries have reached 
the throne of the Eternal ; they have pierced his 
ears; they have touched, with compassion, the 
bowels of his mercy. What, though like the pro- 
digal son, you may have wandered far away from 
the mansion of your Heavenly Father ; with parental 
tenderness he has met your returning steps, and re- 
ceived you jagain to his fond embrace. What, though 
like Magdalene, you may have gone astray from 
the path of virtue ; yet, to you also many sins have 
been forgiven, because you have loved much. Con- 
template that great multitude of holy penitents who 
now surround the throne of the lamb. They, too, 
had once defiled their robes of innocence with the 
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stains of guilt. But the teaxs of siiicere repentance, 
mingled widi the blood of that spotless lamb, re- 
stored them once more to their former purity. If, 

to imitate their example^ you hare also had the 
happiness to imitate them in their repentance. As 
they did, do jou also show forth in your conduct 

hereafter associates with them in everlasting bliss. 
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SERMON XX. 



ON PRESUMPTION ON GOD'S MERCY. 



Be not without fear about sin forgiven, and add not sin upon 
sin: And say not: The mercy of the L(nd is great, he will 
have mercy on the multitude of my sins. For mercy and wrath 
quickly come from him, and his wrath looketh upon sinners. 

ECOLBSXASTICUS, C. T. V. 5— -7. 



There is no attribute <^ the Divine nature which it 
is so delightful to man to contemplate, as that of 
infinite mercy. For, whilst the oth^ attributes of 
the Divinity appear to our imaginations, by the awe 
which they inspire, to widen the separation between 
the Creator and the creature, and to place th^n at 
an immeasurable distance from each other, the con- 
ciliating character of condescending mercy pro- 
motes, by its interposition, Aeir mntoal approxi- 
mation, and, through the mediatorial influence of 
the incarnate Son of God, unites them together in 
holy fellowship. **For our fellowship," says St 
John, ^* is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ." (1 John, c. i. v. 3.) How refreshing is 
it to the human mind — ^how consding and pleasant, 
after having contemplated the Lord of heaven and 
earth arrayed in all the mightiness of his power, 
the splendor of his glory, and the terrors of his 
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justice — to behold him depictured under the sooth- 
ing image of a shepherd leaving his flock to go in 
pursuit of a solitary sheep that had strayed from 
the fold, or of a father going forth to meet his pro- 
digal son, and clasping him on his return with pa- 
rental tenderness in his fond embrace ! Well, in- 
deed, my friends, may views like these of our 
Father who is in heaven inspire us with sentiments 
of filial confidence. Such, however, is the corrup- 
tion of the human heart, that they are frequently 
perverted into encouragements to vice. Deluded 
by their false notions of God's boundless mercy, 
and deriving from the consideration of the weak- 
ness of hmnan nature an apology for guilt, pre- 
sumptuous sinners are apt to persuade themselves 
tiiat because God is merciful and mai. is weak, they 
may sin with impunity. It shall be therefore my 
endeavour, this day, to counteract so deplorable and 
dai^erous a delusion, by making it clearly to ap- 
pear that the twofold plea of the mercy of God and 
of the weakness of man, for that purpose, is falla- 
cious and unavailing. 

God is merciful. Far be it from me, my firiends, 
to call in question so incontrovertible a truth. Little 
indeed would it become a minister of the Gospel to 
contradict so positive a declaration of the Sacred 
Oracles ; and unfaithful, truly, would he be to his 
trust, should he attempt to rob repenting sinners 
of the sole resource remaining to them in the 
mercy of the Most High. In reality, my friends, 
whether we direct our thoughts to the works of 
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Mtatnr^ m; to flie tcm/omj of graoe-^wliether we 
tonkmxxfUtjB the wtaden ^ia^ijed so adaiimbl j in 
lie order of tte uniTefse, or the awftd and mys- 
i0iiM8 p]x>digio& of religioa — ^ire efaaill eyeiy where 
^UMre occttaion to observe die promment festores of 
WDOoji ODii^ witli the lojal PsalmiBt^ we sluiS be 
disposed to proclaim the mercies of the Almiglitf 
to be wet all his woAb. If wi admire his ghtj 
ift the splendor and hatmonj of the heavenly, bodies 
which adorn die firmament^ we look up with* thank- 
lidaess to die mereiful hand whicb has made diem 
so beiieAeial to the hnman race. K we are trans- 
ported wkh astonidiment by the contemplation of 
hia boondlees wisdom and power e^dubiled so maiv 
veUottdy in the prodncdons ef dieearth, our hearts 
•hoild gkm widi gratitude wton we discover in dieir 
utUibf die bo^cent attention of pixmdential mercy 
to the various wa^s and convenienceB of man. If, 
foom the considemtioii ot the wonderM works of 
Bature, we pass to diat of ih& Ghiistian religion, 
we shall £scover it to be peculiazty a dii^pensation 
of mercy. Sinner, wheresoever timn art, Who, with 
all thy sins about thee prtyrdkiiig Gbd^s avenging 
justice, art still pennitted to breathe this Vital air, 
thou art thyself a stiiking monument of mercy ; 
Ant had tiiat great Bdng whom diou hast oflKended 
by tby trans^ressicms, acted towards thee according 
to thy deserts, the dungeon of the reprobate^^^-aiot 
the stadon which thou boldest upon the eardi:*^ 
were ' the. cKsmal place <^ thy present abode. > ^Thus 
ilr> ^be^i my £deiids> we* all agree. That God is 
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mereiftili is an incontested point. J mean only to 
combat the consequences which many are apt to 
deduce from this acknowledged prindple« My 
intention is not to destroy the basis, but the super- 
structure — to dash to the ground the unhallowed 
edifice of presumptuous impi^y which is erected 
upon it. 

God is merciful : therefore we may renture to 
violate his laws. God is merciful : therefore we 
may be permitted to sin with impunity. God is 
merciful : therefore we are at liberty to abuse his 
mercy. Such are the conclusions unthinkingly 
drawn by those who, from the consideration of 
God's mercy, deriye motives for the perpetration of 
crime. But, be assured, my friends, that they are 
grossly deceived, if they vainly expect, by such er- 
roneous inferences, to escape the punishment de- 
nounced on the unrepenting sinner. They have a 
very wrong notion of the mercy of a God of wisdom, 
if they suppose it to be a weak and condescendii^ 
pliancy to all the interests of passion and of vice. 
Mercy, thus represented, is no attribute of the Deity. 
It is a degrading imbecility, unworthy of even any 
reasonable being. What would you think of an 
earthly monarch, who should permit the laws of his 
realm to be violated with impunity ? — ^who i^ould 
grant, indiscriminately, a general pardon to the 
perpetrators of the most horrid crime ?— to the plun- 
derer, the traitor, the assassin, the parricide ? — ^who 
should load them all, without distinction, with the 
choicest favors of his bounty ? — ^receive them into &e 
number of his friends, and indulge them in a parti- 
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eipiliaii of all Uis pleaswes and enjoyments ? 
Wonld jou not pronounce him to be a base and 
worthlets ifcian ?--4he destroyw of his peo^, not 
their protector ? — a aonrce> not of general hairi- 
ness, but of universal miserj ? — wordiier far, of the 
scaff(dd, tJuin the throne ? Undi^ the sway of so 
infamous a ruler, what would be ihe condition of 
the kingdom ? Where would liberty £nd its asy- 
liun^^property its security — life its protection? 
K^ even imder a well-regulated government, where 
crimes are subjected to the control of law, eiq[>eri- 
enee proves that a stop is not put to the perpetraticm 
of them, with what daring intrepidity wouM they 

[Miogpress dioold be removed ? How, th«D, caa 
men be so imptoosly blind as to attribute to the 
Lord of the umW BO deg^ding a quelit,-a» that 
which they would reprobate in a worldly poteukaSe ? 
This, however, tb^ do, as often as. they indolgB 
tiie hope of pardon without rep^itanco — of tlie re- 
mission of their sins, without the renunciation of 
them. For in this mamier do they argue with 
th^nselves : ^^ 'Tis very true, I am a great sinner ; 
ffrievously have 'I offimded the Almiidi^' ; I am 
^giged, .v» a. pre^^t, in oAmod h*k oar 
can I prevail upon myself to relinquish them* 
Yet God," they add, ^^ is memfuL" Is it not 
dear, therefore, that by their audacious oonfid^ice 
in what they term the Divine mecrcy^ thf^y blasj^be^ 
mously ascribe to the Lord of heaven^ an. attribute 
which would disgrace a prince of the earth ?. 
What would become of that superintendmg Pro- 
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vidence by which you all iHX)fess to belieTe the itni*- 
verse to be governed on a plan of infinite wisdom ? 
Is its existence compatible with those wild and ex* 
travagant notions of mercy which too many, in the 
depravity of their hearts, so fondly indidge ? If 
there be a Providence above, then must a distinctioiu 
necessarily exist between virtue and vice*— between 
the lot of the first, and that of the secood. Then 
must virtue receive its reward, and vice ito punish^ 
ment. But how, I pray you, would virtue receive 
its reward, how would vice receive its punishment, 
were all distinction between them done away, by 
Ou. iudi«ri»i«.&.g .«rib»te of imagin.^ Jroyl 
Did virtue in this life always meet with its due re* 
ward^ and vice, on the other hand, with its propoiv 
tionate degree of punishment, then indeed might 
this presumptuous confidence be allowed to be sup- 
ported, if not by a well grounded ai^ument, by an 
argument at least of some plausibility. But expe* 
rience proves the fact to be otherwise. It proves 
that virtue in this life does not always meet with its 
due reward, and vice with its proportionate degree 
of punisfament. Else, why those frequent murmm*s 
agaimst providence when the sinner prospers ; whilst, 
neglected and oppressed, the just man is seen to 
drag on a miserable life in penury and affliction ? 
How, in so comprehensive a system of undistin*- 
goishing mercy, would you answer the impious so* 
pfaistry of the infidel, when he takes occasion, from 
this untoward view of things, to call in question the 
very existence of a Supreme Ruler ? 
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Remember, moreover, mj friends, diat God, 
though merciful, is likewise jusi; and that althoi^ 
he ddights in the manifestatkm of his mercy in be- 
half of sudb as repent of their past misdeeds, and 
reform thdr condnct, yet he reserves tl^ utmost 
severity of his justice for those who obstinately per- 
Mt in ikeir vicious career. The Saiptnres, which 
contain the most cheering motives of hope and con- 
fidence in £Bivor of repentant sinners, denonnce 
against all who contomaciomsly persevere in their 
criminal courses, the most terrible effects of the Di- 
vine vengeance* ^' Knowest thou not,"' says St 
Paul, <^ that the benigmty of God leadeth thee to 
p^iance ? But according to thy hardness andim- 
penitent heart, thou tieasnrest up to thyself wrath, 
against the day of wrath, and revelation of the just 
judgment of God?" (RoK., c. ii. t;. 4, 0.) ^Know 
you not/* says the same apostle, ^< that the unjust 
shall not possess the kmgdom of God ? Do not 
err : Neither femicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 
ter's, nor the effeminate, nor liefs with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor CO vetous, nor drunkards, nor railers, 
nor extcNTtioners shall possess the kingdcMn of God.*' 
(1 CojtR., c. vi V. 0, 10.) Shall not these dread- 
ful denunciations of the Divine wrath against the 
workers of iniquity aroi:^^ sinners fircmi the sleep of 
security in which ihey have permitted themselves 
to be lulled, by their fond expectations of unmmted 
meicy? Will they still continue to chmsh the 
hope of pardon, without exerting, on their own 
parts, the most feeble endeavours to quaKfy them- 
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selves to obtain it, when it is written tliat it shall be 
tendered to every one according to his wiod»(^ 
Barren and improdnctiy^^ do thej vainly imagine^ 
that, like the tree planted near tfaeranning wateorsi 
they will flourish for ever in unfading veordnte^ 
when they are positively assured, that every tvoa 
which yieldedi not good fruit diall be cut down> 
and cast into the fire ? Can they seriMsly per* 
suade themselves that no distinction will be made 
betwe^i the future lot of unrepenting sinners, aad 
that of the just, when they are told in express tecms^ 
by the Orade of Truth itself, that the Angds shall 
go ibrth and separate the wicked from among the 
just^ and shall cast them intoa furnace of fire, where 
sAbU be weeping and gnashing of teeth ? Why 
those eixhortations to mortification and penance^ so 
frequently inculcated in Hofy Writ — those practices 
of sdif-desiial^^hose tribulations and toils-^tfaose 
sufferings and persecutions-^-endured so cheerfully 
by the apostles, the martyrs^ and confessors of God's 
ehuneh, if the same reward, which they kboiured in* 
defatigably to acquire, is conferred indiaoriminatBly 
on the most unrestrained devotee of pleasure and 
worldly gratification P Truly, my friends^ snoh ex* 
hortations may justly be styled ridiculous, and diose 
who att^id to th^n the most fbohak of men, if t» 
distinction ia to be made hereafter bdween the con*- 
dition of the childrai of Ood, and tliat of the slave* 
of the world. I will add, (and the refiectidn is of 
a. nature to strike terror into the hearts <if the most; 
obdurate) I will add, that this unwarrantable con^ 
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&detMc^ in the Dmne meve^, b j which sinners are 
wont to sooth to silence the upbraiding voice of con- 
soidDce, is the most dreadfnl judgment of indignant 
Heaven on the marked objects of its avenging jos- 
tioe^-^he surest stamp of eternal reprobation im- 
pressed by the seal of an insulted Deity on the 
lieart of the impenitent and abandoned shmer. 
Qromndless, therefore, are the expectations of the 
impunity of sin, derived exclusively from the con- 
flidsiatioin of God's boundless mercy : Nor is tliat 
pba Scat exemption from the punidunent due to sin, 
more deserving of attention, which is founded on 
man's alleged infirmity, as I will now proceed to 
show in the sequd of this discourse. 

^^ Man," say the indulgent advocates of corrupt 
nature, '^is weak. Pronqited by the inordinate 
teiKkncy of hb iiK^tions to seek far thdr gmti- 
fioation in terrestrial enjoyments — solicited to the 
same by the attractive channs of innumerable ob- 
jects dfi^dayed around him, pleasing to the imagin- 
ation, and flattering to the senses — stimulated by 
the example of the bulk of mankind — and deprived, 
by the disobedience ot his first parent, of the origi- 
nal energy which characterised the human soul — 
is it possible, *' they ask, ''that, thus circumstanced, 
a poor, degraded, misrerable mortal should be an 
object worthy of his Maker's ind^nation, and not 
vatknr of his pity ? A being so strongly tempted, 
and yet so weak, should rather, it would seem," 
they continue, '' excite his tenderness, than rouse 
faia anger, and should det^ him fit^om enfoiksiiig'in 
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his regard the rigid claims of inexorable justice/' 
With you, my friends, I am ready to let fall a tear 
over the infirmity of our common nature ; and feel- 
ingly do I acknowledge the wretchedness of its cea- 
dition, in experiencing so many allur^nents to vice, 
and havii^ so many difficulties to encounter in the 
pursuit of virtue. Yet, lamentable as this our Re- 
sent situaticm may be, and much as with you I un«- 
feignedly deplore it, I can never think it a suffici^- 
ent foundation for indulging a notum of the impu- 
nity of sin. For, in the first place, my friends, may 
^t not be observed with truth, that the corn^rfion of 
the human heart, which is the cause of that unibir^ 
tunate weakness of our nature, is no production of 
its Divine Author, but of man's first disobedience 
to his su{^eme command ? And may it not be also 
added, that that unhappy {»roneness to unlawful 
gratification which we all feel and lament — ^being 
a disorder introduced into the works of Grod by the 
sin of man — ^man is therefore justly punishable for 
the consequences of it ? 

Weak, moreover, as men may be allowed na- 
turally to be, the imbecility of their nature is by no 
means such ajs to render them completely incapable 
of resisting their vicious inclinaticms. For, let them 
lay their hands upon their hearts, and say with sin- 
cerity, if, notwithstanding their natural weakness, 
they do not feel within them a strong oppositkm to 
the torrent with which they permit th^nselves 
to be borne away ? — Let them state fairly, if, in 
the first momenta of meditated mme, their ndnds 



do not recoil widi horror from Hi hideoiis de£^^ 
— if they do not feel within them a repulfliye force 
whidi checks the ooirupt propensity of their nature 
to the violation of the laws of Heaven ? — if» to the 
meretridoiis charms of vice, th^ do not find in 
their hearts a powerful rival, in the lovely form of 
virtve impiessed upon them ?— and, if, in the vio- 
lence of the conflid;, hetween passion and reason, 
hetween pleasure and duty, which usually precedes 
the perpetration of sinful deeds, the victory at length 
obtained by the former, is not rather the effect of 

Since, therefore, it most evidently appears that Uie 
plea on which they found their hopes of pardon 
without a refonnation of th^ fives is ^roBoanced» 
even at the bar of their own consciences, to be vam 
and inadmissible, how can they rationally expect 

bunal of Divine justice, than at that which of all 
others may well be thought most £3ivoraUe to thdr 
interests? 

Let those who labour under so preposterous a 
deluoon as to jHromise themsdves, in the infirmity 
of their nature, a secure retreat against die light- 
ning of the Divine vengeance, be assured that their 
esq^ectations are without foundation. To he con* 
vinced that they are so, let them take with me a re* 
troqpective view of their past lives. Xiet then caB 
t# thrnr recollection those ha^y days of innocence 
and virtue, em vice had yet taken poMtsskm of 
thwr Molsy and let them thm tril me if .liuM dtft 
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ficoUies wUck tluj mom dedan to be mmmBOimt* 
able, were then io gveat ? Did thm the Tirtoes 
of cbastitjr, of t empera nce, fidelity, justice, appear 
to th»i impracticable, as tkqr do at present ? Did 
tbey then experience thdr present impotent subjec- 
tion to the tyranny of tbeir disorderly im^nations ? 
Wbence, therefixe, that aibitiary sway wfaidi tfiey 
now exercise over their hearts ? Is not their own r^ 
mismess in opposing their growing power, the prin- 
cipal caose of dieir present nncontroDable ascen* 
deni^ ? Did Aey not fnrge, themselves, the ehams 
which now bind them down in bondage to the 
earth? Why then lay that weakness to the chaige 
of tiieir nature, which shonld be prindpdly attri- 
bated to Aeir own unjustifiable neglect ? Or, do 
Aey think that die wrath of Heaven wiU be appeased 
by a plea which is itself their very condonnation ? 
The only just and rational condusiims which the 
consideration of ^ finolty ot thdr nature, and of 
its propensity to mdawM grat^cations, should fead 
them to infer, are these : — that, therefore, it becomes 
them to have recourse to I£m who is able to defend 
thcM against all the attacks of their spiritual enemies, 
and who will not permit them to be tempted above 
their irtrength : that, thofefere, the Sacraments, 
those sa^ channels of invigorating grace— insti- 
tuted by Him, who wm so well acquainted with all 
our wants and necessites to simply the deficiency 
of our weak nature — i^ould be fii^uently applied 
to : that, therefore, it behoves them to exert the most 
imfemitting v^plance in the government of their 
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hearts, and to subject them to a steady and invari- 
able discipline : and that the occasdons of sin, 
which have so often prored fatal to their souls, 
diould, therefore, be cautiously avoided. But are 
they — ^I would again ask them — are they careM to 
avail themselves of those supernatural means which 
are offered to them ? Do they present their earnest 
supplications to heaven for those necessary succours 
which a deep sense of their natural weakness should 
induce them to soHcit ? Do they humbly entreat 
the Omnipotent Ruler of the human heart to quell 
the rage of their disorderly appetites? Do they 
apply to the Sacraments — ^those sacred channels of 
invigorating grace — for that subsidiary force which 
they were graciously instituted to convey to their 
souls ? Alas ! my Mends, does not the extr^ne 
remissness of the generality of Christians in these 
respects, appear rather to indicate that this ordinary 
plea — the infirmity of human nature to apologise 
{or the disorders of criminal indulgence — is not, in 
reality, the offspring of conviction, but the last fii- 
volous subterfuge of conscious guilt seeking, in the 
delusions of its own suggestions, to shelter itself 
from the terrors of Divine vengeance ? Itisusual 
for a sense of natural weakness to render men timid, 
cautious, circumspect Under the influence of this 
impression they are wont to exaggerate the smallest 
dangers to which they may be exposed, and in the 
absence of real, to raise up to themsdves imaginary 
ones. Unnecessary combats they avoid with cau- 
tion. When unavoidably compelled to encounter 
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oppoedtion, thej endeavour, at least, to secure to 
themselves every possible succour to prevent dis- 
comfiture ; and the prominent features of their cha- 
racter are diffidence and precaution. But are such 
the distinguishing peculiarities of those whose apo- 
logy for their crimes is the infirmity of human na- 
ture? Oh ! no, my firiends; on the contrary, they 
are bold, rash, adventurous. They rush with 
temerity into the midst of perils sufficient to strike 
terror into the most daring spirits. They see no- 
thing whatsoever to appal or intimidate them in 
situations the most alarming and critical* Neither 
the weakness of their nature, nor the examples of 
those who, by their presumptuous confidence, have 
been precipitated headlong into the gulf of perdi- 
tion, nor the prudent admonitions of faithful friends, 
nor their own melancholy experience, perhaps, can 
deter them firom the accomplishment of their rash 
designs. The same intoxicating bowl firom which, 
to use the words of the book of Job, they have so 
frequentiy drunk down iniquity like water, (Job, c. 
XV. V. 16.) the same circles of giddy dissipation, the 
same associations of the impious and dissolute, the 
same enervating and dangerous amuisements which 
have so often been destructive to their virtue, are 
resorted to again with inconsiderate levity. They 
now flatter themselves that they are endued with 
sufficient strength to support them against all the 
temptations by which they may be assailed. And 
the same plea which they produce so confidentiy 
when there is question of excusing their criminal ex- 
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b rejeoted with dkdam wben advanced wHk 
a vkm of wiftholding then fifom the oocmms 
wUdi kad to tius conminnm of tliem. 

Man ii weaL^-And Urn SamtSy my friends^ wof^ 
mt ihey ahso wrak ? Did they not all bear wkfain 
them die same natoral fmxpemsaty to eyil wUch we 
doP Had the J not the same difficultiea to en- 
oounter, the same temptatioBs to reaiit, tiie same 
obftacles to sunnoont? Had not many of them 
more, and greater? Asaoradly they had. Yrt 
they did not permit them to damp their vonragfe^ to 
diake their reiolntiona, or repress their efforts. But 
with an faomUe confidence in the DiTme protection 
they redoubled ihar energies, they £Dnght manftdly 
the good fights they triumphed nltimatdy OY^ erefy 
oppQiili<m« and are now in posaessicm of the crown 
of justice— 4be reward ot their q^ritod and anc- 
ceaofid exertions. Opposed to such bri^t and 
g^orioua examples ^ Tirtnous p^rsereranoe, how 
onaatisiCaGtMry does the excuse of human infinaity 
appear to be? 

What» then, it may p^haps he said, are not sinr 
ners to be penaitted to entertain the most feeUe 
hope of forgiveness ? My answer shaU he, in the 
words of the pix>jAet Isaiah, ^^ Let the wicked man 
forsake his way, and the unjust man his thoughts, 
and return to his Lord, and he wiU have meccy on 
him." Let sinners, 1heref(»e, in comf^ance with 
the exhortation of the prophet, be converted to the 
Lord ; and then, howev^ great or numerous their 
sins may have been, let them place in him their 
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trust He is ever merciful to the repentant sinner. 
The conversion of sinners firom their evil ways was 
the peculiar object of Him who came into the worlds 
not to call the just, but sinners to repentance. If, 
with humble, therefore, and coatihe hearts, — ^with 
hearte penetrated with penitential sonw-they sue 
^nr pardon at the UizoBe of mefc j, and walk wi& 
constancy in the way of Grod's commandments, 
they will not fail to be restored to his Divine favor, 
and to be admitted hereafter into his everlasting 
joys. 
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SERMON XXI. 

ON DEFERRING CONVERSION TO THE 
CLOSING PERIOD OF LIFE. 



Sbek ye the Lord, while he may be found: call upon him, 
while he is near. Isaias, e. Ir. v. 6. 



Such were the terms in which the prophet Isaiah 
addressed the Jewish people, to induce them to avail 
themselves of the profferred mercy of the God of 
Israel. And such, also, is the language in which 
the Church of Christ exhorts sinners to renounce 
their evil ways, and to return hj repentance to tibe 
Lord their God. But, alas ! my Mends, it too 
generally happens that compliance with her ednoat- 
talions is postponed to a period when it is hardly to 
be deemed practicable. The period to which I 
allude is that when the minister of consolation is 
called upon to assist the poor departing soul, when 
— standing as it were at the verge of time, and 
winged for eternity — it is about to bid its last fare- 
well to the fleeting scenes of this world. The 
minister of consolation, did I say ? — ^would to God, 
my friends, he were always a minister of consola- 
tion. But unhappily at the period to which I have 
just referred, be frequently has it not in his power 
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to be so. For what subject of consolation can the 
minister of the Gospel devise to cheer the gloom 
with which the mind of the sinner is overcast at the 
close of a life disfigured by every species of wicked- 
ness ? — of the sinner who may have advanced per- 
haps in iniquity as he has advanced in years^ who 
has ever been inattentive to the invitation of his 
God, neglected the inspirations of his grace, abused 
his mercies, disregarded his threats, and who de- 
sists at length from sinning only because he can sin 
no more ? If, therefore, my friends, you look for 
the consolation of Heaven at tiiat trying period 
when all earthly comfort will be without effect; if 
you wish to close your eyes in peace on the world 
and its passing vanities ; if you expect to find in 
the minister of the Gospel a soothing dispenser (A 
cdestial comfort amidst the vehement struggles of 
agonizing nature, let it be your endeavour, whilst yet 
you have time, to lay up treasures of righteousness 
against the evil day. ^' Seek ye the Lord, while 
he may be found ; call upon him, while he is near." 
*^ Behold, now is the acceptable time, behold now 
is the day of salvation." The sun of your mortal 
lives is farther perhaps advanced in its course than 
you may be disposed to imagine. Beware, lest you 
be overtaken by the shades of night before yovi 
shall have finished the labors of the day. In c^d^ 
that you may escape ^ dreadful a misfortune, it i^ 
my intention, this day, to present you with a feif 
reflections on the danger of deferring the vm^otifai 
work of conversion to the closing period of Ui^e^ 
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: Xhut Ike iiQiitaice of doatb ftpaimactAhjiite 
Alwgiitj oti ih9 oomsitfii fd&er of ■nmhiirfj M 
yn^K^mmrt of bb diaobedienct^ii estiMbAitowBf 
bio aBfiMtanale poflteritjTy is too^erideit m tcnAy 
llOF«vw paififd fad hqniiKatingiit maj he, to ai* 
mit oi imittadtGliMi from the nuMt ob0tiDid;i& ittcre^ 
diilify« But whoi^ er whwe, or m niiat maanrar, 
tbii 0Wteiic6 win be earifed inito exeoolM^ 
coiMtwoea with which, for the wisMtends^itwaot 
given to w to be aoqoaiiited. Thtt onr deatb^mw 
rants are aigtted, ia beyond a dodbt That Aoifiwiii 
not be reyohed ia eqoall J inooiiteatiMe. TbetK^hol 
n$9 it ia true, a temporary leipito has boon accorded: 
Bat the duration of that weaptB is a.tpn)firaniL9»t 
cvetf known only to Him in whaae hands is^ie^sd*- 
Yeraign powor of life and doaA. Tbiia nmctr juts 
bean rerealed to Har-^^that cm the fiboiil doaetofi^HT' 
loortal esiatonoe, aa eternity ctf hapfing|s <hr l ai sDay 
nni^terable will inataBtaneonaly fflimafneou > l^it 
possible then* that men oonidnced of the jofecfeaintjr 
of their dcfwrture henoe^ «id of the arrrAd^MuiM^ 
tires by which that event will be iafieUiUy soceead^y 
sbocdd make it so tittle the sidjlect ofibeir tfaoaglMai 
Is it possible they should peniafct-^in spile of ^ibe 
precariow tenure on which they hold tbeir ekrddy 
b^itati^i — ^in neg^bctii^ to prepare tliefiiiMltxes.fiiir 
tbat unceitain mcMnent when they ahaU bei sum*- 
mqned by th^ All^poweiMLandbvd tordinqnish 
it for ever ! Is it possible they should gb Ony da*^ 
fei:png the important weric <rf rofioiniatiaD 6mi ^dary 
to dayi firam week to wedi> fitom monthito'mondi 
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from jear periiaps to jear, as if thor lives were 
at thdr own disposal ! A strange in&taatioii this 
undoabtedly. And yet, strange^ and extravagant, 
and absord as it may appear, there are to be found 
men — and woold to God the number were inconsi* 
deraUe ! — who postpone this grand and paramount 
conoom, ao weighty in itself, and in its consequences 
so momentous, to a period beyond every other de^ 
eeitful and precarious. They pursue with inconsi-^ 
derate levity their earthly career, catcfainir at evert 
^obJZl pi--™ Jh.ypi«« -bidf m., p^ 
lent itself to their deluded imagination ; soaring 
aomistimes on the wings of aspiring ambition in 
pvsuit of fieane; sometimes wallowing in the mire 
Gi sensual gratifications to satisfy their animal cra^ 
vi^gs ; rushing forward, at others, into all the bar* 
ry and tumult of worldly affairs in quest of the 
perisl^Ue goods of earth ; distracted by ten thour^ 
sand diffiarent cares, anxieties and troubles ; tossed 
to and fro alternately from disappointment to hope> 
and from hope back again to disaj^nnntment ; alive 
to the world and its vanities ; dead to God and his 
graces; flattering themselves that the Eternal, 
whom they n^lect and abandon, will wait till they 
shall have accomplished their visionary plans ; tSI 
diey shall have reached the summit of thdr tower- 
mg expectations; cloyed their i^petites with irregCN 
lar and debasing pleasures ; tbtt he will then warn 
them of their approaching dissolution ; allow theii 
time to regulate their consciences; and p^are 
them, by his grace, for the everlasting happiness of 
the blessed in a future state. 
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Xoin, MtBerable, deluded meu ! How long will 
yon auffer yourselvm to be thi^ imposed vcpaa, to the 
immuient danger of yonr ittmortfll Mula? What 
right have you to presume^ that at the period to 
which joa look forward as a fit seas(m for the re- 
gulatkm of yourcoB«d«ioe«,anapi»rtumty tnllbe 
afiorded you of realiaiiig your expectationa ? On 
what grouiid do you raiture to establish your pre- 
suniptuous confidence ? Will reason, — ^will Sb-tp- 
ture^ — will experience ftutihorise you to indulge pre- 
tensions so extravagant ? Is it reo^^naUe to suppose 
that the Alnmrhty — at the close of a life spent in a 
».>&..>adne^ .f hi. i,.^ti«». i. ^^n^*^ 
violation of his Holy Law^ in outrageous provocations 
of his fierce anger, and dedicated exclusively to 
the service of the world and its fleeting vanities—^ 
will, in his great forbearance, grant yon time to 
bewail your ofiences against him, to appease hifit 
justice, and to make your peace with hia ii^'urodt 
Majesty? Should you not rather be induced to 
apprdbend that the criminality of your oondfict will 
rouse at l^gth against you his indignant furypr and 
stimulate hhn, in the midst of your vicious career, 
to strike you suddenly firom the list of mortals, un- 
admonished of the proximity of your impending; 
£Kte ? From all the Sacred Orades I defy you ta 
produce a single passage favorable to this yqur 
unwarrantable temerity. Many I know therp, afi^ 
diametrically the reverse. What meaa ttnifa 
alarming parables of the virgins, surprised, with 
their lamps destitute of oil, by the arrival of ihe 
bridegroom ? — of the servant found by his unex- 
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X>ected mastm' in ihe midst of riot and tumultaous 
ujHXmr ? — of the worldling exulting in the contempla^ 
Uon of his possesions; and thoughtlessly preparing 
to ea^ drink; and be meny, when his soul was 
about to be demanded of him? — ^what means that po- 
sitive declaration of Christ himself^ that the Son of 
man shall come like a thief in the night when least ex- 
pected ? — what that iu*gent exhortation to perpetual 
vigilance; because we know not the day nor the 
hour P Can terms of language express more em« 
phatiically the presumptuous foUy of sinnars who 
defer their conversion to the eve of their dissolution ? 
And with respect to ewperienccy it will be sufficient 
to refer you to the events of preceding years j to 
those which have happened in that which but a few 
days ago you could call the present year,^ and 
which now is mixed with the years beyond the de*^ 
hige. How many; within your own recoUection; 
have made their exit from the wcnrld without any 
prerions admonition of their approaching departure, 
whose last hours perhaps were hours of delirium; 
uninterrupted by the lucid interval of a moment ? 

Consider; moreover; my friends; that similar 
events will again take place; and that what hereto- 
fore has been the lot of others; may hereafter be 
your own lot. You have no privilege to claim j no 
immunity from the general contributions levied on. 
humanity. Many have received the stroke of death 
when they were as little prepared for it as you may 

* This Sermon was preached on the first Sunday of the new 
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he art precieiit They were h^eUiiy, v^wras, and 
jtfyM ; concertiiigy peibaps^ tbcfr sobemes of futare 
Imppmess, and promking themselves lengdi of dajB, 
when Death roshed in upon them with iitesistible 
impetaosity, and tore them suddeidy away from 
eveiy dierling object of their fondest attachment 
Think on the innmnerable accidents to which the 
Hfe o( man is exposed. The cloak of fri^idship 
has sometimes concealed the poniard of the a;S8as- 
am. llie bomiding Conner— on which neither care 
Bor expence has been spared to fit it ^ the sports of 
thefidd — ^has thrown firom its back the gidcty rider, 
and left him prostrate on the esETth, pale, Si^itisdesB, 
a corpse; Some hare found a watay giwie in the 
salubrious stream. And the edMce desthiedid shel*- 
t^ and protect its endosed ihhabitaiM, has been' 
known to bury him under its ruins. 

But such events, you win tdl me, ai*ee:iffr)cMv^)^ 
and therefore not to be apprehended ^-'^aB0wing 
Ihem to be extraordinary y (although in reality tOliey 
are much less so perhaps than you may be dIspoMi t6 
imagine) have you any security i^;aiBSt {hem? 
Oh! but then you are deteimined, you llffl say, 
to be upon your guard. You will not ex^^o^yMr- 
setves. You will be cardul to shield yoursdties 
against every accident of this description : — Othcdrs 
my friends, bdbre you, have fieequendy held' the 
same language, who have been sur{ttised never^ 
thdess, by untimely death, as you may be: ' llie 
most watchful caution is by no means a^hbquaeCe to 
all the contingencies erf* unforeseen evettts. We all 
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Q¥er 118 by a thread of the finest textme, whieb 
^^iftiinftl]t^ftf iimnmiffable may cut araudeor, aad bniig 
destcoctioii on our devoted heads. Snch eTents are 
^sbmovdmaty :--*Bat then yon have souls to save ) 
and on Ibeir stale, when they shall be compelled ta 
las^e their present tenements^ an etomi^ of happio 
ness or miseiy is dependent. Snch events* sre m^ 
traordhuory: — ^And will yon then, my fiiendsbe S0 
kaprudaKt as to trust the great, the important afiiw 
qf yonr eternal salvation to the mercy of acodent^ 
hpirover extraordinary^ Yon act not thus, m^- 
iwiO^ in ynnr twiporal concerns. The keenest 
ciif ninq^ection is there exercised. Precautions the 
mostwaiy awl prudential are taken. And shall that, 
bnsijaessi which should be the principal occupation 
of your lives — to which all your other occapatioM 
^^ofUd b^ made subservient, and compared wiHi 
w^tch every other is iiivobus and nugatory — good, 
Ciod! nqr friends, shall that alone be neglected and 
abandoned? £uch events 9xe extraordinary^ — ^Th^i 
fistrai to others which are common. 

A mdden fit of illness deprives many of their 
reason before they have time to r^ulate their con-* 
sciences* Some espire iu the spasms of a con- 
yulsiom. The apc^sy^ the pa%, a raging fevei^ 
bw suddenly j^ecipitated others into the gulf of the 
tomb* Some have iallen lifeless to the ground^ 
wi^ut any aj^arent mark of preceding indiapo^ 
sitioiu Many have retired at night to their ofaam<* 
bars in ord^ to take their cuatcntiary repose, and 
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Imve never men more to salute the xcsdng mom. 
In a wordy my ftiends, all nature teems with death. 
The seeds of disease, these embryos of death, are 
scattered with jurofosion throughout our frames. 
The streams of li^e are impregnated with dements 
of death. The bowels of the earth are glutted daily 
with the victims of his fury. In the streets of this 
city hoiw often does death's funeral procession -pte- 
sent itself to our view ? The most robust coi»titii- 
tion is mcapaWeof re^sting tbe Bhaqme<» of his 
darts. They pierce with equal taci&ty the weak 
and the strong, the indigeirt and the rich. They 
respect not the wrinkles of hoaiy wkdora. They 
spare not Uie UBsospecting simplicity of youth. 
The roseate Uoom of (3ie loveEest cmntetueace k 
nnaUe to sooth the savi^ breast of this imreknt- 
ing tyrant. The lustre of tbe imost bniEaDt addevis- 
mentB glitters not in his nnadrnmag eye. But, 
stalking abroad with gigaiT^ho taunples 
with equal rage on the gorgeous palace and the 
lowly cot; and sweq» indiscriminately wiith Ids 
besom of destruction, the proudest monarohs with 
tl^ meanest of their subjects into the subterranean 
caven^ of his dark domain. Thus bearing* death 
within you, soirounded, and hemmed in as it were by 
it on every side, should it appear extraordinary ^ if, 
at any period of your lives — ^in youth or in age, 
in sickness or in health — ^you ^ould suddenly be 
erased from the list of the inhabitants of the earthP 
But L will suppose you to be previoosly admo- 
nished of the apfffoach of death by the gradual ^ 
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eay of nature, or the increafiiiig vidence of your 
diaeafieu I will suppose you to be fumidied with 
an opportunity of preparing yourselyes for the event 
which is to tenninate your existence here below. 
Will you then> do you imagine, be in a condition 
to prepare yourselves ? Consider attentively the 
situadon of the sinner in these distressing moments, 
when no further hopes of life remain, when every 
symptom of death appears in his countenance, oad 
his faoltering tongue is scarcely able, in acoente 
indistinct and broken, to utter the half-formed oot^ 
ceptions of his disordered brain. Image, I say, 
to yourselves, my friends, an unfortunate fe))ow- 
creature in this his last stage of his mortal pilgism- 
age— ^stretched out on his bed of sorrow — tortured 
with pam— destitute of str^gth— hibouring under 
the most defecthig depression of spirits— and depri- 
ved by his infirmities of all mental as well as bodily 
vigor* Do you think such a situation compatible 
with ihe diachaijge of the Bwmentous duty hitharto 
deferred ? Do you think that a duty which consists 
in . p<^d.r ^d JUtine. recolkJoo of »oo.»n- 
lated transgressions untliought of perhaps till the 
present moment, and in a sincere repentance of 
sms which till the present crisis had never perhaps 
excited the most feeble ^notion of disquietude, can 
be duly performed by a mind thus enervated and 
relaxi kaU U« powers, and a heart anking under 
the languor of ita infirmities ? 
, But allowing you even to preaerre to your dying 
breathy aU the faculties of your souls ^ar and un- 
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impaired as ihej may be this instant, do yon make 
no acooont of the obstacles you will hare to encoun- 
ter from the dispoflitions <^ your own hearts ? Do 
you imagine that passions licentioudy induced 
through a bug series of years, and which, 1^ hsr 
Utnal gratification are so Mended with the yeiy 
constitution of your nature as to have become, in a 
manner, inseparable from it, will be suddenly era- 
dicated ? Do you think that, like the walls of Je- 
richo, all the strong outworks of sin which have 
been raised around &e spiritual citadels of your 
souls, precluding admission to the grace of Heaven, 
will Ml instant^ to the ground at your command ? 
Is a miracle, then, and the greatest of mirades, the 
s(de fonndaticm of your presnnqptuous hc^es ? Do 
you really expect that an instantaneous revohition, 
similar to that of the criminal hanging by the side 

you? As wdl might you expect the earth to 
tjpemble, the rocks to split, die graves to open, the 
dead to rise, the snn to withdraw its light — ^aU 
which extoaordbaiy and BtapeaAo^ erente occur- 
red also on the same memorable occasion, Oht 
my friends, be not you so presumptuous as to trust 
to miracles for securing your salvation. listen 
rather to the vdce of (rod speakiiig to you in the 
text by the mouth of his prophet : ^^ Se^ ye the 
Lord whilst he may be found ; call upon him wlukt 
he is near/' Avail yourselves of those gradoos 
and condescending overtures of peace and reconci- 
liation, made to you repeatedly by the blessed 
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Jesus, imder all that variely of engaging fonns in 
which he presents himself to you in the Sacked 
Scriptures* Cast yourselyes at the feet of that 
merciful Creditor who is willing to cancel the whole 
of your debt, however great the amount of it may 
be. Throw yourselves into the arms of that tender 
Father stretdbed out to recdve you into the em- 
braces of his love. Return to the fold of that dear 
good Shepherd from which, by your temsgre-aions, 
^have unhappily gone ^j. wZLences 
purified from the guilt of dn, partake frequently of 
that living bread which came down from heaven to 
nourish your souls unto everlasting life. Thus beinir 
m^U> the W of the M«« High. ^ M- 
gonted «th hi. gnu:., you will have DofluDg to .p. 
prehend in your conflict with the last enemy with 
whom you will have to contend. You will walk in 
the valley of the shadow of death, and fear no evil. 
And, having closed your eyes in peace to the fleet* 
ing scenes of tins sublunary woiid, you will op^i 
them to the joys of a Missful immortality. 
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SERMON XXII. 

ON FALSE PRETENSIONS 
TO LIBERALITY OP SENTIMENT. 

For wlierets I was free as to all, I made myself the semmt of 
all : tbat I might gain the more. And I became to the Jews 
a Jew, that I might gain the Jews. To them that are under 
the law, as if I were under the law, (whereas myself was not 
nnder ihe law) that I might gain Uiem that were under the law. 
To them that were without the law, as if I were without the 
law, (whereas I was not without the law of God, but was in tbe 
law of Christ) that I might gain them that were without the 
kw. To the weak I became weak, that I might gain the weaL 
I became all things to all men, that I might save all. And I 
do all things for the Gospel's sake : that I may be made partaker 
tkereoH 1 Cob., «• ix. v. 1 ft 2 8. 

Ik these words of the Aposde, my Mendsy is de- 

beral chaxai4«r* Free and independent, yet deTotmg 
Tolontaiily his labors to the service of his fellow- 
creatures ; firm in his adherence to the saored prin- 
ciples of religion and of virtae, yet cardrd not to 
suffer the blind fury of intemperate and misguicbd 
zeal to hurry him into an indiscriminate opposkioii 
to received prejudices and prevailing practices; 
studying, on the contrary, by a seasonable com- 
pliance in matters of indifference, to attain the most 
important ends ; avoiding, with caution, whatever 
might give the least offence to the delicacy of ten- 
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der consciences; accommodating, as far as possible^ 
his words and actions to the weakness of those 
whose minds were not yet sufficiently prepared for 
the reception of all the most sublime truths and 
severe maxims of the Christian dispensation ; in a 
word, adopting, in the regulation of his conduct 
towards mankind, such measures as the particular 
complexkm of times and circumstances might seem 
to prescribe, provided the essential points of reU- 
gion and moraUty remained uninjured ; and all with 
a view of promoting the interests of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and the salvation of the souls of men. 
Such, my Mends, is the picture which the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles has left us of himself, in the 
few lines which I have extracted for your edification 
from his first epistle to the Corinthians. And no 
one, I am sure, who has contemplated him in the 
various scenes of his holy and laborious life subse- 
quent to his conversion, will be indined to dispute 
the fidelity of this representation. But how differ- 
eot is this deser^tion of a truly liberal clua'acter 
horn that designated under the same appellation, 
which is arrogated to themselves, with so much com- 
placency by those false pretenders to liberality of 
s^itiment, who affBCt to be invariably influenced by 
it in thar intercourse with mankind. To expose, 
with a view of exploding these false p^tensions to 
lS>erality of s^itiment, is the object of the discourse 
to which I have now to solicit the favor of your 
attention. 

It is far from being my intenlion in any ma^er 
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to depreciate liberalitj of sentiment when fairly re* 
presented and exhibited in its genuine colors. True 
liberality of sentiment is among the most distin- 
giushed ornaments of a disciple of Jesus Christ 
It is that enhirged and conciliating temper of mind 
which prompts him, with a view to the benefit of 
religion and the salvation of the souls of men, to ac- 
commodate himself to the weaknessess, the opinions, 
and feelings of others, as far as he can consist^ 
ently with a due regard to the interests of truth 
and virtue. Such was the liberality of sentiment 
which distinguished the great St. Paul, who, in the 
words of the text, describes himself as wea^, that 
he might gain the weak ; and as all things to all 
men, that he might save all; and as doing all 
things for the Grospers sake. This, like many 
other excellent qualities, is frequently perverted by 
the erroneous notions and corrupt maxims of the 
world ; and, instead of contributing, like the truly 
liberal princijde which actuated the heart of the 
Aposde of the Gentiles, to the promotion of &e 
interests of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to the 
salvation of tiie souls of men, has a tendency, cm 
the contrary, to operate to the prejudice both of the 
one and of tiie other. A man of liberal sentiments, 
according to the false, yet too common acc^tation 
of the expression, is one, who, far from " contending 
earnestly," as St. Jude admonishes, ** for the faith once 
delivered to the Saints," h disposed to grant, without 
opposition, an almost imlimited indulgence in reH- 
gious opinions; and whose disapprobation or displea- 
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> sore no practices however licentioiis will incur, pro - 

'ft vided they invade not the social or civil rights of his 

tl^ fellow-creatures in society . To combat what are 

% termed mere speculative tenets of belief, or to dis- 

play a generous and manly warmth in their de- 
fence, is held to be a mark of a frivolous and con- 
tracted mind, ever ready to quarrel about trifles, 
and to repress the free exertions of human reason. 
To refuse to authorise, to justify, or to partake per- 
haps of every gratification and amusement, however 
opposite to the spirit of the Gospel, and attended 
with circumstances which may render them ex- 
tremely dangerous, is considered as the effect of 
an illiberal disposition, envious of the few pleasures 
which man is permitted to enjoy in the midst of that 
multiplicity of woes which he is condemned to en- 
dure, and involving the face of nature in universal 
gloom* Punctuality in the performance of religious 
duties, and in complying with the precepts of the 
Church, is denominated minute and despicable pre- 
ciseness ; and whatever, in short, carries with it the 
least appearance of zeal in vindicating the cause 
of religion, and stemming the progress of immo- 
rality, is deemed inconsistent with that spurious kind 
of liberality of sentiment so much, but (as I hope 
to make it appear) so undeservedly applauded at 
the present day. 

What is there, in reality, t« he deemed worthy of 
applause in that loose and despicable principle of 
conduct which I have just described ? What is 
there to excite admiration in that temporising spirit; 
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that bmdve temi&ty between tr^ ttd trtorj 
that Btttpid inseotaihility to the attractioiis of flie lbr<- 
mer^ aad the ddbimity of the ktter^ which clMm^ 
teebe these false pretcndcsrs toHberaMQr of sentitti^it? 
What t dbould tbat> should truth*^whkdi l^ the wii0 
and good of all ages and oi all nations has eter beiH 
regarded as the most noble object of hmnaa puf'^ 
soit^ which thrf laboured with indefaiigsMe teseardk 
to diaeerer^ and to the attainm^t of whk& the 
whole of iheur lives was freqoenflj deroted — be 
trrated by persons calling themsebres Chtistiaiii 
wi& indifference and nnconeem ? Oht myfiiends^ 
how different a line of eondnct did the Apos^s^ 
the Con£essors> the Mor^rs of die Chnreh d 6^ 
pursue ! They did not suffer this lalse ndtiMi ti 
Iftersditjr e( sentimait to check the ardor of ibs^ 
Beid. No. They stood forth manfially in Mpp^ 
of the sacred truths of the Groq^el whenever Hbek 
dforts were demanded. They prodaimed theitt 
fearlessly. Tliey defended them vigotoudy^ Hiey 
coDribatedy as became ihem, erery enroneoiis pikei* 
pie and maxim calcidafed in any manner tcr dM* 
gtffe or to corrupt the sacred deposit with wideh 
th(^ were intrusted. And no eitertirai was by tbrai 
esteemed too gresi to maintain it in that (original 
state of puiity and lustre in which it 1^ been de* 
livered to them. Alas ! my friends, had th^ acted 
otherwise y had they allowed that false notion of li- 
berafify of sentiment, so prerdient at th^ present 
day> to influ^ice their minds ; had &ey p^mitted 
it to impose silence upon their toi^es^ what would 
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be our condition tids numient ? We should not now 
be in possession of those unutterable blessings im- 
parted to us by tibe Christian dispensation. We 
should not now be walking amidst those cheering 
scenes exhibited to us by the light of the Gospel. 
Hopeless and forlorn, we should, at this day be 
wandering in all the horrid and cheerless gloom of 
sapentition and idolatry which covered the fe«e of 
the Pagan world. Will you then, my Mends, I 
ask, will you who know firom experience the advan- 
tages derived from the Sacred Truths revealed to 
you in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, you to whom 
they are an inexhaustible source of consolation and 
gf hope, who have so many bright and animating 
example of courage and intrepidity displayed in 
their defence, will you, I say, be so regardless of 
your interest, so pusillanimous and dastardly as to 
listen with silent and lethargic tranquillity to prin- 

deprive them of all their influence ? And why ? 
From an apprehension of forfeiting the reputation 
of liberality of sentiment Liberality of sentiment ! 
Do you call the soldier a man of liberal sentiments, 
who, after having entered into a solenm engage- 
ment to serve with fidelity his king and country, 
abandons his stemdard in the hour of danger, and 
submits without opposition, to the arms of the con- 
queror? Do you not regard him as a base deserter, 
a vile, despicable, peijured wretch? Well, my 
friends, and are not you soldiers? Are you not all 
of you enlisted in the service of your heavenly So- 
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vcreign? Are joaiiotaolattiily pledged to espooae 
Uo caoM? — ^to fight his battleB? — to Yiiidicate with 
ii^Kepidity his doctrines and pieeepts from the hos- 
tile attacks of his enemies of every desmntion? 
And ». ^ .«d .f i.»™g ««'uop-.r.f 
ilhbecahtyy hy refusing to viobte the most saored of 
engagemmits? Or is praise to be bestowed on tHaii. 
kind of conduct in the service of the King of kings, 
which wiNild fix. an indeUUe note of infeony on the 
servant of an earthly nnnee ? 

hesitates not to give its approbation to eveiy grati- 
fication and amus^nent o[ the giddy, the tlioa^- 
less, and the dissolute, to be accounted lib^^ality of 
sentiment There cannot surely be any true liber- 
ality of sentiment in encouraging what n diame- 
trically opposed to the positive word of God, and to 
the spirit of his holy religion. Now die word of 
God is kmd in its condemnation of the world, of its 
pomps, its splendors, and its vanities. ^' Love not 
the world, nor the things which are in the w(»ld. 
If any man love the worid, the charity of the Fa- 
ther is not in him. For all that is in the world, is 
the concupiscence of the fledi, and the concupis- 
cence of the eyes, and the pride of life, whieh is 
not of the Father, but is of the wcwrld/* (1 JofiN, 
c. ii t;. 15, 16.) The spirit of bis holy religion is 
a spirit of mortification and of sdf-d^aial. But 
what can be more repugnant to that s^rk than a 
life spent in a perpetual round of indulgence and 
festivity ? Let me not, however, be misnndeistood. 
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I do not saj that we are commanded either by the 
precept or spirit of the Gospel, to abstain frcfm 
every kind of relaxation or amusement. I know 
full well that we are so constituted by nature as to 
stand in need of occasional relief from the fatigues 
and cares of laborious and serious occupations. I 
know that by incessant and unremitted exertion, 
the faculties of the mind are impaired, that its acti- 
vity is repressed, its energy enervated, its fire ex- 
tinguished. Nor is it my wish to depicture religion 
to your minds clouded with dark and melancholy 
gloom^ and clothed in a garb of impracticable au- 
sterity. God forbid. But between a life of un- 
bounded gratification, and a temperate enjoyment 
of innocent pleasures, there is a wide difference. 
The first debases and debilitates the mind of man, 
and totally disqualifies it for the discharge of serious 
and important duties. The second exhilarates and 
strengthens his mental powers, and enables him to 
resume, with augmented vigor, the occupations of 
his state. Know then, ye conceited pretenders to 
liberality of sentiment, that yoiu* claims to the great 
and exalted quality on which you so much pride 
yourselves, are destitute of foundation. Know, that 
what you regard and cherish as the mark of an en- 
larged and generous spirit, is the very reverse ; that 
it is opposed to the true dignity of hmnan nature, 
and repugnant to the principles of that Divine re- 
ligion which have so admirable a tendency to pro- 
mote the highest degree of perfection of which it is 
susceptible. 
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Vaaamen! Nat ooateat with potroiufluig by j^mr 
authority the erroneous oud corrupt madjoia o£ your 
dq^raved hewts, you also deride and aflbot to de- 
spise that scrupulous exaditude iu obeying the com* 
mands of the Church, and observing the iigunctiong 
of religion, which distinguishes the characti^rs of 
the faithful servants of God, and are led by your, 
false notions of liberality of sentiment to represeudt 
that conduct which is wor&y of the highest cosoa- 
m^idadon, as ntean, bigotted, superstitious. What? 
mean, logotted, superstitious, to maintain an unshar- 
ken fidelity to him who has an indiq^table claim 
to our warmest attachment ? Is that punctuality 
which, in the service of an earthly master, is held 
forth as a commendable quality to be stigmatised 
with infamy in a servant of the most High God ? 
Are not all the commandments of Grod, however 
trivial they may appear to the eyes of human pru- 
dence, deserving of respect and obedience? Is it 
for man to select fixun the code <^ laws, whidi the 
Supr^ne Governor of the universe has thought pro- 
per to enact ; is it for man, I say, to select such 
among them for the regulation of his conduct, as 
his own narrow conceptions may approve, to the €&•* 
elusion of the rest ? Is not this presumptuously 
to arraign his wisdom? — to counteract his deai^pis? 
— to prefer the faint glimmerings of human reason 
to the unerring sagacity of the Divine mind ? — ^the 
depraved inclinations of men to the holy will of 
God ? Do not suff^ yoursdves to be thus impo^ 
upon, my friends. Do not suffer ^^ the persuasive 
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words of human wisdom" to delude your imagina- 
tions and to pervert your judgments. 

Examine impartially the various sources of this 
false species of liberality of sentiment, and you will 
find that &r from having any tiling great or dignified 
in its (mgin, it is always the offspring of some mi- 
seraWe and degrading passion. Vanit;,, sensuality, 
ewmfi will be perceived, upon enquiry, to be the 
frequent springs of this unjustiy applauded quality 
in the breasts of its possessors. Tliey are ambiti- 
ous of being thought men of capacious minds, of 
large and extensive views, of enlightened and pro- 
found understandings ; but to enter the list of reli- 
gious combatants, to manifest an eager and fervent 
zeal in defending dogmas of revealed truth, and 
opposing the erroneous doctrines of its adversaries 
might endanger the reputation they are so anxious 
to maintain ; it might draw down upon them the 
imputation of intolerance, and cause them to be 
classed in the number of those who are desirous of 
imposing shackles on the free-bom mind of man* 
Impressed with these apprehensions, they allow 
those tongues which should be courageously em-» 
ployed " in putting to silence the ignorance of fool- 
ish men,'' to shrink from the attempt; '^they detain 
the truth erf God in injustice j" and, " loving the 
praise of men more than the praise of God," they 
sacrifice at the shrine of their contemptible vanity 
tiie most sacred principles of reUgion. Unaxxus- 
tcmied to lay any restraint whatever on the inclina- 
tions of their corrupt hearts, or to abstain from 
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gratifioatums to which they feel a propensity, they 
are naturally prompted by their sensuality to extol 
in ethers such habits as resemble their own. 
Hence the approbation which they give to every 
kind of diversion and indulgence ; the encomi- 
ums bestowed on all who pass their days in a 
perpetual round of gay and fashionable pleasures 
as men of Uberal and enlarged minds. Hence flie 
reproaches of meanness and imbecility cast on 
those, who, taking the Gospel of Christ for their 
rule of life, refuse to imitate or sanction their ex- 
cesses. When they behold, on the other hand, the 
regularity of the good and pious Christian in the 
discharge of every duty which his religion enjoins, 
they cannot but feel within themselves a sacred 
respect for so estimable a character ; but the con- 
templation of his superior worth excites their ey; 
they therefore endeavour by the petulant sallies of 
their profane wit, to expose him to contempt and 
ridicule. TTiey represent him as one whose atten- 
tion is wholly occupied by trifles. His punctuality 
in assisting at public worship, in frequenting the 
sacraments, in complying mth the ordinances of 
the Church, and every other good and pious practice 
to which he is addicted, they falsely describe as the 
effects of a weak and superstitious mind, incapable 
of any thing great or elevated, and confining the 
whole of religion, the seat of which is in the heart, 
to the performance of external and unimportant 
ceremonies. Nor is that all. They sometimes 
vent the malignity of this their envious passion in 
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the most scandalous and injurious insinuations. All 
tliis parade of devotion, they say, may answer well 
enough the purpose of dazzling the eyes of the 
undisceming multitude ; but it will never make 
any impression on the minds of the observing and 
intelligent, who are well acquainted with the artifi- 
ces of deception employed by hypocrites to ensnare 
credulity, and who know that under the cloak of 
outward piety are frequently concealed the most 
base and criminal disorders. Such, my friends, 
are the sources from which this spurious species of 
liberality of sentiment will generally be observed 
to issue. What title then to that admiration and 
esteem can it confer on those who glory so much 
in the possession of it ? 

But let us, in order to form a more accurate es- 
timalion of its character, enquire more particularly 
into the conduct of those who boast of being gov- 
erned in their actions by what they term this great 
and liberal principle. Let us examine, if on other 
occasions they always give proof of the same in- 
dulgent and tolerant spirit which they display so 
cheerfully when the cause of religious truth de- 
mands their exertions in opposition to the attacks 
of infiddityor error. Let some favorite opinion 
to ^hich they are fondly wedded on a subject of in- 
ferior importance be called in question ; let its truth 
be contested or denied by others whose ideas lead 
them to think diflTerently, and see if a similar de- 
gree of calmness and moderation will still be pre- 
served. Oh ! no. All the powers of their souls are 
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then called into vigorous actiMi. Hmr hearts glow 
widi unoommon ardor; their feelings are roused; 
their tongues are no longer permitted to remain in- 
actire or languid; they utter with warmth and en- 
ergy the most powerftd arguments which their 
minds ace capable c»f devising ; they combat with 
violence those of their opponents ; and are some- 
times precipitated by the interest they take in tke 
part they have espoused, into unwarrantable excess 
ses of anger and scurrility. But if that calm and 
temperate spirit which they are careful to preserve 
in matters of religion were the result of the general 
influence of true liberali^ of sentiment upon their 
conduct, would not this same princi{de contiftute 
at least in some degree, to allay the ferment of their 
irritated minds on sulijects of inferior moment ? 
If also that encouragement which tliey give by 
their words and actions to pleasures and diversions 
of eveiy description, proceeds, as they pretend from 
the same boasted source of all that is generous and 
exalted in human nature, to which ihey attribute 
their moderation in religion, we surely are entitled 
to look for some marks of its general influence on 
their behaviour in their intercourse with their feUow- 
creatures on other occasions ; we may reasonably 
expect to behold them, in conformity with the same 
philanthropic principle by whidi tliey profess to be 
actuated, restraining their tongues from speaking to 
their disparagement, putting the most £a.vorabIe 
construction on their words and actions, pardoning 
th^ offences, treating th^ foibles with tendemesii^ 
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vGJoidbig «k ikwr exaltatkm, grievii^ at their de- 
•ptemion, sympadoaing wilb them in tl^ affliet- 
1003, iselieviiig them in their distress, and endea* 
Tooiiiig, in shorty to the ntmost of their abilities, to 
promote their happiness. Bat are these the char* 
aoteristic qualities of the persons in question ? Oh! 
ne. Detraction in one shape or other is admitted 
jbeely into their ordinary conversation. Rash and 
precipitate judgments are formed by them without 
the smallest scruple or remorse of conscience. The 
weaknesses of their neighbours are the constant 
aubjects of their sport and amusement. Foi^ve- 
ness of injuries, fixnn Mse and romantic notions of 
honor, is r^arded by them with disdain, as mean 
and pitiful. Resentment, and the rigorous exac- 
ttoQ of full and complete satisfaction they hold to 
be proafe of decorous sensibility and manly spirit. 
Viewing the deration of those who are above them 
in rank and dignity with envy, they see, without 
reliK^ance their humiliation and downfall. The 
insensibility acquired by habitual gratification pre- 
cludes adnusnon to the tend^ contagion of sym- 
patic into their hearts. The importuning demands 
of their indulged and ever-insatiable appetites de- 
prive them of the means of aff(»rding succour to the 
children of distress ; and all regard to the happi- 
ness of others is absorbed by their attention to the 
indulgence of Ihdr own disorderly inclinations. 
Smch, my Mends, are the men who affect to be 
animate by liberality of sentiment, in giving full 
scope to all the corrupt popensities of the human 
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heart. Tbieiy are men, who, to use the wordrof St* 
Peter, '< count pleasure the delights of a day ; stMBs 
and bkiniriies, flowing in ddicacies, riotiDg in their 
feasts with you ;" thej are men, who, in terms itf^ 
the same Apostle, <<£^eakii^ swelling words of 
vanity, allure, through the desires of fleshly riotocA- 
ness, those who, for a little while, escape such as- 
conrerse in error : promising them liberty, whereas 
Ihey themselves are the slaves of corruption.'' (2 
Peter, c. ii. v. 13. 18. 19.) 

The scorn widi which these false pretenders to 
liberality of sentiment are accustomed to lo(^ dowfi 
on Ihe pious practices and edifying regnkri^ of 
the virtuous Christian, natmrally piovc^es an invest 
igation into their own conduct, and leads us to coHK 
pare their actions with those which are so muditfae 
object of their derision and contempt What, in re* 
ality, do we discover, in aU the most serious and 
brilliant occupations which engage the attention ol 
these haughty pretenders to liberality ci s^fttim^Dit 
more worthy at once of a man and of a Chrffitia&, 
than those very employments of the serva^^ et 
God which they despise and ridicule? What! 
axe the labors and fatiirues which they endure m 
willmgly in the »^^u^ .f <^lh. Z <».t«p|. 
ible <u1i«c.. to wUcl. tlH7 l»ve re«»i>»> in ard<r 
to insinuate themselves into the affeotions of ike 
great, the equally low and ignoble intrigues by 
which they seek to obtain the &vor of the niult»* 
tude, those indefatigable exertions to supplant eAem 
in order to raise themselves, that lUse di^lioity^ 
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Yenatifitf, tttd ev^ littk cringing and dishoncny 
Mb art wUcli they do not UuBh to j^ractise m liie 
aoeoinplidiment of tiieir ambitioas jftojeetof — are 
tibese, I say, titieB to jttst% their assumed snperi- 
oiity in despiong the humble yirtnes of the good 
and pious ? Troly, my fnends> it ill becraaes men 
whose lires are little better than a perpetual sue- 
cession of mean, fiivoJons, and degrading pursuits 
and cares, to treat those characters with contempt 
which derive adcUtional brightness from being con- 
tiaated with their own. 

But there cannot be a greater inducement to a 
man who has sincerely at heart the interests of re- 
l^on and virtue, to combat this false species of li*^ 
b^nJity oi sentiment, than the contemplation of its 
deplorable effects. Byremovimralldreadofopposi- 
Zk e«««rag^ the infidel to declaim, with c^- 
dence, against truths the most sacred and venerable, 
allows the superficial reasoning of every upstart 
Bcidiflt to weaken in the minds of the undisceming, 
the principles of their belief, and to inspire them 
with a kind of indifference hording on infidelity. 
Not less dreadful are the ravages whidb it makes 
on the morals of mankind. Regtdarily, sobriety, 
prudence, and whatever denotes a sedate, sober, and 
conacientiou* character, are held forth hy its votaries 
as marks of dulness and stupidity : whilst dissipa- 
ti.., prodigali.,, and ev«, Ld and e^,^nt 
excess are eagerly recommended. Influenced hy 
these pernicious maxims, the Mind admirei? of these 

2c 
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false pretenders to liberality of sentiment t^[l^ 
quentlj observed to neglect the occupations of tl^^ 
respective callings, to discard from their minds all 
regard to economical prudence, to esichange tl^f^ 
soothing comforts of domestic happiness for.d)^ 
riotous excesses of sensual gratification, and tft 
involve, at length, themsdves and families in disr 
tress and misery. Ridicule and contempt are Wj^V 
known to be frequently more effectual tfa^n the 
most powarful arguments. Armed with these 4er 
structive weapons, the arrogant pretenders to lihei;^ 
ality of sentiment have too often succeeded in sh^? 
ing the constancy of the good and pious, in da^nf- 
ing the ardor of their reUgious zeal, stifling in thoir 
breasts the workings of divine grace, engaging them 
into an undue compliance with practices and mas^r 
ims which they condemned in secret, shaming them 
into a renunciation of their former punctuality in 
the performance of works of piety, and the dis- 
charge of every Christian duty, diminishing gradually 
their respect for holy things, till stripped of all the 
fences and outworks which protected their faith and 
morals from the combined assaults of infidelity and 
libertiDism, they have finally become an easy prey 
to those confederated enemies of truth and virtue. 

Such, my friends, being the dreadful effects of 
that false specie^ of liberality of sentiment which 
it has been my endeavour, this day, to expose and 
to explode ; such also, as I have shown, being its 
intrinsic meanness and its ignoble origin, let me 
caution you against its deceitfid wiles. Let no un- 
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manly fear of incurrmg the imputation of illiberality 
deter you from making at all times a resolute stand 
in support of the cause of truth, against the attacks 
of error, and in the defence of the interests of mo- 
rality against the corrupt maxims of fashionable 
profligacy. Disregard the contemptible sneers of 
the enemies of whatever is truly great and excellent. 
Despise their senseless derisions. And remember 
that truth, virtue, and piety, are objects worthy of 
your warmest attachment ; that by adhering to them 
invariably you will infallibly secure to yourselves 
the respect and esteem of every good and estimable 
character; and, what is of infinitely more importance, 
the approbation of that impartial judge of merit 
who will reward you hereafter with a blissful im- 
mortaUty 
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APPENDIX. 

Note a, page 87, sennon v. 

The Rev. William Palmer, of Worcester Col- 
lege, Oxford, in his ^Origines Ldturgicoe* — ^a work 
of very considerable merit and research — ^has made 
an elaborate attempt, not only to vindicate the hier- 
archy of the present established Church of England 
from the imputation of schism, but he has endea- 
voured, moreover, to fix the same charge on those 
whom he calls, " schismatical Romish bishops," to 
whose spiritual jurisdiction the CathoUcs of this 
kingdom have been confided. " It is true," he 
says, ^^ there are some schismatical Romish bishops 
in these realms, but they are of a recent origin, and 
caimot show the prescription and possession which 
we can."* " This sect," he adds, (meaning, of 
course, the Catholics of this land) " unhappily and 
blindly devoted to the See of Rome, refused to 
obey and to communicate with their lawful pastors, 
who, in accordance with the law of God and the 
canons, asserted the ancient independence of the 
British and Irish Church." But how far he has 
succeeded in establishing these two points remains 
to be considered. 

* Vol. ii., p. 251. 



193 



Tbat an immterrapted sncoesaioii <if caaanstdly 
ordained biahops existed in the C^nuch of Engfaoid, 
(to say nothing of Lrdand) from the first intiodiic- 
tion of Christianity into this island to the b^in- 
ning of the reign of Queen EKcabeth, I an by no 
means disposed to deny ; but to tlie fact of its coa- 
tinnance beyond that period^ I most at &e same 
time be pemntied to demur. For at that period 
the soGcession was dosed by the finmidi^i of a 
Uerarchy for the express purpose of enforang a 
form of worship whidi bad been reoently enaofesd; 
and by whom? By the bishops of Englaod?^* 
by diose, that is to say, 'wIk> as the suocesssrs 
of the apostles, were divinely appointed to nle 
the Church of England? No. But by d^ 
LegUlature of England, who had no rigbtAil daim 
to the exercise of such antfaority, and agaiwt 
which the former assembled in convocation ent^«d 
ihm sdemn protest, ^^ On the part of the C^^^gy/' 
says Dr. lingard,^ in his admimMe Hbtoiy of 
England, '' these bills (r^iming to enactmei^ re^ 
i^cting the alteration of rdigion) experi^iced a 
most vigorous but fruitless (^position. Hie con* 
vocation presented to the House of Liwds a dedam- 
tion of its belief in the real presence, transnbstan- 
tiation, the Sacrifice of the Mass, and the snpi^ema^y 
oi the Pope, with a protestation that to deddfecn 
doctrine, sacraments, and disdpline, belonged not 
to any lay-aasembly, but to the lawfrd paston of the 

* Lingard's History of England, 4to editUm.— -VH. v^ p.- IS3. 
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' nyf^H" Bolli UmFcndties ■dbsccibed tiie ccmfes- 
•flion of ike convocatioii, «nd the iMshops unani- 
iBOotly seized eveiy oppoactmnty to speak and to 
Yole agflinst the measure." To a form of wonbip 
lims mcanomcally introduced, as well as to the 
Mtb of Si^xremaoy which was t^idered to them, 
A/^ hishops — ^wiih the exception of one solitary in- 
dtridnal among them, styled by Camden '^the eala- 
nnty of his See/' — ^having refused to c(mform, were 
depcTed of tb^ Indiopricks ; and others, at the 
head of whom was Matthew Parker, the selected 
Metropolitan, were substituted in their place. Such 
was incontestiUy the real origin of the present 
laerarchy of the established Church of England. 

Now I appeal to every unbiassed and unsophis- 
ticated understanding,; if a hierarchy — ^thus provied 
t0 have been uncanonically introduced, and obtruded 
upon the nation, in violation of the right of pre- 
aenptiotn and possession of the ancient hierarchy 
which preceded it, and in oppk)sition to the solemn 
protestation of the latter against it — can boast with 
truth, as Mr. Palmea pretends, that very prescrip- 
tion and possession, to the demolition of which the 
preseiri; comparatively modem hierarchy owes its 
existence ? — or if, having servilely subjected itself to 
the secular government, it can be justly said to have 
consisted of " lawful pastors, who, in accordance 
with the law of God and the canons, asserted the 
ancient independence of the British Church ?" 

As to the assertion of Mr. Palmer, that <' no 
Popish Bish(^ can, by any possibility, trace their 
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spiritual descent by ordination from the origkial 
past(n» of the estaUished Church/^ I answer^ that 
the line of legitimate descent having been super* 
seded by the uncaoonical ordination of Pazker and 
his associates, in the reign of Queen Elizabefli, and 
the deposed Catholic bishops being dead, no such 
spiritual descent remained to be traced ; and that, 
therefore, a necessity — at lead; equal to that which 
Mr* Palmer admits^ to have justified the ndssion 
of Augustme and his co-operators from Bmie by 
Gregory the Great-may be pleaded in vindicatien 
of the conduct of the successors of thai Pontiff m 
sending over the bishopsf of Chalcedon, and after«! 
wards Vicars Apostcdic, to govern the remnant loi 
the Catholics of England who have continued fidtb- 
ful to the religion of their ancestors. . ^ 

Not content with pronouncing the bidiops of On 
Catholic Church in this comitiy to be schismaticaJ, 
Mr. Palmer has also had the hardihood to nomi- 
nate the body under their spiritual jurisdiction, ^^ a 
sect which arose in the reign of Queen Elizabeth." 
But to which of the two, in the first place, the a{H 
pellation of sect is more justly applicable — ^if it be to 

* At the end of this century, (sixth) Augustine was sent by 
Gregory of Rome to convert the Anglo-Saxons ; a task which 
the British bishops had, from various circumstances, found it 
impos^ble to accomplish. Gregory subsequently directed Ajh 
gustine to ordain several bishops to aid hun in this work^ and 
he was perfectly justified in doing so. The succeeding Roman 
Pontiffs continued to ordain pastors for the Englisk Chu^j 
and while there was a necessity for so doing, while the Chur9h 
was weak and required external assistance, they could not'bd 
accused of ambition, but deserved commendation and prtosa. 
— Grig INKS Liturgicje, vol. ii., page 261. 

f Dr. Bishop, and Dr. Smith. 
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that part of a National Churchy however small, 
which persevered in its adherence to the great uni* 
versal Church of aU ages and of aU nations, and 
which may therefore he aptly compared to the por- 
tion of a fractured branch continuing to he united 
to the body of the vine from which it issues ; or to 
that fragment of it, however large, when in a state 
of sepera4ion from it, and which on that account 
may be asomilated to the dissevered section of the 
same branch — I leave it to the candid and impar- 
tial to decide* And, as to its origin^ in the second 
place, which Mr. Palmer has ludicrously enough 
as^gned to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, I have 
cmly to adk if the virtuous and learned Fisher, and 
the illustrious Sir Thomas More, and Thomas a 
Becket, and Anselm, and Lanfranc, and Alcuin, 
and y^ierable Bede, and Augustine and his co- 
operators, were all, by anticipation, members of " a 
sect which arose in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,"" 
since they all agree with the community so de- 
scribed, in professing the same faith, and in hold- 
ing communion with the See of Rome ? 

Disdaining to trace, like Mr. Palmer, the Pro- 
testant Church of England through a long line of 
Catholic Forefathers, the Rev. Dr. Gilly, Pre- 
bendary of Durham, has, in a tract lately published, 
signified his determination, as the title* seems 
to indicate, to have none but Protestant Forefathers. 
Hence does he venture, accordingly, to take a bolder 
flight, 

* " Our Protestant Forefather!*." 
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" Ccetueqne vnlgares et tidatm 
^)emit humum (ugjieiite pconii/' 

ftnd seiaing on 8t. Imaeus, tmhcq^ of Ljims in tiv^ 
second ceHtuiy , he preeses him into his serrice^ and 
places him at the head of his Protestant For^atiienH 
Nearest to him, 

** Proximus htdc, sed longo proximus intern^,** 

follows the Doctor's Waldensian hobby, of the ral- 
lies of Piedmont Then come the Albigenses. Wi- 
cliff, whom he denominates ^' the Protestant liber- 
ator," * closes Iris Protestant pedigree, previotis to 
what he has termed the crisis of the Reformation ; 
when, to use his own words, " Luther, who wcail 
forth in the strength of God to fight the battle cl[ 
the Lord of hosts, was one of the most zealous cfe*- 
claimers against Popery/* Such is a brief ouidine 
of the Rev. Dr. Gillt's genealogical Instoiy ti 
Protestantism* 

Hie reason he has assigned for placing St Ire* 
nseus at the head of his ^' Protestant ForefsUhers,*' is 
the part which he states him to have taken in pro* 
testing against the tyranny and intolerance of Vic- 
tor, bishop of Rome, in his conduct toward the 
Asiatic Christians, relative to the time of keeping 

• A liberator, indeed, lie would have been with a vengeance 
bad be been allowed to cany bis liberating wishes into executikni. 
For he would have completely liberated the Clei^gy of tb^ esta- 
blished Church firom all those anxious alaims respecting thebr 
property, by which the minds of many among them at the]^^ 
sent day are so much opfareased ; and he woijld have 1^ (hem 
in the condition of the pennyless traveller, described by Juvenal 
as singing merrily in the presence of the highway PoW)er r 

'* Caatabit vacuus coram lairone viator." 
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Easter* But from the account giien bj Eus^ius 
of the interference of 8t Lmueus on that occasion, 
be appeal^ to have merely expostokted with him in 
a^et, peaceable manner, conformably to the inter- 
pretation of his name,^ (Ej^mioc^ P^fi<^) <^d to 
have admonished him, (TlootniKovTt^O ^^ ^ to say, 
in a decent and respectful manner, not to cut off 
whole Churdies of God, who observed a custom 
transmitted to them by their aneestors.f I should 
be glad also to know how Dr. Gillt can reconcile 
the doctrine respecting the sacrifice of the holy 
Eucharist — ^which even the Protestant Editor of Ire- 
meus, Dr. Grabe, allows him to have maintained — 
with the station which he has assigned to him in his 
Protestant genealogy. I wonder, moreover, that Dr. 
Gillt, when he was upon the wing, did not mount 
up a century or so higher, and fisusten himself at 
once on St. Paul, who, in his epistle to the Galatians, 
states, that when Peter was come to Antioch, he 
^' witlistood him to the face, because he was to be 
blamed." (Gal., c. ii. r. 11.) As to his friends, 
the Waldenses, who form the second link in his 
chain of Protestant descent, I shall content myself 
wi& citifi^ the remarks on a work of his, in the 

^ Kxii fjLBv EioTjvxiog (ps^mMftog rig tav ttj Tlooiriij'^ 
y^wL^ oLorm re rm T^o*irta ti^voTTOiog roiomra VTreo 
Tfjg rcav exjcXfjcriuv sioTjvrjg Tra^fixaXe; n %<n CTr^Rr- 
CfVir«— OQusj^Bius, EccLEs. Hist^ h. v. c. 24, 

t Tea yefjLTfV tSexropi Tr^otnfKovroig ug (jltj cuttoko^ 
'TTToi oXug iKJcXfigtag Qeov a^%a;ou sdovg 'n'a^uSoo'iv 
P7rtTii^v<rug '^Xuo'tcc bt£^ Trflt^a/yci.— Ibid. 
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Britbh Critic, by a clerical reviewer of fai» oim 
Chttrch. ** When once," says the reviewer, " a 
single favorite notion obtains despotic mastery over 
the fancy, we believe that the orgasm vHiich impels, 
to its pr(^pagation is almost iireristible ; and that 
the philoprogenitive theory-monger, like a fi^ 
during the first warm days of spring, unconsciotidy 
drops his spawn of hypothesis upon every spot to 
which it is at all likdy to adhere. Mr. Gflly h&a 
adopted a belief that jMrimitive Christianity, like 
primary rocks, may be found in almost all the 
mountainous regions of Europe ; and so inconti^ 
nent is he of this fancy, that there is scarcely a page 
before us which is not, in some degree, impregnated 
with it."* With respect to the Albigenses, whom 
Dr. Gilly enrols among his " Protestant Forefib* 
thers,' ' they certainly cannot he thought to reflect any 
great credit on his cause, if we may believe the ac- 
counts which have been transmitted to us from c(m- 
temporary documents of the vices which disgraced 
their conduct. And little does it become those 
who at the present day possess so large a share of 
the richest of the Church, and who are so clamor- 

• British Critic and Quarterly Theological Review.— No. 
26, p. 357. 

f Let me not be thought, by this remark, to envy the digni- 
taries of the established Church the wealth of which they ar& 
in possession : Far from it I wish them, on the contraiy, ta 
retain it unmolested. But I would have them at the same 
time to remember, that they are indebted for it, not to their- 
Protestant, but to their Catholic Forefathers. And I must say, 
that I think it most ungracious in any of those dignitaries to be 
constantly railing, in the bitterest terms, against those Forefa- 
thers to whom they are under such obligations for all the com- 
forts of life which they at present enjoy, and to be for ever 
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QW againrt the spcdtation of it, to extol so highly 
the character of Wicliff, who wouM have stripped 
it altogether of its property, aod reduced it to its 
pomitive state of apostolic poverty. What auiho* 
rity the learned Doctor may have for asserting that 
'< Luther went forth in the strength of God to fight 
the battle of the Lord of hosts^" in his zealons de- 
danaations against Popery, I know not ; but this t 
know, from Luther's own avowal, that it was in a 
conference with the Devil that he was instigated to 
reject one of the principal tenets of the Catholic 
reUgion, which the Doctor has thought proper to 
des^nate by the opprobrious appellation of Popery. 
Had Dr. Gilly, however, in his threepenny 
trajct, done nothing more than expose his fanciful 
scheme of Protestant descent, it really appears to 
me to be so perfectly innocent, so harmless and 
inoffensive, that I should not have felt disposed to 
notice it in any other way than by the silent tribute 
of a passing smile. But when, after an enumera^ 
lion of the various abuses, corruptions, profanations, 
extortions, and atrocities of former times — ^which the 
Catholics of the present day condemn and repro- 
bate as much as he can do — he still persists in re- 
presenting those Catholics as the approvers of them, 
and unless opposed, as willing to renew them, I 
surely must be allowed to have just reason to ex- 
postulate with him ; and — ^like the woman mentioned 

reviling their descendants, who only wish to be permitted to 
worship God quietly, according to the dictates of their consci- 
ences, and to live on tenns of friendly intercourse with their 
fellow-subjects in society. 
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by Flotareky who, wbtn an mg«9l tciikncw bad 
been pconcnmced agaiiist her by Fhil^ of Mim- 
don, after aa entertainment, ia related to hm% 
appealed to the same Philip in his BKoe aobmr 
moments — I trust diat I also may> oa tibe part of 
tiie injured Catholics, be permitted to make this my 
miemn appeal to Da. Gillt himself on the pte- 
sent occasion, now that the fumes of controyeisnl 
ferm^itation may be presumed to hare evaporated, 
and he may be supposed to have recovered that 
natural mildness and suavity of disposition by whioh 
he is reported to be so eminently distinguished. 
And surely a Christian Prebendary of Durham yn& 
not suffer himself to be surpassed in justice by a 
Heathen King of Macedon, in i^fiising, on the le- 
tarn of sober reflection, to r^air the injury whiah 
his feelings, in a state of extraordinacy effervescency 
like the over-heated boiler of a steam engine, may 
have caused him to inflict I have ocij to add, 
that whenever Dr. Gilly may think himself catted 
upon, in compliance with the admomtiooL of St 
Jude, ^' to contend eamesdy for the faith once ddi- 
vered to the Saints," he will also ke^ in mind the 
memorable words of St James : ''Who is a wise 
man and endued with knowledge amoi^ you? 
let him shew, out of a good conversation his woiks 
wiihmeekness of wisdom* But if ye have bitter ^eal 
(^vXov inx^ov) and strife in your hearts^ glory n^t 
and lie not against the truth. This wisdon da- 
scendeth not from above, but is earthy, senaoal, 
devilish." (James, c. iiL v. 13 — 16.) 
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But as Dr. Gillt may not be disposed to Iktem. 
to the immster of aChuwh to wWchhisfee^ 
so Teiy hostile, I beg leave to call his attention to the 
observations of a clergyman of his own commnnion, 
who, in an article contained in the last nmnber 
of die ^ British Critic and Quarterly Theological 
Review,* after having expressed his disa{^obation 
<rf the proposed Tercentenary Festival, and strongly 
condemned the fanatical effusions of the itinerant 
missionaries of the Reformation society, has deliver- 
ed the following wise and troly Christian advice : 
^' The best way to uphold the Church of England, 
is to place it in its proper attitude of moderation 
and firmness— to exhibit it in its proper aspect of 
reasonableness and kindness-of adjustment to its 
high and sacred purposes — of fiiendly co-operation 
wi& the expansion of knowledge and intelKgence 
of flie age. TTie best way to celebrate the jubilee 
of Protestantism, is to act up to its principles : the 
best way to show that the tenets of our creed are 
pure and reformed, is to show that the spirit of our 
creed is the genuine spirit of the Gospel of Christ 
What then are we to do ? We are to suit our ef- 
forts to our cause. We are to assert and vindicate 
the unadulterated doctrines of the Bible most ear- 
nestly, but most charitably. We are to contend 
for the faith as becomes zealous and faithful soldiers 
of the great Captain of our salvation j but we are 
to beware lest we turn our Christian banners into 
ensigns of worldly contention, and think to defend 
the truth by those carnal weapons of intolerance 

2d 
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aad hatited, which are ofolj fit for mtuiitaittng &e 
despotism of errer/' — British Critic and QMOtMtly 
Theological Rgvielv. No. sxxtI., page 466. 



NoTB B> page 375, Bennon xri 

I NEtiD ruAi I trust, plead any other excuse for the 
liberty which I here take in introducing the two fol- 
lowing stanzas from Metai^asio, than ike exquisite 
beauty of the elegantly expressed sentiments which 
they contain* They are rejnresented by thetif Auth(Mr 
as recited by the beneydent Roman Emperor, Tk^A, 
referred to in the body of the seniM^n, and as cb* 
scriptive of the sati^action derived by him from 
acta of beneficence : 

Del piu sublime soglio 
L* unico frutto e questo ; 
Tutto fe tormento il testo, 
E tutto 6 servitii. 

Che avrei, se ancor perdessi 

Le sole ore felici 

Ch* ho nel giorar gli oppressi, 

Nel sollevar gli amici^ 

Nel di^ensar tesori 

Al merto e alia virtu ? 

La Clemenza di Tito. 

As an apology for having occasionally referred 
to passages from ancient Pagan authors, I beg leave 
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to appeal to a letter, written by St. Jerom to a great 
Roman orator, *Meyno Oratori Romano,^ in which 
he undertakes to vindicate himself from the blame 
cast upon him by Rufinus, under the name of 
CalpuiSus, for poUuting his writings with Pagan 
lore' He ground ZLence oHL examp^f 
St. Paul^ who, as he observes, had cited, in his 
epistle to Titos, die well-known verse from the poet 
Epimenides : 



€i 



X^reg au ^txxrrah kukoc Grj^ia ycurnoig u^Uh*' 



M well as two other passages, which he also inserts 
in his letter; the first from Menander, in the first 
^isile to the Corinthians, and the second. from 
Aratus, in t^ Acts of the Aposdes. He then, be- 
fofte the dose of his l^t^, requests his correspon- 
dent to admonish Rufinus to desist from his invi- 
dious animadversions on the subject, in the follow- 
ing sarcastic terms : — '* Cut quceso ut stuideas ne 
vescentium dentibus edentulus invideat, et oculos 
caprearum talpa contemnat.^^ 



THE END. 



DURHAM: 
FSWSTER AND JAMES, 8ADLBR STREET. 
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